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(Translations of the three Inscriptions 

on the Cover.) 



/. Arabic. 

** These are our works which prove 
what we have done; 
Look, therefore, at our works 
when we are g^one.*' 



2. Turkish. 

"His genius cast Its shadow o'er the world. 

And In brief time he much achieved and 

wrought: 

The Age's Sun was he, and ageing suns 

Cast lengthy shadows, though their time be 

short." 

{Kenidl Pdtihd-zdde,) 
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3. Persian. 

When we are dead, seek for our 

resting'place 
Not in the earth, but in the 

hearts of men,** 

{Jaldlu\l-Din Riimi.) 
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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 



A FEW words arc needed to explain certain modifications in 
the title-page of this volume and in the " short table of 
contents" which follows it. According to the announcements 
made in the first volume, published last year, the entire work 
was to comprise five volumes, of which Vols. I and II were 
to contain the translation; Vol. Ill the annotations; Vol. IV 
the index, tables of dynasties, and maps ; and Vol. V the 
Arabic text. On further consideration, however, we have 
decided to incorporate the index in this second volume, and 
to suppress the maps and tables, thus reducing the number 
of volumes to four. The maps inserted by Sir James Redhouse 
in the fourth volume of his manuscript proved on examination 
to be too antiquated and too rough and sketchy to merit 
reproduction, and it seemed better to leave the reader to supply 
his own atlas, should he require such help for a comprehension 
of the chronicle. The tables of dynasties also were inferior in 
construction and accuracy to those contained in Mr. Stanley 
Lane Poolers excellent " Mohammadan Dynasties," which every 
student of Oriental history will have at hand. And, lastly, the 
index was not so bulky as to preclude the possibility of adding 
it to Vol. II of the translation (its natural place) without 
unduly increasing the size of this volume. 

The Index itself has had to be remodelled to a certain extent. 
For, in the first place, although our aim was to alter Sir James 
Redhouse's work as little as possible, two or three points in the 
system of transliteration which he adopted seemed to me im- 
peratively to demand modification. These were, in particular, 
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the very objectionable ts and dz by which he represented the 
Arabic letters 1? and ^^, and his transcription of ?^ by ^: for 
these dh^ (/, and gh have been substituted, and this naturally 
involved corresponding changes in the index. Secondly, some 
of the entries in Sir James Redhouse's index were so vague, 
and were followed by such numerous references, that it seemed 
to us useless to retain them ; such were the entries " troops " 
(followed by three pages of references), "persecute," and"worship." 
Evidently, in such a chronicle as this, to refer in the index to 
rapine, murder, and sudden death is practically to refer to 
almost every page of the book ; and had we not decided 
to remove such headings, it would have almost sufficed to sub- 
stitute the word ^^ passim " for the dozens or scores of references 
which they comprised. All general references, however, which 
seemed of any possible interest to antiquarians, anthropologists, 
zoologists, botanists, the devotees of folklore, and the like, we 
have allowed to stand, and have, indeed, added a few which 
were not in the original index. 

The third volume, containing the Annotations, will go to press 
as soon as this volume is finished, and should be published in 
the course of next year. The fourth volume, containing the 
Arabic text, has been photographed by the Bromide process 
from Sir James Redhouse's transcript, and is being printed 
from these photographs by the Hildl Press at Cairo. My 
colleague Shaykh Muhammad *Asal has made himself re- 
sponsible for the correction of this volume. 

I ought, perhaps, in conclusion, to refer briefly to a review of 
the first volume of this work which appeared in the Athenaeum 
for June iSth, 1907, and which, though written in a perfectly 
fair and friendly spirit, was somewhat severe on it and on all 
concerned in its production. The writer of this review (whose 
name, since he does not sign his review, I ought not perhaps to 
mention, though he has revealed his identity to me in a very 
courteous letter) was a personal friend of Sir James Redhouse, 
but this does not blind him to his faults as a translator, or his 
failure to utilize for his Introduction all the critical apparatus 
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available even sixteen or seventeen years ago, when it was 
written. The criticisms of the reviewer (the justice of which, 
in most cases, I do not dispute) extend to the University of 
Cambridge, for the levity with which it too often grants honorary 
degrees ; to the Trustees of the Gibb Memorial for a tendency 
to " precipitancy " in accepting for publication works other than 
those " really desirable," and issuing them in other than " the 
most satisfactory form " ; and, lastly, to the editors of this work 
for not subjecting Redhouse's manuscript to a more severe 
process of emendation. 

Now so far as the University of Cambridge is concerned (and 
equally the University of Oxford) I entirely agree with the 
reviewer that the honorary degree of Doctor is given in such 
a way as to deprive it of all value in the eyes of men of learning. 
Anyone would see the absurdity of conferring the title of 
General on a man because he was an eminent scholar, but it is 
evidently quite as ridiculous to confer the title of Doctor on 
a successful general, a colonial statesman, or an imperial bard. 
Yet now and then this honour is still conferred by the Uni- 
versities for distinction in scholarship or science, and of such 
felicitous choices the case of Sir James Redhouse offers a 
conspicuous example. 

Next, as regards the Trustees of the Gibb Memorial, it is 
evident that their duty is to do the best they can with the 
means at their disposal to further those studies which the 
Memorial is designed to promote. Suppose that their financial 
resources enabled them to publish four books a year, would they 
be faithfully discharging their responsibilities if they refused to 
publish anything because no work was offered to them which 
came up to some high ideal of originality and scholarship 
existing in their minds ? I think not. Rather it seems to me 
that their duty is to take the best books they can get, provided 
they are books which do contribute something to our knowledge 
of those departments of learning with which the Trust is con- 
cerned. The reviewer is, he declares, "far from saying that 
al-KhazrajTs 'History of the Rasuli Dynasty of the Yemen' 
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is not desirable," though he " would have preferred al-Janadf's 
*Sul(ik * and Ibn-HMim's **Ikd/ from which a large part of the 
present volume is copied." So should we, but we could not get 
them. Had our reviewer offered us an edition or translation 
of one of these works, and had we rejected it in favour of 
al-Khazrajfs work, then indeed he might have applied to us 
his " Virgilian deteriora sequor^ But seeing that this was not 
the case, and that it was a question of publishing al-Khazraj(*s 
History of Yemen or no history of Yemen, the citation is just 
as inapplicable as it would be to a man who accep. *d a post 
worth five hundred a year rather than remain penniless, though 
he would have preferred a post worth a thousand a year. 

Lastly, as regards his complaint that I and my co-editors did 
not revise and correct Sir James Redhouse's work, the answer 
to this criticism is, firstly, that we had not time to do so, being 
each fully occupied with work of our own, part of which is 
being done for this same Trust ; and, secondly, that if we had 
done so, it would no longer have been Sir James Redhouse's 
work which we were publishing, but our own, and we should 
have been no longer the editors but the authors of this trans- 
lation, which, good or bad, is, as the Introduction was and as 
the Annotations will be, according to the announcement on the 
title-page, entirely his, save for a few trifling verbal corrections 
and a few slight modifications in the transcription of Arabic 
names and words, designed to bring them into closer corre- 
spondence with the modern usage of scientific Orientalists. 



Edward G. Browne. 



Cambridge, 

August ^, igoy. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
On the tidings of the Mujdhidiyy Sovereignty and its events. 

Thus hath said the son of *Abdu'l-Mejfd : " When the seat 
of government of the Sultan Malik Mujdhid ^^^ had become f. 226«» 
tranquil he dismissed from his office the 'Emfr Jemdlu*d-Din 
Yiisuf son of Ya*qub, and conferred the lieutenancy of the 
sovereignty on the 'Emfr Shuja*u'd-Din *Umer son of Yusuf 
son of Mansur,*2°® whom he appointed also field-marshal of the m 
forces. He had been, before this, secretary of the exchequers 
in the reign of Mu'eyyed. There was written for him in this 
respect a broadsheet diploma which was read out in the 
banqueting hall. 

And on this day were banners made up for the two sons of 
his (deceased) brother, they being Yusuf Mufaddal and *Ebii- 
Bekr Fi'iz. Military kettledrums were also assigned to each 
of the two. He ordered that broadsheet diplomas should be 
written out for the two, which were read out in their presence. 

There ensued between the Sultan and the son of his paternal 
uncle, Melik Ndsir Jeldlu'd-Din Muhammed son of Melik 
'Eshref I, a correspondence that necessitated a promise of safety 
and engagements. So the Sultan sent to him on his part the 
jurist Shihabu'd-Dfn *Abdu'r-Rahmdn of Dhafdr, who was the 
Sultan's tutor, as also the eunuch Shihdbu*d-Dfn Saldh, in order 
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that they two should administer to him the oaths of fealty to 
the Sultan ; and he swore the oaths in due form. Then Melik 
Ndsir sent his representative, the jurist Jemdlu'd-Din Muhammed 
son of Wishdh, to ask the Sultan to swear also, and he swore 
the oaths to him in due form. 

And when the 'Emfr Shujd* *Umer son of Yusuf son of Mansiir 
had got the Sultan in his power, having his influence with him 
much increased, he set himself to procure the liberty of those in 
fetters in the stronghold of Dumluwa. They who were there 
of those put in chains by the Sultan Melik Mu'eyyed were the 
'Emfr Nejmu'd-Din *Ahmed son of *Er-Demir, the private 
treasurer and one of the horsemen of the Mudhafferian house- 
rv» hold, as also the 'Emir Shemsu'd-Dfn 'Atfna, captain of the 
bodyguard to the Khalffa, and the two Sherifs, Ddwiid and his 
brother, two sons of the Sherff Qdsim son of Hamza, who all 
possessed great influence. He drove away from the Court the 
'Emfr Jemdlu'd-Dfn Yusuf son of Ya*qub son of Jewdd, saying 
to the Sultan against him that he was of inauspicious augury. 
*Umer son of Yiisuf became predominant at Court ; military 
kettledrums were accorded to him, and he held the Court in 
his grasp with a powerful grip. He was one of the sharpest of 
men and most cunning, as also the most able of them in 
managing the State. 

In the year A.H. 722 (a.d. 1322-3) the Sultan went down 
from the castle to the Shejira pavilion ^^^^ on the 3rd Muharrem 
f. 227» (22nd January, 1322), and took up his abode there. It is related 
that on his forming the wish to go down from the castle to the 
pavilion, he sent a messenger to one of the most distinguished 
men of the time in the science of the sphere, with the command 
that he should select for him a fortunate time out of the space 
of that day, that did not designate to him either a journey or 
a stay. He selected for him an auspicious time within that 
day, and the Sultan went down from the castle at the very 
time that had thus been selected for him. The man was 
alarmed when he heard of the Sultan's descent at that time, 
and questioned the rest of those of his craft as to who had 
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selected for the Sultan the time in which he had gone down. 
They all answered him : "No one selected it other than thyself." 
To this he replied : " By God, I knew not that his design was 
to go down ; and this time in which he has gone down from the rvi 
castle IS a detestable time, so that the chances are that he will 
not return thither, save in a condition of inverted circumstances." 

Subsequently the 'Emfr Shuji*u'd-Dfn *Umer son of Yusuf 
son of Mansur did verily instil into the Sultan*s heart a matter 
touching Melik Ndsir, whom he consequently ordered him to 
arrest. The 'Emfr Shujd*u'd-Din sent therefore a posse of men 
to arrest him. When Melik Ndsir was informed of this, he took 
sanctuary in the mausoleum of the jurist *Umer son of Sa*id at 
Dhu-*Uqayb.*^* The party followed him to the mausoleum above 
mentioned, took him from the mausoleum, and paid no respect 
to the right of asylum. They then brought him back to Ta*izz ; 
this was in the middle decade of the month of Safer in the year 
A.H. 722 (beginning of March, 1322). When they reached Ta*izz 
with him the Sultan ordered him to be imprisoned, and he was 
shut up in the castle of Ta'izz, where he remained a prisoner 
until the 30th of the first Jum^dd (about 12th June, 1322), when 
the Sultan ordered him to be sent to the prison at *Aden with 
an escort of a hundred horsemen to march with him thither. 

The Sultan, God*s mercy on him, had already proceeded to 
Jened on the day of new moon of the month of the first Rebf* 
(17th March, 1322), where he stayed some days, in the course 
of which he appointed the jurist 'AbduV-Rahmdn of Dhafdr 
to the office of Judge of Judges in the presence of a company 
of .the jurists of Ta*izz. He remained some days after this, 
and then went on to Dumluwa in the course of the month of 
the first ReW* still. He stayed there, too, some days enquiring r^r 
into the state of the treasures. He then descended again, and 
did not bestow a single largesse on anyone as the usual 
custom was. 

When he descended from Dumluwa he proceeded to Thu^bdt 
and remained there until Wednesday the 8th of the latter 
Jumddd (22nd June, 1322), or, according to the son of *Abdu'l- 



6 rtlSTORV OF THE RESULIYY DYNASTY. 

Mejfd, to the middle of that month (29th June), the hearts of 
f. 227»» the soldiery disgusted with him, and their chiefs having already 
plotted to ruin his sovereignty and established a position with 
Melik Mansiir 'Eyyiib son of Sultan Melik Mudhaffer Yiisuf 
son of *Umer. When their plot was ripe for execution as they 
wished, the 'Emfrs and the chiefs of the slave-guards assembled 
and attacked the house of Shujd* *Umer son of Yiisuf son of 
Mansiir, who lived in the Makhdrfb quarter ^*^ of the city of 
Ta*izz. They killed him, and together with him his son-in-law, 
the 'Emir Bedru'd-Din Muhammed son of *Aliyy the Humam. 
In their company were the jurist *AbduV-Rahmdn of Dhafar, the 
Judge of Judges, and the Sheykh Muhammed son of *Uthmin 
the *Ansite, of the Hakem branch of the tribe of *Ans, and 
these two they killed also. They then went forth in all haste, 
moreover, to Thu'bdt, where they seized the person of the Sultan. 
In that night a number of houses were pillaged in the western 
and Makharib quarters of the city, and belonging to persons 
connected with our lord the Sultan. In the latter part of the 
night they returned to Melik Mansiir with Sultan Melik Mujdhid 
ryr prisoner. He remained three days with him under arrest, while 
he took the oaths of fealty of the troops. They swore fealty 
to him with the most solemn oaths. On the fourth day Melik 
Mansiir went up to the castle with the pomp of a sovereign and 
garb of a Sultan. He took Sultan Melik Mujdhid up with 
him under arrest, placing him in the palace of the princes 
in all honour and respect, and giving him every day what he 
needed and whatever he wished as to meat, drink, and female 
companions. 

And when Melik Mansiir had established himself in the castle, 
he sent to *Aden for the son of his brother, Melik Ndsir, and 
when he arrived at Jened he met him with military kettledrums, 
giving him Mehjem as his fief. He also conferred banners on 
the *Emir Bedru'd-Din Hasan son of *Esed, with the military 
kettledrums and Harad as his fief. He then conferred banners 
on his two sons Melik Kamil Te'miiru'd-Dfn and Melik Wdthiq 
Shemsu'd-Dfn, giving each of them the kettledrums and a good 
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fief. He sent his son Melik Dhdhir 'Esedu'd-D/n to Dumluwa, 
with Ydqiit of Ta*izz as his attendant He furthermore con- 
ferred the lieutenancy of the sovereignty on the 'Emfr Shujd'u'd- 
D(n 'Umer son of *Ald*u*d-D(n the Shihibite, who remained in 
office a short time, when mutual distrust sprang up between him 
and the 'Emfrs of the corps of Bahriyya slave-guards. The 
Sultan thereupon removed him from the lieutenancy and set 
in his stead the *Em{r Jemdlu*d-Dfn Yusuf son of Ya'qiib son rvp 
of Jewdd, known as the Castrated, to whom he also committed 
the entire command of the Court 

Sultan Melik Mansiir continued in his sovereignty until the f. 228* 
night preceding Saturday the 6th of the month of Ramaddn. 
According to the account of the son of *Abdu*l-Mejfd, this was 
eighty days, while by the relation of Jenediyy it was about 
seventy days, during which were spent sums to the amount 
of about seven hundred thousand ducats from the treasury, 
besides saddle-beasts and vestments. 

Then it happened by the decree of God and His providence 
that one of the slaves of Sultan Melik Mujdhid, on whom be 
God's mercy, proceeded to the country of the Arabians, where 
he and a party of them, the chief of whom was Bishr the 
Dhehdbite, made a pact and persuaded a man named Sdlih 
son of Fewdris to climb the mountain from behind in concert 
with a party of the slaves of the still-room, who passed down 
ropes to them and drew them up man by man, they being forty 
in number. And when they had all got into the castle they 
wished to make a rush, but the slaves of the still-room prevented 
them and said to them : " Do ye no new deed until we tell you." 
So they passed the night with them until the dawn broke and 
the eunuch went down with the keys of the gates of the castle. 
And when the slaves of the still-room and the troops that were pvo 
with them knew of the descent of the eunuch with the keys, 
they sallied out against him, smote him with their swords, 
and took the keys. Melik Mansdr became not aware of them 
until they came upon him in his chamber in which he had 
spent the night, and whence they took him, going thence to 
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seek for Melik Mujdhid. The governor of the castle, with the 
garrison, used to pass the night in the banqueting-house ; and 
when the people of the castle came down upon them and 
shouted the war-cry of Mujahid, the 'Emfr of the castle fought 
a stout fight until he was killed. 

The city was thrown into commotion, and Melik Ndsir 
mounted his horse, as did many of the troops with him. 
They reached the lowest part of the castle wall, but no act 
offered for them to perform there, as they found it locked. 
The whole of the 'Emfrs of the Bahriyya slave-guards mounted 
also, came to Melik Ndsir, and said to him : " If Melik Mansiir 
be dead, or killed, or taken, then art thou the fittest for the rule." 
They were unanimous in this. The city had meanwhile become 
alive again with horse and footmen seeking their way to the 
castle, but finding none. 

When Sultan Melik Mujdhid saw them thus, and was informed 
of that on which they were unanimous, he wondered at their 
f. 228*' deed, and said : " I recite the litanies of God ! Is there not 
among these men anyone who calls to mind a benefit unto 
him from my father, or a courtesy towards him?" Then he 
commanded a herald to proclaim from the highest part of the 
castle at the pitch of his voice, saying : " O men of Ta*izz ! 
rvi The houses of the Mansiirians are unto you lawful spoil ! " 
Then the 'Emfrs and princes returned to their houses for fear 
of pillage, and the great crowd swallowed them out of sight. 
It was a terrible day ! 

Midday was not passed when his mother, the princess SalAh,^^ 
wrote to him, saying : " I make known unto thee, O my son, 
that the daughters of thy paternal uncle and the whole of the 
women of the princes have been dishonoured and pillaged, so 
that no remnant is left unto them, and they are already gone to 
the precincts of the mosques and colleges." So he commanded 
a herald to proclaim among the people : " Whoever has taken 
anything from the houses of the princes let him restore it" 
Then he gave orders for the arrest of the sons of the princes ; 
and Melik Ndsir, with his son ZeynuM-'Isldm, was arrested. 
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Melik Kimil Te'miiru'd-Dfn son of Melik Mansiir was also 
seized ; and each one of the princes was shut up alone by himself. 
Thus did Melik Mujdhid, on whom God have mercy, possess 
himself of the sovereignty a second time ; and there took place 
between him and the slave-guards promises and undertakings of 
protection. He wrote out for them a rescript of pardon and 
fidelity, proclaiming this for them in the markets and places of 
congregation for the people. 

After a few days he gave orders for Melik Ndsir and for 
Te*muru*d-D{n son of Melik Mansvir to be set at liberty. He 
gave the lieutenancy in this his second sovereignty to the 
*Emfr Jemdlu*d-D{n Biiz son of Hasan, and demanded from 
his paternal uncle, Melik Mansur, that he should write for him 
a letter to his son Dhdhir to surrender Dumluwa. He wrote rw 
this for him, but he would not obey, and refused the surrender. 

The Sultan then equipped against him a force, the commander 
of which was the 'Emir ShujA*u'd-Dfn *Umer son of * Ald'u'd-Dfn, 
also the Sheykh 'Ahmed son of *Imran the *Abbdbite, and the 
Sheykh *Umer son of 'Ebii-Bekr the *Ansite. He also leavened ^*** 
a party against Melik Dhdhir, by corruption, from among the 
'Esh*ub tribe,^^* who marched with the troops of the Sultan by 
a road leading to Dumluwa for the space of about two months. 
The carnage was great on both sides, and the duration of the 
war was prolonged. The greater portion of this was at Jeba', 
in the Ma*Afir country. So when the matter had spun out to 
a great length, Dhahir played them a trick by making them 
believe he had given money to the son of the * Ansite. Many of 
the people went away from the camp in consequence and joined 
themselves to him. The camp was disorganized, its people 
broke up, and they abandoned much of their effects and baggage. 

In the year A.H. 723 (a.d. 1323) Melik Dhdhir wrote to the ^30-) 
'Emfr Bedru'd-Dfn Hasan son of 'Esed, inviting him to enter ^^° 
his service ; and he complied with his wish in the matter. He 
came to him with a dense array, and he sent him forth against 
Jened, and with him a handsome sum of money. He pitched 
against Jened until he took it on Sunday the 13th of the first t 231' 
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Rebf* of the year 723 (20th March, 1323). There were in it 
at the time on the part of Mujdhid the son of his brother, 
Qutbu'd-Din 'Ebii-Bekr son of Melik Mudhaffer Hasan son of 

^^ Dawiid, with 'Ibrdhfm son of Shukr and a party of the Bahriyya 
slave-guards. These latter were bribed, and went over to the 
son of 'Esed, who swore them to fealty to Melik Dhdhir, and 
they so took oath. Qutbu'd-Dfn now became alarmed for 
himself, left Jened, travelled all night, and reached Ta*izz by 
the morning. 'Ibrdhfm son of Shukr, too, returned to Ta*izz 
according to a capitulation agreed upon between him and the 
son of *Esed. 

The son of 'Esed remained in Jened a number of days of 
small amount, and then advanced towards Ta*izz with a large 
force of Kurds, slave-guards, and others besides. He was met 
by Ghiydth son of the Sheybdnite from the canton of the 
Dumeyna."®^ Ghiydth son of the Sheybdnite had already pre- 
sented himself to Melik Dhdhir in the course of these events, 
who showed him honour and consideration, presented him with 
a good sum of money, and commanded him to proceed to Ta*izz. 
So they pitched together against the castle of Ta*izz, the siege 
of which lasted seven days. On the seventh day the son of 
*Esed raised the siege, routed, after more than a hundred of his 
followers had been killed, the numbers of the slain from among 
the men of Ta*izz being about twelve men. 

When the son of 'Esed raised the siege from the castle of 
Ta*izz, as we have related, he proceeded towards Jened, being 
accompanied thither by about fifty horsemen from among the 
slave-guards. They advanced from Jened to Dhdhir himself, 
who was in Dumluwa. He made them presents and comforted 

rvl their minds. But when the Sultan was informed of this he was 
vexed with them, and would not disburse a present for clothing 
to any one of them. They were displeased, and affairs became 
irksome to them until the greater number of them sold their 
accoutrements and part of their clothing. They publicly used 
offensive words against the Sultan, and over and over again did 
insult and annoyance proceed from them. 
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And when it was Thursday the 4th of the latter Jumddd of 
the year A.H. 723 (8th June, 1323), a herald proclaimed from the 
castle, by command of the Sultan, on whom God have mercy, 
a licence to slaughter, capture, and pillage the slave-guards. 
The Sultan ordered the feudal lieutenant (Za*fm) to go forth 
with the force of the low-lying seaboard and guard the road to 
Jened and the road to Shejira. He also ordered 'Ibrdhim son 
of Shukr to go forth with the force of the highlands and take 
charge of the road to the low seaboard and Dhii-Huzeym. 
This was done by them. The slave -guards now came out on 
their horses, and five of them were killed in the parade-ground, 
with one more near the public bath of the Jeba'ite, while several f- 231' 
of them were arrested and made to go up to the castle to the 
Sultan, who caused two of them, 'Esdwf and another, to be 
decapitated and five to be strangled. When it was Sunday the 
7th of the latter Jumidi (nth June) he had two more of them 
strangled, and on Monday the 15th of the month two more. 
So the whole of those who were killed, strangled, or decapitated 
were seventeen men in number. 

When the slave-guards went forth from Ta*izz they marched to ta* 
the village of Khawkhiyya,^^ where they remained some days, 
proceeding then towards Zebfd, of which the governor then was 
Muhammed son of Tarantay, one of their notables. They were 
allowed to enter Zebfd through the connivance of one of the 
inhabitants on the ist of Rejeb in this year 723 (3rd July, 1323). 
They took possession of it for Dhdhir, and they took on them- 
selves its government. 

The *Emfr Nejmu*d-Dfn 'Ahmed son of 'Er-Demir was then 
in the village of Selama.*^^ He went up to the Sultan and 
undertook to him that he would retake Zebid for him. The 
Sultan invested him with four loads of kettledrums, and equipped 
with him about five hundred horsemen and six hundred foot, 
the feudal lieutenant and the collector, the son of 'Imdd, going 
down with them. So they all descended together and pitched 
their camp in the Mansiiriyya garden ^^^^ between Qurtub ^^^^ and 
Zebfd. The slave-guards sallied forth from Zebfd and attacked 
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them in the garden at a time when they were not on the 
alert, but had scattered their forces. So the array was routed, 
the feudal lieutenant being one of those who ran away. 
'Ahmed son of 'Er-Demir was absent, and took no part in 
the affray. The son of *ImAd stood firm with a party of the 
troops, the majority of whom were killed and the rest escaped. 
The 'Emir Nejmu*d-D{n 'Ahmed son of *Er-Demir, who had 
been absent during the fight, now came to the spot and was 
taken prisoner. They took him into Zebfd with them. The 
action occurred on Monday the 8th of Rejeb (loth July, 1323), 

TAi and the 'Em(r Nejmu'd-Dfn remained a prisoner in ZeWd until 
he died at the end of Sha*bin in the same year (beginning of 
September, 1323). 

And in the month of Sha'bdn of this year A.H. 723 (August, 
1323), *Umer son of Diwfddr rebelled in Lahj and *Ebyen, 
marched to 'Aden, and besieged it about twenty days until 
he captured it with the connivance of one of the garrison of 
the Ydfi* tribe. He made the public oration there for Dhdhir. 
f. 232* His entry into *Aden occurred in the latter days of the month 
of Ramaddn in this year (end of September, 1323). The 
'Emfr of 'Aden at the time was the 'Emfr Bedru'd-Dfn Hasan 
son of *Aliyy of Aleppo, whom the son of the Diwidir took 
prisoner and sent to Dhdhir, who again sent him on to Semddn,^*** 
where he imprisoned him. Ja*fer son of 'Enif went down from 
Dumluwa to the son of the Diwfddr and remained with him in 
*Aden until the 20th of Shewwdl (21st October, 1323), when he 
went up to Dumluwa with a goodly treasure and much stuff. 

In the month of Dhu*l-Qa*da Dhdhir equipped a force against 
Jened, commanded by the *Em{r Bedru'd-Dfn Muhammed son 
of *Umer son of *Ald'u'd-D{n the Shihdbite, with whom were 
a party of the Bahriyya slave-guards, such as Qasriyy, Ta'sher, 
and others besides these two. They arrived before Jened on 
the 7th of the month (6th November), and the inhabitants of 
Jened fought stoutly against them. They returned frustrated 
to the village of *Areba,^^*^ where they remained. 

TAf There was in Jened a governor of a very fraudulent and crafty 
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character named the son of Huseyn. He used to receive outfit 
money from Mujdhid and outfit money from Dhdhir, playing 
with both at once. He was one of the worst of governors in 
character and in administration ; one of the most frequent of 
them in perfidy to God and towards the Muslims. So when the 
siege was raised from Jened, as we have related, this governor, 
the son of Huseyn, laid a tax upon the people of Jened and 
vexed them with a grievous vexation, so as to cause injury to 
the community. The Sultan dismissed him from oflSce by 
appointing the son of the Hijdzite, and made him governor of 
the castle of Ta*izz. The people looked upon him with an eye 
of distrust, and he had in his train men of the ShefdHt tribe,^"* 
who used to take possession of people's houses by force and 
commit pillage. They were the cause of every kind of un- 
seemliness. 

In this year A.H. 723 died the Sultan Melik Mansiir 'Eyyiib 
son of our lord the Sultan Melik Mudhaffer Yiisuf son of *Umer 
son of *Aliyy son of Resiil, on Wednesday the 2nd of Safer 
in the year (6th February, 1323), in the palace of the princes 
in the castle of Ta'izz, and in chains. He was buried in the 
college of his father in the city of Ta*izz, known as the 
Mudhafferiyya. May God have mercy on him. 

And therein died our lord Melik Mes^iid Tdju'l-Khilafa Hasan t 232^ 
son of our lord the Sultan Melik Mudhaffer Shemsu'd-Din 
Yiisuf son of *Umer son of *Aliyy son of Resiil, in the city of 
Hays on the 23rd Muharrem of the year (ist February, 1323). 
May God have mercy on him. .^ i,» 

And in it died the judge Sherefu'd-Dfn »2i* 'Ebii'l-Qdsim HassAn f. 234- 
son of the jurist 'Es*ad son of the jurist Muhammed son of Miisd tat 
the 'Imrdnite, wezir of Melik 'Eshref *Umer son of Yiisuf son 
of *Umer son of *Aliyy son of Resiil. He was one of the notables 
of his epoch in learning, in mastership, and in intellect. He 
and his family underwent a vicissitude of fortune during the 
Mu'eyyedian sovereignty, and there happened to them by way 
of confiscation and indignities what is notorious and has already 
been here mentioned. He ceased not to be under a cloud until 
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Sultan Melik Mu'eyyed died, on whom be God's mercy and 
on the whole of them. When his son Sultan Melik MujAhid 
became invested with the affairs of the sovereignty, he turned 
to them with favour and made them go back to their residence, 
causing also bounteous munificences to flow over them until the 
judge died on the nth of Safer in this year 723 (i8th February, 
1323). May God have mercy on him. 

In the year A.H. 724 (A.D. 1323-4) the troops of the castle (of 
Ta*izz) and the Shefdlft tribesmen that were with the son of 
Huseyn, governor in the castle, came to blows. They were 
many times more numerous than the troops. These troops 
made raids on the people of the west quarter of the city, who 
in turn made hostile incursions on the inhabitants of (Mount) 
Sabir. The ShefAlft tribe and those in the castle acted in 
concert, while the inhabitants of the western quarter were at 
one with the people of Sabir. So the hostilities between them 
lasted long. One of the inhabitants of Ta*izz wrote to the 
slave-guards who were in Zebid and informed them of the 
warfare between the troops and the people of the city. So 
^^ the slave-guards sallied forth from Zcbfd for Ta*izz, and they 
reached Ta*izz on the 3rd of the first Reb{* of the year 724 
(3rd March, 1324). They encamped between the troops and 
their assailants, so that no umbrage was taken against them 
by anyone. 

And about this date Melik Mufaddal and his brother Melik 
Fd'iz, two sons of Melik Mudhaffer Hasan son of Ddwiid son of 
Yusuf son of *Umer, came down and proceeded to the low- lying 
seaboard country, together with their followers, both in open 
rebellion against their paternal uncle the Sultan Melik Mujdhid, 
when they were both deprived of both fiefs and allowances. 
They took up their abode in the village of Selama, and moved 
afterwards to Beytu'l-Faqfh of the son of *Ujeyl.^^** 

When Sunday the 21st of the former Rebf* (21st March, 1324) 

was come, *Umer Son of Bdlabdl the *Alemite, the Diwfddr, 

f- 234^ reached Ta*izz after pillaging Jened in a very severe manner. 

He pitched his camp on the mountain in the place of the two 
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colleges, the Mujihidiyya and the 'Afdaliyya. He had already 
sent to *Aden a person to bring up the ballista, and they brought 
some of its timbers by sea to MewzaV**^ and some of them by 
land on men's necks. When they brought the whole, they put 
it together and threw with it a number of rocks, but without 
any effect whatever. So they sent to Dumluwa a person to 
fetch them a second ballista. This Dhdhir sent to them in the 
charge of 'Iftikhdr YAqiit. 

About this date there happened to the Sultan on the part 
of the son of Huseyn that which he had been nourishing in ta© 
his breast as a piece of craft and perfidy. So he turned 
him out of the castle in a kindly manner. And Ghiydth 
son of Biiz was with the Sultan in the castle, and he took 
the place of the other in his confidence. But he, too, betrayed 
the Sultan, and went forth from the castle, proceeding to 
Dhdhir at Dumluwa, swearing to him that he was loyal and 
zealous. So Dhdhir sent him forth with the ballista. He 
possessed sufficient zeal to indicate the corruptness of his 
origin, for he inveighed against the Sultan with the foulest 
epithets, for which there was no cause nor any precedent act 
to call for such. 

Every day there were thrown against the castle about forty 
masses of rock. Thus saith *AHyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite : 
" Huseyn son of *Abdulldh son of Mansur related to me, 
saying : * Hasan son of Miisd son of Ba*lan told me, as from 
a slave-girl named Nukhba,"*® one of the female slaves of our 
lady the princess Saldh, mother of the Sultan Melik Mujdhid, 
and one of those who were in the castle during the siege, 
she having said : ** At the time when the siege was most 
actively pushed on against us, our lord the Sultan Melik 
MujAhid, on whom be mercy, used to move about to a number 
of places in the course of each day and each night. I have 
already thought of one evening among the many when we 
had brought near to the Sultan our lord his ablution water ; 
he had performed his ablution, had finished, and we were 
near him in a certain locality of the castle, with his mother 
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^^'^ close to him, standing in the locality; when lo! a wall from 
among the walls of the castle became split open, and there 
issued from within it a boy of perfect form, with a braid of 
hair^^^* behind his back, who stooped down over our lord the 
Sultan, embraced him, and bore him with speed from that 
spot in which he was sitting to another place. 
/. 235» " *" And we all became alarmed and lost our wits at what we 

saw. So when he set him down in the spot where he placed 
him, there fell a rock from among the rocks of the ballista in the 
very spot where he had been sitting, swerving from it neither to 
the right nor to the left. And when the rock had fallen in that 
spot and demolished it, our lord the Sultan said to that man : 
* Who art thou, O my brother, whom God has sent in favour 
unto me?' He replied: * I, by God, am really thy brother; 
and my father, by God, and thy father, was Ddwiid Mu'eyyed, 
my mother being the slave-girl So-and-so ; but I was taken 
from the belly of my mother, and was brought up with the 
genii, until I became as thou seest me. And when I opined 
that this rock would inevitably be thy destroyer, I bore thee 
from that spot out of love for thee and from commiseration 
towards thee. And know thou, O my brother, that I have 
come to an agreement, I and the familiar of the castle, named 
Busaybis,''^^ to fight for thee on such and such a day. Therefore 
collect thou together those who are with thee for that day, for 

PAv we will verily bring forward all the aid thou mayest wish for. 
I now commend thee to God's keeping.' He then passed 
on and entered into the place whence he had issued. His 
mother now advanced, our lady the princess Saldh, on whom 
be God's mercy, she being out of her wits for her son. When 
she reached him she sat down by him asking for information 
about that man and about what he had done and said. He 
told her what he had said, and then enquired of her concerning 
the slave damsel. She answered : * By God, he hath spoken 
the truth ; for she was pregnant by thy father, and was near her 
time of giving birth, when one morning from among the days 
she arose and her child was wiped away out of her belly, she 
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having become as though she had not been pregnant, and no 
trace of her pregnancy ever appeared after that. She lived 
for a certain space afterwards and then died.* And when the 
day was come on which he had promised him his aid, the Sultan 
collected his followers, and they sallied forth to do battle. They 
produced a very marked impression on them, in spite of their 
own paucity and the great number of the enemy ; and this was 
all owing to naught else but the fighting of a party of others 
than themselves." * ^*2^ But God knows best." 

And when it was the loth day of Shewwdl (about ist 
October, 1324) the slave-guards strove to raise the siege, 
wishing to descend to the seaboard country. But the son of 
the Diwiddr was grieved at this, held a meeting with them, 
and exposed his opinion to them. They answered : " We are 
without largesse." So he gave them a thousand ducats, which 
sum they divided among themselves, and remained. f. 235** 

At this date the Ma*dziba tribesmen attacked Qahma and paa 
laid it to waste. It was the fief of the Sherff DAwiid son 
of Qdsim son of Hamza, and when news reached him of its 
devastation, he went down, and with him descended a party 
of the slave-guards as an expedition, who killed a number of 
the Ma*dziba. So Qahma recovered its former condition; the 
people rebuilt their houses therein, and set in order their 
dwellings. 

And at this date the feudal lieutenant advanced with a force 
composed of the Sherifs, lords of Sa*da, and of Kurds, lords 
of Dhemdr, of the Benu's-Sii*, of the Benii'l-'Esed, and of the 
Benu.*Ald'i'd.Dfn ; also of the Sherffs of Mikhldf and of the 
Suleymdniyy tribe. They kept the festival of sacrifices at 
Mahdlib. On the other hand, the son of Tarantdy had gone 
down to Hays, having left Sunbuliyy as his lieutenant at the 
si^e. And when the slave-guards learnt that the feudal 
lieutenant and the troops with him had arrived, they assembled 
at Kedrd', the Sherifs remaining some days in Mehjem and 
then advancing against Kedrd'. The slave-guards met them 
in the valley named Jihif,^^" and the day of Jdhif became 
VOL. IL 2 
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famous. The Sherffs and those with them were about thirteen 
hundred horsemen, with about a thousand foot They fought 
a desperate battle, and it became a celebrated event. On 
both sides there were a number of slain, and the slave-guards 
r^\ were routed ignominiously though fighting a stout fight. The 
array of the Sherffs would have exhibited weakness had it not 
been for the firmness of *Aliyy son of MiisA, and his taunt to the 
Sherffs : " Unto where is to be the flight? " 

The battle took place in the latter half of Dhii'l-Hijja in the 
year 724 (December 2nd-i6th, 1324). There were killed of the 
notables of the slave-guards, *Ilba, Sirajiyy, 'Uzbek the Sdrimite, 
and *AtinA the Mahmudite, of whom it was said that he was 
braver than the whole of the slave-guards. Of their notables 
there were taken prisoners Qasriyy, Sdrim son of Mik^*(l, and 
the son of Rebdhiyy. This Qasriyy was one of their most 
valiant men also. But his horse came to a standstill with 
him, and he was made prisoner. The Sherffs wished to kill 
him ; but the Sherff *Aliyy son of Miisa kept them from him, 
and said: "The like of this man is not put to death. Had 
there been among his comrades twenty men like him, we had 
not stood up before them a single moment." As to the 
Mahmudite, he fought a good fight until his right hand was 
f. 23^ injured by a blow and became incapable of motion. So when 
the rout set in he went forth by the first road that offered, 
and he came into the country of the Ma*dziba. He had 
already slain a man or men in every one of the Arabian 
tribes, so when they recognized him they slew him. 

And when the slave-guards returned to Zebfd after their 
defeat, the Sherffs set at liberty Qasriyy in exchange for the 
son of 'AlA'u'd-Dfn, whom the slave-guards had deprived of 
ri» power in Zebfd. And when the news came to Ta*izz of the 
discomfiture of the slave-guards at Jdhif, of whom a party 
were in the camp of the son of the DiwfdAr, no composure 
was left in these, and they quitted the camp, abandoning the 
son of the Diwfddr. After their departure he was unable to 
maintain his position, as he had made himself very intimate 
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with the slave-guards. So he decamped in the latter part of 
the same night. The departure of the whole of them took 
place during the night preceding the 20th of Dhii'l-Hijja in 
the year 724 (loth December, 1324). And when the siege 
was raised from Ta*izz, a party returned to the Sultan, among 
whom was GhiyAth son of Biiz ; and him the Sultan received 
with favour. The son of the DiwfdAr marched with his 
followers to Lahj, where he remained a few days collecting 
levies for 'Aden, which he coveted for himself, in spite of 
Dhdhir and of others besides him. 

And in this year A.H. 724 died the noble princess M4'u*s-sem4', 
daughter of the Sultan Melik Mudhaffer Shemsu'd-Din Yiisuf 
son of *Umer son of *Aliyy son of Resiil, her mother having 
been the daughter of *Esedu'd-Dfn Muhammed son of Hasan 
son of *Aliyy son of Resul. She was one of the best of ladies, 
abounding in tenderness and in kindness towards her kin, as 
well as towards others. She left monuments worthy of com- 
memoration, among them being the college that is in the city 
of Zebfd, and is known as the Wdthiqiyya, being contiguous to 
the house of her brother Melik WAthiq. She placed therein 
a precentor, a mu'edhdhin, a beadle, a teacher, and orphans to 
learn the Qur'in, a professor and students to read science ; r\ \ 
and she gave in mortmain trust, out of her landed estates, 
a sufficiency for their maintenance. Her death took place in the 
village of Tureyba,'^ a village among the villages of the vale 
of Zebfd well known. It occurred on the 6th of Sha*bdn of 
this year 724 (27th July, 1324), and she was buried by the side 
of the righteous Sheykh *Is4 Hettdr. May God have mercy on 
the whole of them. 

In the year A H. 725 the son of the Diwfddr<narched from Lahj [ *^^^. 
to 'Aden in the month of Safer (January-February, 1325), and 
besieged the inhabitants very closely. And he was tricked into 
making peace. This was done by the direction of Sultan Melik 
Mujdhid privately given to the governor of 'Aden, who was 
'Ibnu's-Sulayhiyy, and who had set forth to him the pretence 
that he was of the party of ^ihir, as well as a number of the 
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Arabian tribesmen, Khalfl, Jemdl the castrated, and others 
besides. So the son of the Diwiddr agreed to the peace, his 
real intention towards them being also to act with perfidy. So 
when they had come to an agreement, and the peace was con- 
cluded outside the gate, he said to the governor : " Verily I 
desire an entry into the town." But he answered him : ** Nay, 
O our lord, the town is your town ; but what is opportune is 
that you should come in with a party of sober-minded men, of 
those from whom nothing disquieting shall happen to the 
people." So he entered with a party of his followers, and night 
came on. He spent the night drinking with his familiars, and 
f. 2^7^ when day dawned entered the bath, seating himself in its dis- 
robing hall. Then one of his followers said to him : "O our 
r\r lord, hast thou taken this town lor Dhdhir, or for Mujdhid?" 
But he answered him not. He repeated the question to him, 
and he shook his head. But there was by his side then a life- 
guardsman named Meyydh, who had penetrated his design, and 
he said, pointing to him, " This is Dhdhir, and this is MujAhid " ; 
on which he smiled. This speech was carried to the governor, 
who then collected a party of his followers, broke in upon 
him, seized him, bound him, and then put him to death. His 
execution took place on the 7th of the first Rebi* in the year 725 
(22nd February, 1325). 

His brother was in the camp with the remainder of the force 
outside the town, and a herald proclaimed the news to those 
in the camp, informing them of his execution. Thereupon they 
came forth out of the camp and took to flight. His brother 
got away to a castle he had lately repaired, known by the name 
of Munff,^^^* where he remained but a few days, when he was 
seized with a disoKler of the bowels, and died. 

When the son of the Diwfdar had been put to death, as we 
have related, a force was organized by 'Ibnu'sSulayhiyy against 
Lahj, which he captured. Thereupon the brother of the son 
of the Diwfddr wrote to Dhdhir asking for reinforcements, and 
he sent to his assistance the son of Wehfb, Rukn son of Fakhr, 
and a party of both horse and foot. He joined them at Za'dzi* ;^*^ 
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and then Rebf* son of Sulayhiyy, with the son of his paternal 
uncle, Ja*fer, and others besides those two, as well as the troops 
in their company, went forth ; but the Jahdfil men deserted 
them, and sold them, so they fought until they were slain. 

When the slave-guards, on the other hand, went down from r\r 
the camp, as we have related, they halted for some days in 
the village of Seldma, and proceeded then to Zebfd. When 
they entered the city they directed their course to the house 
of Qasriyy and broke into his house upon him. He conceived 
some suspicion about them and was alarmed ; he addressed 
them, saying: "What is it you command, O men of the body- 
guard ? " They answered : " Thou wilt go forth from Zebfd ; 
for thou art the possessor of a fief, and our lord the Sultan 
Melik Dhdhir has decreed that Shihdbiyy be the governor of 
the town, with Turaytaba the Hemddnite as collector therein, 
and the champion Saqriyy as collector-general." Saqriyy was 
at that time in Zebfd, and as soon as he had knowledge of 
their arrival he mounted and went to them at the house 
of Qasriyy. On joining, he saluted them individually and 
collectively, saying then to Qasriyy : " They have told thee 
naught but what is true." To this he answered : " To hear is 
to obey," and pressed upon them to get ready and go forth. 

When this gathering of theirs dispersed, Qasriyy sent for 
the leaders of the *AwArfn ^^^* from among the inhabitants of f. 238' 
Zebfd, and promised them a payment of four thousand ducats 
on condition that they should seize for him Saqriyy, Shihdbiyy, 
Hemdaniyy, and the Sherff Ddwiid son of QAsim son of Hamza. 
These they therefore sought for in their houses, but they de- 
fended themselves, mounted their horses, and sallied forth. The 
*Aw4rfn mob pillaged the houses of the slave-guards during 
the daytime of Thursday and night before Friday in a most r\f 
shameful manner ; and when the daylight of Friday was come 
the whole of the 'Avvdrfn men collected and went to the house 
of Qasriyy, demanding of him the money he had promised 
them, viz. the four thousand ducats There was with him at 
the moment the Sherff Ddwiid son of QAsim son of Hamza, 
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as well as a certain Sunbuliyy, and they remarked : " Is it 
not enough for these fellows that they have already plundered 
our houses and the houses of our comrades, as well as those 
of all the military?" Then Qasriyy drove them from him 
and menaced them, using opprobrious epithets. When they 
heard this from him they yelled with one accord, and surrounded 
his house, pouring in a shower of stones from all sides upon 
him and those with him. He fastened the door of his house 
in their faces, and his slaves fought them during a part of the 
day. After this they mounted on his house-top against him 
from behind. On perceiving this he got on his horse, all his 
comrades and slaves doing so likewise ; they took up their arms 
and sallied forth, making for the Shubdriq gate in flight, after 
combating fiercely. The *Awdrfn men then plundered the 
house of Qasriyy, in which there was a very considerable 
amount of treasure. 

Thus saith *Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite : " My father 
has related to me, God's mercy on him, saying : * While the 
public, on the Friday, were in the cathedral mosque at Zebid, 
lo, there came forward a party of the *Aw4rfn mob, the preacher 
»*^* being in the pulpit. Among them was a fellow named Qa*mus, 
one of their mischievous devils and most audacious men. And 
he said to the preacher : " O thou jurist, put thou up thy oration 
for Melik Mujdhid." But the preacher answered : " No one 
has ordered us to do this." He replied : " Really then ; but 
look at this pike in my hand. By God, if anyone says a word 
to the contrary of this speech I will thrust this pike into him." 
Then he and his companions remained standing by the side 
of the pulpit listening to the preacher until he had delivered 
his oration in the name of Sultan Melik MujAhid.* " This took 
place on Friday the 14th of the first Rebf* in the year 725 
(ist March, 1325), and after that event there was no oration 
put up for Dhdhir in any one of the pulpits of the low seaboard 
country, 
f. 238^ At this date came Melik Mufaddal Shemsu'd-Dfn and his 
brother Fi'iz Qutbu*d-D{n from Beytu'l-Faqfh of the son of 
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*Ujeyl, and they both entered Zebfd when it had declared for 
their paternal uncle Melik MujAhid, taking up their abode 
therein. 

When the slave-guards went forth from Zebid under the 
circumstances we have related, they collected together at Hays, 
and their chiefs proceeded to Melik Ndsir Muhammed son of 
Melik 'Eshref, who was then in the village of SelAma. When 
they met at an interview with him they constrained him to 
make an effort for the sovereignty, and promised him their 
own obedience in all that was needful. So he marched with 
them to Zebfd on the Sunday, 27th of the first Rebf* in the 
year 725 (14th March, 1325). They encamped in the east rn 
garden over against the Shubdriq gate,^*" having with them 
about seventy horsemen. There occurred between him and 
the inhabitants of Zebid a sharp encounter for a portion of 
a day, subsequently to which Melik Ndsir retired to the 
village of Tureyba, where he remained three days, and then 
went to KedrdV*^** staying there about a month collecting its 
taxes. There joined him now the son of *Ald*u'd-Dfn, the 
son of *Esed, and others of the *Em(rs besides these two, who 
all swore obedience to him. 

He then collected his forces and advanced on Zebfd, when 
Shemsu'd-Din Mufaddal with a party of the troops went forth 
against him to Feshdl,^^^ where a combat took place, and 
Shemsu'd-Dfn Mufaddal was defeated, a number of his followers 
being killed. Ndsir now marched towards Zebfd and encamped 
in the village of Tureyba.^^*® Thence he went in force against 
Zebfd, and the *AwArfn men came out to oppose him. They 
fought a fierce battle, and the troops manoeuvred to draw 
them on for a while and then turned upon them, killing 
about twenty men. NAsir and those with him now turned back 
to Feshil. 

The inhabitants of Zebfd now wrote to the Sultan Melik 
Mujdhid, asking him to send to them a governor. So he sent 
from among the troops men after men, among them being 
GhiyAth son of Bdz, *Abdu*n-Nebiyy son of the Sudite, with 
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Beydera, Ta'sher, and *Ibrdhfm son of Ffriiz, so that there were 
collected in Zebfd about two hundred horsemen, 
riv At this date Saqriyy wrote to our lord the Sultan Melik 

f. 239* Mujdhid, on whom may God have mercy, begging of him a 
general amnesty, and his request was complied with. So he 
came in to our lord the Sultan in the latter part of the month 
of the latter Rebi* (March, 1325), and was made to alight at the 
house of Biiz. The Sultan accorded him five loads of kettle- 
drums and five banners, giving him also Hays as his fief. 

On the 30th day of that month of the latter Rebf* the village 
of Seldma was burnt by an immense conflagration, and about 
fifty human beings perished in the flames, besides cattle of 
various kinds. Property of an incalculable value was destroyed, 
for the bulk of the people's monies was there. 

On the 20th of the first Jumddd in this year A.H. 725 (2nd May, 
A.D. 1325), the son of Sii* came forward from his town, Dhemdr, 
to the city of Jened, where he stayed two days or three. There 
then came from the Sultan a pressing invitation, who also sent 
him a dress of honour to Jened. He also commanded the chiefs 
of the forces to meet him. So he was introduced into the 
presence of the Sultan, who gave him a second dress of honour. 
And on the Friday the 5th of the latter Jumddd (17th May) in 
the year, he mounted for him four loads of kettledrums and 
four banners. Then, after the congregational noonday devotions 
of the Friday aforesaid, the Sultan set out to go to Juwwa. 
HA He gathered horsemen and footmen and entered Juwwa on 
Saturday the 6th of the latter Jumddd, on the parade-ground 
of which he caused athletic sports to be held. On the return 
of the Sultan from Juwwa, the troops pillaged 'Ummu Qureysh, 
the village of the Benii-Selima clan, respecting whom it had 
reached the Sultan that they were friends of Dhahir. The 
Sultan's entry into Ta'izz was on Sunday the 7th of the latter 
JumddA in the year 725 (19th May, 1325). 

At this date a party of the inhabitants of Zebul came to the 
Sultan Melik MujAhid, entered his presence, and kissed his two 
feet. They begged him to come down to them in the city of 
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Zebid, where no one would meet him otherwise than with " To 
hear is to obey " ; but, if he did not come down, there would be 
no two for him or for Dhdhir So he resolved upon going down 
to the seaboard country. His departure for Zebfd was on the f« 239* 
Wednesday the lOth of the latter JumddA in the year 725. His 
road lay over the country of the Mughallisiyy, in Wddi Nakhla ; 
and he entered SelAma at dawn on Thursday the nth of the 
latter Jumddd. He immediately gave orders for someone to 
proclaim quarter for the whole of the people. The majority 
of those of the military who were there came to him, such 
as *Abb4s son of *Abdu*l-JeHl and Biiz son of Hasan son of 
Buz, with others besides these two. He granted amnesty to 
the whole, and they marched beneath his most auspicious 
stirrup to Zebfd. No one held back away from him except 
Sunbuliyy and Shihabiyy, who merely requested of him that 
leave should be given to them both to go on the pilgrimage 
journey to Mekka the Honoured. He granted both of them ni 
leave through his favourable resolve, and then marched to 
Zebfd, into which his entry took place on Friday the 12th of 
the latter Jumddd. He encamped in the eastern garden known 
as the Enclosure of Lebfq. 

Correspondence and oral communication took place between 
him and the chiefs of the soldiery ; Melik NAsir and the troops 
being collected at Mahall-Zurayq, and they a very large body, 
a very imposing mass. It was in their idea that the Sultan 
would never come down from the castle. When Tuesday was 
come, the 15th of the latter Jumddd, the Sultan marched against 
them, issuing from Zebfd in the latter part of the day, reaching 
Mahall-Qulqul in the evening, and marching on the morning 
of Wednesday to Nakhl. 

Melik Ndsir sent out messengers to ascertain for him the 
truth of the matter. They posted themselves for him on the 
windings of the road, spying at him from among the bushes. 
When they had recognized him and convinced themselves that 
it was he, they went back to their camp and informed Ndsir 
of this, together with his followers. Their resolutions gave 
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way, their counsels were divided, and their camp was broken 
up. Ndsir, with the Sherffs, the son of Wdlhiq, also the son 
of Tarantdy, and a number of the slave-guards, proceeded to 
the village of Seldma. When the Sultan reached Nakhl he 
remained in the palace until the time of the noontide devotions. 
There presented himself the *Emir *Izzu*d-Dfn Qatdda, begging 
for an amnesty for the son of *Ala*u'd-Dfn and for the remainder 
of the troops. The Sultan granted them the amnesty and 
enquired of them about Ndsir and the son of Tarantdy, but 
they declared they knew not in what direction they were gone. 
So the Sultan remounted in all haste and returned to Zebfd. 
Then there came to Court the jurist *Aliyy son of 'Ebii-Bekr 
f. 24o» of Zeyla*. lord of the village of Seldma, and there came with him 
the jurist *Aliyy son of Niih, both of whom had audiences of 
the Sultan. The news became rumoured abroad that Ndsir 

• 

was in the village of Seldma. So the Sultan equipped the son 
of his brother, Mufaddal, with a party of troops and a posse 
of the *Awdrfn, who advanced on Seldma at dawn on Thursday 
the 1 8th of the latter Jumadd, and surrounded the house of the 
jurist. Mufaddal entered the house of the jurist with a party 
and seized Ndsir son of *Eshref, 'Eshref son of Wdthiq, and 
the son of Tarantdy, with whom he set out on the selfsame 
Thursday to Hays. When they had approached near to Hays 
he took another direction with them towards Ta*izz. He 
marched with whoever was accompanying him of the soldiery, 
and entered Ta*izz with them at dawn on Saturday the 20th 
of the latter Jumddd in that year 725 (ist June, 1325). They 
had already been bound with ropes. They were met by the 
people of Ta*izz, the rabble of whom reviled them and tormented 
them. Had not Mufaddal kept them off they would have 
attacked the son of Tarantdy. 

When they had brought them to Ta*izz he placed Ndsir and 

1^1 the son of his paternal uncle in the tower of the ashes, but put 

the son of Tarantdy in the common jail ; and Ndsir remained 

in prison until he died in the night preceding Thursday the 

lOth of Rejeb in this same year 725 (22nd June, 1325). He 
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was buried on that Thursday with his father in the 'Eshrefiyya 
college *^' in the western quarter of Ta*izz. 

At that date harbingers came in to the Sultan, congratulating f. 240' 
him with the arrival of an expeditionary force from the lands 
of Egypt The Sultan, God's mercy on him, stayed for them 
in the city of Zebfd until they came to him. Their arrival at 
Zebfd took place on Sunday the 17th of Rejeb in the year 
725 (28th June, 1325). They consisted of two thousand horse- 
men and a thousand foot, among whom were four 'Emfrs, and 
the responsible command was with two 'Emfrs out of them. 
These were the 'Emfr Seyfu*d-Dfn Bey-Bars and the 'Emfr 
Jemdlu'd-Dfn Taylin. There were with them twenty-two 
thousand camels to carry their equipments and their provisions. 

When they had drawn nigh to the city, the Sultan went forth 
to receive them at the Large Sandhill,*^* with his troops and his 
courtiers. When he was come near to them and they were in 
his vicinity, they dismounted on foot to him and kissed the 
earth before him, marching then in his suite for a space. They 
had given orders to the upholsterers to set up a tent there. 
They deviated thitherward, and requested him to proceed 
thither with them. So they marched to the tent and entered 
it, the Sultan entering with them. They produced a chest, in 
which was a turban with two falling ends and a rich dress of w 
honour. This dress and turban they invested him with, and 
then they all mounted, the Sultan mounting with them. They 
all marched in his suite until they pitched opposite the Shubdriq 
gate *^^ behind the city on the east quarter. They remained a 
few days, and the Sultan then proceeded to Ta*izz with the 
bulk of his forces and some of the Egyptian troops, for the road 
was not spacious enough for them to enter the city all at once. 
The entry of the Sultan into Ta*izz was on the 25th of the f. 241* 
month of Rejeb aforesaid (6th July, 1325). 

The Egyptian troops issued forth from Zebid, directing their 
march to Ta*izz, and when they had reached the city they acted 
tyrannically therein and in its environs. They spread them- 
selves as far as Jened and its environs in an eastern direction ; 
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they reached Jedfr *^ in the direction of Yemen and Sehfena *^ 
towards the south. They used to find no corn without taking 
it at a price below its fair market value, pillaging also many 
houses in those districts, until corn disappeared there, and was 
imported from a distance only. The market price rose, and the 
land became straitened on its inhabitants to an extreme degree. 
They beat many of the people, and even killed them with blows 
savagely inflicted. They plundered the village of *Uqdqa,*^ 
made captives of the women, and sold them as slaves are sold. 
H* They cut down all the sown crops in the city of Ta*izz and its 
districts. 

In the course of their stay in Ta*izz they sent a party from 
among themselves to Dhdhir, the lord of Dumluwa, who re- 
mained with him about eight days. It is said that he brought 
out to them broadsheet manifestoes that had been written in 
his favour to the effect that he was better fitted than Mujdhid 
(to govern), and that he gave them much gold, inciting them 
to seize Melik MujAhid. They agreed to do this, and he 
promised them large sums of his own accord. When they 
returned to Ta*izz they set about accomplishing what he had 
enjoined on them. They all came together to Shejira, and all 
stood at the gate of the Sultan begging leave to be admitted 
to his presence. He excused himself from an interview with 
them, alleging that he was in the hot bath. He went out by 
the secret gate and at once ascended to the castle. He then 
wrote to their two commanders, saying that (therewith his) 
thanks to them both had reached (them), and "this writing 
of ours in the hands of you both testifies to your arrival and 
to the termination of the need there was for both of you." On 
this they hardly tarried, but contrariwise they attacked (Mount) 
Sabir on the side of *Abed4n, the inhabitants of which did battle 
with them and killed of them about forty men, so that they 
turned back routed. They seized Saqriyy, cut him in two by 
the middle, dragged him on the ground, and ultimately hung 
him up on a tamarisk bush in the market-place of the fairs. 
They next seized Ghiydth son of Biiz. They stayed until three 
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days had elapsed in Sha*b4n (about 13th July, 1325), when they 
took their departure for their journey, taking Ghiydth son of i^i* 
Biiz under their escort. 

The Sultan appealed to them in respect of him, and expended 
on them a goodly sum, by reason of an object he had formed 
about him. But they did not do (what he wished). 

They returned by the road along which they had come, and 
pillaged the seaboard country in a shameful manner. When 
they reached Zebfd an obstacle was offered to their entering it, 
and they encamped outside. The *Emfr thereof was at that f. 241' 
time Nejmu'd-Dfn Muhammed son of the Khirtabirtite, whom 
the Sultan had appointed governor there when he had con- 
vinced himself of the treachery of the son of Huseyn. He 
ordered him to lay hands on the latter and consign him to 
prison. 

When the Egyptian troops were arrived at Harad they cut 
Ghiydth son of Biiz in two in the middle. They had brought 
him with them, having a bond of soft iron round his neck. 
The Sultan, God*s mercy on him, had charged the feudal 
lieutenant to use his best endeavours to deliver Ghiydth son of 
Biiz out of the hands of the Egyptians, even for half the revenue 
of Yemen. So the feudal lieutenant had followed them and 
held a correspondence with them about him. But it is said 
that he was the cause of the other's destruction, and that he 
incited them to it, until they cut him in halves ; and this lest 
he should encumber his path towards rank and towards the 
intimacy of the Sultan. The Egyptian forces then marched 
and directed their steps towards the northern provinces. 

When the Egyptian forces severed their continuance in Ta*izz 
in the b^inning of Sha'bdn, as we have related, the Sultan went 
forth after their departure in the design of visiting Jened, and 
pitched his camp in Hawbdn.**^^ He proceeded next from 1^0 
Hawbdn and encamped in its extensive plain ; then journeyed 
on and passed the night at Rukhdmiyya ; nor did he cease 
travelling until he arrived at dawn in Lahj. There he was 
joined by the son of Ndsiru'd-Dfn with two hundred horsemen, 
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who paid his respects He then proceeded to Za'dzi', where 
there came to him *Aliyy son of the Diwfddr with two hundred 
horsemen and a hundred foot. The Sultan conferred on him 
a dress of honour, as also on the son of Mu'azz and on a number 
of the Jahdfil tribesmen. This was in the night preceding the 
middle day of Sha'bdn (24th July, 1325). 

When the people assembled to perform their devotions the 
Sultan made his appearance with them, and performed the 
service with the people in the mosque. He then mounted 
towards the end of that night in the intention of reaching 
'Aden. The entire force set out with him, and he encamped for 
two days at the mosque of Mebdh,*^ after which he commanded 
the force to array themselves against the people of *Aden. So 
they arra}'ed themselves and gave battle ; but there came out 
of *Aden a force [apparently a whole line is here omitted and 
so noted in the E.I.O. manuscript], and three of the Shefdlit 
tribesmen were slain. So the Sultan was thrown into a perplexity 
as to the troops that had joined him, for they did not fight with 
a determination ; nay, they may even have attempted some evil 
design against him. He therefore ordered the arrest of the son 
of the Diwfddr, and of his son, of the son of his brother, of 
the seneschal of his household surnamed Mu'azz, and of another 
known as the son of Meltiit. He commanded that they should 
be bound and put to death privately. The Sultan afterwards 
seized the castle of the son of the Diw/ddr, which was named 
*Arraf,*^^ and took possession of all that was therein. It was 
near to Shahr. 
M The Sultan remained in the camp against the gate of *Aden 

f. 242* seven days and then removed to 'Ahibba,^"* camping in the 
garden, where he remained eight days. There then arose 
a commotion in the camp, and the Sultan moved away with 
the wish to travel to Zebfd by the road of the sea-coast When 
the Sultan had reached *Ara ^^^^ he ordered the drowning of the 
son of Meltdt, who was consequently drowned there. 

The entry of the Sultan into Zebfd was in the course of the 
month of Ramaddn, and he took up. his abode in Zebfd. The 
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eunuch Husayr went up from Zebfd to Ta*izz, and fetched 
down the paraphernah'a for the festival, the kettledrums, and 
other things. He took up with him a goodly treasure, and 
had in his possession the mandate of the Sultan, under which 
he hung the son of Tarantiy on the Wednesday the 17th of 
Ramadin (2Sth August, 1325), in the place where his camp 
had been when he was besieging the Sultan. He remained 
hung there until Monday the 22nd (30th August), when he 
was taken down and buried, after the dogs had devoured a part 
of him. 

When the Sultan had performed the festival of the termi- 
nation of the fast in Zebfd, he issued forth from this city to go 
to the country of the Ma*dziba tribe in the month of ShewwAl. 
He wasted it, burnt it, and made himself master of it, the 
troops plundering the towns most unmercifully. A number 
of the tribe were killed. *Aliyy, the son of the Diwfddr, died 
at Feshdl, and Mu*azz, his seneschal, died at Nakhl-Medenfyy, 
the Sultan being then encamped there. He had already given 
orders to cut down the date-palms thereof, by reason of the 
multitude of crimes that its inhabitants had committed. 

And at this date the feudal lieutenant came to present himself i"-v 
to the Sultan on his return from the northern provinces, and 
met him at Feshdl as he was coming back from the Ma*dziba 
country. He followed in his suite to Zebfd. When the Sultan 
made his entry on his return from the land of the Ma'dziba 
he seized *Ebu-Bekr son of 'Isrd'fl, with the two sons of his 
brother, *Isrd'fl and Yiisuf. He carried them off with him in 
chains, and 'Ebu-Bekr son of 'Isrd*fl died in the month of 
Dhu'l-Qa'da of this year 725 (October, 1325). 

And when the Sultan had taken up his abode in Zebfd he 
conferred on the son of Shukr the fief of Hays, and on Melik 
Mufaddal the fief df Mehjem, to which he repaired. And as 
he passed by KedrA* on his journey towards Mehjem he met 
the son of Huseyn, who had been its governor, and he seized 
him in the most insulting manner by command of the Sultan, 
and beat him most severely, taking him on with him to Mehjem, 
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f. 242»» and never ceasing to torment him with various tortures, as he 
had been used to treat the people. He then gave orders for 
him to be cut in halves, for his head to be severed and to be 
carried about as a spectacle. Thus saith Jenediyy : " I never 
saw or heard of a more execrable man than he in our time 
as to his conduct in religious or in worldly matters." 

When the isth of Dhu*l-Qa'da in this year 725 (23rd October, 
1325) was arrived, the judge Jemdlu'd-Dfn Muhammed son of 
Mu'min set out for the lands of Egypt with a choice offering. 
Its course was by sea from the shore of Zebfd ; but the son 
r*A of Mu'min went himself by land to the recently formed coast, 
SdhiluU-Hadith,*^^* there embarking, and then all proceeding 
together. 

Now when the feudal lieutenant presented himself to the 
Sultan, as we have recounted, he became predominant in the 
Sultan's affairs, and especially in the northern cantons. Thus 
saith Jenediyy : " One worthy of credence related to me that he 
introduced there many innovations of an obnoxious character, 
and disposed of them as though he were their lord. He 
abolished the charities of the princes as to their benefactions 
to jurists and holders of public offices, such as the sons of 
the Hadramawtite, the sons of 'Ebii'l- Khali, etc. He put 
shame on many of the people, and God put shame upon him ; 
for among the most heinous of sins is the commanding to do 
what God has forbidden, and the forbidding what He hath 
commanded. * When God determines evil against a people 
there is no means of averting it, neither is there any sustainer 
to interpose before it * (Qur*dn, xiii, 12)." 

(f. 243«.»') jp ^j^g ygar ^1^ j2(> (a.d. 1325-6) the Sultan proceeded to 

f. 244* 

Ta*izz, his entrance taking place on the 22nd of Muharrem 

(28th December, 1325) with a goodly escort. The feudal 

lieutenant went up with him, the Sultan alighting in the Shejira 

garden, and his family going down to him in the Shejira palace 

for about nine days. The feudal lieutenant went forth for 

a promenade one evening, and while jousting on his horse he 

and another cavalier came into collision, and the lieutenant 
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fell from his horse's back with so violent a shock that he lost 
all consciousness for a time. When he became conscious he ^*^ 
was carried to his house on a she-mule, having by him them 
who held him firm upon her. On the second day the Sultan 
mounted and rode to near the house of the lieutenant in the 
intention of visiting him, but he turned back without paying 
the visit. It is said that he did visit him on another occasion, 
but God knows best. 

The Sultan now proceeded to Jened on the Sunday, 14th 
of Safer (20th January, 1326), and stayed there one or two 
days. He then ordered the son of Shukr to proceed to the 
seaboard country westward and remain there ; so he went from 
Jened to the western sea-coast district. The Sultan advanced 
towards *Aden, his departure from Jened being on Friday, 
19th of Safer (25th January). He encamped at Rukhdmiyya, 
resumed his route towards *Aden, and readied 'Ahibba on the f. 244' 
23rd (29th January), remaining there till dawn on Thursday, 
the 25th Safer (31st January). He made an attack on Mebdh 
this same Thursday, there being posted in the place a force 
on the part of Dhdhir. A serious conflict ensued between the 
two arrays, and the Dhiihirian troops were completely routed, 
and considerable carnage followed, about seventy of them being 
killed, and among them *Umer son of Shewwdq. Thus it was ; 
and the greater portion of the force showed no determination 
in the fight. When the Dhihirian array was broken Dhahir 
forbade their entrance into 'Aden, and they remained at Mebdh. 
On the side of the Mujdhidian forces four men were killed, 
one of them being the groom of the (Sultan's ?) female mule, 
whose name was 'Ebii-Bekr son of Hamza. 

After that, the Sultan remained at 'Ahibba six days, when •"!• 
another combat took place, and two horsemen were killed of 
the troops of the Sultan, while the son of the brother of the 
son of Sii* was taken prisoner, and the force of our lord the 
Sultan was driven back to Jebel-Hadfd. When the Sultan 
knew of the capture of the son of the brother of the son of Sii*, 
he became inclined to the opinion that the Kurds were not 
VOL. II. 3 
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loyal. The people had already talked with one another to 
that effect. The Sultan then returned to 'Ahibba, where he 
stayed about the half of a month. He then made an attack 
towards Jebel-Hadid; the troops of 'Aden sallied forth, and 
a sharp encounter took place. The ShefdHt tribesmen fought 
a grand fight, exhibiting their determination. Together with 
them Melik Mufaddal, Diwiid son of *Umer son of Suheyl, 
*Esed son of Sdlih, and a number of the followers of the feudal 
lieutenant gave proofs of prowess. The people of *Aden shouted 
out " Bravo ! " to the ShefdHt warriors, and reviled the Ghuzz 
(Kurds) in the coarsest manner. The Sultan returned to 
'Ahibba. 

And when the 8th of the former Rebi* had arrived, there 
was captured a mailbag from the son of *Esed, courier of 
*Aden, out of which his letters were taken, and lo ! in them 
was said that he was coming, and also the 'Imdm Muhammed 
son of Mutahher, with a thousand horsemen and twelve 
thousand foot. In consequence the whole camp became 
agitated, more especially the Kurdish quarter ; and they formed 
ni the bulk of the force. The Sultan was alarmed and scrutinized 
the troops. It became evident to him that they were not 
trustworthy, especially the Kurds. He feared lest they should 
give in their allegiance (to the *Imam). So he mounted and 
advanced towards Ta*izz, reaching Jened at dawn on Thursday 
the 20th and odd day of the month of the latter ReW*. 
Thence he proceeded to Ta*izz on Wednesday the 5th of the 
former Jumddd (8th April, 1326) He alighted at Shejira, 
where he stayed some days, going afterwards into the land 
of the *Awddir tribesmen on Wednesday the 28th (ist May), 
f. 245' killed a number of them, and then returned to Ta*izz. 

Melik Fd'iz and the son of Shukr came forward from the 
western seaboard in the former Jumddd month (April, 1326), 
passing by the country of the Benii's-Sindniyy and completely 
devastating it. They entered Ta'izz in the end of the month 
(ist-3rd May), and remained some days. The son of Shukr 
then returned to his fief, Hays and Mewza*. 
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In the month of the latter Jumidd Dhdhir went forth from 
'Aden to Lahj, and all his followers who were with him came 
forth also. He journeyed by the road through Khabt,^^* and 
the others went by the way of Hubeyb.*^^* Dhdhir then went 
up to Semddn *^^* (castle) and remained there. In the month 
of Sha'bdn (July) the Sultan proceeded to Zebfd, where he 
attacked the 'Awdrfn and arrested their Sheykh, Muhammed 
the Da'isite, together with a large party of them. He hung 
a number of these, and put others to death by the sword, on 
the 28th of Sha'bdn (28th July, 1326). 

His brother had formerly given the city of Harad as a fief to 
Qutbu'd-Dfn. It was now reported to him respecting him that 
he had thrown off his allegiance. He therefore marched against fir 
him from ZeWd, his departure towards him taking place on 
Saturday the 20th of Shewwdl (i8th September, 1326). He 
ceased not to use soft words towards him until he enticed him 
out of Harad. 

And when the Sultan went forth out of Zebfd to go towards 
Harad as we have related, a party of the *Awarin collected 
together to attack Zebfd, their Sheykh then being 'Ahmed 
*Esed, brother of the Da*isite mentioned above. They entered 
the city in the night before the 28th of Shewwdl (26th September), 
at which time its governor was 'AbduV-Rahmdn son of Fakhr, 
generally known as Rukn son of *Ifd'. He fled from Zebid to 
Hillatul-Mejdniba, imagining that all the inhabitants of the 
city were pleased at these events. But the people of the city 
came together that same night, and set out in a body to find 
the law-breaker.s, of whom they arrested a number, and hung 
them by the gate of the *Emfr. They also captured their 
Sheykh, 'Ahmed 'Esed, with a number of others, putting them 
in prison until the 'Em(r came back and resumed their govern- 
ment. He then hung a party of them, and seared the eyesight 
of another number. And the Sultan returned to Zebfd. 

And at this date the judge Jem41u'd-Din Muhammed son of 
Mu'min came to court from the countries of Egypt, and with f. 24s** 
him about thirty horsemen of the slave-guard ; his arrival nr 
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happening on Monday the 29th of Dhii'l-Qa'da in this year 726 
(26th October, 1326). The Sultan made him pass the festival 
of sacrifices in the city of ZeWd. There came upon the Sultan 
something of the tremors of fever ; he went up to Ta*izz in 
consequence, and God, who be extolled, vouchsafed health 
to him. 

In the year A.H. 727 (a.D. 1326-7) the Sultan went up to the 
castle of Ta*ker on Sunday the 5th of Muharrem (ist December, 
1326), remaining in it several days, in the course of which the 
feudal h'eutenant proceeded to the west seaboard country. And 
on Saturday the 12th of the former JumAdd (ist April, 1327) 
the (town of) Dumluwa Mansiira^^® was taken with the con- 
nivance of its garrison, and troops were placed in it on the part 
of the Sultan. 

The judge Jemdlu'd-Dfn Muhammed son of Mu'min went 
up to Jubla to work at the conquest of the mountain known 
by the name of Ba'ddn.^^*^ He took with him a goodly force, 
horse and foot. This took place subsequently to the arrival 
at Ta*izz of the son of Sii*, having with him the son of Shukr. 
The Sultan received them with a pleasant reception, gave them 
dresses of honour, and made presents to them. There came 
also with them a party of Sheykhs of the Medh-hij tribe, and 
of their notables. They asked of the Sultan that money should 
be disbursed to them for the conquest of the mountain. So the 
Sultan gave them a goodly sum, and they went up to Jubla on 
the 7th of the latter Jumada (28th April). The judge Jemilu'd- 
Dfn Muhammed son of Mu'min encamped in Jubla, the son of 
Su* and those with him camped in *Ibb, and the feudal lieutenant 
in Wddi-Duba'.*^*® The Medh-hij tribesmen went up into the 
i*|i" Mount to Ba'ddn and commenced the war therein, but they 
could not achieve there what they had intended. It was said 
that there was a suspicion of the insufficiency of what had been 
t 246' disbursed to them ; and other than this was also said. The 
people of Shewifi ^^*^ went up to the people of Ba'ddn with corre- 
spondence from the son of the jurist *Ebu-Bekr Muhammed 
son of *Umer the Yahyawite, who wrote letters also to Melik 
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Dhihir, although he was on friendly terms with the Sultan 
and in a near approach to his wishes. 

And when the conquest of the mount did not chance to 
happen, the judge Jemdlu*d-Din Muhammed son of Mu'min 
went down from Jubla, and the son of Su' from *Ibb, as also 
the feudal lieutenant from his camp in Wddi-Duba*, by requi- 
sition from the Sultan ; and the Sultan remained in Ta*izz 
until the month of Ramadin (July- August), and then went 
forth taking the route for *Aden on Friday, 26th of that month 
(13th August), until he encamped at 'Ahibba.^^ The feudal 
lieutenant went down with him, he being then the Earl-Marshal 
of the forces. He was thankfully listened to in his measures of 
administration, and belauded when spoken of. He used every 
day to spread a table twice, morning and evening, for such of 
the force as had business to transact ; and this at a time when 
corn was costly and little to be found. 

The Sultan ceased not to make war on *Aden, nor did 
troops cease to come thence against him, horse and foot, the 
struggle between them being one of vicissitudes. And there 
was manifested by Humrdniyy and a party of the slave-guards, 
as also by the men from Ta'izz, bad behaviour and unseemly 
language. i"!* 

The judge Jem41u*d-Din Muhammed son of Mu*min remained 
in camp until the month of Dhii'l-Hijja had come in. He then 
proceeded to the western seaboard lands, having with him the 
son of Mufaddal to collect the revenues there. So they went 
on, escorted by a party of soldiery, and they kept the festival 
of sacrifices at *Ara, going afterwards to Zebfd. 

In the year A. H. 728 (A.D. 1327-8) the son of Mufaddal pro- (f. 246«>) 
ceeded towards the northern districts, and the judge Jemdlu'd- f. 247* 
Dfn Muhammed son of Mu'min remained in the city of Zebfd 
until the son of Mufaddal came back to him with the revenues 
of the northern districts. He then sent forward out of them 
a handsome treasure. 

The Sultan, on whom God have mercy, ceased not to be in 
his camp at *Ahibba, the feudal lieutenant, with the whole of 
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the troops, being in the camp over against the gate of *Aden, 
he being the lord of the state chancery and court. He behaved 
in the best manner as to putting things in their places, and as 
to doing what is related of him. 

In the first decade of Safer in this year 728 (December 3rd- 
13th, 1327), the garrison of Dumluwa sold the castle by means 
of some one in Mansiira. So the *Emfr *Izzu'd-D{n and our 
lady the princess, the noble matron Saldh, used all dispatch in 
sending the eunuch Safiyyu*d-Din Jewher the Ridwdnite to take 
possession of it. He therefore went forth in haste from Ta*izz 
with a sum of ready money and dresses of honour. When he 
had got up to the castle of Dumluwa he flattered and spent 
money until he obtained possession. The sum spent by him 
in the transaction was six thousand royal ducats,^^^ besides the 
f\^ dresses of honour and vestments. There were then in the castle 
Nuru'd-Dfn and a son of his, with his father Tdhir, and a 
daughter of Mansiir. To fetch them the Sultan sent the 'Emfr 
*Izzu'd-Dfn Talha, son of the sister of the feudal lieutenant. 
When he reached Mansiira they came down to him, and he 
travelled with them in arrest to the castle of Ta*izz. They were 
placed in the governor's house in the castle aforesaid, the men 
among them being put in chains. Thus much ; and the Sultan 
f. 247^ was at the time in his camp over against the gate of *Aden. 

And when the end of the month of Safer (ist January, 1328) 
was come, one of the garrison of *Aden, of the Y4fi* tribe, came 
forth to the Sultan, made certain promises to him, took a party 
of the ShefdHt tribesmen, and led them up by night on the side 
of Ta^ker.^^^ And when Thursday was come, the 23rd of Safer 
(27th December, 1327) the Sultan drew out his forces against 
*Aden, and the inhabitants came forth to do battle with him as 
was their wont. Then the Mujdhidian troops showed them- 
selves against them in their rear, shouting in the name of the 
Sultan. The people of *Aden were dismayed ; the gate of 
the city was opened, and the feudal Heutenant with Melik 
Mufaddal went in after the time of noon, the Sultan coming up 
after the time of the night devotion in the night preceding 
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Friday. He passed the night in Ta*ker, and when dawn broke 
on Friday the 24th of Safer (28th December) the Sultan came 
down from Ta*ker, and marched to Khadrd' ^^ on the road of •"W 
the covered way. And when the Saturday was come, he 
summoned a certain number of the slave-guards and a number 
of the Shefdlit partizans of Dhdhir, he being still at Khadrd'. 
And they brought them up to him. Then he ordered the 
decapitation of a party of the slave-guards, of a party of the 
ShefiHt, of Humrdniyy,of an affiliated man ^^^ named Shughuliyy, 
of Hemddniyy, of Shihdbiyy. They also brought down the 
governor, the intendant, and the hostages, linked together by 
a chain of iron. The governor was the son of *Ay-Bek the 
Mes*udite, and the intendant was Muhammed son of Muwaffaq, 
father of Fakhr son of Radiyy, who was killed in Shahr. 
He seared the eyes of a great many of the men ; and when 
it was the nth of the former Reb{* he ordered the son of 
'Ay-Bek and the son of Muwaffaq to be hung, with eight 
others to be drowned,*^"^ among whom were Jurubbiniyy and 
Zemghariyy. 

The Sultan remained until the 20th of the former JumAdd 
(ist April, 1328), when he issued forth from *Aden to proceed 
to Dumluwa, which he entered on the 1st of the latter JumidA 
(loth April); and where he stayed about half a month. He 
then went down to Juwwa, and next on to Jened, which he 
entered late in the day on Tuesday the 22nd of the latter 
Jumada (ist May). The 'Emfr *Izzu*d-D{n Sdlih son of Ndji 
presented himself on the ist of Rejeb (8th May) with a goodly 
force, banners, and kettledrums. The instant of his arrival he 
entered the pavilion to the Sultan. He remained several days. f. 248* 
A tent was pitched for him outside the town, and he went out 
to it after paying homage. When the night preceding Thursday 
was come the 2nd of Rejeb (9th May), there was stolen from 
his tent money and effects to an important amount. And in 
the month of Sha*bdn (6th June-July) Hasan son of *Esed pre- 
sented himself from Dhemdr, bringing with him offerings to the 
Sultan. Among these were some choice horses, one of which 
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i"|A was a matchless stallion of the height of eight spans accurately 
measured ^^ (i8 hands, 72 inches, Arab hands small). 

And on the 8th of Sha*bdn (13th June) the *Emfr *Izzu*d-D{n 
rebelled in the castle of Ta'izz, drove out the servants (of the 
Sultan) that were in it, and gave orders for the pillage of 
the house of the feudal lieutenant, of the house of the son 
of Mu'min, and of the Reshfdiyya (palace?). He then wrote 
to the Sultan and offered excuses for what he had done. There 
proceeded to him the eunuch Jewher the Ridwanite, who was 
at the time controller of the sacred household. He asked for 
an amnesty, and the eunuch returned to report this. His son, 
also, 'Esed son of Sdlih, came to court, and there came with 
him a number of the jurists of Ta*izz, the professors and the 
chief justice there, Muhammed son of 'Umer son of *Abdu'lldh, 
also the chief of the jurists then, 'Ebii-Bekr son of Jibril. They 
betook themselves to the court of the Sultan, who gave orders 
for them to be admitted to his presence. The Sultan received 
them with a very kind reception, and the jurists appealed 
to the Sultan for an amnesty to be granted to the *Emir 
*Izzu'd-Dfn Sdlih. 

The judge Jemdlu*d-D{n Muhammed son of Mu'min came 
also to court from *Aden with a goodly treasure in money 
and effects; and the 'Emir *Izzu*d-Din Sdlih came himself to 
the Sultan on the i6th of Sha*bdn. The jurists presented 
themselves with him, and they had audience with the Sultan 
in the garden. In the course of this audience the Sultan gave 
orders to the eunuch Kafiir-Wfran to proceed and take charge 
of the castle of Ta'izz, and he set out immediately with 
a company of the 'Isbdhiyy ^"^ troops. And words fell from the 

^^^ Sultan, the tenour of which was an animadversion, and his 
kindness of disposition rendered it obligatory. Then the 
jurists and Sdlih came forth from the presence of the Sultan, 
the jurists proceeding to Ta^izz, and Sdlih taking up his abode 
in one of the houses of Jened. 

And when it was the 20th day of Sha'bdn, the Sultan came 
forth with a small retinue and notified to the whole of the 
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troops to come forth. So they came forth in haste to the 
parade-ground. Then he asked for Sdlih and his son out of 
the whole of the people. But he remained sitting, though 
ultimately he went out unwillingly. His son came out with f. 248* 
him, and a party of ShefdHt tribesmen. When Sdlih and his 
son stopped on one side of the parade-ground, the feudal 
lieutenant appeared before them and invited them that he 
might confer with them. He then drew off with them to the 
middle of the parade-ground, having with him a number of 
his followers to whom he had already given instructions con- 
cerning both of them. So these said to the two : *' Do ye two 
surrender yourselves to be arrested ? " They attacked them 
both instantly with spear-thrust and sword-cut, so that Sdlih 
did not alight from his she-mule, save as a corpse. As to his 
son, he fought for a while, and was then slain. The two 
remained the rest of that day of theirs, and the whole of that 
night of theirs, with the whole of their following day and the 
half of their following night, prone on their faces, after which 
he ordered their burial, and the two were buried. 

On the 23rd of Sha'bdn (28th June) the Sultan proceeded 
to Ta'izz and alighted at the Shejira garden, going up to the 
castle on the 26th fist July). And in the month of Ramaddn 
one of the inhabitants of Sabir ^^^ rebelled against the son of 
Munfr, and took the castle out of the hands of a family known 
as the sons of Shureyf. On the 25th of that month (28th July) ^^* 
Melik Mufaddal attacked the *Ehmul ^^^ tribe in the district of 
Mewza*, whose misdeeds had been numerous, and who had 
naenaced Mewza* itself So Melik Mufaddal went forth against 
them, routed them most fearfully, and killed about a hundred 
of them, whose heads he cut off. They became very lowly 
after this. 

On the 26th of Ramadan the castle of Sherff ^^eo ^^g taken 
possession of for our lord the Sultan, who went forth from 
Ta'izz on the 5th of Shewwdl (13th August) to go to the castle 
of Sherff, which he entered on- the 6th, and remained therein 
some days, returning then to Ta*izz and passing several days 
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in its castle. On Saturday the 25th of Dhu'l-Qa'da (ist October) 
he proceeded to the western seaboard, and remained there until 
the end of the year. 

f. 249* In the year A.H. 729 (a.d. 1328-9) the pilgrims came (back 

from Mekka) and reported abundance in Hijdz, and that the 
assembly (at *Arefdt) had taken place on a Friday (17th October, 
1328). And in (the month of) Safer there took place an act of 
treason on the part of certain of the inhabitants of the Mansiira 
of Dumluwa, who admitted a party of the *Esh*ub tribe,^^" and 
plundered the majority of the houses of such inhabitants of 

f. 249»» Mansura as had not plotted treason with them. They then 
wrote to Dhdhir, informing him of their having taken Mansura 
for him, and asking of him succour in money and men. He 
returned his answer (expressive) of his disapproval of this act, 
and of his having neither money nor men with him. So they 
devastated the greater part of the houses in Mansura. And 
^T\ when information reached the Sultan of this event, Melik 
Mujdhid being at that time in the city of Zebfd, he detached 
the eunuch Safiyyu'd-Dfn Jewher the Dhafirite with a hundred 
foot and thirty horsemen, whose captain was Shdmiyy. So 
soon as the 'Esh*ub tribesmen knew of this they fled from 
Mansura, of which the eunuch *Emfnu'd-D(n 'Ehyef took 
possession, and to which Shdmiyy went up, while the eunuch 
Jewher went up from Jendb ^^^ to Ta'izz with the horsemen and 
footmen. The Sultan reached there from the west seaboard on 
the 15th of Safer (19th December, 1328), unwell, for the small- 
pox had attacked him. He remained at the castle some days, 
a son of his dying, and another being born. God vouchsafed 
health to him in the month of the latter Rebf*, when he ordered 
the enrolment of horsemen and of footmen, demanding men in 
every direction, and no one knew where he wished to go. 

And on the ist of the former Jumddd (ist March, 1329) the 
Sultan came down from the castle to Shejira, and then pro- 
ceeded to *Aden, where he stayed until the 20th of Rejeb 
(15th May). In the course of this interval the son of Mu'min 
was mulcted in a large sum, and the son of the Ghanmite was 
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appointed chancellor of the exchequers. The Sultan then went 
up to *Ebyen from *Aden, and was present at the KetWb 
(fair?) in the night before the 28th of Rejeb (23rd May), anni- 
versary of Muhammed's night ascent to Heaven {Leyletu'l- 
Mi'rdj), where he distributed ^^ a large amount in alms. And 
when the days of the Kethfb (fair ?) were over he returned to 
*Aden, and remained there some days, going up afterwards to 
the capital, Ta*izz, in the course of Sha*bdn. He stayed at the 
castle until the festival was past at the end of the month of i"rr 
fasting (26th-28th July), and in the course of his stay he set 
free from prison the son of his paternal uncle, 'Eshref son of 
Wdthiq, and the Sultan took to wife his relation the daughter 
of Withiq on the 8th of Shewwdl (2nd August), going in unto 
her in the latter part of the aforesaid month. 

And in this interval there went up a caravan from *Aden, 
which was seized by the people of Hejer.^^" The Sultan made 
a raid on them on the 4th of Dhii'l-Qa'da (29th August), killing 
a* number of them. He then went up to Dumluwa, stayed 
there a space, and descended to Juwwa, where he held the 
festival of sacrifices. On the middle day of Dhii'l-Hijja 
(9th October) the Sultan went forth against the *Esh*ub tribe,^^^ 
and there ensued a severe fight for several days, and the troops 
of the Sultan were broken on the 19th, when Husdm son of f. 250* 
Tdhir was killed, with a near relation of his, and a number of the 
soldiery, horse and foot. 

In the year A.H. 730 (A.D. 1329-30) the Sultan took the castle f. 2So»» 
of Yumeyn^^^ from *Attdb son of the Sininite by assault under 
the direction of the feudal lieutenant, after his besieging it very 
straitly for a time. The son of the Sininite fled to the district 
of (Mount) Dhakhir.*^^^ Peace was then made between the 
Sultan and Dhihir in the month of Muharrem (October 24th- 
November 23rd), and the Sultan took Dhakhir by assault with 
the sword, and devastated the countries of *Attdb son of the f. 251* 
Sindnite in a pitiless fashion, after having placed a governor 
in Quds,^^® and a governor in the castle of Yumeyn, who was ttr 
the eunuch Jewher the Dhafdrite ; also in the castle of Sdmigh,^^®^ 
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the son of the Husdm who was killed, Tdhir son of Husdm son 
of Tdhir. He slew many of the 'Esh*iib tribesmen. 

And in this year A.H. 730 *Attdb son of the Sindnite made his 
peace by means of the feudal lieutenant, to whom he bound 
himself by solemn vows. He then presented himself at the 
sacred court and surrendered the whole of his countries. 

The Sultan then proceeded to Ta4zz with twelve, or as is 
said, with seventeen thousand (men), besides horsemen of the 
Turks,^^^® of the Arabian tribesmen, of the Kurds, of the Shen'fs, 
and of others as well as these. The marshal of his household at 
that time was Sheref son of Hubdjir,^^^ and the lord marshal 
of his forces was the feudal lieutenant, while 'Aq-Bdy was *Em{r 
of his body-guard. 

And when the Sultan settled down in Ta*izz, he found the 
inhabitants of Ta*izz in the lowest state of morals as to sedition, 
dissoluteness, and shameful vituperativeness. And when the 
20th of Safer (13th December, 1329) was come, the Sultan called 
for the troops and all the commanding officers, sending every 
commander with a party of soldiery to a canton of Mount Sabir. 
These began a war against the inhabitants from many quarters, 
and the troops enveloped them by every pathway. And the 
Sultan went up the mountain and its inhabited parts. He had 
not reached Mu*ddim ^^^ before there were with him about 
forty men's heads ; and he went on with his troops to reach 
i"ri" the castle. On his road he hung a party of them, and ceased 
not to pursue them into every canton, hanging them by every 
pathway, and cutting off their heads until they became com- 
pletely down-trodden. Their Sheykh, the son of Munir, fled 
to Hasd,*^^* where he remained until he died there in the middle 
of the latter Jumddd (20th March, 1330). After fifteen days 
from the date of the fight the Sultan gave orders for a herald 
to proclaim an amnesty to all the weak people of the inhabitants 
of Sabir and to those who bore no weapons. And when the 
Sultan descended from Sabir he took up his abode in Thu*b4t ; 
but when it was the 4th of the latter Rebf* (5th January, 1330) 
he proceeded to Jened. 
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And at this date there arose respecting Melik Mufaddal 
Yiisuf son of Hasan son of Ddwiid many representations to 
the Sultan, and that his intention was to throw off his allegiance. 
So the Sultan called him to Jened, and on his arrival arrested f- 251' 
him, chained him, and sent him to the castle of Ta*izz, where 
he remained imprisoned until the year 753 (1352-3). 

And on the 8th of the latter Rebf* (9th January) the troops 
brought in the judge Ibrdhfm son of Muhammed son of *Umer 
the Yahyawite, and with him some of his children, whom he 
consigned to prison. And on the 13th of that month (14th 
January) the Sheykh *Ubeyd son of Mihjef came to court, 
who was governor of the castle of Ta'ker ^^* and guardian thereof. 
The greater part of the troops went out to meet him, and with 
the *Em{r came down the feudal lieutenant. And when it was 
the 14th he issued his mandate to his son to surrender the •"r© 
castle and all things in his charge to the Sultan's lieutenant. 
The eunuch (Jemdlu'd-Din) Bdri* went up with this mandate, 
and received possession of the castle in the night before the 
15th of the month (i6th January). 

And when it was the 3rd of Shewwdl (i8th July, 1330) the 
Sultan proceeded with his divinely-aided troops to the country 
of the Ma'dfir tribe, and placed separate camps against it, 
his own camp being at Mansura of Dumluwa. The judge 
Jemdlu'd-Din Muhammed son of Mu*min was at that time lord 
of the chancery, and between him and the feudal lieutenant 
there was so great a degree of animosity that select and 
common all knew of it, though there was no other reason for 
it but mutual jealousy for the primacy and for precedency 
with the Sultan. So the son of Mu*min insinuated into the 
Sultan's mind things that made him distrustful of the other ; 
these being no other than that he informed the Sultan that 
the feudal lieutenant had entered into a pact, he and Ghiyath 
son of the Sindnite, for their going over to Dhdhir. This was 
supported in his discourse by Sheref son of Hubajir, this son 
of Hubijir being a most devoted friend of the son of Mu'min. 
Through this cause there was conceived in the Sultan's mind 
a grave resolve, and he took their words to be true. 
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f. 252» In the year A.H. 731 (A.D. 1 330-1) the Sultan made his attack 

on the feudal lieutenant, through what the son of Mu'min 
had insinuated into his mind against the latter, so that the 
Sultan became distrustful of him, and the relations between 
them became darkened over. But the feudal lieutenant had 
not any intimation of this matter. The lieutenant was a man 
who gave repasts, especially in the camps ; for verily he hardly 
ever gave them up. So it chanced that he arranged a banquet, 
•"*"* whereas the Sultan had that day drawn out his forces against 
the people of Matrdn.*"^ The feudal lieutenant had an audience 
of him, and informed him that he had prepared a repast for the 
troops in a body, asking the Sultan to be present at the repast, 
and to spend the evening with them that night. The Sultan 
complied with this request of his ; he returned to his own 
quarters and busied himself with completing the arrangement 
of the banquet and with adding thereto. 

When the son of Mu'min heard of this he hasted to the 
Sultan, he and the son of Hubdjir, and they both informed him 
that the lieutenant had no other object in view than to seize 
the Sultan and to initiate the Dhihirian sovereignty. The 
Sultan entertained no doubt as to this, through what the two 
had already put into his head. So he set out instantly to 
Mansiira of Dumluwa, which he entered after the time of the 
sunset devotions. He sent immediately to order the feudal 
lieutenant to come to him ; and when he arrived gave orders 
to put him to death. He was therefore slain, his head was cut 
off, and a number of his attendants were seized and put in 
chains. The only one of his intimates who escaped was the 

f. 252»» judge Jemdlu'd-D{n Muhammed son of Hassdn, who was at 
the time secretary to the feudal lieutenant in great affairs and 
small, so that he was the pivot of his whole concern. 

When the feudal lieutenant had been put to death as we 
have mentioned, and the Sultan had taken Matrdn, returning 
then to Ta*izz, the son of Mu'min now began to throw out 
hints and assert that Ghiydth son of the Sininite was one of 
the corner-stones of the plot. But the Sultan turned away 
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from complying with what he wanted, and said : " This is a man ""r^ 
who has secured himself against me by oaths of stringent force, 
and I will not violate that which I have agreed to in his favour 
and against myself, though I have no doubt that he is a piece 
of mischief; but if *AbduV-Rahm4n the Yahyawite will bring 
an allegation against him that he killed his brother unjustly, 
we will make him confront him in a canonical manner." The 
son of Mu'min signified (this) to the judge Wejihu'd-Din 
(*AbduV-Rahm4n the Yahyawite ?), and also summoned the son 
of the Sindnite. The Sultan, furthermore, sent for the Judge 
of Judges, who was the judge (*Af{fu'd-Din) *Abdu'l-'Ekber. 
The chiefs of the jurists and the great officers of the realm, too, 
were present. Then did Wejihu*d-D{n make allegation against 
Ghiyith that he had killed his brother unjustly and out of 
enmity. The son of the Sininite denied this part of his 
allegation. The president said to the judge Wejfhu'd-Dfn : 
**Put forward the proof, or I shall administer to him the 
canonical oaths." Wej(hu'd-D{n turned to the Sultan and said : 
" O our lord the Sultan, there is with thee in my favour a 
witness, the production of which I wish for." But the Sultan 
said : " There is not with me in thy favour, or in his favour, 
any witness ; but he wrote to me a letter in which he informed 
me of the slaying of thy brother." On which he rejoined : 
** O our lord the Sultan, I wish for the production of the letter." 
So the Sultan gave orders, in this his situation, to one who 
should produce the letter. And when the letter had been read 
out to the assembly present, the son of the Sindnite admitted 
that it was his writing, but denied that he had actually per- 
formed the slaying. The president then said to him : " The 
decision must needs be pronounced against thee, inasmuch as 
thou hast admitted that this letter is thy letter, and thou hast er^ 
stated in the letter that thou wast his slayer." Then the judge 
Wej(hu*d-Din asked of the Sultan that he should put him in 
power over his adversary, and the Sultan gave command for 
his delivery to him. He was therefore given up to him, and he 
took him and gave instructions against him in the selfsame 
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hour. So he was led forth to the Jehmeliyya *^^* market-place (?) 
and slain in retribution. The slaughter of him was but a short 
time after the slaughter of the feudal lieutenant. 

And in this year A.H. 731 the Sultan gave orders for the con- 
struction of the college which he built in the Jubeyl ^^'^ quarter 
of the city of Ta*izz, making it a college, a cathedral, and 

f. 253* a convent. He established therein a precentor, a preacher, 
a mu'ezzin, a beadle, a professor, students to read jurisprudence, 
a traditionist, with students to read tradition, and a teacher, 
with orphans to learn the Qur'dn ; also a sheykh, a principal, 
and poor men, with food for casual visitors. He assigned to 
it in mortmain trust a goodly estate, sufficient to maintain the 
whole of them. 

In the year A.H. 732 (a.d. 133 1-2) the Sultan detached troops 
to the Mikhlif*^^® (district), and commenced hostilities against 
it from every quarter, so that he conquered the castle of Hdbb 
in Dhu*l-Qa*da of this year. 

f. 253^ In the year A.H. 733 (a.d. 1332-3) the Sultan took possession 

of all the Hadaqiyya 1^*^ castles, and the tribes tendered their 
pfl submission voluntarily or by constraint. The country was 
reduced to order, and the opponents were brought to obedience. 
And the Sultan, on whom God have mercy, gave command 
for the edification of the walls of Thu'bdt, which had not been 
walled before this time. And he put several gates to it, 
establishing over the gates guardians and warders. So the 
realm was settled, and the partizans of Melik Dhahir fled 
from it when matters became straitened unto them and they 
found no refuge in which they could take shelter. Melik Dhihir 
then wrote to the judge Jemdlu'd-Din Muhammed son of 
Mu'min, and to the *Emir Sherefu'd-Din son of Hubdjir, that 
they should strive after a peace and forgiveness for him, begging 
also for a general amnesty for himself and those with him, 
relations or slaves. Our lord the Sultan complied with this, 
and sent the judge Jemalu'd-Din Muhammed son of Mu'min, 
with the *Emir Sherefu'd-Din son of Hubajir, to proceed to him, 
that he might come to court in company of the two. So they 
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went to him at SemdAn with the sacred amnesty, and he came 
to court in company of them both. 

In the year A.H. 734 (a.d. 1333-4) Melik Dhdhir came down f. 254' 
from Semdcin under the general amnesty in company of the 
judge JemAlu*d-Din Muhammed son of Mu'min and the Kmir 
Sherefu*d-D(n Musd son of Hubdjir. The Sultan gave orders 
for him to be conducted up to the castle and that he should 
be consigned to the palace of the governor in honour and 
respect. So he remained therein until the month of the latter 
Rebf* (December, 1333) of the same year, and then died ; may «•• 
God have mercy on him. And when news of his death reached 
the Sultan, he issued an order to the judge of the city of Ta4zz 
at the time, and to all the principal jurists there, that they 
should view him at the time of his being washed, and examifie 
his members ; but they found in him no trace, and verily he 
died a natural death. So he was washed and shrouded, prayed 
over and buried in the mausoleum of the princes at *Udeyna, 
this being the mausoleum which is contiguous to the cathedral 
of the *Udeyna on the south side. 

And in this year 734 the building up of the walls of Thu*bdt 
was completed, its gates were put in their- places, and it became 
a fortified city. He repaired its cathedral and brought running 
water to it. He also established therein a precentor, a mu'ezzin, 
a preacher, a teacher, and orphans to learn the noble Qur^dn, 
a traditionist to read the tradition of the apostle of God, on 
whom be God's greeting and salutation. And the Sultan gave 
in mortmain trust a goodly estate sufficient for the maintenance 
of the whole of them. 

In the year A.H. 735 (A.D. 1334-5) the Sultan fell foul of the 
judge JemAlu'd-Din Muhammed son of Mu'min. Thus hath 
said *Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite : " The jurist 'Ismi*(l 
son of *Aliyy son of Thumama, one of those who relate histories, 
told me that the catastrophe of the judge Jemalu*d-Dfn occurred 
in the year 737. But God knows best." They have said : The f. 254^ 
son of Mu'min was an envious man towards people of high 1^1 
stations. He ceased not to incite the Sultan against the men 
VOL. II. 4 
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of mark from among his erudites until he had destroyed him. 
Many of the people perished through his secret backbiting. 
The judge Muwaffaqu'd-Dfn *Abdu'lldh son of 'Aliyy son of 
Muhammed son of *Umer the Yahyawite, whose father was 
known as "The Intimate," was the paragon of his time for 
eloquence, comeliness, leadership, and administration. Seldom 
is it that time produces his like. The son of Mu'min became 
envious of him, to an extreme degree, for his perfection and 
for his fitness for the leadership. He used to depreciate his 
worth to the Sultan, fall foul of him, and incite him against 
him time after time. He was consequently fined by confiscation 
several times. At last he was once fined by confiscation under 
the agency of the son of Mu'min, who gave orders for him 
to be most grievously incarcerated and severely tortured, being 
desirous for his death. And the son of Mu'min had a steward 
over his household, whose name was Sa*id. An acquaintanceship 
existed between him and the judge Muwaffaqu'd-Din of a very 
intimate nature, and of which the son of Mu'min was not aware. 
This steward gave him notice of the design of the son of Mu'min 
against him. In consequence he begged of him the production 
in secret of an inkstand and paper in the hot bath. He pro- 
duced for him an inkstand in the half of a walnut-shell, with 
a pen. So he, being in the hot bath, wrote a letter to the 
Sultan of a jocose nature, in which he said : "O our lord, a raid, 
a spoil ! If it be the life of the least of thy slaves, be it by 
irr thy hand, O our lord the Sultan, and not at the hand of the 
son of Mu'min and at a distance from thee. If the object be 
money, then do you hasten to reach me, for verily I am in 
the last minute of my life with the son of Mu'min. And may 
the least of the slaves be committed to whomsoever you will." 
And when the Sultan was apprised of his letter he sent a party 
of the body-guard, who beset the house of the son of Mu'min 
and snatched him out of his hand, leading him to the august 
court. The Sultan committed him to the 'Emir of the body- 
guard, when one of his family was accepted as his security for 
ten thousand ducats, and he was set at liberty on that selfsame 
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day of his. The judge Muwaffaqu*d-Dfn and the judge Jemdlu'd- 
Dfn Muhammed son of Hassdn were confederates. So the judge 
Muwaffaqu'd-Dfn began from that day to write in imitation 
of the handwriting of the son of Mu'min. Now the son of 
Mu'min used to write a beautiful hand, and he ceased not to 
write in imitation of his hand until he had become master 
of it, letter for letter, and imitated it in the whole of its 
appearance. And when he had acquired it fully, he wrote in 
that hand of his to all the tribes of the people of Ba*dcin f. 255' 
and Shewdfi, as also others, reviling the Sultan and his mode 
of life, requesting also of them that they should put him in 
possession of the castles, and promising them on his part all 
sorts of benefits and the whole of their accounts against him 
in cash or after a fixed delay. The papers were allowed to 
fall on the road, and various people picked them up, travellers ^prr 
and others, so that all who so chanced became aware, and 
something of the matter was carried and reported to the Sultan. 
When he was apprised of them he entertained no doubt that 
they were in his handwriting, so there occurred to his mind 
respecting him a most serious resolve. Subsequently the judge 
Jemdlu'd-Dm, when an opportunity offered, seized it,' and 
arranged with a number of associates and intimates of the 
Sultan that they should be frequent in their mention of the 
son of Mu*min and of his evil deeds ; also that they should 
not speak of him unless with all kinds of opprobrium, so that 
the Sultan should become annoyed with him and the relations 
between them should grow unpleasant. The judge Muwaffaqu'd- 
Dfn assured the Sultan of the treachery of the son of Mu'min in 
many matters. 

And when the Sultan had resolved upon a rupture with him, 
he showered his favours upon him in the most absolute manner 
and contrarily to his usual practice, so that he would decide no 
matter except on his recommendation, and even promised him 
the office of wezir by word of mouth. He had before this been 
appointed Judge of Judges, and four loads of kettledrums with 
four banners had been assigned to him. He was a judge with 
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a fief ; he used to give his opinion in matters pertaining to the 
office of the wezfr, and the whole court was in his hands. 

And when it was the daytime of a Friday he was sent for in 
a pressing manner to come to Thu*bdt, his residence being in 
the western quarter of the city of Ta*izz. He went up after the 
Friday congregational service, and when he entered Thu*bAt by 
the Ta*izz gate he was arrested there, and a strict guard set 
over him, he being shut up in the Ta*izz gate. The Sultan 
frf instantly gave orders to the eunuch Safiyyu'd-Dfn Jewher the 
Ridwdnite to mount his horse, attack the house of the son of 
Mu'min, and seize the whole of what was in it. So he mounted, 
attacked the house, and seized the whole of his paraphernalia. 
His beasts, his furniture, and his maidens were all seized. He 
was subsequently put in the jail of Thu*bdt, where he remained 
for some days, after which the Sultan sent him to Ta*ker,*^ 
where he was put to death, and was buried in Baqilcin, where 
his grave is well known and celebrated. 
1 255»» In the year A.H. 736 (A.D. 1335-6) the Sultan took possession 

of the whole of the castles in the Surdud district ; and in this 
year the new silver coin, the Riydhiyy ^^^ dirhem, was issued, 
the Sultan commanding that in all the revenue receipts no 
other than this new dirhem should be accepted from either 
the peasantry or the merchants. The peasantry suffered loss 
through this. The practice had been in the Mu'eyyediyya, 
Mudhafferiyya, and Mansiiriyya reigns, to demand from the 
peasants the taxes that were imposed on them for their harvest 
produce on the footing of the market price ruling in the last 
month, Dhii'l-Hijja of the preceding year. In the case of the 
present year the market price during Dhii'l-Hijja had risen in 
a very great degree, and had fallen considerably in the days 
of the sales, when the issue of the new Riydhiyy dirhem took 
place. Sq the peasantry suffered an enormous loss, and their 
condition became one of destitution. A part of them took to 
flight, while a few had the fortitude to remain. When the year 
fro came to a close, the peasants in the vale of Zebfd forsook their 
husbandry and dispersed themselves in the recesses of the 
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countries, so few remaining in residence that they could not 
cultivate by reason of their small numbers. 

In the year A.H. 737 (A.D. 1336-7) the Sultan came down 
from Ta'izz to Zebfd, when tidings reached him of the ruin of 
the vale and the dispersal of the peasantry. He was, God's 
mercy on him, a loving friend of the peasantry, and tenderly 
mindful towards them. So when he had settled down in the 
capital of Zebfd, heralds proclaimed security to the peasants f. 256* 
and an examination into the wrongs of which they complained. 
On this they came to the sacred gate, and a command of the 
Sultan was issued for a party of their chiefs to be received in 
audience. So four of them were admitted to an audience, at 
which were present the 'Emirs, the wezfrs, the ushers, and the 
secretaries, so that it was a most solemn audience. Then said 
the Sultan to the wezfr : " Ask thou the syndics of our peasantry 
what it is of which they complain as against us, so that we may 
remove it from them." And now the wezfr, addressing the 
peasants, said : " O ye peasants, what is it you complain of, as 
against our lord the Sultan, and what is the reason of your 
flight and of your neglecting the improvement of your 
countries ? " They thereupon replied : " By God, we complain 
not of anything as against our lord the Sultan ; we merely 
complain of the market price of Dhu'l-Hijja." The Sultan 
asked : " What, then, is this market price of Dhu'l-Hijja ? " And 
they answered : "O our lord the Sultan, we are asked for what 
is imposed upon us for the august exchequer from every high- iTi 
priced thing, at the time of its sale, and at the season of corn 
when it is low-priced ; but they demand from us the market 
price of last year, when the market prices were high and 
when corn was not to be found, so that a measure is not to 
be got hold of, save by the counting out (in payment afterwards) 
of many measures. And that which is imposed upon us for 
the august exchequer is simply corn in kind, of what we have 
sown, or its price at the time of the demand. This, then, is 
the cause that has brought injury to us, and we fled." Then 
the Sultan rejoined : " This, by God, is manifest injustice, and 
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there is no blame on you for having fled." On this he shut 
down the lid of the inkstand. And it was a practice with 
him when he shut down the lid of the inkstand in the hall 
of audience the assembly was dissolved. So when he shut 
down the inkstand as we have related, all those present went 
forth, and none remained, save the wezir and the Lord 
Chamberlain. Then the Sultan gave command to the wez(r 
that he should order the clerks of the rolls to write out 
a broadsheet ordinance for the observance of half-monthly 
valuations for the whole of the peasantry in the western sea- 
board low countries. And this was a thing in which no one 
had established a precedent for him among the princes. It was 
that every half-month there was to be taken for the august 
exchequer the most desirable market price, so that in each 
month two current prices were taken, one for the new moon 
half, from the first day in it to the close of the fifteenth day, and 
another for the latter half, from the sixteenth day until the 
Prv end of the month, and they ceased not to conform to this 
until he died ; may God sanctify his grave. This act was one 
of his celebrated good deeds. Thus hath said *Aliyy son of 
Hasan the Khazrejite : " When the Sultan Melik Mujdhid 
f. 256»> died, on whom be God's mercy, the peasantry were heard to 
enumerate of him many good deeds, of which three had had 
no precedent set for him by anyone. The first of these was 
an augmentation of the peasants' allowance *^^ in every district 
of the whole of the western low-lying seaboard countries, 
according to the difference of their sizes ; and in this aug- 
mentation no one of the princes had taken precedence of him. 
The second was the establishment of the half- monthly market 
prices in the whole of the districts of those seaboard countries 
in which no one had taken precedence of him. The third was 
the subtraction of one quarter in all the districts. And these 
three took place during the latter portion of his lifetime. And 
he (the Prophet), on whom be the gratulation and greeting of 
God, has said : * Action is in the conclusions.' May God show 
mercy on his eternal abode, and may the showers of grace 
moisten his grave ! " 
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In the year A.H. 738 (A.D. 1337-8) the Sultan went up to 
Dhu-Jibla and abode in DAr-Seleim,^*^ detaching troops against 
Dhemdr, under the *Em(r Zeynu'd-Dfn QardjA, with four hundred 
horsemen and eleven thousand foot; he furnished them also 
with a ballista. So they pitched against DhemAr until they 
took it by assault. They afterwards pitched against the castle 
of Hezzan until they took it by assault also in Dhii'l-Hijja of 
the year (June-July, 1338). And the *Emfr Zeynu*d-Dfn 
QardjA was appointed governor there. ^^ 

In the year A.H. 739 (A.D. 1338-9) the 'Emir Zeynu'd-Dfn 
QardjA was removed from the government of DhemAr, and the 
son of the HijAzite was appointed. His conduct was bad, so 
the Kurds rebelled against him and besieged him in HezzAn 
for a time. Afterwards he went down to the court of the 
Sultan, those countries being lost. The Sultan became furious 
against him and extremely angry. He fined him one hundred f. 257" 
thousand ducats and seized his beasts, forty head of celebrated 
horses of race, and sixty camels. 

And in this year A.H. 739 the Sultan gave orders for the 
renovation of the walls of Zebfd, the repair of its gates and of 
its moats. The commissioner for these works at the time was 
the 'Emir ShujA*u'd-Din *Umer son of *UthmAn son of MukhtAr, 
who was also in that day its governor, its collector, and its 
intendant The works were continued unceasingly there until 
the year 741. 

In the year A.H. 740 (A.D. 1339-40) the Sultan gave orders for 
the construction of the college which is in Mekka the Honoured, 
and is commonly known by the name MujAhidiyya. He gave 
a dotation to it of a goodly estate in mortmain trust from his 
own blessed lands sufficient for the maintenance of the whole. 
He laid this estate in three localities of the vale of Zebfd ; one 
locality in its upper course, one locality in its lower course, and 
one locality in its middle course, out of his consideration for its 
established occupants, and as a precaution in their favour, 
fearing lest any one locality should deteriorate, and then there 
would be found in the others that wherewith they could succour «T1 
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themselves during that yeiar of theirs until the year to come. 
And may the mercy of God be upon him ! How wise was his 
foresight, and how delightful is his joy and his place of joy ! 

In the year A.H. 741 (A.D. 1340-1) the edification of the wall 
of Zebfd was finished ; its eight gates **** were renovated and 
their pinnacles gilt, so that they became like the shining stars. 

And in this year the Ma*Aziba*^ tribe committed great 
t 257*» excesses in the western low seaboard countries ; and the Sultan 
came down from Ta*izz as was his usual custom. And when 
he had reached Hays he made a foray towards the lands of 
the Ma'dziba. He did not enter, but pitched with the troops in 
their country, and gave orders for the date-palms of Mudebbi*^** 
to be cut down. So they were cut down from their very roots. 
He slew of the Ma*Aziba a considerable number, and captured 
others. He made the elephant amuse himself with (torturing) 
some of these (to death), and had the remainder drowned in 
the sea. Afterwards, as a last stroke in their affair, he appointed 
as sheykh over them a woman named '* the daughter of *Atif," 
to whom he gave a dress of honour. She used to ride a beast, 
either one of the asses or a she-camel, and used to lead the 
Ma*dziba men, to the very last of them, after their vehement 
irregularities and great insubordination. 

In the year a.h. 742 (A.D. 134 1-2) the Sultan went on a 
journey to Mekka the Honoured, wishing to perform the 
pilgrimage to the sacred House of God. There travelled in 
his suite, of levies and troops, what exceeds description, 
horsemen and foot. His departure from Ta*izz, the capital, 
ffp» took place at day-dawn on Thursday the 6th of Shewwdl 
(13th March) in this year (1342). He entered Zebfd on the 
Tuesday, nth of ShewwAl (i8th March). 

" In a concourse^ the dust of which covered up the eyes^ which 
became as it were visible to tfte ears ; a successful one 
smites therewith the distant land^ every distant thing being 
to him near at hand.'* 

U 258» He pitched in the garden of the level torrent-bed, which is 
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known as "the Inclosure of Lebfq."**^ His departure from 
Zebfd was on Friday the 14th Shewwdl (21st March); the 
respectable Sherff, the 'Emfr *Izzu'd-D{n Baghiyya son of 
Rumeytha son of 'Ebu-Numeyy, lord of Mekka, being in his 
suite and travelling in his train. His entrance into Mehjem 
took place at dawn on Friday the 28th Shewwil (4th April), 
and he stayed there until the 3rd of Dhii'l-Qa*da, when he 
again set out thence, entering Haly of the son of Ya*qiib on 
Sunday the 15th, and staying until the i8th, when he resumed 
his journey and arrived in the vale of Yelemlem *^* on the 
Monday, 30th of Dhii'l-Qa'da (7th May). 

The Sultan gave orders for travelling tanks of leather to be 
set out. They were accordingly arranged and filled with water, 
into which were mixed parched barley-meal and sugar, as much 
as God willed. These he distributed gratis to the people, so 
that small and great drank of them. He also gave alms to 
the people, a large sum in silver coin and cloths for the pilgrim 
garb. On that day the Sherff Rumeytha son of 'Ebii-Numeyy 
presented himself, who was at the time lord of Mekka; and 
with him came all the great Sherifs of the people of Mekka, who ff\ 
were presented to the Sultan. He gave alms to the whole 
of them according to the degree of their several ranks ; giving 
to the Sherff Rumeytha forty thousand dirhems in the new 
Mujdhidiyya silver coinage,*^* as well as a large quantity of 
garments and of perfumes, such as musk, ambergris, and lign- 
aloes. He gave him a dress of honour, as also to those of the 
Sherffs who were with him. He presented him with a number of 
horses and mules, completely harnessed and caparisoned. 

The Sultan then resumed his journey, arriving in the evening 
of the first night of Dhu'l-Hijja at the well of *Aliyy, Bi'r 
*Aliyy,*^ on whom be greeting, and remaining there until dawn 
of day. He now journeyed again, and reached Mekka in the 
night preceding Wednesday the 2nd of Dhu'l-Hijja, entering at 
the time of nightfall worship, performing the circumambulation 
of arrivaV^^ as also the course of running ; ^^^ after these two 
obligatory rites he entered the venerated house.*^* Issuing from 
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the house, he entered his college, the Mujihidiyya, and then 
went out to the tented camp in the latter part of the night. 
At daybreak he performed the service of dawn, after which 
he re-entered Mekka to remain there all the daytime of 
Wednesday the 2nd, the night preceding Thursday, and the 
daytime of Thursday (the 3rd), in his college, contemplating the 
honoured house and them who circumambulated around it 
f. 258^ When the day of Friday (the 4th) was come, the Egyptian 

caravan arrived with those who accompanied it, Maghribiyy ^^ 
and Tukruriyys.*^^ After the noontide congregational worship 
of Friday, he sent for the /Emir of the Egyptian caravan and 
•"i"r clothed him with a splendid dress of honour. 

The Syrian caravan arrived on Saturday the 5th of Dhii'l- 
Hijja, with the people of Syria (or Damascus), men of Safed,*^® 
men of Aleppo,^^^ and others besides these. The Sultan gave 
alms to the *Em{r of the Syrian caravan in the shape of 
a beautiful dress of honour, this occurring on the Monday 
the 7th of Dhii'l-Hijja. On Tuesday the 8th the Sultan 
mounted with his divinely-aided troops for Mind,*^^ and spent 
there the night preceding Wednesday the 9th. At dawn he 
journeyed to the holy station ^^^ with his troops and his levies 
in humility, with downcast eyes, propriety, and bashfulness, 
a spirit not swerving to vile things, and an eye not turning 
towards his like. The sacred station occurred on the 
Wednesday, and when the mu'ezzin proclaimed the time of 
noontide worship on this festival-eve day,**^ he performed his 
devotions in response to those of the precentor, and then rode 
towards the rocks over against the station of the apostle of 
God, on whom God bestow salutation and greeting. And he 
ceased not to remain standing in the presence of God, whose 
praises be recited and who be extolled, until the end of the day, 
giving glory, honour, praise, and respect. 

When the day came to a close the 'Emfr of the Egyptian 
caravan, as also the 'Emfr of the Damascus caravan, presented 
themselves and begged to stand respectfully before him to kiss 
his august hand. He gave them both permission, so they both 
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entered his presence and both kissed his noble hand repeatedly, 
with a profusion of prayers for him. When the sun had set 
they begged him to permit them to march in his suite, but he 
desired them both to march with their own troops and their 
own palanquins of state. So they both kissed his hand and ft^ 
withdrew, while he remained, as also those with him, his troops 
and his intimates. And he ceased not to weep, to humble 
himself, to pray, and to abase him, those present weeping as 
he shed tears, and responding with amens to his prayers. And 
when it was the end of twilight at nightfall,*^^ he set out with 
his divinely aided troops for the station of Muzdelifa,^^®* not 
moving thence until he had performed his devotions at dawn 
on the day of sacrificing, and had taken what he required of 
pebbles for the stone-throwing. Then he proceeded towards 
Mind, the soldiery being trooped around him and the cavalry 
drawn up as a fence about him. 

" A prince wko^ whenever he resolves, carries out his resolutions, 
Alas ! would that the step of death towards him could 
take a siesta ! 
And cavaliers whom thou seest rushing into every country, and f. 259" 
when they alight therein, it takes no siesta!^ 

And he ceased not to journey up to the great lapidation, 
where he cast his pebbles, and then proceeded to his tented 
camp. The troops of Syria and Egypt marched in front of 
him to his camp, where he remained that day of his, which was 
the Thursday the loth of Dhu'l-Hijja. 

And when it was daylight on the Friday he proceeded to 
Mekka the Honoured, where he performed the circumambulation 
of the visit of respect,**^ and then returned to Mini, cast the 
three sets of lapidatory pebbles, and passed the night preceding 
Saturday the 12th at Mind. When the daybreak of Saturday 
the I2th of Dhii'l-Hijja dawned, the 'Emir of the body-guard 
absconded from his service, he having devoted himself to a 
pious life of dervish poverty, and renounced all else for God, 
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who be extolled. The Sultan gave the command of his office 
•"•^ to the 'Emfr Husimu*d-Dfn Ldjin on the same day. 

The Sultan remained at Mind during the 14th of Dhu*l-Hijja, 
and proceeded afterwards to Mekka the Honoured at dawn on 
the Monday, when he performed the circumambulation of 
adieu.^*^ When it was the 17th of Dhii'l-Hijja the Sultan went 
forth to the exterior of the Sea Gate,^*^ and issued orders to all 
the troops to get ready. He started on the iSth of Dhii'l-Hijja 
(23rd May, 1342), arriving at dawn near to Adam's Well,^^ and 
remaining there during the Saturday, 19th of Dhii'l-Hijja. 
After this he journeyed by easy stages with his troops, so 
that his entrance into Haly of the son of Ya'qiib took place 
on Sunday the 5th of Muharrem, 743 (9th June, 1342). He 
remained there until Thursday the 9th. 

During his stay in this place he appointed the 'Emfr 
Sirimu'd-Dfn Ddwud son of Kesh-Dughdi earl marshal of the 
sacred household. After which the Sultan set out from Haly 
of the son of Ya'qiib in the latter part of the Thursday, and 
his arrival at Harad occurred in the night before the Monday, 
20th Muharrem. When the day broke on the Monday in 
Harad he gave alms generously to the whole of the people, and 
then made a stay there of several days. 

He now resumed his journey and reached Mahdlib on Friday 
the 24th (28th June). The lord of Mahilib had already con- 
structed platforms over the gate of the palace, and instituted 
a public rejoicing for the arrival of the Sultan. The Sultan 
remained there some days and then continued his journey, 
reaching Mehjem on Tuesday the 28th (2nd July), the lord of 
•"•^ which had constructed platforms to go upon wheels with those 
f. 2S9»» on them, singers and musicians, and had laid down a large 
number of silk cloths against the coming of the Sultan. The 
departure of the troops of the Sultan from Mehjem took place 
towards the close of the day on Wednesday the 29th, and he 
arrived at dawn on the last day of Muharrem, Thursday, at 
Kedrd*. He left Kedrd* again late on the Friday, reaching 
Feshal at dawn on Saturday the 2nd of Safer (6th July). The 
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lord of Feshdl had also constructed raised scaffolds and round- 
abouts with singers. 

On this day Melik Mu'eyyed Ddwud son of the Sultan pre- 
sented himself, being accompanied by the wezir, the judge 
Jemalu'd-D(n Muhammed son of Hassdn, and the divinely 
aided troops, cavalry and infantry, enough to make the plain 
too confined. After this the Sultan moved from Feshdl in the 
night before Sunday, and reached the city of Zebfd at dawn 
of day on that Sunday the 3rd of Safer (7th July), with the 
divinely aided troops and a very numerous array of levies, 
the cavalry having already made a surrounding enclosure from 
all parts. 

" They throng round a most puissant one, against whom there is 
no retaliation of life for life^ nor any cattle-fine driven^ 
nor excuse made. 
Whose swords pour out the blood of the enemies^ while any 
blood that he may have shed is exempt from atonement^ 

So he pitched his camp in the garden of the level torrent-bed, 
known as the " Enclosure of Lebfq," the 'Emir of ZeWd, the 
collector, the intendant thereof, and the collector of the domains 
therein having constructed raised platforms, decorated with 
gold and silver, as also ornamented roundabouts, and having ^^ 
also laid down a large quantity of silk cloths. Melik Mu'eyyed, 
son of our lord the Sultan, and the wezfr, the judge Jemalu'd- 
D(n Muhammed son of Hassdn, laid down cloths also. The 
'Em(r of Zebfd in that day was the *Emfr Nejmu*d-Dfn 
Muhammed son of 'Ahmed the Khirtabirtite ; its collector 
and intendant was the judge Shihdbu'd-Dfn 'Ahmed son of 
*Aliyy son of Qabfb; and its collector of the domains was 
Shihdb son of *Abdu'r-Rahmdn, a brother of the Hakim, the 
Zebfdite. And that day was a day to be seen. 

He remained at Zebfd the Sunday, the Monday ; and on the 
Tuesday, 5th of Safer, the Sultan proceeded to Nakhl-'Ebyad,**®^ 
the time being the season of the maturity of the dates on the 
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palms. He stayed in that date-plantation, at his pavilion 
known as the Fi*iq, during the Tuesday and Wednesday, pro- 
ceeding in the evening before the Thursday to his pavilion in 
Zebfd, where he remained until the Sunday, loth of Safer. He 
f. 26o» thgn moved forward, and reached Hays ^^^ at dawn on 
Wednesday, where there were of music, singing, and raised 
platforms, enough to surprise and enrapture. He remained 
there the Thursday, 14th of Safer, leaving then and reaching 
at eve Zuri*iyy ; and at dawn of Friday, Rawd.**^ 

When Saturday was come, the i6th of Safer (20th July), he 
iw distributed a large sum in gold and silver as largesse to the 
whole of the troops, giving them also dresses and robes of 
honour according to the grades of their ranks. His entrance 
into Ta*izz took place on Sunday the 17th of Safer, in great state 
and a numerous array of princes, wezirs, sherffs, and *em{rs. 

" 0/ every white and stainless thing his turban-cloth^ as though 
it simply contained a glory above a glowing brands 

And there went forth to meet him the princes, the jurists, 
and the notables of the town, while the commonality of the 
people, with their men of distinction, went forth also. He 
waited for them in JubeyV^^® and they kissed his noble hand, 
profusely offering up prayers for him, he saying amen to their 
prayers, and adding : " May God increase your likes ! " 

When the audience of the jurists and their followers was 
concluded, he proceeded with his retinue and his bodies of 
escort, ceasing not to march until he reached his pavilion and 
garden in the JehmeliyyaJ'** The people of Ta*izz had con- 
structed a great number of raised platforms moving upon 
wheels and of merry-go-rounds. So he abode in his garden of 
the Jehmeliyya until dawn of the Wednesday, 20th of Safer, 
f. 26o»» And in this year A.H. 743 (A.D. 1342-3) the Sultan settled 

down in his own dominions, the houses being dressed out 
and public rejoicings held for seven days. And the Sultan paid 
the troops an allowance of four months. 
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There fell a heavy and general storm of rain on the 19th of 
Dhii'l-Hijja, and the vale of Zebfd poured down an immense 
torrent in the latter part of that day, the inundation reaching 
to the village Muselleb *'^^ in the vale of Zebfd after the service ppa 
of the sunset devotions. It swept away the greater portion 
of the village, and there were carried off by the flood, of its 
inhabitants, about a hundred and fifty souls, between men and 
women, small and great. A great many of the bovine, ovine, 
caprine, and asinine races perished also ; while a very few only 
of the inhabited houses were left standing, and a number of the 
inhabitants were reduced to poverty. The people of the village 
removed from their former locality to where they now live, 
southward from the old spot. 

In the year A.H. 744 (a.D. 1343-4) Melik Mu'eyyed rebelled f. 261* 
against his father in the month of Ramaddn. His fief was 
Jeththa,"*^ and he made himself de facto master of the city of 
Mehjem. Upon this his father the Sultan detached a military 
force against him, under the orders of the judge Muwaffaqu'd- 
Din, afterwards sending the 'Emfr Seyfu*d-D{n Taghd, of 
Khurdsdn, with another array. And in this year the Sultan 
with his troops pitched his camp over against Mount Sewraq,^'** 
and raised his camp thence in the middle of Muharrem (of the 
year following?). 

In this year, also, there occurred a most marvellous event, 
of the nature of a prodigy. It was in this wise, that a bondmaid 
of the name of Ghannd*^'** of the household of the 'Emfr 
Bedru*d-Dfn Muhammed son of Fakhr gave birth to a child of 
four months gestation, whose face was the face of a male kid, with 
two horns and four eyes, one pair in front and one pair behind, 
his ears being on the summit of each shoulder-blade, one ear on ft»l 
each shoulder-blade. His nose was crooked, and he had incisors 
and eye-teeth, also the tongue of a son of Adam, ligulate in 
shape, that is to say, protruding. His hair was between the 
two loins. He had four feet, with four toes to each foot, and 
the pastern of an ass. His rump was cloven, and in front he 
had the pudenda of a male, with those of a female behind. 
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Resound we, then, the praises of the omniscient Creator, who 
acts as He wills. The birth took place on Sunday the 30th of 
the month Rejeb, in this said year. But God knows best. 

In the year A.H. 745 (A.D. 1344-5) Melik Mu'eyyed made his 
peace and returned to his submission to his father, the judge 
Shemsu*d-Din Yiisuf son of the Intimate, and also the 'Emfr 
f. 26i»» Seyfu*d-Din Taghd of Khurdsdn, the sponsor for his father, 
becoming his sureties. So he came to court towards the end 
of Muharrem. And when he had reached the city of Ta*izz he 
entered the presence of his father, who reproached him for 
what he had done, beat him, and placed him in confinement, 
where he died a short time subsequently. May God have 
mercy on him. The reason of his contumacy was the excess 
shown by his father when he placed his brother Mudhaffer 
above him in rank, Mu^affer being his junior and Mu'eyyed 
the senior. So he took dudgeon at this, which was the cause 
of his rebellion. 

And in the month of Ramaddn in the said year (January, 
1345) the Sultan captured Keyka, in Mount Sewraq ; and in 
the year 746 (1345-6) the Sultan acquired possession of the 
whole of Mount Sewraq, this occurring on the 20th of the first 
1^ Rebf* of the year (20th July, 1345). In the month of Dhii'l- 
Qa'da thereof (February, 1346) the Sultan proceeded to *Aden, 
where he dwelt some days and amused himself with its fair. 

In this same year died the 'Emfr 'Esedu'd-Dfn Muhammed 
son of Melik Wdthiq 'Ibrdhfm son of Yiisuf son of *Umer son 
of *Aliyy son of Resiil. He was wise, valorous, an enterprising 
horseman ; but the house in which he lived at *Aden fell in 
upon him. May God, who be extolled, have mercy on him. 
f.262* In the year A.H. 747 (a.d. I34^)-7) the Sultan returned from 

*Aden to Zebfd and went holiday-making in Zebid on the 
Saturdays.^*^* And he went down to the date-groves, remaining 
there some days, and journeying then to the seaside, as was his 
usual custom. Then it was that took place the adventure of 
Melik Fd'iz Qutbu'd-Dfn 'Ebii-Bekr son of Hasan son of Ddwiid 
son of Yiisuf son of *Umer son of *Aliyy son of Resiil, which 
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was as follows: — The stranger ^'^^ slave-guards had experienced 
some delay in the receipt of their allowances. They collected 
together and agreed to seize the Sultan at the seaside, where 
he would not be protected by a strong guard. They agreed 
further in opinion as to making their sovereign Melik FA'iz *Ebu- 
Bekr son of Hasan son of Ddwud. There came to him, there- 
fore, a party of their chiefs by night, who made known to him 
the state of the case. But he said : " I will not enter into any 
such an arrangement, neither will I associate myself with you 
in any point of this matter." They replied : " But we will 
certainly use our endeavours in carrying out the project, until 
we shall have effected it. When the plan shall be put in 
execution, then what course wilt thou adopt ? " He answered : 
" I do not surmise that the thing can ever be accomplished ; 
but, should it be carried out, I shall not dislike it." So they poi 
went forth from his presence, and they agreed together that 
they would seek out the Sultan at the seaside, making a show 
of demanding their allowances. They separated after adopting 
this resolve. 

When they set about commencing their journey, they were 
preceded by one from among themselves, who informed the 
Sultan of the design, and said ; " These fellows are close behind 
me." So the Sultan mounted without loss of time, and set out 
for the date-groves by an unusual road, sending forward two 
men of the company to travel by the ordinary road and observe 
who among them was of the party advancing. 

When he reached his pavilion, Mushedd in Siijin,^^'® he was 
met by the two men he had sent forward, and he enquired of 
them as to whom they had found on the road. The two in- 
formed him that they had met the whole corps of the stranger 
guard mounted on their horses. The Sultan now sent to the 
'Emir Seyfu'd-Dfn of Khurdsdn, and to the eunuch Nidhdmu'd- 
Dfn Khudayr, or, as is said, he hasted himself surrounded by f. 262»» 
his weapon- bearers and mule-attendants, and said : " Proceed 
ye to Qutbu'd-D/n and bring ye him willingly or unwillingly ; 
observe ye also his state." So they went together to him, and 
VOL. II. 5 
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when they had reached his place the eunuch and the *Emfr 
went into his presence, as the troops had already formed a ring 
around the locality, and had found the whole of his horses 
ready caparisoned. The two said to him : " In God's name,^*^® 
O our lord, rise ; thy paternal uncle has sent for thee to his 
i»«r august presence." And he found no escape therefrom. So 
they brought near to him a she-mule, which he mounted, and 
they all proceeded together to Sujdn. When they reached that 
place with him, the Sultan accosted him, reproached him, 
reviled him, and commanded him to be chained and carried 
off to Ta*izz. So they bound him at once and set out with 
him that very same night of theirs. When they reached Ta*izz 
with him his term of life did not last long, but on the contrary 
he died shortly afterwards. His adventure occurred in the 
night before Tuesday the 17th of the latter Reb{* in the year 
A.H. 747 (6th August, A.D. 1346). May God, who be extolled, 
have mercy on him. Towards the end of the month the Sultan 
went up to Ta*izz and destroyed a number of the stranger 
slave-guards by decapitation, hanging, and drowning. 

And in this year A.H. 747 (a.d. 1346-7) died the virtuous 
Sheykh, the knowing one of God, Muhammed son of *Umer 
son of Miisd, the Nahdrite, the celebrated man, possessor of 
well-known miracles and of prodigies much talked of. He was 
the paragon of his time, both in knowledge and in practice. 
Mankind was unanimous as to his piety and his self-denial. 
f. 263* Seldom was it that a visitor came to him without his addressing 
him by his name, his father's name, the name of his country, 
and the place of his residence therein. One of his sayings was, 
may God, who be extolled, have mercy on him : " The world 
is my city. Mount Caucasus *^^ is my castle, and my presence- 
chamber is from the expanse of earth's surface to God's throne. 
The proof of this is that 1 tell people their names and the names 
of their fathers, also whatever they comprehend in their hearts, 
and where is their dwelling - place. Whoever becomes my 
disciple, if I become his master, is safe from the great tribulation. 
And I am a needy man ; verily I sow seed, and I sec the water 
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and the mihrib under the earth,^"* and my daily bread is for the 
Great Giver to provide. O our Lord God, save thou us from the 
clods and cleanse thou us from anxiety, thou being well pleased 
with us, not wroth. O Prince, O Judge, O our Lord God, 
these hands are joined contiguous to thy firm rope^'^ which will 
not break, as also to thy inexpugnable castle to which none 
can climb. And do thou make this companionship, this brother- 
hood, be seated in a seat of sincerity in presence of a powerful 
l^jng 1823 o our Lord God, whosoever plots against us, do thou 
plot against ; and whosoever trespasses against us, do thou 
destroy. And protect thou us with thy protection, there is 
no protector and no surety for us besides thee. Profusely 
dispense thou for us the cherished grainlets, for to thee is 
constancy incumbent, house after house." He used also to say : 
" By the truth of the True One, and of Him who has the right 
on his side, and who has named himself the True One, the 
Lord of the Pool ^^** promised me a pool from which I should 
myself drink, and should give to drink unto whomsoever I love ; 
and we were between the Garden *^^ and the Pulpit." His 
death took place on Thursday the 7th of Muharrem, in the 
year 747 (30th April, 1346). 

In the year a.h. 748 (A.D. 1347-8) the inhabitants of the 
Shewdfi district rebelled, the outbreak of their rebellion 
occurring in the month of Safer. So the Sultan collected his 
forces from every canton and site, marching against them in pee 
person with levies they had no power to encounter. 

" The face of ocean is recognizable from afar when it lies still ; 
how^ thepiy when it rises in billows ? " 

His departure against them took place in the latter part of 
the month of Safer, and he became master of the mountain and 
of its people on the 6th of the first Rebf* (i6th June, 1347). 
And when he had them in his power, he put to death a party 
of them with the sword, drowned a party in the sea, and seared 
the tyts of a third party, so reducing them to an extreme of 
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. abjectness. The Sultan then went down to Zebld, where he 
stayed a certain number of days, observing the fast month of 
Kamadin in the city, and keeping there also the festival of the 
termination of the fast. He then proceeded to *Aden in the 
month of Shewwil or of Dhii'l-Qa'da in the year 748 (January 
or February, 1348). 

f. 263k In the year A.H. 749 (A.D. 1348-9) the Sultan came back from 

*Aden to Zebfd, where he remained some time, taking his holiday 

at the date-groves as was his wont. He then journeyed to the 

seaside, remained there awhile, and then went up to Ta*izz. 

In the year A.H. 750 (a.d. 1349-50) was put to death the 

t 264* Sheykh *Akem son of Wehbin, lord of 'Ebydt-Huseyn,"^ on 
whose part many acts of disorder and disobedience had occurred. 
He had wrought evil deeds towards the merchants of Beyt- 
^^ Huseyn and others. He had murdered and pillaged in the 
land, he being resident in the village, and the Sultan paying 
no attention to him for a space of time, neither mentioning him 
nor hearing mention of him in his presence. But when this 
year was come, the judge Safiyyu'd-D/n 'Ahmed son of Mu- 
hammed son of *Ammdr went down to collect the revenues of the 
northern districts ^^^ (Jihdt-Shdmiyya ?). And when he reached 
Mehjem, the Sultan having already given him instructions in 
their conversations together, he took to wife a woman from 
among the daughters of his paternal uncle, and he made them 
many rich presents, so that they became quite familiar with 
him, and he remained at Mehjem for days, going on then to 
Beyt-Huseyn, where also he tarried a certain time. There they 
begged of him that he would ask of the Sultan an amnesty for 
him. But he answered : " Do not so, for verily the Sultan has 
already forgotten him ; do ye not, then, bring him to his 
recollection." They then said : " Verily he would love to enter 
thy presence." He replied : " When we shall have purposed 
to set out on our journey to Mehjem ; but, for the moment, no." 
He then made a show of not wishing him to enter his presence. 
But, when the time was come for him to put in execution his 
return, he said : " Come ye not to me, save at the moment of 
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my mounting my beast" His projected departure was for after 
the sunset office of worship. So he posted a party of Ghuzz 
Kurds near his person, and when they asked permission for 
him to enter he gave him permission, and he entered. Upon 
this they took away his weapons, and when he was stripped 
of his arms they fell upon him and put him to death, and one 
other man also with him, of the sons of his paternal uncle. 
They cut off the heads of the two, and he then mounted, the 
troops mounting with him, and taking the two heads with them 
as they went forth on their journey to Mehjem. His execution i^l 
took place on the night before Sunday the 23rd of Dhii'l-Hijja 
in the year 750 (3rd March, 1350). 

And in the year A.H. 751 (A.D. 1350-1) the Sultan was resolved ^ 264* 
on performing the Mekka pilgrimage. So he made his prepara- 
tions and set out for Mekka the Revered, his departure from 
Ta'izz taking place on the 24th of Shewwil (2Sth December, 
1350). He left the *Em{r Shemsu'd-Dm son of the Qdhirite 
governor in the castle, and the eunuch *Eminu'd-D{n 'Ehyef 
with him in the castle as commandant and paymaster therein. 
And he left the judge Muwaffaqu*d-Dfn 'Abdu'lldh son of *Aliyy 
the Yahyawite collector and paymaster for him in Ta*izz, he 
being at the time wezfr and Judge of Judges. He also left 
the eunuch Jemdlu*d-D{n Bdri* in the castle of 'Erbdb,^^^ with 
a goodly force of cavalry and infantry, giving him, moreover, 
treasure for the defence of that eastern district. He placed 
in the castle of Ta*izz his own two sons Mudhaffer and Sdlih, 
and of the children then in tender years, Dhdfir, 'Afdal, Ndsir, 
Mansiir, and Mes'iid. He proceeded with *Adil in his suite 
to Mekka the Venerated, and also his grandmother the 
princess Saldh.^*^ 

And when he set out with the intention we have narrated, 
the judge Muwaffaqu'd-Dfn proceeded to Jubla on the Sunday 
the 2nd of Dhii'l-Hijja (29th January, 1351), on a matter that 
required his so doing, and there he stayed. p©v 

And when the Sultan entered Mekka the Venerated, there 
entered with him the Sherff Baghiyya son of Rumeytha, whom 
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his brother *Ajldn had expelled from Mekka, and who had 
taken refuge with the Sultan, travelling now with him. When 
he was in Mekka, it was recounted to the Sherff *Ajldn that 
the Sultan wished to make his brother ruler over the lands, 
leaving with him troops from Yemen ; also that he wished to 
arrest him and to carry him off with him to Yemen. These 
' words made an impression on his mind, so he went in unto 
the captain of the Egyptian caravan and said to him : " The 
lord of Yemen wishes to stay in Mekka after thy exit, and 
to tear down the draperies of the temple, so as to dress it in 
a drapery brought with him from Yemen. He wishes also to 
set up in Mekka a governor of his own, and to leave with 
him troops, so as to change your institutions, and not to leave 
for you in Mekka any command. It is therefore incumbent 
on you not to let the occasion go by ; or, if you will not act, 
I will go away with you, abandon Mekka, and be free of all 
responsibility." These words sunk into their minds, and they 
unanimously adopted the opinion that they should anticipate him. 
When it was the twelfth day of the month they all mounted 
f. 265* and made a foray on the camp in a moment of unpreparedness. 
They surrounded the tents of the Sultan, he having with him 
only a few retainers. The Sultan saw that were he to fight 
he would be killed and all who were with him, through their 
ftA paucity and the multitude of their foes. So he went out to 
them in the open, and begged of them not to molest any of 
his people. They agreed to this, and marched before him to 
their own camp, they on foot and he on a she-mule, in all due 
respect and honour. They set up a special tent for him of 
unbleached cotton, made him alight there, and begged him to 
send for whomsoever of his slaves he might wish to have about 
him. So he chose the *Em{r Fakhru'd-Din Ziyid son of 
'Ahmed the KAmilite. He then set out with them for the 
lands of Egypt. 

Her Highness the Princess Saidh now journeyed to Mekka, 
the eunuch Safiyyu'd-D(n Jewher the Ridwdnite and the rest 
of the Sultan's slaves accompanying her. And when they had 
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entered Mekka they sojourned therein, and they recovered 
a very considerable portion of the horses, mules, asses, camels, 
and paraphernalia, resuming their journey afterwards on their 
return to Yemen, with such of the commanders as were with 
them, as, for instance, the judge Jemdlu*d-Dfn Muhammed son 
of Hassdn, the judge Fethu'd-Dfn *Umer son of Khatbd*, and 
the judge Safiyyu'd-Dfn 'Ahmed son of *Ammdr, and the whole 
of the troops. 

In the year A.H. 752 (A.D. 135 1-2) there came to court a certain 
*E1-Hajj *Umer son of Zureyzir on the 2nd of Muharrem (28th f. 265* 
February). This son of Zureyzir was a man from among the 
inhabitants of the village of Turba^^ in the vale of Zeb/d. 
He used to perform the Mekka pilgrimage every year, and 
no one ever returned earlier than he to Yemen after the com- f^^ 
pletion of the pilgrimage ; and he would arrive with the tidings 
of the assembly, and would give notice of whomsoever had 
performed the pilgrimage that year from among the princes, 
the emfrs, and others. So he came to court this year with 
papers in his possession from Mekka, and the bands played 
for three days. Afterwards the rumour spread of what those 
papers contained. And on that very day the judge Muwaffaqu'd- 
Dfn arrived from Jubla at Ta*izz. And when the news came 
to the knowledge of the eunuch Jemdlu'd-D(n Bdri*, and he 
was informed of the descent of the wezfr from Jubla, he marched 
down from 'Erbdb, and there occurred to his mind that the 
Sultan would never come back to Yemen, but that perhaps it 
might chance that one of the sons of the Sultan would accede 
to the sovereignty, and that he himself might become marshal 
of the household. And when he had entered Jened, together 
with all the troops that were in his suite, the eunuch 'Emfnu'd- 
Din 'Ehyef wrote him a letter in which he said : " Make thou 
known unto me the reason of thy descent from thy charge, 
and what thy design may be with these troops which thou hast 
collected from all quarters." But he found no excuse that he 
could allege. So he wrote an answer in which he said : " I have 
not come here save by command of the wezfr, who wrote to me 
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that I should come with the troops of the mountain all collected, 
so I have come with them ; but, if thou so commandest me, I will 
bring them on and join thee ; or, if thou so commandest me 
to return, I will go back." Now the wezlr had not written to 
•"^^ him on any matter of the kind. 

And when the eunuch 'Ehyef had taken note of his letter, he 
sent for the judge Muwaffaqu*d-Din to the castle. So he went 
up. There went up also the judge *Af{fu'd-Dfn 'Abdu'l-'Ekber 
and the jurist Taqiyyu'd-Dfn *Umer son of *Abdu-*Aliyy. Then 
the eunuch 'Ehyef arrested the wezfr, placed a guard over him, 
and kept him prisoner in his own vicinity in the castle. He 
next arrested the 'Emfr Shemsu'd-D{n Yiisuf son of the 
Qihirite, commandant of the castle, as also his secretary and 
his steward. This occurred on Saturday the 21st of Muharrem 
(20th March, 1351). 

When the eunuch Bdri* received intelligence of the wezfr's 
arrest, and of that of the commandant of the castle, he set out 
by night from Jened and by dawn arrived at the Mujihidiyya 
college in Ta'izz, at a loss what to do. The eunuch 'Ehyef then 
appointed a person to arrest him and bring him away from the 
college. So he was taken and brought to the castle of Ta*izz 
on Tuesday the 24th Muharrem (23rd March). He was then 
f. 266» confronted with the wezfr, and the wezfr said to the eunuch 
Bdri* : " If I wrote to thee as thou sayest, then do thou put 
me in presence of my letter unto thee." The eunuch replied : 
" Where shall I find thy letter just now, when all that was with 
me has been taken away?" He then gave orders concerning 
the two, and they were both put in bonds, passing the night 
in the castle. That same night of his he gave orders as to the 
'Emfr Shemsu'd-Dfn Yiisuf son of the Qdhirite, his steward, 
and his secretary, who were found in the morning precipitated 
PI I down the rocky steep, on the 25th Muharrem (24th March). 
When the night was arrived preceding the 28th Muharrem 
(27th March), Saturday, the eunuch 'Ehyef gave orders to hang 
the wezfr and the eunuch Bdri*. At dawn of day, by his orders, 
they were buried in the cemetery at Ta*izz. 
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On the Wednesday, and of Safer in this year 752 (ist April, 
1351), the eunuch *Eminu*d-Dfn *Ehyef gave orders to the 
Sheykh Radiyyu'd-Dln 'Ebii-Bekr son of Hasan son of Fadl to 
become acting substitute of the judge Fethu*d-D{n in the office 
of wezfr, while on the 3rd of Safer (2nd April) he appointed the 
judge *AfIfu'd-Dfn 'AbduVEkber to be the Judge of Judges. 

Now when the troops of the Sultan set out from Mekka as 
we have stated, and took their road towards Yemen, they 
marched as they were ; and when they had reached Harad, 
in which was the 'Emfr Nuru*d-Dfn son of Mfkd'fl, then our 
lady, her exalted highness the princess Saldh, issued her com- 
mand to the judge Jemdlu'd-Dfn Muhammed son of Hassdn, 
that he should remain there, by reason of what she knew of 
his gentleness and of his able administration. She then advanced 
with the remainder of the troops, until she had entered the 
city of Zebfd, where she remained some days, and then pro- 
ceeded to Ta*izz with. such of the troops as she had about her. 
She arrived there in the night preceding Wednesday the i6th 
of Safer (iSth of April), and stopped in the Mujelliyya garden 
and palace. 

Her supreme command was issued for the band to play a «"ir 
royal salute,^"^ which had not been done before this. There 
came with her highness the judge Fethu'd-Dfn, the judge 
Safiyyu'd-Dfn *Ahmed son of Muhammed son of *Ammdr, and 
the eunuch Nidhdmu'd-Din Khudayr. She wrote to the eunuch 
*Ehyef that he should send to her Melik Mudhaffer and Melik 
Sdlih, to be given up to her. So the two were sent down and 
delivered up to her, they thus remaining with her at Mujelliyya. 
They being so placed in her charge, she went up to the castle, 
sent for the eunuch 'Ehyef, made him take oath, assured herself 
of his fidelity, and commanded him to ask for the children 
from Mujelliyya. He sent for them, and they came up on the 
Thursday, 17th of Safer (i6th April). 

On the 24th of Safer in this same year 752 (23rd April, 1351), f. 266»> 
there arrived at court a man named Jemriyy with papers from 
the Sultan, which he had written for him from Medfna. The 
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band was played for this event. But on the i6th of the former 
Reb/* there came in Fadl son of the Harrdzite with the head of 
the son of Qimir ('Ibnu Qfmdr),^*^^ lord of Ba'din, to the city 
of Ta*izz. He was dressed in a robe of honour, and there was 
given to him a sum of money sufficient for him to be inde- 
pendent. On the 2Sth of the former Rebi* (2Sth May, 1351) 
there came to court the judge Jemdlu'd-Dfn Muhammed son of 
*Aliyy, of Miyd-Fdriqfn, with the first papers from the Sultan 
written for him from Misr (Qdhira, Cairo). The band played 
for three days on account of this event. On the i6th of the 

»"i'* latter Rebf (15th June) the pilgrim Miftdh came in with letters 
of advice from the Sultan, for which the band played for seven 
days ; and on the Thursday, 22nd of the latter Rebf* (21st June), 
news came that the Sultan had departed from Misr^**' and 
was on his road towards Yemen. But when he had journeyed 
several days, the lord of Egypt gave orders for him to return 
to Cairo. 

And in this year 752 there arose in Yemen a great mortality, 
so that there died on the Thursday the ist of the former Jumddd 
seventy human beings in the city of Ta*izz. On the ist of the 
latter Jumddd there arrived at court the Sherif Suleymdn son 
of Hadi, lord of Sa*da, who resided in Ta*izz a number of days, 
then became sick, and died on Thursday the 2Sth of Rejeb 
(about 14th September, 1351). In the latter part of the month 
of Ramaddn the *Esh*ub *^'* tribesmen seized the castle of 
Sdmigh*^^*^ and put to death of its garrison fifteen men. The 
people of Ba*ddn rebelled also, their insubordination first 
appearing at 'Ibb. On the 5th of Shewwdl the 'Esh*ub tribes- 
men pillaged Jeba*, and on the 7th of Shewwal was slain *Abbds 
son of Jesmer, whom the sons of his paternal uncle put to death. 
On the 17th of Shewwdl the divinely aided troops went forth 
to combat the 'Esh*ub tribesmen, among them being the judge 
Safiyyu'd-Din 'Ahmed son of Muhammed son of *Ammdr, and 
one of the sons of Ziydd ; also the 'Emfr Husdm son of *Abdu'l- 
Ghaniyy. They took them by assault with the sword, and they 
returned victorious to Ta'izz, their entry homewards occurring 

r\^ on the 27th of Shewwdl (15th December, 1351). 
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At this date there came to court a man named the *Usheyrite, 
and a sheykh named Jemriyy, with papers from the eunuch f. 267' 
Safiyyu'd-D{n Jewher the Ridwdnite, from Mekka, who gave 
news of the arrival of the Sultan, and of his being already 
on his way. The band was played seven days, and great 
rejoicings were enacted. Orders were issued by our lady her 
highness the princess Saldh for the equipment of troops to meet 
the Sultan. And when it was Wednesday the 13th of Dhii'l- 
Qa*da (about ist January, 1352) there came in a messenger from 
the Sultan, bringing his sacred initiative letters from Sewdkin. 
The kettledrums were beat three days on this account, and the 
troops went forth to meet the Sultan on the 14th of the month. 
The kettledrum band took the lead, accompanied by the troops 
with new flags, new uniforms, a goodly display, and complete 
paraphernalia, already prepared against his arrival. The 'Emfr 
Bahd*u'd-D{n the Sunbulite proceeded to the Mikhldf ^^^* district 
in the latter part of the day. And when the troops had entered 
Zebfd they halted there two or three days, and then advanced 
towards the northern districts. 

The Sultan's disembarcation from his sea voyage at the 
recently formed shore (Sdhilu'l-Hddith) ^^^ took place on Monday 
the 6th of Dhii'l-Hijja, when he journeyed to Mehjem, and ther^ 
held the Festival of Sacrifices. On the night preceding Friday 
the i6th of Dhii'l-Hijja a messenger came in from our lord the no 
Sultan to our lady the princess Saldh, and she descended from 
the castle of Ta*izz to Mujelliyya on the i8th, arriving at this 
latter place in the night before the 19th, she being accompanied 
by the remainder of the troops and the princely children. 
Their entrance into Zebid took place on the 21st of Dhii'l-Hijja, 
and the Sultan advanced from Mehjem to ZeWd with his 
divinely aided forces. 

" [/nttV that^ when alcoves had been raised for him therein^ there 
was acclaimed : * Unto God {be committed) his outgoing 
and his sojourning! * 
And it renewed a rejoicing that no grief drove away, and that 
no eagerness in any heart has ever approaclud!^ 
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His entry into the garden of the level torrent-bed, Bustdnu'r- 
Rdha,"^ near Zebfd, took place on Wednesday the 28th of 
Dhii'l-Hijja, public rejoicings having been prepared, with raised 
platforms, and the city having been decorated, so that the people 
rejoiced at his arrival with very great glee. He then remained 
in the capital city of Zebfd for a certain number of days. 

£.267" In the year A.H. 753 (A.D. 1352-3) the Sultan bestowed on 

his son Mudhaffer the fief of Feshdl, and on his son Sdlih he 
conferred the fief of Kedrd', commanding both of them to 
proceed each to his respective fief. So they both went ; and 

f. 2d8* this was in the beginning of the month of Muharrem (17th 
February, 1352). After that the Sultan proceeded from ZeWd 
to Ta*izz, where he made his entry on the loth of Muharrem 
(26th February). When he was settled down in his dominions 
his mother the princess Salah made intercession with him for 
the discharge of the incarcerated princes, and he set them all 
free, they being three individuals in number, Shemsu'd-Dfn 
•"IT Muhammed son of Melik Mansiir 'Eyyiib son ofYiisuf son of 
*Umer with Zeynu'l-*Isldm 'Ahmed son of Muhammed Ndsir 
son of Melik *Eshref 'Umer son of Yiisuf son of *Umer, and, as 
the third, Mufaddal Shemsu'd-Dfn Yiisuf son of Hasan son of 
Ddwiid son of Yiisuf son of *Umer. He furthermore released, 
together with them, the Sheykh *Umer son of Huseyn the 
Zumeylite, who was also imprisoned. He then gave orders to 
them to take up their abode in the village of Seldma ; and 
there they resided until they were called away to the mercy of 
God, who be extolled. 

The Sultan remained at Ta*izz until the month of the former 
Jumddd, when he went down to Zebfd and resided there the 
remainder of that month and a part of the latter Jumddd 
(July, 1352). He then proceeded to Ta*izz, his two sons going 
with him, Sdlih and Mudhaffer. When he had taken up his 
abode in Ta*izz he equipped a force against the people of 
Ba*ddn. The judge Safiyyu'd-Dfn * Ahmed son of Muhammed 
son of 'Ammdr was in one camp with a part of the force 
under him ; the judge Fethu*d-Dfn was in another camp with 
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a second division of the troops ; while the eunuch 'Em{nu*d-Dfn 
'Ehyef, with the remaining portion of the array, was in a third 
camp. They began with Tin*a, in the mountain ; but they 
gained nothing by this. So they remained until the month of 
Sha*bdn, and then went down again. 

And in the month of Sha*bdn the Noble the Sultan sent Piv 
a splendid offering, with which travelled his son Ndsir 'Ahmed, 
having in his suite the judge Fethu'd-Dfn *Umer son of 
Muhammed son of Khatbd*, the 'Emfr Shemsu'd-Dfn *Aliyy 
son of HAtim, and the eunuch Nidhdmu'd-Dfn Khudayr. So 
they proceeded all together towards the Egyptian countries. 
But the eunuch died at *Aydhdb,^^** where also he was buried. 
When the tidings of his death was brought to court, the 
Sultan at once sent forth the eunuch Safiyyu*d-Dfn Jewher 
the Ridwdnite to travel in all haste; but he did not attain to 
them, save when they had already entered Cairo. 

In the year A.H. 754 (A.D. 1353-4) the Sultan's command f. 268»» 
went forth for the arrest of the Sheykhs, the sons of Ziydd, and 
for their being tortured for money by the 'Emir Bahd'u'd-Dfn 
Bahddir the Mujdhidite. They were three individuals. One 
was in possession of the fiefs of Lahj and 'Ebyen. The second 
was superintendent of the cantons of Dumluwa, and ruled from 
Mefdlis ^^^^ to the Ma*afir ^'*^ country. The third was controller 
of the tax-collection and of the press-gang service, ruling as 
far as the frontier of the river-beds (Haddu'l-Bathdwdt).^^' 
Talk became rife against them, they were envied, and the 
Sultan was incited against them. They were possessed of 
generosity, humanity, and nobility of action, so that the people 
used to say : " They are the Barmecides of the age for their 
generosity and their munificence ; also for their becoming in 
possession of the major part of the territories of Yemen." So pia 
there was carried to the Sultan with respect to them that which 
set his mind and his actions against them. He fell foul of 
them, and they were put to the question for their wealth in 
a horrible fashion, until they all perished under the torture in 
the city of Juwwa, where they were buried, and where their 
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graves are. But God knows best. May God, who be extolled, 
have mercy on them. 

In the month of Safer of the year 754 (March, 1353) Melik 
Mudhaffer quitted his fief of Feshdl, and the 'Em{r Shujd'u'd- 
Dfn *Umer son of *Imdd was installed therein. His supremacy 
became the means of the devastation of the western low-lyin^ 
f. 269* seaboard districts. This was because, at the time of his 
appointment to the canton mentioned, his nomination was 
effected through the influence of the judge Shihabu'd-Dfn 
'Ahmed son of Qabfb. 

The said judge Shihibu'd-Dfn used to hate the 'Esh*arite 
tribe ^'" and persecute them in a most virulent manner because 
of their attachment to the judge Jemdlu'd-Din Muhammed son 
of Hassdn, the wez{r. The judge Shihibu'd-Din was further- 
more a Ghassdnite ^^" by pedigree, so that no tie of relationship 
softened him. 

Therefore the son of *Imcid adopted a violent course of pro- 
ceeding in order to their persecution, more especially towards 
the Sheykh 'Ahmed son of *Umer son of *Abdu'lldh the 
'Esh*arite. And when the son of *Imdd entered Feshdl, this 
entry occurring in the (month of the) former JumddA (June, 1353), 
he sent for the Sheykh *Ahmed son of 'Umer, and said to him : 
" I want from thee five thousand ducats." He asked : " By 
«*11 what document ? " And he replied : " There is no way open 
for thee, save to pay down that sum voluntarily or by force." 
The Sheykh then went forth from his presence and proceeded 
to the village of M ukhayrff,^^** not coming to him after this. 
He therefore wrote to him and desired him to come ; but he 
excused himself from coming. He then sent for him a second 
time ; but again he made excuses and said : " Never will I enter 
Feshdl." The son of *Imad then wrote to the judge Shihdbu'd- 
D{n, acquainting him with this refusal of his to obey him, and 
the judge Shihibu'd- Din. wrote to the Sultan, asking him that 
the 'Em/r Husimu'd-Din Ldjin might become commandant 
at Feshal. His request was complied with, and the 'Emfr 
Husdm Ldjin went down to Feshal. 
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The son of *Imdd now mounted and rode to MukhayHf to 
collect the revenues there, his departure to Mukhayrif taking 
place on the 13th of Dhu'l-Qa*da (loth December, 1353). When 
he reached Mukhayrff he made his entry with a goodly array of 
horsemen and of foot-soldiers. He sent for the Sheykh 'Ahmed 
son of *Umer, who went to him accompanied by a concourse 
of his kinsmen and of his slaves. When he entered his presence 
he menaced him and caused him to hear words of no comely 
import. On this the Sheykh went forth, he being in the utmost 
possible degree of indignation. When the night closed in he 
commissioned a man of the people of the village to go into 
the presence of the 'Em{r and accommodate matters between 
the 'Em/r and himself for whatever he might judge to be 
advisable. That man proceeded to the 'Emfr, chatted with ^^ 
him for a space, and then brought forward the subject. But 
nothing succeeded with him ; on the contrary, he found him 
with the most sinister intention in respect of the Sheykh, and 
his last words were : " By God, there is no path open to me save 
that I take oflf his head, and I will not go forth from Mukhayrff 
save with that." 

The man now came away to Sheykh 'Ahmed son of *Umer, f- 269* 
and informed him of all that he had heard from the *Emir. The 
Sheykh said to him : ** Mayest thou be requited with good ! " 

When the Sheykh rose at dawn, he mounted his horse and 
sent for his son *Aliyy son of 'Ahmed, this son of his being a 
consummate horseman. He gave him instructions respecting 
the 'Emfr, and then went forth upon his horse to attend to 
certain matters. His son sent for two individuals from among 
the sons of his paternal uncle, and for a slave from amongst 
the slaves of his father. They went into the presence of the 
'Emfr without obtaining permission, and they fell on him. 
There was with him one of his slaves, who, when he beheld 
them, took up some one of his weapons, and made towards 
them. One of them separated himself to deal with him, and 
the two dealt one another blows until they both fell to the 
ground slain. The rest of the party went forward against the 
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*Emfr, and they slew him in his place. The troops assumed 
the defensive, wherefore it was said to them : " Ye are all of 
you under safeguard and under our responsibility." So they 
went forth and no one molested them. His slaughter occurred 
on the 14th of Dhu*l-Qa*da in this year 754 (nth December, 
^^ '3S3)> and the judge *Af{fu'd-D{n *Uthmdn son of Suleymdn 
son of Talha the Diirite was appointed in his stead. He 
arrived and set in order the circumstances of the people. 

And in this year 754 the Sultan went down to Zebfd towards 
the end of the month of the former Rebi*, remaining there 
a certain number of days. He went back up to Ta'izz in the 
beginning of the month of the former Jumddd (June). On 
taking up his abode in Ta*izz he named the judge Jelalu*d-Dfn 
*Aliyy son of Muhammed son of *Ammdr wez/r over the 
sovereign court. But on the first night of his assumption of 
the office of wezir the saddlery office was burnt down, with 
everything it contained, of gold, silver, jewels, saddles, and other 
things besides, to the value of three hundred thousand ducats. 

And in the month of Rejeb (August, 1353) the Sultan 
engaged mercenary troops and set out for the Mikhlif,^"* halting 
in the Diru's-Seldm ^^"^ palace in Jubla. The eunuch Safiyyu'd- 
Dfn 'Ebu-Mel*aq, Sirim son of Hubdjir, and the Sheykhs, the 
sons of Ndji, encamped at MasiV*® having with them, of the 
troops, four hundred horsemen and eight thousand footmen, 
f. 270* The 'Em/r Bahd' the Sunbulite, and the judge Shihdbu'd-D/n 
'Ahmed son of Qabfb, with the 'Emfr Bedru'd-D(n *Aliyy son 
of 'Ismd^fl son of *Enis, lay at Mudeyn,^'*' having with them, of 
the troops, a hundred horsemen of the household forces, fifty 
^^ of the Kurds, with four thousand footmen. So the troops 
surrounded the mountain, and straitened the people of Ba^dan 
to an extreme degree. 

So when the Seyriyy ^'^ saw the straits to which they were 
reduced, and also the multiplicity of the 'Em/rs, he had recourse 
to a stratagem in the conjuncture, for he was a cunning, wily 
man. So he sent for a dervish of the tattered order, gave him 
some money, and promised him some more, saying to him : 
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** I want from thee that thou shouldest advantage me, so that 
I may advantage thee." He replied: "And in what can I 
advantage you ? " He said : " Proceed thou to the tent of the 
Sultan and say, * For this present moment I have with me a 
piece of sincere advice for the Sultan, and I wish to be face to 
face with him ; but I will not tell it, save unto him.* And so, 
when thou shalt have entered into the presence of the Sultan, 
thou shalt say unto him, * O our lord the Sultan, I am a dervish 
of the tattered order, and this past night I was in such and 
such a mosque in Ba'dan ; and when it was midnight, there 
came a party into the mosque and remained awhile ; then 
another party arrived, who turned out to be people of Ba*ddn 
and a number of the men of Shi*r ; these came to a pact, and 
they made oath mutually that the men of Shi*r shall come down 
to you as discontented men and as being ready to rise in your 
favour for the purpose of commencing hostilities against the 
people of Ba'dan ; but that when hostilities are so commenced, 
and you have gone up to do battle, they shall surround you 
and signal to the people of Ba*din to fall on and attack, so as 
to make you their prisoner ; and they will come to you to- 
morrow morning or the day after. But, by God, we have 
already received your alms more than once, while your favours ^^ 
to us and to others beside us have been many ; so I have wished 
to acquaint you with what they have unanimously set their 
minds upon ; therefore do you not go up save in a state of 
preparedness.*" The Sultan said to him : " God grant a blessing 
to thee ** ; and he made a present to him of about fifty ducats. 

Now the men of Shi*r had been fighting in a very conspicuous 
manner for the Sultan, and the judge Jemdlu'd-D/n had 
expressed to the Sultan his gratitude towards them, praising 
them to him by word of mouth and in his correspondence. 
When the festival was near at hand, the judge Jemalu*d-Dfn 
commanded them to go down to the sacred gate on account 
of the festival ; the idea being present to the mind of the 
judge Jemdlu*d-Dfn that the Sultan would confer on them 
dresses of honour, would bestow favours on them, and that 
VOL. II 6 
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they would increase thence in zeal for the combat, preserving 
also, even more, their fidelity. But when the Seyriyy learnt 
that they designed to come down to the Sultan's court, he 
concocted this plot. So when they came down to the sacred 

f. 270* court the Sultan called for the bearers of his weapons, with 
a conipany of the Ghuzz (Kurdish) tribesmen, and arrested 
seventeen of their Sheykhs, whom he immediately put in bonds 
and sent up to the castle of Ta*ker. Such of their companions 
as were able to save themselves escaped by flight. 

When the men of ShiV heard the news they attacked the 
camp and seized the judge Jemdlu'd-Din Muhammed son of 
Hassdn, as also the *Emir Baha* the Sunbulite, and burnt the 
pvp ballista. On this the camps were broken up, the Kurds fled 
to Dhemir, and the Sultan repaired to Jened. Rebellion spread 
continuously, and trouble broke out in every district. And in 
this year 754 the judge Jeldlu'd-Din *Aliyy son of Muhammed 
son of *Ammdr went down in the month of Dhu'l-Qa*da 
(December, 1353) to collect the revenues of the northern 
cantons. 

i' 271' In the year A.H. 755 (A.D. 1354-5) the judge Shihdbu'd-Din 

'Ahmed son of Qabib obtained the issue of the Sultan's order 
to the lord of Feshal to make a foray with the divinely aided 
troops against the 'Esh*arite tribesmen, and to bring the 
Qureyshite villagers to make the foray against them with him. 
He wrote also to the Qureyshite men, commanding them to 
make the foray against those *Esh*arite tribesmen in accordance 
with the august order received. Lijfn the commandant went 
forth, therefore, from Feshdl with the Sultan's troops, and the 
Qureyshiyya villagers also went forth in their complete array. 
But the troops began to act before the arrival of the Qureyshites. 
They combated mutually during an hour or so of the day, when 
the troops were routed and turned back frustrated. Upon this 
defeat of the troops the Qureyshiyya men advanced, and mutual 
severe fighting again took place until a number were slain on 
each side. They then separated. But the Sheykh 'Ahmed son 
of *Umer said : " O ye men, we have not the force to fight 
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against the Sultan; do ye therefore get you up out of the 
region." So they got them up out of it, and scattered them- 
selves in the vale of Zebid and in the vicinity. Their departure 
from the region was the cause of the devastation of the whole ^q 
of the low-lying western hot sea-coast lands. And this because 
the Ma'aziba tribesmen made a compact, they and the villagers 
of Qureyshiyya, to work mischief. So they devastated the vale of 
Zebfd and the vale of Rima* by little and little. The 'Esh*arite 
tribe had been a buckler to the two valleys and a bridle on 
the heads of the Ma*iziba. When the *Esh*arites disappeared 
from the country the Ma^iziba became dominant and found an 
abode on the border of the lands. 

After this the judge Jemdlu*d-Dfn *Aliyy son of *Ammdr 
came back from the northern cantons in the month of the latter 
Rebf* in this year 755 (April-May, 1354). There were in his 
escort a number of Ghuzz (Kurds) belonging to the garrisons, 
about a hundred horsemen. They agreed in their counsels 
to make a foray on the Ma^Aziba ; so these said troops set out 
against them on Sunday the 25th of the latter Rebf* (7th May), 
when the Ma^iziba were camped on the borders of the vale 
of Rima* after devastating Mukhayrff. Their horsemen had by 
that time become numerous. So when the troops came up with 
them they absconded from them by night marches until the 
troops had taken somewhat of their cattle. Then the Ma*dziba 
horsemen gathered together to their last man, and charged 
against the troops when these latter had scattered themselves, f« 271' 
and put them to a complete rout. The commandant Ldj{n 
was killed, and with him were slain a number of the troops ; 
they captured also a considerable amount of their horses. The 
son of Sumeyr then returned to Feshdl, and remained there 
until the month of Ramaddn, while Shujd* son of Ya*qub arrived pvi 
as *Emfr in Rima*, where he stayed until the end of the year. 

In this year 755 the Sultan despatched a magnificent present 
to the lands of Egypt, the eunuch Safiyyu'd-D/n Jewher the 
Ridwinite proceeding in charge of it. But a coral reef en- 
countered them near to Jebelu'z-Zaqr,^^* and the ship foundered 
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in which was the eunuch ; so he perished, as also a number of 
those who were with him. This Jewher the Ridwdnite was a 
classed man among the governing order, well known for his 
generous disposition, exalted views, and pleasant manners. He 
served the noble princess the lady of the eunuch Shihdbu'd- 
Dfn Saldh, mother of our lord the Sultan Melik Mujdhid, who 
made him steward of her household, and entrusted to him the 
whole of her affairs. So he rose in grade, proved himself a man 
of exemplary conduct, and experienced the utmost possible 
consideration from the Sultan, who referred many matters to 
him, and named him ambassador with the former present when 
the eunuch Khudeyr died. He acquitted himself well on that 
occasion, and came back in good health. He then appointed 
him to accompany this present offering, when he met his death, 
as we have related, in the month of Dhii'l-Hijja in this year 
(December, 1354 -January, 1355). He was buried in the 
cemetery of the Sihdm gate (of Zeb(d). May God, who be 
extolled, have mercy on him. 

In the year A.H. 756 (A.D. 1355-6) the might of the Arab 
malefactors grew apace in the western seaboard countries. The 
•''^ Ma'dziba tribesmen, the Qureyshiyya villagers, with the archers 
(Rumat)^^*^ of Basi't and Qahri', gathered together, and they 
who adhered to them, attacking the village of Mukhayrif in 
a body together in the latter part of the month of Muharrem 
(February, 1355). They surrounded the village, and the people 
of the village came forth to do battle with them. Then was 
killed the Sheykh *Ahmed son of *Umer son of *Abdu*llah the 
'Esh*arite ; and there fell with him a number of the people of 
the village. The combat took place late in the day, and when 
they arose at dawn they departed from the village. With its 
devastation a number of the villages in (the vale of) Rima* 
became ruined ; as, Ruqba, Mekabira, Hilla, Muqtera*a, Midrab, 
f. 272* Batta, Kuhlaniyy, and Mahall-Kehlin.^^^ Some villages also of 
the vale of Zebid were devastated, but they recovered themselves 
after a time, while those villages we have enumerated of the 
(vale of) Rima* never recovered, with the exception of Ruqba, 
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the inhabitants of which came back and dwelt in it awhile; 
then it was deserted also, and ultimately they came back. But 
as to the (other) villages mentioned, not one of them has 
recovered itself up to this our present day. 

The Qd*ishite was then made governor, and he made himself 
responsible for the vales of Zeb/d and Rima*, with Qahma. But 
the districts laid petitions before him, and he knew not what 
he should do ; so he demanded from the vale of Rima* fifteen 
thousand (ducats?). When the Sultan had ascertained his 
incapacity, he dismissed him and set up as 'Emfr the judge 
Jemdlu*d-Din Muhammed son of Hassin, the wezir ; whose i^^a 
nomination took place in the latter part of the year 756 
aforesaid (January, 1356). 

In the year A.H. 757 (A.D. 1356) the depredations of the 
Arabian tribesmen grew worse and worse in the western sea- 
board countries. The horsemen of the Arabian malefactors 
multiplied ; they devastated a number of villages, the roads 
became impassable, and the Qureyshiyya villagers joined them- 
selves to the Ma^iziba tribesmen, who now began to make 
forays on the borders of the cantons, in order to murder, pillage, f. 272* 
and destroy by fire. 

In this year the Sultan bestowed on his son Melik Sdlih the 
fief of Qahma. He journeyed thither ; but the power of the 
Arabian tribesmen had already attained to vast proportions, 
their depredations had greatly increased, and he consequently 
could do nothing, but became, as it were, blockaded. Afterwards, 
the judge Jemilu'd-Din Muhammed son of HassAn got together 
such troops as he had with him in Feshdl, sent for the force 
that was at Qahma, collecting therein a numerous array also 
of Arabian tribesmen, with which he went to attack (the village 
of) Qureyshiyya. But the Ma'Aziba men made a foray with 
their horsemen and their footmen, the troops were routed, and 
a party of their foot were slain, as also a number of their 
horsemen. Among those killed was the 'Emfr Seyfu'd-Dfn the 
Shihabite, marshal of the household to Melik Sdlih, who was 
a horseman of great valour. The fight occurred on Saturday 
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the 28th of Dhii'l-Hijja, in the year 757 (23rd December, 1356). 
The judge Jemdlu'd-D/n Muhammed son of Hassin carried off 
from (the vale of) Rima* seventy odd thousand (ducats ?), and 
the Sultan thanked him for his zealous endeavours. 
>^1 In the year A.H. 758 (A.D. 1356-7) the judge Jemdlu*d-D{n 

Muhammed son of Hassdn was removed from (the vale of) 
Rima*, and Melik Sdlih was appointed thereto, while the 'Emfr 
Shemsu'd-Dfn *Aliyy son of Hasan, of Aleppo, was named to 
Qahma. 

And in this year the merchants came from the northern 
cantons with a number of horses, with which they intended 
to go to the fair at *Aden, as was their common practice. When 
they entered Feshdl the 'Esh^arites saw them ; they also saw 
the spread of misdeeds in the districts ; so they took the whole 
of the horses that had been brought to them. This taking of 
the horses by them was, as was said, with the connivance of the 
governor, who was the 'Em/r Bedru'd-Dfn Hasan son of Ydsdk. 
So when they mounted the horses the Ma'dziba men offered 
resistance to their penetrating into the vale of Rima*. The 
Sultan then gave orders for the arrest of the 'Emfr aforesaid, 
and he was arrested in the month of Ramaddn. He who 
arrested him was the *Emir Bahddir the Mujdhidite, who was 
at the time commandant of the life-guards at the court. He 
took him up to the Sultan under escort, who gave orders for 
him to be hung, and hung he was in the latter part of RamadAn 
aforesaid (September, 1356). 

Melik Sdlih came down to his fief, Feshdl, in the month ot 

Shewwdl (September-October, 1356), and after him descended 

also the wezfr Jemilu'd-D(n Muhammed son of Hassin with 

troops of the household to the number of about seventy horsemen, 

1 273» besides the array of Melik Sdlih. 

i"A« And when the Ma'dziba men from the vales of Zeb/d and 
Rima* made resistance to the assembling of the 'Esh*arite men 
in Feshdl, the Ma*dziba gathered together, attacked the city 
of Qahma, burnt and devastated it, pillaging the inhabitants in 
the most unsparing manner. The governor thereof transferred 
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himself to Beytu'l-Faq{hi-'bni-*Ujeyl (the town named "The 
House of the Jurist the son of *Ujeyl "), with his women and 
his baggage. 

And when Melik Sdlih arrived at Feshdl, and with him 
the wezir and the troops in his suite as we have recorded, 
the 'Esh*arite men migrated from Feshdl to the village of 
Ghazzdliin ^^^ at the very head of the vale of Rima*, where 
they settled, abandoning all the rest of the country out of 
fear for the Sultan. The Ma'dziba had begun to make forays 
into the vale of ZeWd, passing by the borders of Mukhayrif, 
which was desolate, without inhabitants. Their attacks in that 
direction became frequent, and they were pursued by a party 
of the 'Esh^arite men of Ghazzdliin, who killed three individuals 
from among them, all horsemen, (and one of them) being Hasan 
son of Behfla, who was a great man among them, both from 
his age and the esteem that he was held in. His slaughter 
occurred in the month of Shewwil of this year (September- 
October, 1356). The Ma*dziba sent messengers to all the other 
depredating tribes of the Arabians, such as Qahrd*, the archers of 
Basft, the Maqdsira^^^ of the north, and the *Amirites. The 
(tribe of) Dhu'al ^^^^ came together to the very last of them, and 
all the villagers of Qureyshiyya, horse and foot ; they advanced 
against the 'Esh*arites in (the village of) Ghazzdliin, leaving 
the bulk of their horsemen and footmen in three ambushes at 
a distance to the west of Ghazzdlun. About twenty horsemen 
went to them from the east of the village and drove away the rAi 
cattle of the 'Esh*arites, travelling with them towards those 
places of ambush aforesaid. (The 'Esh*arites pursued them), 
and the ambushes sprang up against them, so that none of 
the 'Esh*arites returned in that night, save such as were not 
well known. The episode occurred in the first part of the night, 
and the majority of those present did not know the 'Esh*arites, 
some of them not even knowing each other. This took place 
on Tuesday the 27th of Dhu*l-Qa*da (loth November, 1356). 
There were slain at the time of the 'Esh*arites and of those 
who were with them thirty-seven individuals, of whom twenty- 
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five were horsemen, so that their race was rooted out Among 
those slain at the time were JelAl son of Mu*aybid, *Abdu*lUh 
son of Qulqul, the son of Qarfn, and *Ebu-Bekr son of Deber, 
who was the most expert horseman of the men of his time and 
also the bravest of them. 

And on the 28th of Dhu'l-Qa*da the Ma^dziba attacked Feshdl 
at dawn, when Melik SAlih, with the wezir Muhammed son of 

f. 273»> HassAn, and those of the troops who were with them, went 
forth and betook themselves to the city of Zebfd. Feshil then 
became waste, and all government was abrogated in the whole 
of the vale of Rima*. 

In the year A.H. 759 (A.D. 1357-8) the Sultan came down to 
Zebid with a goodly array of troops and sent for the son of 
Mfka'fl at Harad, who also came to court with a force of troops, 
and in his suite there came besides a company of the Ghuzz 
(Kurds) of the garrisons. The Sultan then went forth with an 
^^^ imposing column in quest of the Ma*aziba tribesmen and the 
villagers of Qureyshiyya. But they moved away from their 
villages, and the Sultan did not succeed in getting at any 
one of them ; so he burnt their villages and returned. In this 
expedition there was killed a slave of the son of Mfki'fl, named 
Ydqiit, who was a valorous horseman, only that he did not 
know the localities ; so when he got separated from the army 
he was slain. 

f. 274* When the Sultan had returned to Zebfd, he sojourned there 

awhile, and afterwards went up to Ta*izz. The son of MikA'il, 
too, went back to his country, Harad. The Sunbulite, further- 
more, proceeded to his fief, Jeththa. The Ma'dziba, with the 
other depredators, then came down to their villages. When 
they had settled themselves they sojourned for a while, and then 
assembled to attack Kedrd*, in the month of Safer towards the 
latter part thereof (February, 1358). They laid it waste and 
set fire to it, so that all government was done away with in the 
vale of Sihdm. Devastations and depredations became con- 
tinual, the roads were barred to all traffic, and the inhabitants 
of Zebid could not communicate with the people of Mehjem, 
nor those of Mehjem with the men of Zebfd. 
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On the 7th of Sha*bdn in this said year 759 (14th July, 1357) 
the Ma*Aziba and other depredators attacked the date plan- 
tations of the vale of Zebid, and plundered their inhabitants, so 
that all government was banished thence ; the inhabitants went 
forth out of it without food for one of them for a single day. 
They then shared out those plantations among themselves, the 
*Ebyad being taken by the villagers of Qureyshiyya, the upper 
plantations by the Benii-Ya'qiib section of the Ma*dziba, and ^^ 
the lower plantations by the Benii-Beshir. The inhabitants 
and proprietors of those date gardens ceased to have any hold 
of their possessions, of which the Arabian tribesmen took 
the whole. 

On the 25th of Shewwdl (28th September) the depredating 
gangs of the Ma'dziba, of the archers, and of Qahri', assembled 
and attacked Jeththa, the 'Emfr of which was then Bah4*u*d- 
Dfn the Sunbulite. The Arabian tribesmen surrounded the 
village and all who were in it. The *Emfr BahdVd-Dfn and 
those with him sallied forth against them, and fought strenuously. 
A party of the troops were slain, as was also Muhammed, the 
son of the Sunbulite with his brother Muqbil ; and 'Ebii-Bekr 
received a very severe wound, so as to be reckoned among the 
number of those killed. The Sunbulite and those who were 
with him of the remnant of the troops retreated to Mehjem, the 
'Emfr of which was at that time Kemil son of the Tihimite. 

After this the Arabian tribesmen came together, all of them, 
in the month of Dhii'l-Hijja in the year 759 aforesaid 
(November, 1357), and sent to the inhabitants of Surdud, 
stirring them up to an attack on Mehjem. The chief of the 
Benu-*Ubeyda was at that time Hasan son of 'Ebii'l-Qdsim, 
and the chief of the Zeydiyya sectarians was the son of Hufays. 
So they agreed as to the attack on Mehjem for Monday the 
3rd of Dhii'l-Hijja in the said year. The Ma*4ziba, the archers, 
and the men of QahrA' came to Mehjem on the appointed day 
before the sun was risen ; but the men of Surdud were late. 
A defeat, therefore, befell the Arabian tribesmen, and there p^ 
were killed of them more than a hundred men. The son of 
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f- 274** Hufays, with his people of the Zeydiyya, and Hasan son of 
Ebu'l-Qdsim the *Abdite, with his men of the Benii-*Ubeyda 
tribe, were advancing and were met by the fugitives of the 
Arabian tribesmen ; so they returned to where they had 
come from. 

In the year A.H. 760 (A.D. 1358-9) the judge Shihibu'd-D{n 
'Ahmed son of *Aliyy son of Qabfb came down (from Ta*izz), 
and with him descended one of the sons of the Sultan, his 
son named 'Ahmed Ndsir, with a goodly array of household 
troops, and he stayed in Zebfd as a reinforcement. The 
horsemen of the Arabian tribesmen used then to prowl around 
the city every day, never being out of sight. 

And when the middle day of the month of the latter Rebf*, 
(14th March, 1359) was come, the Sheykh 'Ebii-Bekr son of 
Ghurdb the Qurey shite, known by the nickname of HibaH (the 
giant), came on business to Zebfd. He was one of the astute 
men of his time, and he had with him a son of his paternal 
uncle, *Aliyy son of Muhammed son of *Umer son of Ghurib. 
It was customary with the Arabian tribesmen at that juncture 
that whoever had business that called him to the city would 
come and wait outside the city on his horse ; and whomsoever 
he met with of the firewood dealers, grass-cutters, or the like, 
he would send him with a message to whomsoever he desired of 
his acquaintances to ask of him the matter on account of which 
he was come, and to inform that person of the spot where he 
himself was to be found. So when the giant, with the son 
of his paternal uncle, had arrived as we have mentioned, the 
two sent a messenger to the 'Emfr Sdrim son of Neshwdn, who 
^^ used to make a show of sincerity, he and others besides, because 

f. 275* of the need of the people for them. 

When the messenger came and told him of their whereabouts, 
he prepared for them a delicate repast ; for so used he to do, 
and others as well. But then he put into the food a large 
quantity of the extract of Indian hemp.^^^ He also sent out 
for them some perfumed water, in which, too, there was some 
extract of hemp. The two ate as much as satisfied them, and 
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both drank of the water. They then waited in expectation of 
the matter on account of which they had come. The hemp 
began to take effect on both of them in a very marked manner. 
The giant was not accustomed to make use of intoxicants ; but 
when he felt within himself the effect of relaxation that was 
perceptible to him, he comprehended that the food had been 
drugged. The son of his paternal uncle was given to the use 
of intoxicants, and on that very day he had taken somewhat 
of the kind ; and when he began to feel affected in the same 
way, he supposed that it was the result of the intoxicant he had 
made use of. And when they became both of them convinced 
of the mishap, they each rose up to mount on their horses. The 
giant mounted ; but the son of his paternal uncle was unable 
to stand up away from that place of his, though it is also said 
that he mounted and fell off from his horse. The giant took 
hold of his horse, and went off with the two horses together. 
This act of Sdrim son of Neshwdn was committed at the 
suggestion of the son of Qabfb, who had already sent a body 
of the troops then to the Date-Gardens Gate (Bdbu*n-Nakhl),^'** 
and had stationed another body of them on the city wall to i»ai 
witness what might arise out of the incident. 

When these saw that the giant had already mounted one 
horse and was leading away the other by its rein, they shouted 
after him, while the troops issued from the gate and arrested 
*Aliyy son of Muhammed, whom they found prostrate and 
unconscious of all things. So they set him on a camel and 
took him into the city. As for the giant, he pushed on his 
horse when the troops came out of Zebid, and as he was 
pursuing his course along the road he fell ; for matters had 
become serious with him, and the day had become sultry, so 
that he pitched as though diving. The two horses continued 
to follow one another until they entered Qureyshiyya. Then 
a shouter shouted in the village, and the inhabitants of the 
village went forth examining, to follow up the tracks of the 
horses until they found the giant dead, his body being already 
fissured, through the vehemence of the sultry heat. So they 
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bore him away and buried him. The son of his paternal uncle 
remained in fetters in Zebfd until the Sultan came down in 
Dhul-Qa^a. 

And on Wednesday the 5th of Ramaddn there fell a violent 
rain in the city of Zeb/d and its environs. Its commencement 
was at the time of the summons to the service of afternoon 
worship, (and it lasted) until the interval between the evening 
f. 275^ and the nightfall services. Many houses fell in upon their 
inhabitants, and there died under the ruins, according to what 
I have heard, in the city of Zebfd about eighty human beings. 
There was not left one house out of all the buildings of the city 
that had not some partial damage done to it, while some of 
i"Av them were enveloped in ruin, and these not a few too. 

In the month of Dhu'l-Qa*da the Sultan came down to Zebfd 
with a goodly array of forces, intending to go forth against 
those of the Arabian tribesmen that were committing havoc. 
He sent to the 'Emir Niiru'd-Dfn Muhammed son of Mfkd'n,"^» 
but he would not come. On the contrary, he put him off with 
letters time after time. For a party of his intimates had already 
suggested to him in glowing colours that he should make 
himself master of the northern cantons,^^^ these being Sihdm, 
Surdud, Mewr, and Rahbin ; that he should leave Dhu'il and 
Rima* desolate ; that when he had fortified himself with the 
revenues of the afore-recited cantons and gained the mastery 
over them, he should then attack Zebid, when the whole of the 
low-lying seaboard countries would range themselves in his 
interest, they being the sources of the public revenue. The 
Sultan and all besides would then lose the power to stand up 
against him. These suggestions took a hold of his mind, and 
he pictured to himself that it would prove so without fail. So 
he refused to come in to the Sultan. It happened by the ordi- 
nance and predetermination of God that disease broke out 
among the horses in the train of the Sultan and others, which 
is termed mishfer (sore lips }) or, as some have said, musheyfir 
(little sore lips ?) ; so that, in a short space of time, a large 
number of horses perished belonging to the Sultan and the 
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troops, to such a degree that it well-nigh involved the whole of 
them. The Sultan deferred, therefore, his project of a cam- 
paign at this conjuncture. 

And in this year 760 there died the judge Jelcilu*d-D(n ^^ 
*Aliyy son of Muhammed son of 'Ebii-Bekr son of ^Ammdr, 
who was at the time invested with the office of wezir to the 
Sultan. He was possessed of a talent for leading and governing ; 
he was wise, calm, and of good moral conduct. Before his 
appointment to the wezirate he had been controller at *Aden. 
His death took place on the 23rd of Sha^bdn in this year (17th 
July, 1359). May God, who be extolled, have mercy on him. 

In it there died also the 'Emfr Sdrimu'd-Dfn Ddwiid son of 
'Ibrdhfm, the Demir-Dashite, who was a great 'Emfr, of exalted 
views, a grandee among the 'Emirs, with great credit in the 
Sultan's estimation, of excellent moral conduct. His death 
occurred on the 30th of Safer (29th January, 1359). May God, 
who be extolled, have mercy on him. 

In the year A.H. 761 (a.d. 1359-60) the Sultan went up from f. 276' 
Zebfd on the ist of Safer (21st December, 1359), and when he 
had settled down in Ta*izz the judge *Af(fu'd-D(n *Uthmdn 
son of Suleyman son of Talha the Durite came down with 
a body of troops, and remained as commandant in Zebfd in 
place of the judge Shihabu'd-Dfn 'Ahmed son of Qabfb, the son 
of Qabfb going up to the august court. 

Devastation had already asserted its sway over the greater 
portion of the western low seaboard districts, only three or 
four villages being left, besides the city, in the vale of Zebfd. 
The horsemen (of the Arab depredators) continued to prowl 
around this latter every day. 

And in this year 761 there came to the city of Mehjem the pa^ 
great Sherff *Aliyy son of Muhammed, known as the son of 
the slave-girl 'Ibnu'l-Jdriya. He had with him a company 
of the sons of Hamza, Sherffs. The 'Emfr of the town, Shujci* 
son of Ya*qub, the commandant of the place at the time, the 
'Emir Shemsu'd-Dfn *Aliyy son of Hcitim, and some of the 
Sheykhs of the Arabian tribesmen, went forth to meet him. 
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And when they stopped in the parade-ground, and sought to 
play a joust, they began to quarrel about the precedence and 
came to mutual blows. The people of the city and such of 
the troops as were with them retreated into the city, and 
opposed the Sherff and his suite from entering the city. Then 
the 'Em{r Shemsu*d-Dfn *Aliyy son of Hdtim composed their 
difference, they entered the city, and the Sherff took his seat 
in the palace. Afterwards one of the slave lads, attendants 
on the Sherffs, made a mistake against one of the inhabitants 
of the city. He was arrested and brought to the Sherff, who 
ordered his hand to be cut off, and it was cut off immediately. 
The Sherffs were angered, and they went forth out of Mehjem 
to return to their own country. But the Sherff *Aliyy son of 
Muhammed remained, with a body of his attendants, the Sultan 
having given an order for a sum of money to be paid to him 
by the 'Emfr Sdrimu'd-Dfn Ddwiid son of Khalfl, lord of 
i"V Mahalib. He moved, therefore, to Mahdlib for this reason ; 
but the lord of Mahdlib put him off and gave him only an 
insignificant trifle. Then, when the Sherff. saw that he was 
overmatched by him as to the order for his payment, he went 
forth with a body of his attendants, entered the place where 
he was, killed him and look from his house whatever he found 
of money, goods, beasts, and weapons. This murder of him 
f. 276'* was in the night before Friday the i6th of the former Jumddd 
in the said year (2nd April, i:6o). 

When the *Emfr Shemsu*d-Dfn *Aliyy son of Hdtim became 
informed of the murder of Ddwud son of Khalfl, he sent a 
message to the leader ^^^ Wehhds (*E1-Qd*id) and despatched 
to him the troops of Mehjem, over whom he had already 
placed a Sherff named *Aliyy son of Hazim ; and he ordered 
the leader to march with the troops and the Arabian tribesmen, 
in order to do battle against the Sherff and to expel him from 
the dominions of the Sultan. The leader Wehhas set out 
accordingly, and the Sherff, the son of Hizim, together with 
such troops as they had with them, and such Arabian tribesmen 
of the district, to go to Mahdlib. The Sherff *Aliyy son of 



MURDER OF dAwiJd SON OF KHALIl. 95 

Muhammed came forth to them, and begged of the leader 
that he would grant him the delay of that one day of his, 
when he would depart from the Sultan's dominions as soon 
as the night should set in. But the leader said that he should 
not depart, save at that moment ; and that, if he did not depart 
of his own accord, he would himself expel him without his 
consent. Such a departure did not please him ; so they fought 
a severe fight, and the leader was killed, there being slain 
with him nine individuals, the remainder being utterly routed. 
This happened on the Thursday the 22nd of the former Jumddi, >°1 1 
in the year 761 (9th April, 1360). 

When the son of Hdtim was informed of this, he decamped 
from Mehjem and returned to the Sultan. He went back by sea 
from the Harda Coast (Sdhilu Harda).i362 

And when the leader was killed as we have described, the 
Sherff *Aliyy son of Muhammed journeyed from Mahdlib in the 
design of going to Mehjem, which he entered on Sunday the 
25th of the former Jumddd (12th April), the head of the leader, 
and the heads of his followers who were killed with him, being 
borne aloft in front of him. When the Sherff entered Mehjem, 
he seized its 'Emfr Shujd* son of Ya*qub, and appointed therein 
Kemdl son of the Tihdmite. He ceased not to torture the son 
of Ya*qub until he perished under the severity of the infliction. 
His death took place in the night before Friday the 7th of the 
latter Jumddd (23rd April). 

When the Sherff had become master of Mehjem he sent 
a company of Ghuzz (Kurds) to Mahdlib, who halted in the 
garden. The Arabian tribesmen attacked them, they fled from 
Mahdlib, and the Arabians pillaged it and burnt it. After this 
the leaders (El-Quwwdd) ^'^ sallied forth from every canton 
and to every tribe from among the tribes of the Arabians, 
asking them to make forays against them. Therefore the 
Ma*ciziba,the archers, and the Qahrd', as also the Arabian tribes- 
men of Surdud, gathered together and attacked the Sherff in 
Mehjem. He went forth against them and routed them as far 
as Khazfna.^'** But they beat him up again the next day, and f. 277* 
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^^^ he went forth also to them and drove them to the outskirts of 
the city, where they dispersed themselves away from him. But 
they visited him afresh on the third day and surrounded the 
city. The Sherff stood firm, resisting them until the close of 
the day; but afterwards he asked for an amnesty from the 
Ma'dziba, taking his departure with his baggage during the 
night. When they arose in the morning they entered the city, 
pillaged and burnt it, taking therefrom incalculable and unlimited 
wealth. This happened on Monday the 2nd of Rejeb in the 
year 761 (i8th May, 1360). Thus ruin lorded it over the whole 
of the western low seaboard countries, nothing remaining except 
Zebfd and Harad. 

Now it was, when desolation brooded over those districts as 
we have mentioned, that the 'Emir Nuru*d-Din Muhammed son 
of Mfkd'fl sprang up and levied forces ; for his soul had prattled 
to him of the realization of those things which his followers had 
pictured to him. He then sent for the Sherffs of Sa*da and 
others besides. When the troops had collected together around 
him in Harad, he placed over them as commander the *Em(r 
Shihdbu*d-D(n 'Ahmed son of *Aliyy son of Sumeyr, who was 
a horseman, a princely man, with an eloquent tongue and keen 
mind. He marched with the troops from Harad to the village 
of Berza,*^^ where he established himself. Mahdlib was then 
a ruin ; but he wished to restore it, so that the quarters of the 
troops might be in Berza. So he sent to the peasantry de- 
manding from them the dues of the exchequer. But when his 
missive came to the Dammatites ^^^ they refused to come in to 
him, sending to the Arabian tribesmen of Surdud and inviting 

Pir them to come and fight him, by doing battle against him. These 
hastened to come to them with all speed. So there was collected 
together a force of the Arabian tribesmen, of those Dammatites 
with their allies, and of the tribesmen of Surdud, who attacked 
the son of Sumeyr and his followers in Berza. He went forth 
to oppose them with the troops under him, and a serious 
encounter took place. Defeat befell the Arabian tribesmen, 
and there were slain of them about three hundred men, among 
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whom were more than one hundred of the people of Wdsit^'^ 
This event occurred on the 14th of Dhii'l-Hijja in this year 761 
(25th October, 1360). When the battle was over, the son of 
Sumeyr and his followers among the troops marched to Mahdlib 
and took possession thereof; the Arabian tribesmen entering 
into subjection to them voluntarily or by constraint. 

And in this year 761 died Melik Mansiir *Umer son of the f. 277* 
Sultan Melik Mujdhid. May God, who be extolled, have 
mercy on him. 

In this year, again, there died a strange man in the mosque 
at Merthat,"^ one of the villages of the vale of Zebfd. He had 
sojourned in the mosque for some time, and when he afterwards 
died no winding-sheet was found upon him. So they dug a 
grave for him and enveloped him in banana-leaves, binding 
these with a rag, and placing him in the grave. As he was 
lying still in the side-chamber of the grave, there came a certain 
Sheykh Yiisuf son of Nejdh the Siifite ^'®^ with a cloth in which 
he intended to enshroud him, and found that they had already 
lowered him into the grave-chamber. So he went in, wishing 
to lift him out of the grave ; but he found nothing in the grave i"^i" 
save the banana-leaves. He removed the banana-leaves from 
the grave, and they filled up the grave with earth without a 
corpse in it. This grave is well known as " the grave of the 
stranger." ^^ But God knows best. 

In the year A.H. 762 (A.D. 1 360-1) the troops went from the 
confines of Mahdlib to Surdud in the beginning of the month 
of Safer (loth December, 1360). The Arabian tribesmen of 
Surdud gathered together in a mass at Beyt-Huseyn,^'^^ and 
issued from Beyt-Huseyn to attack the troops. When they 
came face to face with these the tribesmen fled without 
fighting. The troops pursued them and killed a great number 
of them, though not so many as on the former day. They 
also stripped off much spoil from the dead, and they entered 
Beyt-Huseyn. They burnt Beyt-*Abfd Sherja,^*^^ and the 
villages of Buyiit-Benf-Wehban. This affair took place in the 
neighbourhood of * Addbetul-'Ariis. The troops halted in Beyt- 
VOL. II. 7 
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*Atd', and the Arabian tribesmen submitted, paid the dues of 
the exchequer, and became law-abiding subjects. The troops 
now proceeded to Mehjem and entered it on the 24th of the 
former Rebf* (ist February, 1 361). So the troops acquired 
possession of the government of the whole canton. 

On the 7th day of the month of Ramaddn (8th July, 1361) 
the Ma*ciziba and the villagers of Qureyshiyya came to blows, 

1^* they being then all assembled in the date-groves of the 
vale of Zebid. On that day were killed two sons of the 
*Idhdmite, two men of the Ma'dziba, whom the villagers of 
Qureyshiyya slew. They mutually conceived a dislike for one 
another then, but they agreed upon a truce until the work of 
the date-groves should be completed. The date-groves were 
at that time in their hands together. This was the beginning 
of the disagreement that broke out between them. So when 
the date-harvest was over, and each of the two parties had 
retired to his own home, the Ma'dziba made a foray in the 
latter part of the month of Ramaddn, and killed a man of the 
Qureyshiyya villagers named Ddwud son of Rizdm. Later 
f. 278* on they made another incursion in the beginning of Shewwal 
(ist August, 1 361), in which they attacked the village. The 
men of Qureyshiyya came forth against them, and they fought 
in the neighbourhood of the houses apart from the village, 
when two of the men of Qureyshiyya were killed, one of them 
being called the *Abbdsite and the other the Ji'dlite. 

After this the villagers of Qureyshiyya asked for an amnesty 
from the Sultan, and made their submission. He granted them 
a full amnesty, so that they made their peace and asked for help 
from the Sultan against the Ma*aziba. The Sultan gave orders 
for them to be assisted, and troops went out to them. They 
made a raid on the 12th of Shewwdl (12th August), and killed 
nine men of the Ma*dziba, one of whom was Hubaq son of 

\p^^ ]eriyy. They burnt down over them Birrft and Kerbesiyya *^^' ; 
they plundered them, and they drove them out of those borders. 

The Ma'ciziba now collected their horsemen and their footmen 
towards the end of Shewwdl, and attacked the Qureyshiyya 
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Village, the inhabitants of which went out to meet them. They 
engaged in battle, and there were slain of the Qureyshiyya 
villagers about forty men, among whom was *Isd son of Hiball 
(the Giant). There was also killed one man of the Ma*dziba, 
named Mufrej son of 'Es-ham. The villagers of Qureyshiyya 
carried out a foray afterwards, in the month of Dhii'l-Qaya 
(September), and killed of the Ma'dziba, a man named the son 
of *Aqfd, together with his son and (other) three individuals. 

The Ma'dziba now collected a large force from the tribes of 
the north, and others, with which they attacked Qureyshiyya on 
the last day of Dhii'l-Qa^da (30th September), and they reached 
the upper end of the village. But defeat befel them, and there 
were killed of them and of those with them about three hundred 
men. This battle was famous, and the jurist Muhammed son of 
Sirddh the Qureyshite has sung in respect thereof : 

" Three hundred was their slaughter ; not accurately^ but approxi- 
mately^ for the information of the enquirer ^^ 

There were cut off, of the heads of those slain in this battle, 
more than a hundred, and these heads went up to Ta*izz, where 
the Sultan then was. He gave dresses of honour to those who 
went up with the heads. 

The Sultan now equipped a goodly force under the command pw 
of the judge Shihdbu*d-Dfn 'Ahmed son of *Aliyy son of Qabfb 
and of the 'Emir Bahd'u'd-Dfn Bahddir the Sunbulite, com- 
manding them both to proceed to the northern cantons. So 
the two marched from Ta*izz to Zebfd. They then issued from 
Zebfd, having as their object to go to Mehjem with the troops f. 278*' 
under them. When they reached the middle of the country of 
the Archers (of the Level) the Arabian tribesmen collected 
together from every canton against them, attacking them with 
multitudinous hosts. The troops were forced back, and the 
son of Qabfb was killed. This encounter was within the limit 
of Sihdm ; but they had already gone forth from *Awdja.^'^* 
So the son of Qabfb was carried and buried at *Awdja ; but 
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the Sunbulite retreated to the 'Amiriyya tribe, where they 
attempted to kill him. He therefore marched to the Benii- 
Maqamma tribe, lords of Beytu*l-Mudewwer. He next marched 
from Beytu'l - Mudewwer to Zeydiyya.^^* The battle had 
occurred on Tuesday the nth of Dhii'l-Hijja in this year 762 
(i2th October, 1361). 

When the son of Sumeyr was informed — he being in Mehjem, 
as we have related — that the Sunbulite had arrived in Zeydiyya, 
he collected large levies, sent for the Arabian tribesmen, and 
attacked the Sunbulite in Zeydiyya on Tuesday the 25th of 
Dhii'l-Hijja in the same year (26th October). The Sunbulite 
went forth to the castle of Mendbir, and remained there some 
time, returning then to the Sultan by way of the mountain. 
^^^ The rest of the defeated troops returned also to the Sultan, who 
gave them dresses of honour, made them presents of money, 
and served out to them horses and arms. 

In this year 762 died the noble princess, lady of the eunuch 
Shihdbu'd-Dfn Saldh,i"« mother of the Sultan Melik Mujdhid. 
Her demise occurred in the city of Ta*izz, and she was buried in 
her mausoleum so well known there. She was an auspicious 
woman, wise, right-minded, prudent, mild, munificent, generous, 
with a talent for ruling and directing, noble of soul, and soaring 
in her endeavours. When her son the Sultan Melik Mujcihid 
became absent in Egypt — his absence from his dominions 
lasting fourteen months, while she was the prop of the country — 
she held the territories with a firm grasp, and kept the troops in 
tranquillity. There was not in that prosperous epoch a more 
happy year than this for plenty, security, justice, and kindness. 
She left also some glorious monuments for religion. She loved 
the doctors of the holy law and the righjteous, whom she used to 
honour, exalt, and magnify. She used to go about to people's 
houses' and enquire after their welfare with abounding gifts ; 
and seldom does time produce her like. How very worthy 
was she of the words of 'Ebii-Tayyib 'El-Mutenebbi, where 
he sings : — 
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^^ And if {all) women were like her whom we have s^o^en of, ^^ 
verify y women would be superior to men. ' *' 

// is no slur on the sun to have a feminine name ; nor is /f - fc 279* 
a cause of boasting to the crescent that it is made ' :',-; 
masculine^ 

Among her religious monuments one is the college, extensive 
and celebrated, known as the Saldhiyya, in the city of Zebfd. 
She instituted therein a precentor, a mu'edhdhin, a sexton, 
a hydragogue for the water to the lavatories therein, a professor 
of the canon law, a professor of the apostolic tradition, a pro- 
fessor of syntax, and students in each one of the said branches, 
together with a teacher and orphans (to learn the Qur'dn). She 
gave in mortmain trust, of the best of what she possessed, 
a quantity enough for the maintenance of the whole. She also 
built, opposite to the college aforesaid, a dervish conventicle, 
in which she placed a sheykh, a steward, and paupers, giving 
in mortmain trust for them a handsome trust estate, goodly 
and sufficient. She further built a college in the village of 
Muselleb, in the vale of Zebfd, instituting therein a precentor, 
a mu*edhdhin, a sexton, a hydragogue, a teacher, and orphans to 
learn the Qur*an ; also a professor according to the rite of the 
school of Shdfi*(, a professor according to the rite of the school 
of 'Ebii-Hanffa, with students in both rites, and a fountain for 
watering cattle and other things. She also built a mosque in 
the village of Tureyba in the vale of Zebfd, instituting therein 
a precentor, a mu'edhdhin, a sexton, and a teacher, with orphans ^ 
and students to read the Qur'dn ; also a fountain for watering 
cattle. Moreover, she built in the village of Seldma a college, 
the one to the right of him who is proceeding by the road 
to Ta*izz. She established therein a precentor, a preacher, 
a mu'edhdhin, a sexton, a hydragogue for the water to the 
lavatories and to the drinking fountain there ; also a teacher, 
with orphans to recite the Qur*dn, a professor for jurisprudence 
according to the school of the protojurist Shdfi*f, a professor of 
the apostolic tradition, and students under each professor. She 
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• ^ • 

devised !in mortmain trust for the whole a fine trust estate, 

exquisite, sufficient and to spare for their maintenance. She 

•;"^lsb built a mosque in the city of Ta*izz, in the Mejelliyya 

:-.|: ■ quarter. In short, her deeds in the good cause were many. 

Her death took place on the 22nd of the latter Rebf* in this 

year 762 (28th February, 1361). May God, who be extolled, 

have mercy on her. 

f. 279^ In the year A.H. 763 (a.d. 1361-2) Melik Sdlih and Melik 

*Adil rebelled against the father of them both, the Sultan Melik 

Mujdhid, their departure from Ta*izz occurring on the lOth of 

Safer (19th December, 1361); though God knows best. 

In the same year the Maqdsira tribe murdered the brother 
of the son of Sumeyr ; in consequence of which his brother, 
the *Emfr Shihdbu'd-Dfn 'Ahmed son of Sumeyr, made a foray 
against them, and plundered their country, burning it also, 
and not meeting with any one of them. His murder took place 
on the i8th of the month of Muharrem (17th November, 1361). 
When the son of Sumeyr came back from his foray against 
the Maqdsira tribe, he went up to the castle of Mendbir and 
^' captured it. This occurred on the 24th of Muharrem (24th 
November), though God knows best. 

In this same year 763 the son of Mfkd'fl proclaimed himself 
Sultan. This was in the month of Safer (November-December, 
1 361). The preachers recited the sermon in his name in 
Mehjem, Mahdlib, Harad, and the villages attached to them 
in the canton aforesaid. Coin was also struck in his name. 
He was called in the sermon the Sherff, the illustrious, the 
high-bom, descended from him whose grandfather was made 
to journey by night in the night preceding Monday to the spot 
at two bow-gapes* (gdii qawsayn) interval (from God's presence), 
Muhammed son of Mfkd'il the Huseynite, the Fdtimite, the 
descendant of the Prophet. His title of Sultan lasted twenty- 
four months, commencing in Safer, A.H. 763, and ending on the 
last day of Muharrem, A.H. 765 ; though God knows best. 

In this year 763, also, was murdered the Sheykh 'Ahmed 
son of Hufays the Zeydite, who was Sheykh of the Zeydites in 
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his epoch. The son of Sumeyr tortured him in Mehjem until 
he killed him in the night before Thursday, one of the nights 
of Rejeb in this year (May, 1362) ; but God knows best 

On the 29th of Rejeb in this year 763 (22nd May, 1362) the f. 28o» 
*Em(r Bahcidir the Sunbulite made a foray against the Ma'iziba 
tribe, the villagers going on the expedition with him from 
Qureyshiyya. They burnt 'Aqta*iyya, and they killed three of 
the horsemen of the Ma^dziba, they being the son of the 
Yemenite, the son of the *Uneyzite, and the son of Khalef the ©•r 
Mekfnite. The Ma*dziba had gathered together and attacked 
Qureyshiyya in a state of inadvertency on Thursday the 14th 
of the latter Rebf* in this year 763 (9th January, 1362), their 
advance being made against the lower village, the inhabitants 
of which came out against them. And when they drew up, 
they and the Ma*dziba, in their battle array, the inhabitants 
of the upper village advanced on their flank, and the Ma^dziba 
were routed utterly. There were slain of them about seventy 
men, of whom twenty-three were of the Kewdkira, and the rest 
of other households of the Ma^dziba. Among those slain in 
that affray was 'Ebii-Bekr son of Ya'qiib, lord of Qdmira,^*" 
who was an irresistible horseman. Of the villagers of Qurey- 
shiyya there were killed in the engagement seven individuals, 
among whom was 'Ibrdhim the Zeyla*ite,^^^ a famous horseman. 

On the 28th of Rejeb in this year 763 (21st May, 1362) there 
arrived at court the ambassadors from the lands of Egypt. 
These were the eunuch Sdrimu'd-Dfn Nej{b, the judge Jemdlu'd- 
Dfn Muhammed son of *Umer the Sherff, the judge Jemdlu'd- 
D{n Muhammed son of *Aliyy of Miyd-Fdriqfn, and the *Emfr 
Shemsu'd-Dfn *Aliyy son of Hdtim. Together with them came 
a number of the Emfrs of the Turks, and the Sultan accorded 
them a most excellent reception. 

In the year A.H. 764 (A.D. 1362-3) Melik Mudhaffer rebelled or 
against his father the Sultan Melik Mujdhid, and suborned the 
stranger slave-guardsmen who had come to court with the 
ambassadors. His departure from Ta*izz took place in the night 
preceding Monday the 26th of Muharrem (17th November, 
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1362), after having broken into the field stable of the Sultan 
f. 280* and taken all the horses that were in it He took also from 
the camel-fold whatever he pleased. He then went down 
towards *Aden, hired a number of the *Aqdrib tribesmen, and 
ordered them to proceed in advance of him against the gate 
of *Aden. When they marched in advance of him, and he 
estimated that they were already in the gate, he followed them 
with those of the (stranger) slave-guardsmen who were in his 
retinue. But there met him on the road a camel carrying many 
melons, when the whole of the slave-guardsmen dismounted 
and ate their fill of those melons. 

When the *Aqdrib tribesmen reached the gate of *Aden, 
they stopped near to the gate-keepers, awaiting the arrival of 
Mudhaffer and those who were with him. But no sign of them 
appeared to these. And as their loitering about was much 
prolonged, the gate-keepers had their suspicions awakened by 
their long stay without any business. They therefore ordered 
them away from the gate, but these paid no attention to them. 
The gate-keepers found their replies incoherent, so they drove 
them away from the gate. But they would not be so driven 
away. It then appeared to the former that there would be 
a necessity to fight them and to close the gate. When they 
OH" had barred the gate, then Mudhafier and his companions came 
forward ; but the opportunity was lost. The *Emfr and the 
people of the city came out, and they mutually did battle for 
a portion of the day, after which Mudhafier went back to Lahj 
and 'Ebyen. The wezfr, the judge Jemdlu'd-Dfn Muhammed 
son of Hassin, was then in 'Ebyen, and Mudhaffer arrested him, 
as also his son *Aliyy. He tortured both of them for some days, 
and then set them both at liberty. 

When information reached the Sultan of what had happened 
on the part of Mudhaffer, he equipped a force against him, 
setting over it Bahi*u'd-Dfn the Sunbulite, with one of the 
Hamzite Sherffs. The Sultan then journeyed to Juwwa, and 
the Sunbulite, with his followers, went against Mudhaffer. 
They encountered one another in a locality named Shurajiyy, 
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where the Sunbulite and those with him were defeated, and 
a party of them killed. The Sultan then went down to *Aden 
by reason of this event. 

And in this year 764 the Ma'dziba made their peace, and the 
Sultan granted them an amnesty, so that they went up to 
Ta*izz ; and their Sheykh, who was named *Akiir, had a meeting 
with the Sultan, and guaranteed to pacify the western low 
seaboard districts. The Sultan detached troops to Zebfd, 
ordering them to advance to Feshdl and remain in it until 
its inhabitants should return to it and re-establish themselves 
there. The troops were then to advance from the place to 
Qahma and remain there until the restoration thereof also, after 
which they were to remove on to Kedrd*. 

So when the troops were collected together in Zebid, these 
troops and the villagers of Qureyshiyya made an arrangement 0^ 
for the slaughter of the Ma^dziba. Then the troops said to t 281* 
the Ma'dziba : " Verily we will not come forth out of the city 
until it become a certainty to us that you are peaceful." On 
this a number of their leading men came forward, entered the 
city, and made themselves at home there. And when they set 
about going forth to Feshdl, the Ghuzz (Kurd troops) and the 
villagers of Qureyshiyya attacked the Ma^dziba and murdered 
of them twenty and odd men. The slaughter took place on 
Tuesday the loth of the former Rebf* in the year 764 
(27th December, 1362). There were among those killed on 
this occasion the Sheykh Muhammed *Akur, who was at the 
time the Sheykh of the Ma'dziba tribe. There were killed with 
him two of his brothers ; and there were killed at the same 
time *Umer son of Suheyl, the son of *Aqder, Huseyn son 
of *Ubdda, the son of the Foreigner, Suheyl son of Hdriq, 
and Mukeymin son of Fuldn son of 'Aqder. The object was 
that those who were murdered were all of them horsemen 
and people of renown. Out of them a party escaped, who 
were with the judge Ndsihu*d-Dfn 'Ebii-Bekr son of *Aliyy 
son of Mubdrek. He offered opposition to any assault on 
them ; but fearing that they would be prevailed against, he 
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sent them to the prison, and they remained therein during the 
Tuesday, the Wednesday, and the Thursday. When Friday 
was come, the Ghuzz made an assault on them and slew them. 
They were upwards of ten men ; so that the total of those 
^1 who were murdered of the Ma'dziba were about forty men, all 
being horsemen. 

When the Sultan went down to *Aden as we have mentioned, 
he remained there and detached troops against his son Mudhaffer ; 
but no one could manage to take him. And Mudhaffer was 
a very sharp, awful man, who visited people with the sword 
alone. He had already proclaimed a number of individuals 
lawful to be slain without any valid motive ; and never did 
commiseration or mercy for anyone take a hold on him. 
For this cause did God, who be exalted, disappoint him as to 
the sovereignty. Verily He is knowing as to His servants, and 
a helper. 

Now the Sultan Melik Mujcihid died in *Aden during the 
space of his stay there. His death took place on Saturday the 
2Sth of the former Jumddd in the year 764 (12th March, 1363). 
Those members of the state who were present were unanimous 
on the rise of the sovereignty of Melik 'Afdal, opining that 
he was the most promising for the country and for the people. 
He was one of the party that went down to *Aden with him in 
this journey, so that he was present at the death of his father, 
f. 281^ Melik Mujcihid, on whom may God, who be exalted, have 

mercy, was a prince auspicious, wise, sagacious, munificent, 
intelligent, brave, awe-inspiring, learned, acute, sharp, and witty. 
Of his generous and munificent actions one was that of which 
I was informed by the jurist and very learned precentor 
Jemalu'd-D/n Muhammed son of *Abdu*llcih the Reymite, who 
was one of those to whom the Sultan Melik Mujdhid particularly 
^^ attached himself, and who said: "The Sultan Melik Mujdhid 
gave to me on the first day that I entered into his presence 
four piles (or rouleaux, bundles, or packets) of gold (coins), 
each pile of the weight of two hundred mithqdls, and on each of 
which was written — 
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" When the world is munificent towards thee, then do thou act 
munificently t/urewith towards the mass of mankind before 
it become broken into. 
For munificence will not destroy it when it comes towards thee ; 
neither will stinginess cause it to last when it turns its back 
{on theey 

He was a graduate in a number of the subsidiary sciences, 
and it is even said that he was the most learned of the sons of 
Resiil. He was a poet and eloquent ; the following words being 
of his poetry : — 

" / achieved glory with the points of the spears ; greatnesses have 
not become subjected to us by power lessness. With the 
sword have we obtained possession of Yemen. All subjects 
of honest pride that men claim for themselves we possess, 
and 1 am the most overwhelmed of the whole world in 
sovereignty, 

I am t/te lion-whelp of princes, the ornament of writers, 

Yiisuf ^"^ was my grandfather, and Ddwtid ^^ my 

father ; then the martyr, the prince of refulgent illustrious- 

ness, and the murdered ^Aliyy "*^ of sublime rank, was our 

ancestor after our ancestor JResiil.^^^ 

If their high deeds have shone as the morning sun by report, ©•a 
high deeds from me are visible to the eye, I am as the lion 
when lu flashes his eyes, I am as the lion when both f. 282» 
deat/is and objects of desire overflow in my right hand, 

I spend treasure and I hoard it not ; the place where every suitor 
seeks for his object is in our direction. And when the 
companion trespasses, I dash him to the ground ; when he 
turns his back, I pursue him not, and when fie seeks refuge 
in my forgiveness, he is safe, 

{These are) moral qualities resembling sovereignty as moral 
qualities, Yemen belongs to me through my ancestors oj 
old, and afterwards the sovereignty of the north country 
through the water of heaven, who take tithes of the w/iole 
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people in spite of thetn^ from kere^ and from there^ and 
from everywhere!^ 

He it was who made a city of Thu*belt, built its walls, and 
originated in it surpassing creations and delicious gardens, 
reared up therein admirable dwellings and unusual pavilions. 
Unto him belong the religious monuments, in Mekka the 
©•1 Honoured, of his college that adjoins the sacred precincts, in 
which the worshipper performs his devotions as he con- 
templates the holy House. He instituted therein a precentor, 
a mu'edhdhin, a sexton, a teacher, orphans, a professor, and 
students. He built also a college in the city of Ta*izz, making 
it withal a mosque in that quarter, the ward of Jubeyl. He 

I 

instituted therein a precentor, a mu*edhdhin, a preacher, a sexton, 
a professor of jurisprudence, a professor of apostolic tradition, 
students, a teacher, and orphans to study the Qur*dn. He 
placed in it a convent, and instituted in this convent a prior, 
a rector, and paupers. He furthermore built a mosque in 
Thu*bdt, instituting therein a precentor, a mu'edhdhin, a preacher, 
an elder for apostolic tradition, a teacher, and orphans to study 
the Qur'dn. He erected also a mosque in Nuweydira,^*^ 
opposite the gate of Zebfd, instituting therein a precentor, 
a preacher, a mu'edhdhin, a sexton, a teacher, and orphans to 
study the Qur'dn, a hydragogue for the water, a professor for 
jurisprudence, and students. He built further, by the side of 
the garden of the level torrent-bed ^'^^ near Zebfd, a mosque, 
f. 282* in which he instituted a precentor, a mu'edhdhin, a sexton, 
a teacher, with orphans to study the Qur'dn. He also built the 
western appendage to the mosque of *Udeyna*^ near Ta*izz. 
He built a college in the palace of justice at Ta'izz, placed in 
oi« it a convent, and instituted in it a precentor, a mu'edhdhin, 
a sexton, a prior, a rector, and paupers. He gave in mortmain 
trust for the whole handsome trust estates in the vale of Zebfd 
and Ta*izz, of the best of his freehold lands, with gardeners and 
builders.^'®® 

He was a lover of the learned, and tender towards the 
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peasantry. He possessed excellent qualities, and did com- 
mendable deeds of justice and moderation in respect of his 
subjects. He was the first to make a rule of averages for the 
cultivators, and the first who increased unto them a fixed return 
in every fief of the lands held in fief In the latter days of his 
life he deducted in favour of the peasantry one quarter of what 
they had sown. The peasantry were in a state of the greatest 
prosperity. May God, who be extolled, have mercy on him. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Narrative of tJu rise of the ^Afdaliyy Sovereignty and 

of its events. 

Thus hath said *Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite, on whom 
may God show favour in both worlds : " When the Sultan 
Melik Mujdhid, on whom may God, who be extolled, have 
mercy, died at the date mentioned above, the grandees of his 
court and the *Emfrs of his dominion were united upon the 
uprearing of the sovereignty of the Sultan Melik 'Afdal 'Abbds 
son of *Aliyy son of Ddwiid, for there was not among the sons 
of Mujdhid, present or absent of them, one who was more 
•11 right-minded than was he, nor wiser, nor preferable, nor better 
fitted to command, although there were among them some who 
were older in age than was he. 

" For youth is not a hindrance to staidness ; in sooth, staidness is 
found in young men and in greybeards*^ 

So those who were present, of the select and the common 
people, together with the foremost among the officers of state at 
the time, took the oath of fealty to him. And when homage to 
him had been duly performed, and his word became obeyed, he 
dispensed to the troops an ample largesse on that same day of 
his until the night. 

In the morning he set out with his father towards the capital 
city of Ta*izz, the whole of the troops marching before him, after 
f. 283' they had anointed the deceased with musk-scented perfumes, 
and placed him in a coffin of wood. His entry into Ta*izz took 
place in the latter part of the day on the Thursday the 30th of 
the former Jumddi in the year 764 aforesaid (23rd March, 1363). 
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He took up his abode in Thu*bdt, and when it was dawn on 
Friday, the new moon day of the latter Jumddd, the people 
went down, select and common among them, and were present 
at the burial of the Sultan Melik Mujdhid. It was a day to be 
witnessed. The recitations of the Qur*dn over him continued 
uninterruptedly for seven days. 

Muhammed son of MikHil had hastened forward his 
preparations in Harad, and had assumed domination over the 
northern cantons by reason of the rebellion of the Arabian 
tribesmen and the devastation of the low-lying western seaboard 
cantons. Melik Mujahid had been diverted from him through 
the rebellion of his sons, who were Sdlih with *Adil, and 
Mudhaffer. The border regions were in a state of commotion, **** 
and in every canton thereof a door had been opened for 
disorder of some kind. 

When Mujdhid died, on whom be God's mercy, the thorn of 
trouble grew strong, and the covetousness of the son of Mfkd'fl 
for the countries increased as he opined that the death of 
Mujdhid was a means that pointed to the permanence of his 
rule as Sultan. So he collected his levies, and set out from 
Harad for Mehjem with an imposing force : 

" W/iOy when tluy jauntily strut along with trailing skirts^ the 
illustrious among them cannot distinguish their shirts 
of mail from the like thereof y orfrotn the turban-cloths^ 

He next detached his troops against Zebfd in successive 
parties. And when the Sultan became aware of this, he 
assembled the grandees of his state, distributed treasure among 
them, and gave orders for them to hire troops. He conferred 
a band of kettledrums and a banner on the *Em{r Bahd'u'd-Dfn, 
commanding him to proceed to Zebid. He took as his wezfr 
the judge Jemdlu'd-Din Muhammed son of Hassdn. 

The son of Sumeyr now advanced with the forces of the son 
of Mfkd'H, intending to attack Zebfd. His arrival before Zebfd 
was on Thursday the 12th of Rejeb in this year 764 (27th 
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April, 1363), with about seven hundred horsemen and footmen 
innumerable. And when he pitched his camp in *Irq,^^^ opposite 
to Zebfd, there came forward from among his retinue the men 
of ten of the horses, who asked for an amnesty and sought for 
permission to enter the service. The acting administrator in 
*''" Zebfd at the time was *Ebu-Bekr son of Mubdrek, surnamed 
Ndsihu*d-D{n, who was a wise man, sedate, determined in 
courage, clever in administration, and noble in disposition. He 
granted amnesty to the new-comers, and gave to all of them 
immediately dresses of honour, distributing also a goodly present 
in money to each, and appointing for them what would be 
sufficient for their maintenance morning and evening, 
f. 283»» When the son of Sumeyr arose in the morning of the Friday, 

he rode with his troops to the gate of the city, where the people 
of Zebfd fought a severe battle with him until the day waxed 
sultry and the men dispersed. But when the evening of the 
Friday was come, the troops in Zebfd sallied out by the east 
gate, which is the Shubdriq Gate ^*^ ; and the son of Sumeyr 
mounted also with his forces and those who had accompanied 
him, horse and foot ; so that a battle raged furiously until the 
sun was set. A certain number were slain on both sides, and 
the troops of the Sultan were forced to retreat, while Ndsihu'd- 
Dfn stood firm in an admirable manner, a party of the troops 
holding out with him until the enemy retired without having 
effected anything. 

That night the people passed the time in the most intense 
vigilance and the greatest precaution, standing in their lines of 
battle on the morrow, Saturday, without fighting. A party of 
the footmen asked for amnesty, and entered the city. When 
the night before Sunday was come, there arrived a messenger 
from the Sherffs to the judge Nisihu'd-Dfn asking amnesty, 
oil* He granted them amnesty, and explained to their messenger 
that they should come to him at night on the side of the 
Qurtub gate. When the amnesty was communicated to them 
they went forth in that night of theirs from the camp furtively, 
and made for the Qurtub gate. This was opened for them, and 
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they entered, being about seventy horsemen. The judge 
NAsihu'd-Dfn gave them dresses of honour and distributed 
money to them as he had done to their comrades. 

When the Sunday was become dawn on the isth of Rejeb 
(30th April), the son of Sumeyr was informed of what had 
happened on the part of the Sherf fs. So he became apprehensive 
of the rest of the troops, having no trust in them, and feeling no 
confidence in any one of them. He even feared lest they 
should mutiny against himself. So he summoned the chiefs of 
the troops, and distributed to them a somewhat of treasure, 
promising them clothes-money ^^^^ and a largesse as soon as 
funds should be sent to the camp. He went apart with the 
principal of them, and addressing them said : " You know that 
I am better acquainted than you are with the country and its 
people. At this moment there is between us and Mehjem 
a distance of three days journey, in which space there is neither 
an inhabited city, nor a spoken word to be heard ; its sole 
population being the instigators to lawlessness. The best to be 
done, therefore, is to remove the camp to Beytu'l-Faqfhi *bni- 
*Ujeyl." They approved of his opinion, and he went with his 
camp to Beytu'l-Faqih, where he halted a day or two, and then 
moved to Qahma. 

When he had established himself at Qahma, which was then oio 
desolate, without an inhabitant therein, he gave orders for its 
restoration, and remained there, he himself and those of the 
troops attached to him. 

On the i6th of Sha*bdn (28th May, 1363), the sacred *Afdalian 
banners were hoisted, and in (the month of) Dhu*l-Qa*da the f, 284" 
son of Sumeyr made a foray from Qahma to the region of the 
vale of Zebfd, burnt the village of Mewqir,*^^ and killed a part 
of its inhabitants, seizing others, whom he carried off to Qahma, 
and made them redeem themselves with a sum of money. 

In the year A.H. 765 (a.D. 1363-4) the 'Emfr Fakhru'd-D/n 

Ziydd son of *Ahmed the Kdmilite came down with the divinely 

aided 'Afdalian forces, Sherffs, and Kurds. The 'Em{r Bahi'u'd- 

Din Bahddir the Sunbulite, with a party of the slave-guardsmen, 
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came down also in his company on the lOth of Muharrem 
(October 19th, 1363), entering Zebfd on the 13th of the said 
month. They next proceeded to Feshdl on the 14th, and 
remained therein until the 22nd, when they set out in quest of 
the son of Sumeyr in Qahma. 

When the son of Sumeyr got tidings of them, he went forth 
against them with the troops, Sherifs, and Arabian tribesmen 
that were with him. And it was for him a day without any 
days after it ; for the son of Sumeyr and those with him were 
routed disastrously, so that he took heed of no one. 

" But he turned his back as tJie spear-thrusts were possessed of 
virulence ; w/ien his soul recalled it to him^ Ju felt at his 
side palpingly.^* 

His one-eyed brother, who was a valorous horseman, was 

*n killed in this affair. There was killed also the 'Emfr Shemsu'd- 

Dfn *Ah'yy son of Ddwiid son of 'Ald*u'd-Din, who was son 

of a sister of the 'Emfr Niiru'd-Din Muhammed son of Mika'fl, 

f. 284** and with him were killed a number of his followers, amounting 
to a somewhat numerous total. 

The troops of the Sultan now entered Qahma and took 
possession of whatever was therein of horses, mules, camels, 
arms, furniture, and other things besides. The force that had 
been with the son of Sumeyr dispersed ; some of them applied 
for amnesty, and the rest retreated. The news of this defeat 
reached Mehjem in the evening, and the son of Mikd'fl took his 
leave of that place in the same night to journey to Harad, 
where he halted some days. But when he received intelligence 
of the arrifal of the Sultan's troops at Mehjem, he abandoned 
Harad, departing thence with the design of going to Sa*da. 

f. 285* When the forces of the Sultan entered Qahma, they halted 

there that same day and also the Tuesday. They then directed 
their march to Kedrd', and thence to Mehjem. They entered 
Mehjem on Friday the 26th of Muharrem (3rd November, 
1363), and here the force tarried some days. The 'Emir 
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Fakhru'd-D/n Ziydd the Kdmilite then proceeded towards 
Harad and entered it in (the month of) Safer of the same year 
765 (November-December). Therein he installed as governor 
the 'Emfr Seyfu*d-Dfn the Roman,"** stationing there under *>^ 
him a party of the picked men of the slave-guardsmen. The 
whole of those regions were restored to order in the quickest 
time ; the villages and cities regained prosperity, and the people 
once more became united with each other. The judge Ndsihu'd- 
Dfn was established as *Emfr in Mehjem, circumstances became 
melodious in joy, the lion disappeared into his jungle, and the 
right proved its claim in full. 

In the month of the latter ReW* the circumcision took place 
of the sons of the Sultan Melik 'Afdal on Sunday the 13th 
of the month in this year 765 (20th January, 1364). The 
*Afdaliyya college, too, was founded in the Jubeyl quarter of 
the capital city of Ta*izz on Friday the 14th of Rejeb (19th 
April, 1364). And when the season came round in Zebfd for 
the Saturday junketings, the Sultan, on whom be God's mercy, 
invited the *Emfr Shemsu*d-Dfn 'Aliyy son of Husdm and 
a number of the sons of Hamza, among whom was the Sherif 
Qdsim son of 'Ahmed, lord of Mewqir. They stayed in the 
palm-gardens a certain number of days, as was the usual custom. 

The depredations of the villagers of Qureyshiyya had been 
increasing daily; and so, when the night before the i8th of 
*Shewwdl (17th July, 1364) was come, they assembled and 
invaded the date-gardens, the tax-collector of which, at that 
epoch, was the judge Burhdnu'd-D/n 'Ibrdhim son of Yiisuf, the 
Skinner ('El-Jelldd). They pillaged a portion of the date- 
gardens, and the troops went forth in quest of them. But they o\a 
had prepared a number of ambushes, and when the troops were 
in the midst thereof the enemy sprang forth from their places 
of concealment on every side, so that a number of horsemen f. 28s* 
from the troops were killed. Among these was the Sherff 
Qdsim son of 'Ahmed, lord of Mewqir. A party of the footmen, 
too, were slain, and night descended upon all. 

During that very night there arrived the 'Emfr Bahd'u'd-Din 
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the Sunbulite from Qahma. The news had reached him in the 
evening, and he immediately mounted to go to the date-groves 
village, which he entered in the latter part of the night and 
united himself with the two commandants. They remained in 
the village about; fifteen days until the date-harvest was over 
and the dues thereon got away. 

So soon as the date-dues had been removed, there arrived 
the eunuch Safiyyu'd-D/n 'Ebu-Mel*aq on the ist of the month 
of Dhii'l-Hijja (29th July, 1364) with a goodly treasure and 
a goodly array of troops, among whom were the Sherff Jemalu'd- 
D(n Muhammed son of Tdju'd-Dfn the Hamzite, lord of Tawila, 
and the *Em{r Shujd*u'd-Din Huseyn son of Hasan son of 'Esed, 
the Kurd. The eunuch Safiyyu'd-Din gave their full pay to the 
troops, and they went to the attack of Qureyshiyya on the 7th 
of Dhu'l-Hijja. There were slain of the notables of the Qurey- 
©11 shiyya villagers and of their men of valour about a hundred 
individuals of their best, their horsemen, their brave and famous 
ones. Among the total of those who were killed of them at 
that time was *Abdu'lldh son of Muhammed son of 'Umer son of 
Ghurdb, who was one of the celebrated horsemen of his epoch, 
both for horsemanship and for valour. The village was 
plundered at the time in a relentless manner, and the force 
returned immediately to Zebid successful and triumphant. 

The troops remained in Zebfd for a certain number of days, 
after which the *Emir Bahd'u'd-Din Bahddir the Sunbulite^ 
issued forth and camped in Qureyshiyya, the inhabitants of 
which had already migrated thence to ^Arima.^^^^ When they 
became distressed there, they begged for amnesty, delivered up 
the half of the horses they had with them, and gave as hostages 
a number of their children. The Sultan granted them an 
amnesty, and they returned to their village. 

In the year A.H. ^66 (A.D. 1364-5) the return of the people of 
the village to their homes took place ; and in it also was the 
*Em{r Seyfu'd-Din of Khurdsin appointed as lord of the fief to 
Harad, the 'Emir Seyfu*d-Dfn the Roman being removed thence, 
and the Sultan conferring on him the fief of Qahma. 
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In this year y66, also, the 'Emfr Fakhru'd-Dfn Ziydd son of 
*Ahmed the Kdmilite made an attack on the Ma*4ziba and 
killed of them a great number of victims. The divinely aided f. 286* 
troops marched to Mudebbi and cut down a large quantity of 
date-palms. This happened in the month of Sha*bdn in the *»'• 
year mentioned (April-May, 1365). And in the month of 
Ramaddn (May-June) Muhammed son of Mikd'fl came down 
from Sa*da to Menf'a,^'®* a dependency of Harad, with an 
imposing array of horse and foot. There he was met by the 
forces of the Sultan, and the son of Mfkd'fl suffered a disastrous 
defeat, a large number of his followers being slain, of whom four 
were horsemen and about a hundred and seventy foot 

The Sultan came down to Zebfd in (the month of) Shewwdl 
(June-July), remaining there some days, after which he took his 
pleasure in the date-gardens and also at the seaside. He 
proceeded next towards the northern cantons, seizing the horses 
of the Arabian tribesmen. He took the whole of them in a very 
short time, and then returned to Zebfd. 

In the year A.H. j6y (a.d. 1365-6) the Sultan went up to 
Ta*izz with a number of the Arabian horses — about two hundred 
head. The son of Sumeyr now came in to the Sultan under 
a gracious amnesty on Thursday the 14th of Safer in the year 
(30th October, 1365). Melik Mudhaffer also came against 
Harad with a numerous array of the forces of the 'Imdm, and 
the lord of Harad marched against him. They retreated and 
went back without fighting. An envoy, too, arrived at court 
from the lord of Dhafdr of the Habudite, being the jurist 'Ebii- 
Mahmiid, with an offering and rarities, and requesting for the 
lord of his country a commission of deputyship from the Sultan. 
This was written out for him in the month of the latter JumddA 
(February-March, 1366). 

In the same year the judge Jemdlu'd-Dfn proceeded as envoy or I 
to the lands of Egypt, having with him, of offerings and rarities, 
whatever was worthy of the offerer and of him to whom the 
offering was made. His departure took place on the loth of the 
former Rebf* (24th November, 1365) from the city of Ta*izz. 
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There also came to court Muhammed son of Fehd, lord of 
Thuld, on a mission, and the Sultan showed him honour and 
kindness. There came also a party of Sherifs, of those of whom 
some account is taken, to the august court, in company with the 
'Emfr *Imadu*d-Dfn Yahyd son of 'Ahmed the Hamzite. The 
Sultan received them with honour and with presents to the whole. 

In the month of Ramadan of this year 767 (May-June, 1366) 
there fell in Ta'izzan immense downpour of rain that devastated 
the garden of the Mejelliyya, a number of its pavilions, and 
a quantity of houses, in which there perished a great many 
human beings whom the torrent swept away in company with 
f. 286'» those in the buildings. It was a rain the like of which is not 
usual. 

In the year A.H. 768 (A.D. 1366-7) there came to court the 
judge Jemdlu*d-Dfn Muhammed son of *Aliyy, of Miya-Fdriqfn, 
from the countries of Egypt, with offerings from the lord of 
Egypt and the slave-guardsmen, on the 8th of Safer (14th 
October, 1366). In the month of the former Rebf* the Sultan 
commanded the bestowal of four loads of kettledrums and four 
banners on the *Emir Seyfu'd-Dfn Tagha the *Afdalite. In it 
also did Melik Mudhaffer and the son of the Yemenite ('Ibnu*l- 
Yemdniyy) go against Shahr ; but the lord thereof went out to 
*rr meet them with his forces, when they were defeated and 
returned frustrated in the month of the former Jumddd in this 
year 768 (January, 1367). An envoy arrived at court from the 
lord of Cambay, and also an envoy from the lord of Sind with 
rarities and offerings ; they brought plants of the pepper 
tree, red, yellow, and blue. The 'Emfr Sdrimu'd-Din DAwiid 
son of Musd son of Handjir^'®* was appointed governor of 
Shahr, his journey from 'Aden taking place on the 26th of 
Shewwdl (22nd June, 1367). Therein, too, the 'Emir Bahd'u'd- 
Dfn the Dhafdrite was appointed to the fief of Harad, and the 
judge Jemdlu'd-Dfn Muhammed son of 'Ibrdhfm, the Skinner 
CEl-Jelldd), to the fief of Feshdl. And in this year died the 
great 'Emfr Bahddir the Sunbulite on Tuesday the 21st of the 
former Rebf* (24th November, 1366). 
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In the year A.H. 769 (A.D. 1367-8) the 'Emfr Bahd'u'd-Dfn the f- aS;' 
Mujdhidite was appointed governor of Zebfd the city, and there 
occurred therein certain events of disorder, on which the Sultan 
named as governor the 'Emir *A14'u'd-Din Shenjel, dismissing 
Bahd the Mujdhidite. In this year, also, many of the Ma*dziba 
were slain and their heads cut off to the number of more than 
fifty. In it, too, were taken the castles of Khaded "*^ and 
Mi^shara in the Shewdfi district. The 'Emfr Bahd'u'd-D{n the ^rr 
Dhafdrite resigned his office at Harad, and the 'Emir Seyfu'd- 
Din Taghd the 'Afdalite was appointed in his stead. He was of 
a hasty disposition, very irritable, frequently angry, with little 
forbearance, and weak of rule, 'while the Sherffs of Harad were 
not submissive ; so when he perceived the attitude they adopted f. 287* 
of secret and open agitation and insubordination, he would not 
treat them according to what they had been accustomed to on 
the part of the fief-holders. Then there became manifest 
a heartfelt coolness from them and from him. And when he 
remarked this in them, he seized a party of them and imprisoned 
them near to himself They demanded their discharge in 
a most imperious manner, on which he put them to death. 
The remainder of them now withdrew from all obedience. But 
so soon as the Sultan obtained intelligence of what had occurred 
on their part and on his, he took him away from the region 
through fear, and with a view of putting an end to the causes of 
disorder, sending back the 'Em{r Bahd'u'd-Dfn the Dhafdrite, 
whom they had already known. But it was not in his power to 
appease their minds, and they persisted in opposition and in 
aversion by word and by deed. 

In the year A.H. 770 (a.d. 1368-9) the Sultan seized the £.288* 
castle of Qihir, and arrested about eighteen of the Sheykhs of 
the *Ans ^^^ tribesmen, the whole of whom he put to death. In ©rp 
the month of the former Jumddd the Sultan proceeded to the 
fortified place of Dumluwa, having with him the treasure of 
*Aden and the western seaboard, as also the whole of the 
offerings of the merchants of Kdrim."^^ He deposited them 
in the usual treasure-chambers. Ambassadors came to court 
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from the Abyssinians with presents and rarities in the month of 
Shewwdl this year (May, 1369). In it there arrived also the 
offering of the lord of Calicut, and there came also a large 
quantity of curious plants and birds. Our lord the Sultan gave 
orders about the plants ; so they were planted in the garden 
of the Brocade House (Ddru'd-Dfbdj), there being among them 
white jessamine, yellow jessamine, roses, and other things 
besides. 

In Shewwal of this year 770 (May, 1369) did the *Emir 
Seyfu'd-D/n Taghd seize the 'Emfrs of the Sherffs of Harad, 
as we have narrated, and put them to death. The Sultan went 
down to the city of Zebfd, dismissed the *Emfr *Ald'u'd-Din 
Shenjel, and appointed governor in Zebfd the 'Emfr Shihdbu'd- 
Dfn 'Ahmed son of Sumeyr. The Sultan remained some days 
in Zebfd, and then proceeded towards Mehjem. The son of 
Sumeyr now stretched forth his hand in the regions, mulcting 
the people in various onerous ways for which there was no 
foundation. He arrested people and imprisoned them without 
any previous offence, and he destroyed some of them, demanding 
*r* from others the most onerous payments, by delivery of which 
alone did they ransom their souls ; neither did he cease to 
pursue this course until the Sultan returned from Mehjem. 
But when his gracious cortege had taken up its abode in the 
city of Zebfd, he gave orders for him to be arrested, appointing 
in his stead the 'Emfr *Ald'u*d-iDfn Shenjel. He was put to 
a most cruel torture at the hands of the judge Reshfdu'd-Din 
*Umer son of 'Ahmed the Shuteyrite. 

In this year 770 the Sultan, on whom may God have mercy, 
who be extolled, granted as a pious eleemosynary gift to all the 
cultivators in every canton of the territory of Yemen, that the 
measurement of land against them should be made with the 
Mudhafferian ell, which the people renamed the 'Afdalian, by 
reason that it was he who put it in use with them in an 
f. 288^ eleemosynary way, perfectly and universally, no one being 
specially favoured therewith exclusively of any other. This is 
one of the most beneficent of his celebrated deeds. He put in 
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practice in favour of some of them the reduction of one-fifth 
in whatever is regulated by covenants ; and in favour of some 
the reduction of a quarter, as an everlasting eleemosynary act to 
which the powerful and weak alike should attain. May God, 
who be extolled, show mercy to him with an abounding grace. 
In this year, too, was the judge Sirdju'd-Dfn *Abdu4-Latff son 
of Muhammed son of Sdlim appointed collector of taxes in the 
blessed vale of Zebfd. 

In the year A.H. 771 (A.D. 1369-70) the Sherifs at Harad 
came forth against the 'Em(r BahA'u'd-Dfn the Dhafdrite, on 
withdrawing their hand from submission. There joined them 
the Seyyid 'Ibrahfm son of Yahyd the Hedewite and the *Em(r 
Niiru*d-Din Muhammed son of Mfkd'fl, with an imposing force 
and with a party of the sons of Hamza. They blockaded the 
'Emfr Bahd'u'd-Dfn in the palace at Harad for a number of 
days, during which he fought with them morning and evening. 
A party of his followers became traitors to him, and left him to 
his fate. So when he saw what had befallen him, he asked for 
security from the Sherff Shemsu'd-Din *Aliyy son of Muhammed, 
nicknamed the Bodkin, and went forth of his road towards 
Yemen. 

Now the Sultan, God's mercy on him, had already invited the 
judge Jemdlu'd-D/n Muhammed son of the Sherif *Umer, and 
the judge Taqiyyu'd-Dfn *Umer son of Muhammed son of 
Muhayyd, with a party of troops, for the recovery of the 
revenues in the northern cantons. When they were at Mehjem 
the Sherffs came down against Harad, as we have recounted, 
and besieged the 'Emfr Bahd'u'd-Dfn. The judge Jemdlu'd-Dfn 
son of the Sherff wrote to the Sultan's government to inform 
him of the reality of this occurrence, and to ask him for 
a reinforcement of troops. He reinforced him with the 'Emfr 
Shemsu'd-Dfn *Aliyy son of *Ismd*il son of *Iy4s, and with the 
'Emfr Seyfu'd-Dfn Taghd. When the Sherffs obtained dominion 
over Harad, they halted there some days, and then set their 
faces in the direction of Mehjem. The son of the Sherff 
(Jemdlu'd-Dfn), and those with him, removed to Kedrd*, where orv 
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he was joined by the 'Emfr Shemsu*d-Dfn *Aliyy son of *Iyds 
and the 'Emfr Seyfu-Dfn Taghd. When the Sherffs reached 
Mehjem they halted therein some days, and then advanced 
i' 289* towards Kedra*. The son of the Sherff and the whole of the 
Sultan's forces retreated to Qahma. There was then in Qahma 
Fakhru'd-Dfn Ziydd son of 'Ahmed the Kdmilite ; and the 
troops gathered around him, preparing for battle. The Sherifs 
advanced against them at Qahma on the Wednesday the 13th 
of the former Jumddd (22nd December, 1368). 

The Sultan had already sent a goodly supply of treasure 
in the charge of the 'Emir Shemsu*d-Din 'Aliyy son of 'lyds 
independently of the tribute of the northern cantons, which was 
in the keeping of the son of the Sherff The counsel of the two 
commanders was divided ; each one of them clave to the treasure 
that was in his possession, and spent nothing on the troops. 
The enemy came upon them while they were thus at variance. 
They refrained from supporting one another, and were defeated. 
The son of the Sherff was slain, with the judge Taqiyyu'd-Din 
*Umer son of Muhayyd and the 'Emfr Seyfu'd-Dfn Taghd. 
There were also slain a party of the Ghuzz and of the Arabian 
tribesmen. The 'Emfr Fakhru'd-Din Ziydd son of 'Ahmed the 
Kdmilite was taken prisoner, and the son of 'lyds retreated to 
Zebfd with the remnant of the troops. 

When they entered Zebfd in this predicament the authors of 
disorder congregated together from every quarter, and the 
«rA *Awdrfn mutually took an oath in the night to kill the son of 
'lyds. So when Thursday dawned, the 14th of the former 
Jumddd, the son of 'lyds rode to the Sultan's palace ; and upon 
his mounting, the 'Emfr of the city, who was the 'Emfr Fakhru'd- 
Dfn 'Ebii-Bekr son of Buz, mounted also, as did the tax-collector 
at that time in the vale of Zebfd, the judge Siraju'd-Dfn *Abdu'l- 
Latff son of Muhammed son of Sdlim, and also the overseer ot 
the country, the 'Emfr Jemdlu'd-Dfn Muhammed son of *Aliyy, 
the Lion, and the lord of Feshdl, the judge Jemdlu'd-Dfn 
Muhammed son of 'Ibrdhfm, the Skinner (Jelldd). And they 
all agreed that they would prepare themselves for the troops. 
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The 'Awdrfn who were of the inhabitants of Zebfd, and those 
who, being otherwise, had joined themselves to them, gathered 
together also and proceeded to the 'Em{r Shemsu*d-Din son of 
'lyds, demanding that pay should be served out to them in like 
manner as to the whole of the troops. The 'Em{r Shemsu'd- 
Dfn reviled them, cast reproaches on them, upbraided them, and 
ordered the soldiers to seize them. They were about ten men, 
notables of the clan. He did not know that there were at the 
gate of the palace a large crowd of them. So when he gave 
orders to seize them, the troops rushed on them, but they 
defended themselves with their weapons, a whistler whistled, 
and the event occurred as preordained of God. The whole 
city with those of the oppidan *Awarfn who were in it, the 
*Awdrin of the northern districts, and other strangers from 
amongst the Arabian tribesmen, now turned against the troops, 
and they pillaged them in one instant. The city had become or\ 
filled with strangers and Ghuzz garrison-men come from the 
cantons of the north, and it had been in the idea of the *Emfr I 289* 
that the whole of the strangers who had come there from the 
north would speak as he might say, and he did not know that 
the whole of them were ready for disorder and covetousness. 
When he saw what offered itself to his vision of the immense 
concourse, he arose to make his escape. The rest of the 
commanders above mentioned took to flight likewise. The 
soldiers dispersed, and the*Em{r went into a place in the palace, 
whither a party of the *Awdrfn followed him, and killed him at 
the time of sunset worship in the night before Friday the isth 
of the former Jumddd in the year 771 (14th December, 1369). 
When the day dawned on the Friday he was carried away from 
this place of his, washed, shrouded, and buried in the interior of 
the city, opposite the Shubdriq Gate (Bdbu'sh-Shubdriq), near 
the mosque known as the Lotus-bush Mosque (Mesjidu's-Sidra). 
When the sun rose on this Friday, 15th of the former Jumddd, 
the whole of the Sher{fs came to the city of Zebid, and pitched 
in the eastern garden (*E1-Bustanu*sh- Sharqiyyy^^ The 
Sherff Yahya son of Hamza the Hedewite with a party of his 
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followers entered over the city wall on the expressed idea of 
someone among the *Awdrfn, and remained in the city a space 
walking round the quarters of the slaves of the Sultan and 
•T* considering them. He ordered a crier to proclaim an amnesty of 
God and an amnesty from the 'Imdrn unto the whole of the 
people. He then said to those of the *Awir(n who were about 
him : " Open ye the gate to the troops, that they may enter the 
city." But a certain man, one of the Sheykhs of the *Awdrfn, 
who was called the son of the 'Adenite, replied : " The best thing 
to be done, O Sherff, is that thou return to thy companions and 
give us this night as a respite, so that we may gather together 
with the grandees of the city people." To this he answered : 
" Is there, then, anyone in the city greater than you ? " He 
said : "Oh yes ; we have with us the jurists, the merchants, and 
the peasant proprietors, as also those whose command we will not 
go beyond. Should they be content with you, when we arise in 
the morning we will open the gate to you and bid you welcome ; 
but if they are not content with you, then (let it be) : * Stone ! 
Stone I Sword I Sword ! ' ^'^ and may God grant the victory to 
whomsoever He will ! " The Sherff asked : " Is there naught 
besides this in your word ? " So he said to him : " Yea, 
naught else." 

The Sherff and those of his companions who were with him 
now went back. They were about seven or eight individuals, 
and were let down from the banquette, when they rejoined their 
companions. Severe fighting for a while now took place, and 
this was before the sun's decline from the meridian on the 
Friday the isth of the former Jumidi. When the sun had 
passed away from the meridian and the time of worship was 
present, there were not present in the cathedral mosque, of the 
people, save less than the half of them ; nay, less than a third of 
them. Many of the people held back. The judge was not 
«ri present nor the preacher, and the majority of the notables were 
f. 29o» absent. Then the people disposed themselves for the noon 
service of worship. Upon this the jurist 'Ebii-Bekr the 
Wasdbite, known as the Mekkite, arose, mounted the pulpit, 
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and preached a short sermon, not making mention of the Sultan 
in it. Many of the people now wept bitterly, as though there 
were among them someone dead. He then came down from 
the pulpit, and performed his devotions with the people. When 
worship was concluded, the whole of the people went forth to 
a locality on the east of the cathedral, which was called the 
Crouching-place for Camels ('El-Mebrek) ; and they sent for 
the *Awdrin, a party of whom came to them. To these the 
congregation present said : " O Sheykhs, what are these deeds 
which ye have committed in the country ? You have murdered 
the lieutenant of the Sultan, you have pillaged his slaves, and 
you have spoiled the city. We know not your wish. If your 
object be that one of you be made Sultan by you, say so to us. 
And if your design be that the Sherifs come in, then advise ye 
us. But if the country be the country of the Sultan, ye have 
let the people know what ye will do ; so that he who prefers 
to remain in the country, can remain ; and he who prefers 
to go forth from it, can go forth. Let us then know the 
determination that ye have set your hearts upon already." 
Then they said : " By God, O ye jurists, we are nothing else 
than slaves of the Sultan and bondsmen of his ; should he cut 
us to pieces with scissors, we will be content with none other 
than him." Then those present answered them : " We fear that 
others than you will come from among your companions, who «rr 
will say otherwise than these words." They replied : " By God, 
O ye jurists, there is no one who is able to say otherwise than 
these words to all eternity ; and if we had desired the Sherffs, 
we should already have opened the gates to them ; but, by God, 
O ye jurists, we will advance no one, save whom ye may 
advance ; and we will put back no one, save whom ye may put 
back ; whatever ye may point out to us, that will we accept." 
The others answered : " Then do ye proceed to the presence of 
the 'Emir Seyfu'd-Dfn the Khurisdnite ; for he is the servant of 
the Sultan, and the fittest to protect his country ; neither do we 
accuse him of anything." They therefore proceeded, the whole 
of them, to him, entered his presence, and said : "O our lord, 
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thou art the servant of the Sultan and his slave, while this is the 
country of the Sultan ; do thou therefore defend it, and we will 
fight under thy eyes, not one of us staying behind away from 
the battle." The 'Emfr Seyfu'd-Dfn replied: "And I will 
distribute pay to you, and to the whole of the people, gold and 
silver." 

A crier now proclaimed : " Quarter and amnesty from the 
Sultan to the whole of the people." Upon this, there came 
forth from concealment in the city a host of the troops, about 
a hundred and thirty horsemen of the Sultan's troops, and there 
gathered together a numerous body of foot-soldiers. 

And when the dawn broke forth on Saturday the i6th of the 
t 29o»» former Jumdda in this year 771 (iSth December, 1369), and no 
^nr intelligence manifested itself to the Sherifs from the inhabitants 
of the city, the whole of the Sherffs mounted and rode round the 
city, and they found the rampart in a state of dislocation in the 
quarter of the Date-Gardens Gate (Bdbu'n-Nakhl). Here then 
did they commence their battle, and the people of the city 
fought them vigorously. There were killed, of the people of the 
city, about fourteen human beings by Arabian arrows,^^^ and 
there was killed, of the Sherifs, one horseman who dismounted 
from his horse and fought on foot until he reached the bottom 
of the rampart and tried to mount on to the rampart by force. 
A man from among the *Awdr(n, named Dehfs, met him face to 
face, and they mutually dealt spear-thrusts at each other in 
abundance. At last a thrust reached the Sherff, in which was 
borne the term of his life. A number of their footmen were also 
killed, and they turned back to their camp in the eastern garden. 
There was no more fighting after this day ; but they did not 
cease to be in their camp, and the gates to be barred, until the 
22nd of the former Jumddd in this year 771 (21st December, 
1369). They then permanently set about returning to the north 
cantons, and took up their abode in Kedrd*. 

When the siege was raised from Zebid, there arrived the 
eunuch 'Eminu'd-Dfn 'Ehyef with a goodly force from the court 
of the Sultan ; and the 'Awdrin men became alarmed at him. 
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and barred the gates of the city. He waited in the garden of the 
Sultan *^^^ outside of the city, and the alarm of the *Awdrfn on ^^ 
account of him was intensified, for reinforcements were un- 
interruptedly being received by the eunuch. The *Awirfn kept 
a vigilant watch over the gates, and the eunuch made a show to 
them that he had no occasion to enter the city, as his halt was 
simply for the purpose of awaiting the remainder of the forces 
and afterwards of proceeding with the whole to the northern 
cantons. He next sent for the Sheykhs of the *Awir{n, made 
them swear to defend the city, clothed them in robes of honour, 
and gave them to infer that he was about to take his way 
towards the north, and that the Sultan would not grant him 
permission to enter (the city) until the time of his return from 
the north. They were half reassured, half in suspense. The 
eunuch ceased not to spy out any carelessnesses of the *Awdrfn 
in the custody of the gate, until they had become tranquillized 
and also wearied with long watching. 

When Wednesday had arrived, the 3rd of Rejeb in the year 
771 (30th January, 1370), the eunuch gave notice to the troops 
to hold themselves in a state of readiness, and his spies brought 
him information that the gate was open, with none of the 
*Awdrin on the spot. He then ordered a party of horsemen, 
who pushed on to the gate, and took possession of it. The 
eunuch gave instructions for one wing each to be dismounted 
of the outer and inner gates, and this was done. An alarm f. 291' 
by shouts was raised in the city, but the first of the *Awdrfn 
did not come forward until the troops had already entered. «r© 
The eunuch now mounted and sent forward the rest of the 
forces, horse and foot He remained outside the city, and 
ordered the troops to enter. He ceased not to remain waiting 
in the spot where he was, until a number of heads of the slain 
had been brought out to him. Then he went in, ordering 
a party of the troops to patrol round the city and stop the 
fugitives. It was a terrible day, and the city was then pillaged 
in a ruthless fashion, about forty men being killed on that 
occasion. 
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When the hour was come for the call to the afternoon service 
of worship, a crier proclaimed quarter to the people, and 
a cessation of the pillage, but no quarter to the evildoers. 
On Thursday the 4th of Rejeb (31st January) he sent out 
detachments to the villages in quest of the disturbers of the 
public peace. They were brought in, and there was no parley 
with them ; only the sword (wrought its office). 

At this date was the 'Emfr Fakhru'd-Dfn Ziyid son of 
'Ahmed the Kamilite put in bonds in Mehjem, and they carried 
him off to Sa'da under an escort of horsemen and foot. When 
they had reached the frontier of the country of the Leader, 
the Leader loosed him, set him free, sent away the troops of 
his escort to Sa*da by themselves, and said to him : "Go away 
in any direction you will." So he went up to the castle of 
ori Mendbir, came down thence to Milhdn, where was then *Af(f 
*Abdu'lldh son of Helfs. He afterwards set out from Milhin 
for Ddhi, and then to Qarn-*Amir. 

In the latter part of the month Sha*bdn of this year 771, 
the eunuch went forth from Zebid to attack the villagers of 
Qureyshiyya, who had already betaken themselves to *Arima. 
He went against them there, and killed one of them, a noted 
and bold horseman, Muhammed of Bdbil, and with him a party 
of footmen. They then sent to the Sherifs at Kedrd' and to 
the *Awdrfn in the mountain, who came and joined them. 
There was thus collected together a great multitude of Sherffs, 
*Awirfn, and Qureyshiyya villagers ; and they marched for Zebfd. 
The eunuch was then staying at the Sandhill 'El-Qawz,"*** and 
had ordered the troops to mount and march to various remote 
localities. And when Sunday was come, the 17th of Ramaddn 
(14th April, 1370), the troops mounted, about a hundred horse- 
men, and marched towards the vale of Rima*, when there met 
them a dense multitude of Sherffs, *Awirfn, and Qureyshiyya 
villagers. The commandant sent off someone to apprise the 
f. 29i»> eunuch and ask him to come to the rescue. Then the party 
attacked him, and a fierce contest took place, both sides standing 
firm against the other. While they were in this posture the 
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troops came up and became engaged in the fight The Sherffs, 
*Awdrin, and Qureyshiyya villagers, with those in their company, *rv 
were put to an utter rout, and there were killed of them at 
the time about fifty men, among whom some of the men of 
note with the *Awdr{n tribe, the remainder being either Sherffs 
or men of Qureyshiyya. 

And when it became the latter end of the month of Shewwdl 
in the said year 771 (May, 1370), the 'Emfr Fakhru'd-Dfn 
'Ebii-B^kr son of Bahddir the Sunbulite came down with 
a goodly force from the sacred court, and certain of the Sherffs 
removed from KedrA' to Mehjem. Again, in the month of 
Dhu'l-Qa*da there came down a party of the sons of Hamza, 
who, when they had entered Mehjem, remained there but a few 
days, and issued thence on their return to their own country. 
But as they were in the course of their journey they turned 
aside to Milhin, wishing to see *Afif *Abdu*lldh son of HeHs, 
who gave them an honourable and kind reception, sending them 
on to the 'Emfr Fakhru'd-Dfn Ziyid son of 'Ahmed, whom they 
reached in the last days of Dhii'l-Qa^da (June). On the ist of 
Dhii'l-Hijja (26th June) the Seyyid 'Ibrahfm, with the remnant 
of the force at Kedrd', removed thence to Mehjem, when they 
heard of the arrival of the troops of the Sultan and of the 'Emfr 
Fakhru'd-Dfn 'Ebii-Bekr son of Bahddir the Sunbulite. 

When Friday was come, the loth of Dhii'l-Hijja (sth July), 
they removed from Mehjem to Mahdlib, where they spent but 
one evening, and continued their march on the same, not turning 
round even to speak to each other. The 'Emfr Fakhru'd-Dfn ©r^ 
entered Mehjem on Saturday the nth of Dhii'l-Hijja, and the 
'Emfr Fakhru'd-Dfn 'Ebii-Bekr the Sunbulite entered it on 
the 1 2th. They remained in Mehjem several days, proceeding 
then to Harad, where they halted a few days only, when Ziyid 
went back to the Sultan, and the Sunbulite remained there as its 
feudal lord. 

In this year 771 died the great 'Emfr Shihabu'd-Dfn 'Ahmed 
son of Sumeyr under torture, on the 2nd day of Muharrem, the 
first month of the said year. 
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In the year A.H. 772 (A.D. 1 370-1) the Sultan came down to 
the capital city of Zebid, his entry into which took place on the 
Sth of the former JumddA. The governor of Zebfd at the time 
f. 292* was the 'Emir Fakhru*d-D{n 'Ebii-Bekr son of Mufaddal the 
Kharrazite^and him he removed from the government of Zebfd, 
appointing him governor of the city of Feshdl. He sent for the 
Sheykhs of the Qureyshiyya villagers and employed a stratagem 
to make them come, but they did not. Then the Sultan com- 
manded the 'Emfr Fakhru'd-Dfn 'Ebii-Bekr son of the Sunbulite 
to proceed to Qureyshiyya with a party of troops, and the son 
of the Kharrdzite met them from Feshdl. When they reached 
Qureyshiyya they sent for the Sheykhs of the villagers on 
account of the doings in their country. The greater number of 
the Sheykhs came to them, but others held back. Then the 
son of the Sunbulite gave orders for their arrest, they being 
•r^ sixteen men. He put them in bonds and came to court with 
them on Saturday the i6th of the former Jumadd (7th December, 
1370). The lord of Qahma had also arrested the Sheykh 
Muhammed son of Hajar and four of his relations, whom he 
had sent to the Sultan, and he had consigned them to the 
prison. Now that the Sheykhs of the Qureyshiyya villagers 
were taken, as we have narrated, the Sultan ordered the whole 
of them to be made away with. So five individuals out of them 
were cut in two in the middle, three were nailed to supports 
(gibbets), and the remainder were hung, on Sunday the 17th of 
that month. Among them, of the Sheykhs of the Qureyshiyya 
villagers and of their notables, were the Sheykh *Aliyy son of 
Muhammed son of *Umer son of Ghurab, and his son, who was 
called Kunduriis ; the Sheykh *Umer Huwala, with his son 
Humayda ; the Sheykh Muhammed son of *Umer son of 'Urwa ; 
the Sheykh Muhammed son of *Ali*u'd-Din. The Sultan gave 
their village over to free pillage, drove them out of it, and 
peopled it with another race ; so that the men of Qureyshiyya 
were dispersed to various regions and became incorporated 
among the workers of disorder. 

The Sultan remained in Zebid during the former and latter 
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months of JumAda, the months of Rejeb, Sha'bin, Ramadan, 
Shewwdl, Dhu'l-Qa'da, and Dhu'l-Hijja. In Dhii'l-Hijja he 
appointed the eunuch 'Eminu'd-D(n 'Ehyef. His appointment 
was on the iilh of the month (2Sth June, 1371), and he 
continued in the office of governor until he died at the date 
we shall point out in proper time, please God. His term of oj«* 
government became celebrated ; he used to exercise authority 
in Zebfd over whomsoever was in *Aden, Ta'izz, and Harad ; 
he used to rule over the countries beyond the sea, over the 
people of *Aw4n,"^ of Zeyla*, and of other remote regions. 
That is to say, that when any man complained to him about 
a debtor of his absent from the city and its dependencies, but 
present in any one of the dominions of the Sultan, he would 
issue a summons and send with it a party of soldiers or 
policemen, and either he would satisfy his creditor, or he woyld 
come into court and set forth his plea. Should he refuse to 
come or to pay, the eunuch would arrest his family and f. 292* 
relations, or his agent, or his slaves, and order them to pay 
whatever was decreed against him ; and if he had no one legally 
responsible for him in the country, he would cause anyone 
coming into it, of the people of the town of which he might be, 
and arriving in Zebfd, to pay whatever was decreed against him. 
For the Sultan had set free his hand in the country, and no 
command was superior to his. 

In the year A.H. 773 (a.d. 1371-2) the august cavalcade"^ 
proceeded to the capital city of Ta'izz in the month of Muharrem 
(July- August, 1371). And in this year, too, the Sherff Niiru'd- 
Din Muhammed son of 'Idrfs son of Taju'd-Dfn the Hamzite 
came down with a party of the Sherifs, lords of the eastern 
province. The 'Emfr Niiru'd-Dfn Muhammed son of MfkA'il 
was in accord with them. The Sherff Jemdlu'd-Dfn Muhammed ^\ 
son of Suleymdn son of Mudrik also joined himself with them, 
and they marched against Harad, in which at the time was the 
'Emir Fakhru'd-D(n ZiyAd son of 'Ahmed the Kdmilite. So 
they carried ruin into the regions, and the 'Emfr Fakhru*d-Din 
went up to the court of the Sultan to ask for succour. The 
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Sultan clothed him with a splendid dress of honour, and gave 
him a money present, detaching with him a force of the house- 
hold troops and a troop of the sons of Hamza, commanding him 
also to take whatever he might wish from the various garrisons. 
So he went down with an imposing array and goodly military 
chest on the ist of the month of the latter Rebf (loth October, 
1371), and advanced towards Mehjem, where the son of Mikd'il, 
his companions aforesaid, the son of Hemd'fl, and they who 
were with them, had established themselves already. A fierce 
conflict took place with them for a short space, and the son of 
Mfkd'fl, with his companions the Sherffs, suffered a severe defeat, 
the Sherff Muhammed son of 'Idrfs being killed, with about 
a hundred human beings. The engagement took place in the 
latter ppirt of the day, and when the rout occurred at that hour 
the night enveloped them. They therefore made use of a camel, 
and the heads of the slain were carried to the Sultan, he being 
at Ta*izz. But afterwards the Sultan came to the low western 
seaboard country in the middle of the former Jumadd (about 
20th November, 1371). The 'Emfr Fakhru'd-Din continued his 
march to Harad and its environs. The inhabitants of Jdzdn ^*^^ 
offered opposition to him, and the lords of the Suleymdniyy 
opr country ^*^ joined them. So the *Em(r Fakhru'd-Dfn went to 
Jdzin against them with his troops, and pitched his camp against 
them until they submitted to a peace after a host of them had 
been killed in (the month of) ShewwAl (April, 1372). 

f. 293» ^^ ^his year 773 died the judge, the wezfr Jemdlu'd-Din 

Muhammed son of Hassdn, who was the man of the epoch, 
wise, consummate, intelligent, awe-inspiring, possessed of over- 
whelming might in attack, and of unerring judgment. He was 
the prince of the wezfrs of his day, perfect in all great qualities, 
of amiable manners, skilful in management, sincere, enterprising, 
with prudence. May God, who be extolled, have mercy on him. 
In the year A.H. 774 (a.D. 1372-3) the supreme cavalcade 
proceeded from Zebfd to Ta*izz in the days of the Autumn 

f. 293'> (1372). It was a very rainy year, and there fell on the Sultan, 
the troops, and the vale of Mukhayshfb a violent rainstorm that 
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filled the valley with water and carried away in the torrent a 
number of people, as well as of beasts. 

And in this year the judge Taqiyyu'd-Dfn *Umer son of 
'Ebu'l-Qdsim son of Mu*aybid assumed the office of the wezfrate. 
He was fully entitled to be designated the prince of wezfrs, from 
what God had united in him as to all praiseworthy qualities and 
numberless virtues. His appointment took place on Thursday 
the 1 2th of the former Reb{* (9th September, 1372). ««T 

In this year, too, did envoys proceed to the lands of Egypt 
for the second time in the suite of the judge Jemdlu'd-D(n 
Muhammed son of *Aliyy of Miyd-Fdriqfn and the 'Emfr 
Ndsiru'd-Dfn Muhammed son of *Aliyy of Aleppo. Their 
departure took place in the month of Ramadin in the year 
(P^ebruary- March, 1373); and in the month of Shewwdl 
(March - April) the Sultan proceeded to Zebfd, where he 
dwelt, making it his home, and constructing therein a private 
retreat.1^^ 

In the year A.H. 775 (A.D. 1373-4) the Sultan went up from 
the capital city of Zebfd to the city of Ta'izz, according to his 
usual habit. He descended in Shewwil (March -April), and 
remained there a space, proceeding afterwards to the date- 
gardens, where he took his pleasure for a time, and then went 
to the seaside on the shore of *Ehwdb, remaining there until the 
end of the year (June, 1374). 

And in this year was the great 'Emfr murdered, the prince of 
'Emirs, Fakhru'd-Dfn Ziydd son of 'Ahmed the Kdmilite, by 
treachery and craft, within the limit of Qahriyya,^*^ he being at 
the time feudal lord of Jeththa. He married a woman from 
among the Arabian hill-tribes, and he used frequently to go 
to her and pass the night with her. So when his visits to her, £.294" 
and his spending the night with her, had become frequent, one 
of the sons of her paternal uncle watched for him, entered his 
chamber while he slept, and murdered him. May God, who 
be extolled, have mercy on him. He was a prince of the 'Emfrs 
of his epoch, comparable with none other, and with no one to be 
compared with him. He was expeditious in his enterprises o»v 
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when events supervened, brave, a chieftain, munificent, of 
exquisite taste, frequent in acts of justice and equity, loving 
towards the peasantry, beloved by all the people. His murder 
occurred in the night before the Sth of Rejeb in this year 
(20th December, 1373). May God, who be extolled, have mercy 
on him. 

Again, in the month of Dhii'l-Hijja of this year 775 (May- 
June, 1374), was the Sheykh 'Ebii-Bekr son of Mu*awwada 
the Seyrite murdered by treachery, who was the lord of (Mount) 
Ba*dan. He was killed on his bed ; his head was cut off and 
was carried to the presence of the Sultan. He was one of the 
men of fortune and of the individualities of the age by reason 
of his enterprise and of his prudence. He it was who made 
himself master of the castles in Ba*dan and withdrew his hand 
from the submission of allegiance. 

In the year A.H. 776 (A.D. 1374-5) the Sultan went up from 
the low and hot seaboard country in the beginning of the year, 
after the murder of the Seyrite in the manner we have recounted. 
His son Muhammed son of 'Ebii-Bekr wrote to the 'Imdm Salah 

• • • 

son of *Aliyy to help him to go against the territories of the 
Sultan, and he came to his assistance himself in company of 
such horsemen and footmen as he saw fit. The Seyrite, too, 
collected his levies, and the two marched together in the view of 
reaching Ta*izz. They arrived in the city of Jened on the 
6th of Ramadin (7th February, 1375), and they both remained 
there three days. The Sultan hired a numerous levy of horse- 
*«^ men and foot-soldiers. He wrote, moreover, to all the tribes 
to guard the roads by which the 'Imam might pass. So the 
'Imdm became alarmed as to his position ; for he was one who 
obeyed prudence before all things in the whole of his under- 
takings. He therefore packed off and went by a road other 
than that by which he had come, using all diligence in his pace 
until he was beyond the limits of the Sultan's territories. The 
son of the Seyrite shut himself up in his town and castles. 

Mubdriz the Refdite was among those who came down to the 
'Imdm and marched with him. His followers were numerous. 
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And when the 'Imdm retreated from Jened, as we have recorded, 
the Sultan detached against the Refdite a column of the troops, 
who captured him and brought him to the Sultan. He was 
ordered by the Sultan to be put to death, and was executed. 

The Sultan did not go down to the hot western seaboard 
country during this year 'jy6 ; but he proceeded therein to *Aden 
in the month of Shewwal (March, 1375), and took his road by 
Lahj. He remained in *Aden some days, dealing out measures f. 294* 
of justice such as are not usual. He gave robes of honour to the 
ship-captains, and abolished many things recently introduced by 
the collectors of taxes. So the merchants departed recounting 
his praises and his abundant gifts in all quarters by land and by 
sea. He next proceeded to 'Ebyen, remaining there a few days, 
and taking many wild asses in the chase. He went back to 
'Aden, stayed there not more than two or three days, and then ^1 
journeyed to the capital city of Ta'izz. 

In the year A.H. 777 (a.d. 1375-6) there arrived at court 
envoys from the lands of Egypt, in company with the judge 
Jemdlu'd-Din Muhammed son of 'Aliyy of Miya-Fdriqin. They 
brought a large quantity of presents and rarities, their arrival 
being in the month of Muharrem (June, 1375). 

In this year TTJ, also, did the 'Imdm Salah son of *Aliyy 
come down to the hot western low seaboard with immense forces 
of horsemen and foot-soldiers. The governors of the towns saw 
that they had not strength sufficient to withstand him ; so they 
took themselves off from the towns to Zebid, and collected 
themselves together. The 'Imam marched into the northern 
cantons, which his troops saccaged and devastated. He then 
advanced with his retainers and his levies to the city of Zebfd, 
which he reached on the day of new moon of the month Rejeb 
(23rd November, 1375). He remained on the east side of the 
city three days, during which he rode round the place every day, 
but found therein nothing tempting. It is said that he mounted 
the minaret of the mosque at Nuweydira, and saw in the city 
innumerable hosts that had flocked from all directions and 
congregated there. What he witnessed as to the multitude of 
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the people therein terrified him. The eunuch *Ehyef was at 
that time in the city as its governor, and had summoned the 
Sheykhs of the villages, commanded them to collect their men 

*^ and hold them in a state of preparedness until news from him 
should reach them, when none of them should hold back, or 
a most severe retribution would follow as a consequence to 
punish them. He l\ad formed the design to attack the camp 
one of those nights, with the troops that were in Zebid and with 
the whole of the villagers. Information on this point reached 
the 'Imdm through one of the villagers ; and upon this he packed 
up for his return, remaining no more than three days, and setting 
out on the fourth day to go back. 

Thus hath said *Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite, with 
whom may God deal graciously. " I was at that time in the 
city of Zebfd, and a man of the inhabitants of Sihdm, respecting 
whom I have no misgiving as to what he told me, gave me 
f. 295» to understand as follows: *The 'Imdm Saidh was encamped 
opposite the gate of the city on the eastern side a night or two 
before he came into the city and told me that he had that night 
seen a vision, in which it appeared as though a battle had 
ensued between the troops of the 'Imim and the inhabitants 
of the city ; and that as they were fighting there issued a man 
from Zebfd, of gigantic form and tall stature,"^ on a horse 
as big as ever occurs with camels, never among horses ; while 
upon both horse and rider were there draperies all green, and 
about him a dense crowd of people. When he went forth 
accompanied by this concourse, and the soldiers of the 'Imim 
saw him, they retreated before him ; he followed them with that 

^^ multitude, and they took the direction towards the north, none 
of them looking round; and this was the end of them.' So 
when I heard this vision from him, and knew already how 
truthful he was in his discourse on all occasions, as well as 
his upright conduct, I became sure of the retreat of the host ; 
and in the morning the *Imdm and his army were on their road 
to the northern cantons at dawn after the night of the vision, or 
at dawn after the second night. But God knows best'' 
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In this same year ^^^ the 'Em(r Ruknu'd-Dfn *Abdu'r- 
Rahmdn son of *Aliyy son of HumAm became governor of 
Harad and the Rahbdn ^**® districts as their feudal lord. And 

• • • 

in the month of Ramaddn in the year abovesaid the 'Emfr 
Sdrimu'd-Din Dawiid son of Miisd son of HanAjir was detached 
on an expedition to the district of Dhemdr with a numerous 
force of horsemen and foot. He captured a number of castles 
there, and the Arabian tribesmen obeyed him, voluntarily or by 
constraint. He wasted many villages. The 'Imim despatched 
a large army to do battle with him, but not one of their legs 
would support itself. The Imdm then collected other levies, 
and asked the people of San'd' to support him. He set up 
his tents in the meadow opposite the camp of the son of 
Handjir, and sent out his spies to ascertain for him intelligence ^^ 
of the troops from day to day and hour by hour, until there 
came into him one of his spies, by the preordination of God, 
to inform him of the dispersal of the troops on that day, and 
that there was not in the camp more than about forty horsemen. 
He made use of the opportunity and attacked the camp in 
person with those about him in this time of dispersal of the 
troops. There were in the camp a large number of Zeydiyya 
sectaries whom the *Emir had hired for service ; and when the 
troops (of the 'Imam) attacked, these (sectaries) surrounded the 
camp and awaited the arrival of the *Imdm. So the 'Emfr was f. 295^ 
taken prisoner, a number of the troops were killed, and the 
camp was pillaged. This happened in the latter part of (the 
month of) Safer in the year 778 (July, 1376). 

In the year a.h. 778 (a.d. 1376-7) the 'Emfr Bedru'd-Dfn 
Muhammed son of *Ismd*fl son of *Iyds went up with the 
divinely aided forces on an expedition to the Meadow (of San*a'), 
and kept the troops of the 'Imdm from the limits of the Sultan's 
territories. He remained there, sending out marauding parties 
in every direction and against every clan. He spent money 
freely, and gained the hearts of the people. 

And in this year the Sherff Muhammed son of Suleymdn 
son of Mudrik rebelled in Harad, withdrawing his hand from 



138 HISTORY OF THE RESOlIYY DYNASTY. 

^* fealty. A party of the Sherffs acted in accord with him in his 
disobedience, saying whatever he said. But the rest of them 
remained in their allegiance to the Sultan. When the 12th 
day of the former Jumcidci was come, there happened an 
encounter in the vale of Rahban, one of the dependencies of 
Harad, between the troops of the Sultan and the recalcitrant 
Sherffs, when the Sherff Muhammed son of Suleymdn was 
killed. A party of his followers were slain with him, their heads 
were taken off and carried to Zebfd ; thence, too, to Ta*izz. 
The Sultan was then at Ta*izz ; nay, at Juwwa. After him, 
the chieftainship of the Sherffs was undertaken by Yiisuf 
Seyfu'd-Dfn and his brother 'Ahmed, surnamed *Usayra. The 
lord of Harad at that time was the 'Emfr Ruknu*d-Din *AbduV- 
Rahmdn son of *Aliyy son of Humdm. 

In the latter part of the month of the latter Jumddd (October, 
1376) the Sultan came down from the capital of Ta*izz to the 
city of Zebfd, which he entered on the ist day of Rejeb (13th 
November). He remained there some days in his pavilion 
known as the Khawernaq.^"^ He then journeyed to the vale of 
Rima* in quest of game, and he took there in the chase a great 
quantity, and returned to his pavilion aforesaid, where he 
remained. Later on there came to court his son, our lord the 
Sultan Melik 'Eshref, from the capital of Ta*izz. His arrival 
at Zebfd occurred on Friday the 14th of Sha'ban (26th 
December, 1376), he having been sent for by a very pressing 
message, in order that God might carry out a thing preordained. 
^* His stay with him lasted eight days, from Friday to Friday, 
f. 296* Then did the Sultan Melik 'Afdal die on Friday the 21st of the 
month of Sha*bcin the Noble in the aforementioned year 778 
(2nd January, 1377). May God have mercy on him. 

The opinion of a party of the heads of the state was 
unanimous as to the accession of his son our lord the Sultan 
Melik *Eshref 'Ismd'il son of *Abbds son of *Aliyy son of Ddvvud 
son of Yiisuf son of *Umer son of *Aliyy son of Resiil. So the 
great men and grandees of the realm, the pious ones of the 
people, and their learned ones all concurred, and the ceremony 
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of taking the oath of allegiance to him was gone through on the 
day mentioned above. The 'Emirs of the forces, the grandees of 
the Sherifs, and the Sheykhs of the clans of Arabians were 
present ; the whole of them swore the oath, affairs became 
orderly, and the circumstances of the people settled ; no one 
stretched out his hand or raised up his head (in opposition or 
to induce trouble). 

After this they commenced to lay him out, wash him, shroud 
him, and convey him to his sacred mausoleum in the well- 
guarded capital city of Ta'izz. His burial took place on Monday, 
the 24th of Sha*bdn (5th January, 1377). The chanting of the 
Qur*dn over him in the generality of the Yemenite territory 
continued seven days. May God have mercy on him. 

He was a prince valorous, vigilant, prudent, bold, abstinent, 
intelligent, a jurist, a sharer with the learned in a number of the wr 
branches of science, an adept in syntax, literature, lexicology, 
genealogy, the customs of the Arabian tribesmen, and the 
customs of princes. He composed a number of books ; among 
them the book entitled "Amusement of the Eyes; on the 
History of the Sections of the Epochs." ^*^^ Nothing is to be 
found in its similitude or woven on its winding-beam ; it is 
a very profitable book. His, too, is the book named " Illustrious 
Gifts ; on Yemenite Anecdotes," ^^^' which contains notices of 
the successive generations of the jurists of Yemen, its great men, 
its princes; and its wezirs. His, again, is the book " Amusement 
of the Insights ; being an abridgment of the * Treasury of 
Notices.* " ^^^* He furthermore abridged the "History by the 
son of Khallikdn." His, moreover, is the book called "The 
Object sought for by men of Enterprise ; on the genealogies of 
the Arabians and Aliens." ^^^^ Other books, too, are by him. 

He it was who renewed the city walls of Zcbfd and repaired 
its moats when those walls were falling down and the moats 
were in ruins. He laid out in the edification of these a very 
large sum-total. He carried out in the greater part of the 
cantons of Yemen the reduction of one-fourth in what 'they 
had sown, and in some of them of one-fifth. He instituted 
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in their favour the legal cubit in measurements of land ; there 
f. 296»» being between it and the cubit of [worm-eaUn], 

He was liberal, munificent, and put gift-making in the place 
**^ of bodily exertion. He gave to the Sherif *Aliyy son of 
Muhammed son of Hddi a hundred thousand royal ducats as 
his travelling outfit on the day of his departure to his own 
country. He was brave, hardy, impetuous in attack, firm of 
character. The *Imdm Saldh son of *Aliyy came against him 
with hosts too numerous to be counted of horse and foot, with 
the concurrence of the son of the Seyrite. This son of the 
Seyrite, too, collected forces exceeding enumeration, and their 
united force reached Hawbdn,***® he being at the time resident in 
Thu*bdt ; but he became neither perturbed nor moved. More 
than two thousand horsemen from among the tribes in sedition 
overran the territory in the province of Yemen and in other 
regions, besides rivals and opponents ; but he led them to 
disagree, and extirpated their very roots. 

Among the religious monuments founded by him was the 
college that he erected in the city of Ta*izz, in the Jubeyl 
quarter thereof He gave orders for the construction of a 
minaret'*'^ therein, of which no parallel exists in any country. 
This is because it is in three storeys, of which the first is of 
square figure with exactly equal elements, while the second 
is triangular in its disposition with perpendicular faces, and 
the third is of hexagonal form and admirable appearance. He 
instituted in the said college a precentor, a mu'edhdhin, a verger, 
*^ a teacher and orphans to study the Qur'dn, a professor of the 
holy canon law, a tutor and ten students, a traditionist, an 
abbot of mystics, a rector, and vowed paupers, with food for 
poor applicants. He gave in mortmain trust for them loam 
lands, palm-groves, vineyards, and labourers,^*^® enough for the 
support of the whole of them. He built a college in Mekka 
the Venerated facing the door of the Cubical House so held 
in awe. He instituted therein a professor, a tutor, ten students, 
a precentor, mu'edhdhin, and verger, a teacher and orphans to 
study the Qur'dn so sacred, giving in mortmain trust a goodly 
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estate to the same. To him also are attributed other pious 
monuments as praiseworthy deeds. 

He died leaving seven children, all males, the eldest being the 
Sultan Melik *Eshref 'Ismd*/! ; the second, *Abdu'lldh Mansiir ; 
the third, *AHyy Mujdhid ; the fourth, Muhammed Mufaddal ; 
the fifth, 'Ebii-Bekr Mu'eyyed ; the sixth, *Umer Mudhaffer ; and 
the seventh, 'Uthmdn Fd'iz. There was an eighth, Ddwud ; but 
he died young, before his father. 

His wezir was the judge Jemdlu'd-D(n Muhammed son of 
Hassdn. When his death occurred at the date mentioned, he f- 297' 
appointed to the wezirate after him the judge Taqiyyu*d-D(n 
*Umer son of Qdsim son of Mu*aybid. A whole body of men *^* 
of talent elegized him in choice poems, and the people were 
afflicted with great grief over him. May God deluge him with 
His mercy, and cause him to dwell in the very midst of His 
paradise. (f. 297»») 
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f.298* CHAPTER VIII. 

Narrative of the rise of the rule of 'Eshref the Greater, and 

its events. 

Thus hath said *Ah'yy son of Hasan the Khazrejite, on whom 
may God bestow the greatest good : " When the Sultan Melik 
*Afdal died at the date above mentioned, on him be God's mercy, 
and when general consent was declared as to the accession of 
f. 2^V> his son the Sultan Melik 'Eshref 'Isma'il son of *Abbds son of 
*Aliyy son of Ddwiid son of Yiisuf son of *Umer son of *Aliyy 
son of Resiil, the ceremony of swearing fealty to him took place 
after the congregational service on Friday the 21st of Sha*ban 
in the year 778 (2nd January, 1377) aforesaid. And when that 
matter was settled, privately and publicly, and when the pen 
had held its course in felicity, first and last, he distributed to 
the troops a goodly gratuity, and set out with his father for 
the capital city of Ta'izz. He was buried on Monday the 24th 
of Sha*bdn (5th January), and recitation of the Qur'dn was 
continued over him without interruption for seven days." 

After this, orders were issued to all the cantons to make all 
001 things firm and to hire men. He remained there during the 
remainder of Sha*ban, during the month of Ramadan, of 
Shewwdl, and of Dhii'l-Qa^da, as also the beginning of Dhii'l- 
Hijja, letters from all parts coming in to him, and the Arabian 
tribesmen arriving as deputations from every quarter. He gave 
answers to each letter as was requisite, and received all who 
came to him with what was due to each and gave satisfaction, 
so that the regions, near and remote, were made sure, and the 
people yielded obedience, whether dutiful or refractory. 
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When the days of the Festival (of Sacrifices) were run out, 
he resolved on a journey to Zebfd, and entered it on the 
i6th of Dhii'l-Hijja (2Sth April, 1377) : 

" With a cortege^ the dust of which enveloped the eyes, so that men 
saw, as it were, with their ears ; 
And with horsemen, the souls of whom make the concourse alive, 
though they, as it seemed, were not living beings^ 

In the year A.H. 779 (a.D. 1377-8) the edict of the Sultan 
went forth for the enumeration of the date-palms of the vale 
of Zebfd, for the owners thereof had been subjected to loss 
thereby, and thence a large amount had disappeared. Now 
among the tellers appointed to this duty there was a certain 
*Abdu'r-Rahmdn son of Weji'h ; and when he went to the palm- 
groves as one of the body of commissioners he saw a man f. 299* 
cutting down a fruitful date-palm. This displeased him ; so he 
remonstrated, vituperated, and threatened him. But the palm 
came down upon him, as he sat upon his beast, and killed them 
both. The rest of the members of the party took warning by him. oev 

" Blessed is he who is admonished by means of another than 
himself* 

The enumeration of the date-palms in the said year 779 was 
the first good deed he did of all the benefits he conferred. 
After that a supreme edict was issued to his wezir the judge 
Taqiyyu'd-Din *Umer son of 'Ebii'l-Qdsim son of Mu*aybid, 
commanding him to proceed to the Rahbdn districts on business 
that demanded the step. The said wezir was a man of good 
administration and perfect as a chief. He remained in those 
parts a certain space of time, settling their affairs and getting 
in their revenues. 

The Sultan went down to the palm-gardens, remaining there 
a space. He next proceeded to the seaside, and then returned 
to Zebfd in the latter part of the month of the latter Rebf* 
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(August, 1 377) in this year 779. And when the custom of the 
(visit to the) palm-gardens came to a close in the vale of Zebfd, 
the Sultan proceeded to the capital city of Ta*izz towards the 
end of the said month, and the wezir came to court at Ta*izz 
from the northern cantons, his entry to the capital of Ta*izz 
occurring on the 8th of the latter Jumddd (nth October, 1377). 
The Sultan next undertook to go down to the west seaboard, 
his departure from Ta*izz taking place on Monday the i6th of 
the latter Jumddd (19th October). He stayed there the re- 
mainder of JumddA, the whole of Rejeb, and the half of Sha'bcin. 
In the course of his stay he installed the judge Muwaffaqu'd- 
Din *Aliyy son of Muhammed son of Sdlim as collector of 
revenues in Zebfd, and controller there. And when the half 
^^ of Sha'bdn was gone by he resolved to go up to Ta*izz on 
account of the fast His entry into Ta*izz occurred on the 
2 1 St of Sha'bdn (22nd December, 1377). He remained there 
until the Festival of Victims, and he performed his fast of 
Ramadan in the city of Ta*izz. When the days of the Festival 
of Victims were concluded the Sultan proceeded to Zebfd, and 
entered it on the i6th of Dhiil-Hijja (r4th April, 1378). 
f. 299^ In this year 779 died the 'Emir Nuru*d-D(n Muhammed 

son of Mfkd'fl. He was a grand, noble, illustrious 'Emfr, of 
exemplary moral conduct and with a magnanimous disposition, 
open-handed, a lover of the learned and of the righteous, whom 
he used to admit into his company, to whom he used to make 
magnificent presents, and whose station he used to promote. 
In the days when he was an *Emir, yielding obedience to the 
Resiiliyy sovereignty, he used to be called the Prince of 'Emirs. 
But when he withdrew his hand from allegiance and claimed 
a regal status, disputing his territories with the Sultan Melik 
'Afdal, and making war on him, the Sultan sent against him 
an imposing force, plucked him up by the roots, and expelled 
him from the regions, so that no banner of his was ever raised 
again. He then sought a refuge with the 'Imdm *Aliyy son of 
Muhammed the Hedewite, who gave him the Castle of Miftdh 
and what is appended thereto, that it might feed him. He 
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ceased not to reside there until he died in the night preceding 
Friday the 16th of Sha*bdn in this year 779 (i8th December, 
1 377). May God have mercy on him. 

In the year A.H. 780 (A.D. 1378-9) the Sultan gave orders for ^^ 
the construction of the pavilion named Ddru'n-Nasr in the 
locality of the Sandhill (Qawz)^^^^ near Zebfd. In the same 
year the Sultan despatched an imposing force against the 
Ma*dziba country, the commander of the array being the judge 
Taqiyyu'd-Dfn *Umer son of 'Ebii'l-Qdsim son of Mu*aybid, 
the wezir. They fled from Khabt "^ to Hdzza,"" and he 
pursued them, putting them to very great straits ; and he slew 
a portion of them. So they dispersed themselves in all directions. 

And in this year 780 the Sultan went to Mehjem, remained 
there a few days, returned to Zebid, and sojourned there until 
the 30th day of Ramadan. In this year the Sultan performed 
the fast in Zebid, this being the first year of his fasting there, f. 300* 
On the 3rd of Shewwdl (22nd January, 1379) the sovereign 
cavalcade proceeded from Zebfd to the capital city of Ta*izz, 
where he stayed until the Festival of the Victims ; afterwards he 
went down to the western seaboard in the latter half of Dhii'l- 
Hijja (April, 1379). 

In the year A.H. 781 (A.D. 1379-80) the foreign corps of slave- 
guards assembled and took an oath on some subject, the true 
nature of which has never been made manifest to anyone. 
The Sultan saw them as they were accoutring their horses 
and taking in hand their weapons. He was astonished at their 
procedure, and sent certain spies of his own to bring him ^t 
intelligence of what they were about to do. His spies returned 
to him and informed him that they were in a state of pre- 
paredness to do battle, and were collecting arms, but were as 
yet dispersed in their different quarters in the village. In 
consequence he gave them over to be put to the sword by 
the slave arm-bearers and slave mule-grooms, who went against 
them in their quarters before they could mass themselves. 
They came out crouching down as fugitives, some of them 
being arrested and put to death. 
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On that same day did the Sultan give orders for the arrest 
of his paternal uncle Melik Dhdfir Hdshim son of *Aliyy son 
of Ddwiid.^*" He kept him in bonds some days, then set him 
at liberty and showed favour to him. This was one of their 
customary proceedings on the loth day of Muharrem. 

In this year 781 there happened a fire in the city of Zebfd, 
when the whole of the market-place was burnt, with the quarters 
parallel to it on the east and north. A number of public 
buildings were burnt also about the same period in Zebfd 
and elsewhere. That conflagration occurred in the month of 
Muharrem in the year (April-May, 1379). 

In this year, again, did the Ma*dziba tribesmen raise very 
f. 300^ serious trouble, and carried their depredations towards the 
sea-coast time after time. The Sultan detached against them 
a force from the household troops, ordering the lords of Qahma 
and Feshdl to meet those troops on a given day. The forces 
attacked them, therefore, on all sides and quarters, so that they 
«il had no place to flee to, saving the sea. This they entered, 
a part of them being drowned, but a portion was saved. 
A multitude of them asked for an amnesty, and the rest were 
made prisoners. The 'Emfr Seyfu'd-Din Bishtik, the chamberlain, 
was the commander of the force. He granted an amnesty 
to them. 

" He holds back from them the tawny upper extremities of the 
spear-shafts^ when the horse-withers had already been 
crimsoned with their thrust-stabSy 
And when he who held in his grasp a spear-shaft among them 
was as he among them wlio had in his Jiand a lienna 
poultice'' 

So he took away the sword from over them, and returned 
to the Sultan with the (decapitated) heads and the prisoners ; 
when the Sultan ordered the execution of a body of the captives 
notorious for their misdeeds, setting the remainder at liberty. 
The Sultan conferred on the *Emfr Seyfu'd-Din Bishtik the 
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administration of the vale of Rima*, and appointed the jurist 
Radiyyu'd-Dfn 'Ebii-Bekr son of 'Ahmed son of *Abdu1-Wdhid 
as judge substitute over the said district. He was a jurist with 
good administrative abilities, only that he was not strong at 
equitation. He made the *Ma*ciziba tribesmen a butt for his 
shafts and an object for his sword-cuts. He dispersed their 
gatherings, made vacant their homesteads, and put to death 
a number of them in a very short time. 

In the last decade of the month of the latter Rebf* the 
supreme cavalcade proceeded to the capital city of Ta*izz, 
remaining there some days, and then continuing the journey 
forwards to the Mikhldf district with the divinely aided forces. ©ir 
There he captured the city of 'Ibb by assault with the sword. 
He then advanced in the direction of 'Erbdb. of which he 
collected together an adequate kr^owledge. He then returned 
to Ta*izz, stayed there some days, and thence directed his 
course towards the western hot seaboard district. He entered it 
on the 1st of Sha*bdn of the said year (loth November, 1379), 
and his fast of the month of Ramaddn was performed in the 
city of Zebid. 

In this year did the Sultan confer on the 'Emfr Seyfu'd-Din 
Bishtik the administration of Qahma. He proceeded thither, 
and the Ma*aziba tribesmen attacked him with a large force, 
having first laid for him three ambushes in three different places. 
He issued forth against them, and they drew him out until he 
was in the midst of the ambushes. They then closed around 
him and those with him, when he fought until he was killed. 
On that occasion there were killed with him the jurist 'Ebii- 
Bekr son of 'Ahmed son of * Abdu'l-Wdhid and a portion of the 
troops. Their slaughter took place on the 21st of Shewwdl in 
this year 781 (ist December, 1379). 

In this same year 781, again, the 'Emfr Fakhru'd-Dfn 
'Ebu-Bekr son of Bahadir the Sunbulite proceeded to Mekka f. 301' 
the Honoured, accompanied by the Litter and the divinely 
aided Banner, travelling by the route of the pilgrim-caravan 
from Yemen. He performed a pious pilgrimage, and ran 



148 HISTORY OF THE RESULIYY DYNASTY. 

a thanksworthy race, enjoying security during his journey out 
and home. 
*T* And in this year 781, too, the supreme cortege proceeded to 
the frontier stronghold of *Aden, remaining there some days. 
He abolished many an innovated customs-due. 

In the same year 781 died the wezfr, the judge Taqiyyu'd- 
Dfn *Umer son of 'Ebii'l-QAsim son of Mu*aybid. He was most 
worthy to be called the Prince of Wezirs, was a literary scholar, 
wise, awe-inspiring, munificent, noble, valiant, mild. Fadl was 
not his counterpart, nor Ja*fer, in no wise ; nor was Yahya, 
nor Khdlid.i*^ 

" Like the full moon and the ocean^ and the lion of Mount Sherd 
and of Mount Tawd; ^*** only^ that he is but one!* 

He was good at administration, perfect in chiefship ; he 
possessed a penetrating insight and an unerring judgment. 
He was eloquent of speech, abundant as to kindness and favour, 
generous, trusty, abstinent, intelligent 

" His munificence surpassed time in its munificence ; and truly ^ 
with him is time a niggard'' 

He assumed the office of wezfr in the year (7)74, and he died 
in (the month of) Muharrem in the year (7)81 (April-May, 1379), 
his age being less than 50 years. But God knows best. His 
demise occurred in the city of Ta*izz, and his grave is at 
'Ujeyndd.**^ When he died at the date above mentioned the 
office of wez{r was assumed, after him, by his son, the judge 
Nuru'd-Din *Aliyy son of *Umer son of 'Ebii'l-Qdsim son of 
*T* Mu*aybid. His term of office as wezfr was six years and 
ten months. 

In the year A.H. 782 (a.d. i 380-1) the Sultan returned from 
*Aden to Zebfd, remained at Zebid during the period of the 
Saturday palm-garden junketings (Subiit),^*^® and carried out 
an expedition into the country of the Benu-Thcibit, which he 
took possession of, as also of the castle of Fewirfz."^^ 
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In the month of Safer in this year 782 the 'Emfr Fakhru'd- 
Din 'Ebii-Bekr son of Bahidir the Sunbulite arrived at court 
from Mekka the Honoured, having with him the Litter of the 
Pilgrim-Caravan and the divinely aided Banner. It so was that f. 301' 
some one of the class of traducers maligned him to the Sultan 
and told concerning him what had happened and what had never 
occurred. Therefore the Sultan put him in bonds and in prison, 
where he remained bound until the 25th of Ramaddn (22nd 
December, 1380), when he was set at liberty. 

As soon as the observances of the date-gardens were con- 
cluded at Zebfd and in its vale, the Sultan proceeded to Ta*izz 
and remained there. But in the latter days of the month of 
Rejeb (October) the Sultan went to the city of Juwwa,*** 
staying there and in the White Castle (Beyad) until the 15th of 
Sha'bdn (14th November, 1380), when he went up to Ta*izz, 
where he remained, performing the fast of Ramaddn in this 
year at Ta*izz. On the 25th of the month of Ramaddn the 
Sultan set at liberty the 'Emfr Fakhru'd-Dfn 'Ebii-Bekr son 
of Bahddir the Sunbulite from prison, when his innocence had 
been ascertained of that which had been told about him. For 
the Sultan, on whom may God have mercy, was mild, noble, 
and considerate. Had he been hasty in temper, verily he would 010 
have already destroyed no few sets of people. That is one of 
the usual habits of princes, and few do we find like unto him 
among them. May God allow us to derive benefits through 
him, and may He increase him 

" On earth in stability^ glory ^ and high honour ; and may He not 
let us see in him any disagreeable^ nor 
Any evil^ of all evils^ so long as the birds shall warbled 

The Sultan proceeded to Zebfd on the 3rd of Shewwdl 
(30th December, 1380), entered it on the 5th (ist January, 1381), 
stayed there some days, and then went on to the country of the 
Ma*dziba tribesmen, who, however, were on their guard against 
him. When, therefore, they became aware of his march towards 
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them, they withheld their payment of taxes and withdrew to 
the summits of mountains. The soldiery pillaged the country 
most thoroughly and burnt its villages. The season was not 
favourable, so the Sultan returned to Zebfd, and on the loth of 
Dhu'l-Qa*da went up to Ta*izz, where he remained until the end 
of the year (26th March, 1381). 

In the year A.H. 783 (a.D. 1381-2) a conflagration broke out 
in Zebid, again in the quarter of the market-place, and was 
about in the locality of the former fire. Few were they burnt 
out the first time who escaped now, and few were those saved 
the first time who were uninjured in the second. Many people 
were reduced to poverty thereby. 

In this year 783, again, the judge Muwaflaqu'd-Dfn *Aliyy son 
of Muhammed son of Sdlim was named to the Sihdm district, 
where he stayed only twenty odd days, in which he overwhelmed 
I. 302* the people with exactions and tormented them with every sort 
©11 of cruelty. Information of his doings came to the Sultan's 
knowledge. He therefore dismissed him and gave him over to 
the eunuch 'Eminu'd-Dfn *Ehyef, who tortured him so severely 
that he perished under the infliction. His death took place 
on the 2ist of the former Reb(* in this year (iSth May, 1381). 
May God, who be extolled, have mercy on him. 

And in this year 783 did the Sultan abolish in favour of the 
peasantry the "commutation for cotton," which was an odious 
innovation originated by one of the deputy collectors in the 
days of Melik Afdal. The Sultan abolished it, and this is one 
of his laudable acts. He also exempted the village people of 
the vale of Zebfd from the duty of fecundating the date-palms 
of the Sultan's estates, which was also an innovation of recent 
introduction by one of the deputies. 

In the month of Jumddcl the Sultan proceeded to Ta*izz, 
and remained there until the end of the month of Sha*ban 
(November), when he took the road to Zebid and entered it 
on the last of that month (20th November, 1381), performing 
the fast of Ramaddn therein. When the month of the fast 
had elapsed, he journeyed to the country of the Benii-Thabit, 



CONFLAGRATION AT ZEbId. I5I 

of which he made himself master. He next attacked the 
country of the Rekb clan, of which he obtained possession. 
He then went against the castle of the Benu-*Aliyy, which is 
caHed "The Castle of the Head" (Hisnu Re's),"2» and is on 
a difficult, lofty, towering mountain. Evil deeds had become 
of very frequent occurrence on the part of its inhabitants, as 
well also as acts of rebellion, turbulency, and enmity. And *iv 
when the Sultan went against them at the date given above, 
they fled from the castle and left it vacant. The Sultan took 
possession of it, and placed therein a garrison to hold it. He 
then returned in triumph as a divinely aided victor. 

In the year 784 (1382-3) the Sultan gave orders for the 
torture of the 'Emfr Shemsu*d-Dfn *Aliyy son of Hasan the 
little ailing man (Suqaym). Ih the beginning of his career f. 302* 
he had been instructor to the corps of body-guards and captain 
of the men of his art. But the Sultan called him to positions 
of great intimacy, until at last he made him chief registrar of 
the Doomsday Records. He acquired great wealth by various 
means, and then his manners became vitiated. He was crabbed, 
harsh, and by turns gentle and affable ; only that he would 
break down the self-respect of people of consequence, and 
trample on their honour. 

" Whosoever ignores in his own mind his own true worthy from 
him do Olivers experience what they have not before been 
subjected to'^ 

When the Sultan had made himself sure of the true state of his 
case, he put him out of the office of managing public moneys, 
and sued him for what he had embezzled thereof He gave 
up a portion and then another portion, putting forward some- 
times cash and sometimes effects. The Sultan ultimately 
ordered his release, and he fled to Hijdz. 

In the month of the former Jumadd he appointed wezfr the 
judge VVejihu'd-D(n *Abdu'r-Rahmdn son of Muhammed the 
Nuttdrite. He had a number of enemies who spoke ill of him 
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^i'^ in the Sultan's presence, and thus the relations between him 
and the Sultan became overclouded. The Sultan took alarm 
at him, and ordered him to go away to his own country. This 
practice of circumspection in the conduct of state affairs is one 
of the habits of princes. When the Sultan commanded him 
to leave his dominions, he took his course to the country of 
the Benii-Yaghnem. When the 'Imam heard of him, he wrote 
to him and desired him to come to him. When he reached 
him he made him a familiar companion to himself, appointing 
for him a sufficiency for his maintenance. So he remained 
with him. 

After this the Sultan proceeded to Ta*izz and remained there 
until the end of the month of Rejeb (8th October, 1382), when 
he took the direction of Zebid, entering it on the ist of Sha'bdn. 
He took up his abode there, performing the month's fast of 
Ramadeln in the palace named Ddru'sh-Shefi*, on the round 
sandhill, Qslwz}^^ 

And in this year 784 there arrived at court a number of the 
Sherffs of Mekka and of the Leaders, wishing to enter service 
at the supreme court of the Sultan, who received them with 
perfect cordiality, and they remained in honour and consideration. 
When the month of Shewwdl had run out, they asked to take 
leave in order to go to the pilgrimage at Mekka and its meeting. 
The Sultan provided them with travelling necessaries, and they 
set out on the ist of Dhu'l-Qa*da (6th January, 1383). But 

oil when they had arrived in the neighbourhood of Mahdlib they 
repaired to the depredating tribes and attacked the city ot 
f. 303» Mahalib with a large force. The 'Emir thereof sallied out 
against them, he being at the time Rukn son of Humam, with 
those in his following, to do battle with them ; but he was 
defeated, and they killed him, with a number of his followers, 
and pillaged the outlying parts of the country. They then took 
the direction towards Harad, the 'Emfr of which, who was at the 
time Bahddir the Shemsite, came out against them, slew the 
magnates among them, and broke up the cohesion of the 
remainder. When the Lord of Mekka "^^ received information 
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about them, he forbade their entry into it, and not one of them 
could go in, unless it were done by stealth. 

And in this year 784, too, did the Sultan, to whom may God 
grant mercy, who be extolled, write in favour of the proprietors 
of the upper expanse of the vale of Zebid, as to a greater share 
in the taxable produce, and this in seven cantons, namely : 
Me'wi,^*^^ Baqar, Reyydn, Ndbit, Muberrej, Niqd, and Beddniyy, 
as a perpetual alms. And he granted alms to the whole of the 
inhabitants of DAhi-Musabber, that their taxation should be 
reckoned by the ducat in every single item, excepting what was 
irrigated by the stream, and that such should be taxed at the 
rate of one exchequer quart for each ten items."^ This is 
reckoned one of his good actions. 

In this year 784 again, died the noble princess, the lady of 
the eunuch JemAlu'd-Din Tagha the 'Afdalite, the 'Eshrefite, ov» 
mother of our lord the Sultan Melik 'Eshref 'Ismd*il son of 
*Abbcis. She was the wisest woman of the age, and princess 
among the women of the princes of north and south Yemen. 

^* /Ind as she could not find among mankind her peer^ this veiled 
one chose death for her spoused 

Hers were several pious monuments and laudable deeds. 
Among those edifices was the mosque which she built opposite 
the gate of her mansion styled the " Palace of Security " 
(DAru'l-'Emdn) ^*'* in the west ward of the city of Ta*fzz. It is 
a goodly and spacious mosque. She placed in it a pond and 
places for ablution, bringing to it a canal of water, so that the 
people derived therefrom a common advantage. She possessed 
many noble qualities and used to do much good. At her 
death she emancipated many slave-women and men-seryants, 
bequeathing also bountiful alms to the poor by vow and to f. 303^ 
paupers, ^*^ as well as to a number of persons specified by name. 
She made a bequest of a pilgrimage and of a pious visitation."*^ 
Thus hath said *Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite, to whom 
may God be gracious : " So the Sultan, on whom be the mercy 
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of God, who be extolled, invited me to perform that pilgrimage 
and pious visitation in her name, bestowing on me a travelling 
outfit allowance of four thousand dirhems ; and when I returned 
from the pilgrimage and pious visitation, he granted me a 
consideration out of the dues on my land and date-palms then 
possessed, as a reduction to be continual, perpetual, established. 

^1 May God reward him for me with a most excellent reward." 

And in this year 784 died the judge Jemdlu'd-Dfn Muhammed 
son of Ibrahfm the Skinner (Jellid). He was skilful in the 
science of computation respecting the sphere, and he built a 
college in the city of Zebfd for the people of his persuasion, 
followers of 'Ebii Hanffa. May God have mercy on him. He 
ceased not to be in the service of the Sultan until he had filled 
the office of the four collectorships. The Sultan Melik *Afdal 
had given Harad to him as a fief, and then Feshdl. He died 
when he was controller in the frontier stronghold at *Aden, 
where he was for a season both controller and governor, this 
never having happened to anyone before him. His death 
occurred in the month of the latter Jumddd in this year (August- 
September, 1382). May God, who be extolled, have mercy 
on him. 

In the year A.H. 785 (A.D. 1383-4) the Sultan came down to 
the western seaboard in the month of Muharrem (March-April), 
staying there. And in the month of the latter Jumadd (August) 
*Imrdn the Sebakhite went forth to the Ma^dziba country and 
agreed with them in causing troubles in the land, although he 
had been one of the privy attendants on the Sultan. His 
unworthy act was an indication of his vile origin. He and the 
Ma^dziba tribesmen made a foray with a strong force. The 
fleetest-horsed of the troops went against them and overtook 
them when they had already lifted a certain amount of cattle. 

ovr Those collections of men turned upon them and killed 'Ebii- 
Bekr son of the Demirddshite and Ddwud son of Hasan son 
of *Aliyy the Disdainful (*El-'Enif), besides capturing one of the 
Sultan's servants, the eunuch Safiyyu*d-Dfn Jewher the China- 
man, together with a slave-guardsman and an Abyssinian slave. 
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The eunuch fled to them. After this they committed all sorts 
of mischief in the regions and multiplied their misdeeds in the 
land. The season was not favourable for an expedition against 
them, or for a blockade of their country. 

At this date the judge Sherefu'd-Dfn Huseyn son of *Aliyy 
of Miyd-Fdriqfn was appointed controller in the fortified frontier 
stronghold (*Aden), he being a man pleasant in society and 
clever in conducting affairs. 

In the month of Sha'bin (October) the supreme cavalcade 
proceeded from the western low seaboard to the capital Ta4zz. 
His fast of the month of Ramadin was performed in the city 
of Ta*izz, and there arrived at court the highly considered 
Sherff, the great 'Em(r, Diwiid son of Muhammed son of Ddwiid 
son of *Abdu*lldh son of Yahyd son of Hasan son of Hamza 
son of Selmdn son of Hamza, lord of the San*d' of Yemen ^*^^ 
and Sultan of the Sherifs of the epoch. He was received with 
honour and respect, consideration and kindness ; for never has 
it failed to occur that a paucity of regards occasions estrange- 
ment among men, even though they chance to be blood 
relations. 

In the month of Dhii'l-Qaya the eunuch 'Eminuy-Dfn 'Ehyef «vr 
put his secretary 'Abdu'l-LatiT son of Muhammed son of Mu*min 
to the torture in so severe a way that he died under the infliction 
on the 1st of Dhii'l-Hijja in this year 785 (24th January, 1384), 
and he confiscated the whole of his property that could be 
discovered. 

In this year died the very eminent judge Shemsu'd-Dfn f- 304* 
Muhammed son of 'Ahmed son of Saqr, of Damascus, the 
Ghassanite, who was an intelligent, well-instructed judge, con- 
versant with various branches of science. He had filled the 
office of Judge of Judges in the region of Yemen for a long 
space of time in the days of Mujdhid, and for an interval in 
the days of 'Afdal, as well as in the commencement of the 
epoch of Melik 'Eshref, until he died in the latter days of the 
month of Shewwdl in the said year 785 (26th December, 1383). 
May God have mercy on him. In succession to him was 
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appointed to the chief judgeship the judge Wejfhu*d-Dfn 
*Abdu'r-Rahmdn son of *Aliyy son of *Abbds the Reader, who 
was an exemplary man, excellent, intelligent, and wise. 

In the year A.H. 786 (A.D. 1384-5) the Sultan proceeded to 
the capital Zebfd in the beginning of Muharrem (23rd February, 
1384), and remained therein. The judge Wej{hu*d-Dfn *Abdu'r- 
Rahmdn son of Muhammed son of Yiisuf the *Alewite came to 
court from the northern cantons, having with him a body of 
troops. When they reached the limit of the country of the 
Ma*dziba tribe, horsemen of this Ma*dziba tribe swarmed up 
©vr against them, Miisi son of *Akiir, chief of the Benu-Ya*qub, 
being at that time among them. When the troops saw them 
they prepared their weapons for combat, and a fight was carried 
on for a portion of the day, when the son of *Akur was killed, 
his head cut off, carried away by the troops and brought to 
Zebfd by them in the latter part of Muharrem (21st March, 
1384). In the month of Safer there came to court from Mekka 
f- 305' the Venerated the 'Emfr Shemsu'd-Dfn *Aliyy son of Hasan 
Suqaym, and was received with the fullest attentions and most 
marked cordiality, the Sultan granting him a flattering audience. 
After he had become accustomed to his sojourn there were 
reported to the Sultan a number of his expressions, for which 
the Sultan commanded that he should be chastened, but not 
hurt. After a while he was entreated in the matter, pardoned 
him, and set him at liberty. 

In this year yS6 the Sultan gave orders for the building of 
the village of the fastness that is on the west of the Mahall- 
Qilqil. He commanded also that letters patent should be 
written in their favour for the lightening of their taxes there, 
in the Ddhi ^*^ district, and in the valley, as an encouragement 
to them to bar that pass ^"^ to the incursjions of the depredators 
towards the road leading to the date-groves and towards the 
valley. But the tax-collectors did not consent to this, as they 
had to consider another matter also. So on the day of new 
moon in the month of the former Jumddd (i8th June, 1384), 
the Ma'dziba tribesmen attacked the date-gardens with a great 
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force, the Sultan himself being there at the time. He gave 
the word to his troops to sally forth in quest of them. They 
therefore went out in all speed, and routed them. There was ovo 
killed from among the Ma'dziba men *Umer son of Hasan son 
of *Aqad, who was the bravest of their horsemen. There were 
killed with him a party of them, and there was made prisoner 
the son of *Imrdn the Sebakhite, who was surnamed Weshshdh 
(Wishdh?). When the troops brought him to the gate of the 
palace, the Sultan ordered him to be put to death. 

In the middle of the month of the former Jumdda the judge 
Shihibu'd-Dfn 'Ahmed son of 'Ebii-Bekr the Nashirite was 
installed as judge in the city of Zebfd the capital, and of its 
dependencies, in lieu of the judge *Ibrdhfm son of *Ahmed the 
Tihdmite. 

In the latter part of the month of the former Jumddd the 
Sultan detached the divinely aided troops to the country of 
the Ma'iziba tribesmen, and he gave to understand to the lord 
of Feshal and to the lord of Qahma that they were to meet 
the forces of the Sultan at a time which he had already specified 
to them. So each of them arrived from a (different) direction, 
and death overtook them on all sides, so that they imagined 
it had enclosed them. They retreated, therefore, in the direction f. 305* 
of the sea, so that the sword destroyed a part of them and the 
sea the other part. There were drowned a large number of 
their women and of their children, and a number of their houses 
became lost, as not one of their members was left alive. 

At this date the judge Wejfhu'd-Din *Abdu'r-Rahmdn son of 
Muhammed the *Alewite was appointed collector in the Surdud ^1 
cantons, where he remained but a very short time, being removed 
thence on the ist of the month Rejeb (iSth August). And in 
the course of this month of Rejeb the judge Shihdbu*d-Dfn 
'Ahmed son of *Umer son of Mu'aybid was named controller 
in the fortified frontier station in *Aden, where he conducted 
himself so as to be thanked. The Sultan proceeded from Ta*izz 
to Zebfd on the i6th of Sha*bdn (ist October, 1384); and in the 
month of Ramaddn the judge Wejfhu'd-Dfn 'Abdu'r-Rahmin 
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son of Muhammed the *Alewite received the appointment to the 
district of Lahj as collector of the arrears of taxes. When he 
had set out on the journey, there was reported to the Sultan 
about him something that turned his feelings and public acts 
against him. He therefore sent after him to the governor at 
Lahj, who was the 'Emfr Shuji*u*d-D(n *Umer son of Suleyman 
the 'Ibbite, to remain in his government, and when Wejih the 
*Alewite reached him, to seize him and conduct him to the 
fortified frontier post under arrest. So when the judge Wejfhu'd- 
Dfn came to the border of the district, he wrote to the 'Emir 
Shuji*u'd-Dm the *Ibbite, informing him of his arrival at the 
said canton. The 'Emfr Shujd'u'd-Dfn the 'Ibbite went forward 
with a strong force of troops, and when they had met he made 
him acquainted with the mandate of the Sultan which he had 
received, and then proceeded with him in his suite to *Aden. 
When they had entered there he delivered him over to the 
deputies, who took him from him and consigned him to the 
*^^ prison there. He remained there in chains for sixteen months. 
The Sultan performed his Ramadin fast of this year 786 in the 
palace at the Sandhill (Qawz) near Zebfd ; and towards the 
end of Ramaddn (November, 1384) the eunuch Jemdlu'd-Din 
Merjdn came to court with horsemen of the Benii Beshir clan of 
the Ma'aziba tribe to ask an amnesty for them from the Sultan, 
who accordingly granted them a full amnesty. 

In the month of Shewwdl the Sultan gave orders for the 
construction of a mart in the village of Mimlah, so that the 
troops stationed near it, as well as others besides, might be able 
to supply themselves with necessaries. On the ist of Dhii'l- 
f. 306* Qa*da the supreme cortege proceeded to the city of Ta'izz, and 
in the course of this month of Dhii'l-Qa'da in this year yS6 
(December, 1384 -January, 1385) the Sultan gave the order for 
the execution of the son of Shercf of San*d', an envoy between 
himself and the 'Imdm, whom he accused of having acted with 
treachery in his mission and revealed some secret confided 
to him by the Sultan. In consequence the Sultan commanded 
him to be put to death for his misdeed. It is one of the 
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maxims laid down by princes that they will pardon any fault 
and will forgive any great or small offence, save three only ; for 
they will not overlook a disclosure of a secret, a detraction on 
the state, or an intrigue with their female relations. 

In this year 786 again did the Sultan give orders for the 
enlargement of the corn measures at Zebfd and its cantons, cva 
The capacity of the Zebid corn measure called the Sunquriyy, 
as having been fixed by Sunqur the 'Atd-Bek, was of two 
hundred and forty dirhems ; and so it remained for a long space 
of time. It had an increase of eighty dirhems made to it 
subsequently by one of the rulers, so that it became a measure 
of the capacity of three hundred and twenty dirhems, at which 
it remained for a long time, until the close of the reign of 
Sultan Melik MujAhid. But when it was the year 761, an 
increase of forty dirhems was again made to it by Jemdl 
son of *Arus, who was the controller of the excise in Zebid 
at that time, and by Shihdb son of the Khirtabirtite, who 
was then governor of Zebfd. This was the extent of the 
discussion on the subject. Later on the controllers of excise in 
Zebfd made a plaything of it, and they would increase its size 
in an unascertainable manner. When the question became 
a scandal in the reign of Sultan Melik *Afdal, and when Sultan 
Melik 'Eshref began to reign, then the Sultan, on whom be 
God's mercy, took the matter into his consideration, and it was 
ascertained that this state of things was detrimental to the 
subjects and of no benefit to the exchequer. So when the 
subject had been well examined, the Sultan, on whom may God 
have mercy, commanded that the capacity should be established 
permanently at four hundred dirhems, saying : " Were we to 
abolish the whole of the scandalous augmentations at once, this cvi 
would itself be manifestly a scandalous thing ; therefore will 
we abolish them little by little." But when there happened 
what occurred in this year as to the rise of prices and scarcity of 
corn, the Sultan ordered that the Zebfd measure should contain 
five hundred dirhems, having in view the object of lightening 
the market rate to the people for the time. This increase 
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.became permanent, and thereby all the cultivators were made 
to suffer loss, while everybody besides them were gainers. 
t 3o6'> In the end of the year the Sultan set out for the west seaboard 
country, entering it in the latter days of the month of Dhii'l-Hijja 
(January, 1385). 

In the year A.H. 787 (a.d. 1385-6) the Sultan detached the 
'Emfr Shemsu'd-Din *Aliyy son of Muhammed the Wishi'ite 
with a hundred horsemen to Qahma as a reinforcement to the 
lord thereof at that time, he being the *Em{r Baha'u*d-Din 
Bahidir the Latifite. He gave them orders to make a raid 
against the Benu-Ya*qub. So they attacked them in Qihira, 
which they burnt, making booty of their cattle, and ruining 
their condition. They begged for quarter as to their lives on 
surrendering their horses to the court of the Sultan. The 
Sheykhs of the Benu-Ya*qub came to court, and the Sultan 
granted them an amnesty, clothing them with robes of honour. 

The Sultan next detached the 'Emir Fakhru'd-Dfn 'Ebii- 
Bekr son of Bahddir the Sunbulite to pitch his camp against 
the people of Haneka,'*^® and troops from the court of the 
«A^ Sultan proceeded with him ; the above-mentioned Washi*ite, 
with his followers, being also attached to him. And at this 
date Seldm the Jahfelite arrived at the court of the Sultan 
under the sovereign amnesty, and the Sultan received him 
with favour. 

A present from the lands of Egypt was brought to court 
on the nth of the latter Rebf* (7th May, 1385); and on the 
2 1st of the same month the supreme cortege proceeded to 
Ta*izz. On the Sunday, 2nd of the former Jumdda (4th June, 
1385), there arrived at the court of the Sultan the principal 
items of the taxes. The Sultan remained at Ta'izz until the 
6th of the latter Jumddd (nth July), and then proceeded to the 
western low seaboard, entering Zebfd on the loth (15th July). 

During the night before Monday the 22nd of that month 
(23rd July) died the wezir, the judge Niiru'd-Din *Aliyy son of 
the judge Taqiyyu'd-D(n *Umer son of 'Ebii'l-Qdsim son of 
Mu'aybid, wezfr to Sultan Melik 'Eshref. He was a perfect 
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man, prudent, enterprising, munificent, generous, intelligent, 
sagacious, a graduate in many of the sciences, fortunate in his 
endeavour, acceptable with the Sultan, looked on with awe by 
the officers of state, a lover of science and the learned, a good 
administrator, and perfect chief. 

" /// him were features found in tlie sun^ in the winds^ in the 
clouds, in the seas, and in lions*^ 

The duration of his term of office as wezi'r was six years f. 307' 
four months and twenty-two days ; and in the night before 
Wednesday the 24th of the latter Jumddd (25th July) the ^f^\ 
judge Sherefu'd-Dfn Huseyn son of *Aliyy of Miyd-Fdriqfn was 
appointed to the office of wezfr in place of the judge Niiru'd-Dfn 
*Aliyy son of *Umer son of Mu'aybid. 

On the 8th of Rejeb (12th August, 1385). there arrived at 
the court of the Sultan gifts from the lord of Dehlek,^**^ among 
them an elephant, some wild beasts, and other things besides 
these that are esteemed rarities. The Sultan proceeded to the 
seaside on the i8th of Rejeb (22nd August), remaining at the 
village of Metina ^**^ for a time, and then returning to Zebfd on 
the 23rd of that month (27th August). 

On the 1st of Sha*bdn (3rd September) there came to the 
Sultan information that the 'ImAm was raising immense levies 
with the design of issuing forth against some of the districts. 
Letters next came in saying that the 'Imdm was intending to 
make an expedition against Ta*izz. News of this was received 
in the morning of Friday the 24th of the month (29th September), 
and late on that day did he go forth and began to march in the 
latter part of the night before Saturday the 25th with the object 
of reaching Ta*izz. On that very day did the 'Imdm attack 
Jubla and pillaged a part of it, as the inhabitants thereof had 
retreated. The Sultan entered Ta*izz on Monday the 27th of 
Sha'bdn (2nd October) ; and when the 'Imdm was informed 
of the arrival of the Sultan, he turned back in retreat ; but his 
soldiery had already committed excesses in the country. The 
VOL. II. II 
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Sultan remained at Ta*izz, and performed there the month's 
fast of Ramaddn. 

On the 25th of this month (27th October) was the judge 
^""^ Wejfhu'd-Dfn *AbduV-Rahmdn son of 'Aliyy son of *Abbds 
appointed wezfr, he being already the judge of judges, as we 
have recorded above. And in the course of Ramadan aforesaid 
news was received of the rise of Timurlenk ^*** the Turk, and of 
his having achieved the domination of the realm of the east, he 
being then on his way against Syria. 

At the festival of the close of the fast in this year ySj 
(ist November, 1385) orders were given by the Sultan to his 
sons to mount their horses for the parade-ground, they not 
having appeared in public before this time. 
f. 307t» In this year 787, again, died the eunuch 'Eminu'd-Din 'Ehyef 

the Mujdhidite. He was a peremptory man, impetuous in 
assault, hard-headed, quick to shed blood, absolute in his 
behests, hasty-tempered, coarse-mannered, prudent, enterprising, 
wily, abstinent, gigantic of stature, hardy in endurance. He was 
brave in battle, persevering, and true to the Sultan. He served 
four successive Sultans, Meliks Mu'eyycd, Mujdhid, 'Afdal, and 
'Eshref. He used to honour the learned and pay them respect ; 
he was possessed of noble moral qualities and a sincere 
persuasion. He continued as governor of Zebid for fifteen 
years, all but a few days. He had but little covetousness for 
the money of the people ; he was religious in heart, and never 
remained otherwise than in perfect canonical purity ; had no 
idea of dissimulation, but was prodigal of the sword. He put 
to death a great number of men, some justly, others on false 
grounds. May God forgive him. 
©AT And in this year 787, also, locusts in great numbers made 

their appearance in Yemen, destroying the greater part of the 
sown crops in the country, and also a part of the date-palms 
in the vale of Zebfd. On the ist of Dhii'l-Qa^da the Sultan 
proceeded to Zebfd, which he entered on the Sth of that month 
(Sth December, 1385), and on the 6th appointed the eunuch 
Jemdlu'd-Dfn Merjan to be governor of that city, appointing 
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also on the 9th Dhii'l-Hijja the eminent jurist Jemdlu'd-Dfn 
Muhammed son of *Abdu'lIih the Reymite to the chief justice- 
ship of the Yemenite realm, he being at the time the paragon of 
the epoch in science, 

" The most learned of the learned^ and the ocean unlimited^ while 
every sea has a shored 

On the 20th of Dhii'l-Hijja the Sultan proceeded from Zebfd 
in the direction of the northern cantons, where he remained 
until the end of the year. . [f. 308* is not 

In the year A.H. 788 (A.D. 1386-7) the Sultan was in the house's /*ra^/V 
northern cantons, where he sojourned until the festival of the *^^Py-l 
loth of Muharrem (loth February, 1386), resolving then to 
return to Zebfd. On his reaching Qahma on the 12th of 
Muharrem, his whole brother, Melik Mansiir *Abdu'lldh son 
of *Abbas, went on, in the intention of proceeding to Feshdl, 
but met with a party of the marauding Arabian tribesmen, he 
being mounted on a she-mule apart from his attendants and 
slaves, none of whom were with him, save only two individuals 
from among them. The horsemen made a charge upon him, 
whereas he had taken them to belong to the soldiery. When 
they charged upon him he had no weapons with him, and no ©ap 
beast to ride excepting the she-mule on which he was mounted ; 
so he drew forth his mace and urged his beast against one 
of them. But another attacked him in flank and stabbed him 
with his spear, by which his spirit flowed forth. May God, who 
be exalted, have mercy on him. He was borne to Zebfd, and 
thence to Ta*izz, where he was buried in the mausoleum of his 
father on the 15th of Muharrem. The Sultan's entry into 
Zebfd took place on Wednesday, when he gave orders for the 
recitation of the Qur'dn over him in the mosque of Zebfd for 
seven days. 

On the 17th of Muharrem the Sultan detached a force of t 308'' 
troops against the country of the Ma*dziba tribe, but they did 
not meet with a single individual in the district. They therefore 
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pillaged and burnt the villages, but could neither take or find 
one human being. 

On the 1st of the month of Safer the Sultan gave orders for 
there to be written a broadsheet mandate in favour of the 
inhabitants of the vale of Sihdm. giving them, as an elee- 
mosynary concession, an increase in their share of the fixed 
revenue ; and this was one of his pious deeds. At that date, 
also, was the 'Emfr *Izzu'd-Din Hiba son of Muhammed son of 
Fakhr appointed governor of Zebfd, and he followed out an 
exemplary course of conduct in respect of the whole of the 
people. Everyone of the inhabitants benefited through his 
governorship, each one according to his particular degree. 

In the middle of the aforesaid month of Safer the 'Emfr 
©^ BahA*u*d-Dfn Bahddir the Shemsite engaged in a battle with 
the Maqdsira tribe, and there were killed a certain number of 
them, whose heads, to the amount of about fifty, were carried 
to the gate of the Sultan. And on the i8th of that month of 
Safer there came to court the judge Wejfhu'd-Din *Abdu'r- 
Rahmdn son of Muhammed the *Alewite by the command of 
the Sultan, he having been in the prison of *Aden as we formerly 
mentioned. The Sultan accorded him an amnesty and took 
him as a familiar about his person, he having ascertained his 
innocence in respect of what had been reported as having been 
spoken by him. He was one of those men perfect in their 
opinions and wisdom, in chieftainship, nobility, virtues, and 
kindness. 

On the 30th of the said month of Safer the Arabian tribes- 
men dismounted from their horses and surrendered them to the 
'Emfr Bahd*u*d-Dfn Bahddir the Shemsite, after he had forced 
them to evacuate their country, and had killed a number of 
their cavaliers. 

On the 17th of the former Rebf* (29th March, 1386) presents 
arrived at court for the Sultan from the lands of Egypt ; and 
they were accompanied by a party of the silk manipulators of 
Alexandria. On the 13th of the latter Rebi* there reached 
court thirty-four of the horses of the Arabian tribesmen, sent by 
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Bahd the Shemsite, he arriving himself with the remainder on 
the i6th of that month (14th May, 1386). He also brought 
with him the revenue of the northern cantons. On the 19th of 
that month a conflagration broke out in the frontier stronghold f. 309' 
at *Aden, which was very destructive, consuming a considerable «ai 
portion of the city in houses, with much property. No cause 
could be learnt for the occurrence, so much so that some one 
suggested that the fire thereof must have descended from the 
sky. The might of God is more than sufficient to effect such 
a result 

The Sultan went down to the groves of date-palms on the 
Saturday the 4th of Jumddd the first (2nd June, 1386) and 
remained at the groves or at the seaside until the 20th (i8th 
June), returning then to Zebfd, remaining there until the 25th, 
and then proceeding to Ta4zz in safety, reaching it on Sunday 
the 4th of the latter Jumddd ( ist July). 

On the 30th of the latter Jumddd (27th July) trouble broke 
out between the inhabitants of Jubla and the people of Ta*ker, 
with others. They fought a severe battle on the first day, but 
on the day following they of Jubla sustained a crushing defeat, 
the city was pillaged, and some of its people migrated to 'Ibb. 

In the month of Rejeb (August) the 'Emir Bahd'u'd-Dfn the 
Shemsite made an attack on the Wd'idhdt tribe,^*^* killing 
a number of them, and taking others prisoners. They had 
stretched forth their hands to sow trouble and to infest the 
public highways, so when he attacked them they betook them- 
selves to concealment. 

On the 20th of Sha'bin in this year 788 (12th September, 1386) 
the great *Emir, the illustrious and nobly descended Sherff 
Shihdbu'd-Dfn 'Ebii-Suleymdn 'Ahmed son of *Ajldn son of «av 
Rumeytha son of 'Ebu-Numeyy, lord of Mekka, which may God 
defend, who be exalted, ceased to live. He was a munificent, 
generous 'Emfr, a clement prince, of kind bearing to the 
territories and to their inhabitants. In his time many merchants 
conceived a desire to take up their residence in Mekka, by 
reason of his justice and affability. When he died at the 
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date aforesaid, there arose after him his son Muhammed son 
of 'Ahmed. His father had, at one period of his life, imprisoned 
a party of Sherffs, one of them being *Indn son of Mughdnis 
son of Rumeytha, also two sons of his paternal uncle Bugheyya 
son of Rumeytha, one of whom had his own son with him. 
And these had already indisposed in respect of the Sherff 
'Ahmed certain of the relay-guards ^**'* in the town, so that they 
escaped from him and went forth from Mekka out of fear of him. 
They were followed up by his brother Muhammed son of *Ajldn 
to the place in which they were, and he proposed to them that 
f. 309^ they should return. But as they expressed a want of confidence, 
he offered himself as responsible to them for his brother's 
consent in all respects, and that no harm should ever happen 
to them from him. They therefore returned to Mekka. When 
they had entered Mekka the Sherif 'Ahmed gave orders for 
their apprehension and imprisonment. His brother then came 
to him and remonstrated, saying : " Verily, I made myself 
guarantee to these people on thy part ; disappoint me not then 
«AA in respect of them, for either thou wilt be satisfied with them, or 
thou shouldest allow them to depart and return to the place 
where they were; after which, do whatever thou judge proper." 
But he did not do so, and his brother again spoke and said : 
" Since thou wilt not do either of the things I have proposed, do 
thou then imprison me with them ; for I am he who brought 
them here." So he ordered him to be imprisoned with them, 
and they remained incarcerated for two or three years during 
the lifetime of the Sherif 'Ahmed. When he died at the 

• 

specified date, and his son Muhammed succeeded to him as 
ruler, some counsellor suggested to him that they should have 
their eyes seared, as *Indn son of Mughdnis had already fled 
from his place of confinement. So the Sherff Muhammed son 
of 'Ahmed gave orders to sear the eyes of the rest, and they had 
their eyes seared in their prison-house on one and the same day, 
without any offence to warrant it. 

In this year 788 the Sultan performed the month's fast in 
the city of Ta*izz ; and on the first day of the said month of 
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Ramaddn the Sultan appointed the judge Muwaffaqu'd-Dfn 
*Aliyy son of 'Ahmed the Der'dnite controller in the city of 
Ta*izz, and the 'Emfr Bedru'd-Dfn Muhammed son of *Aliyy 
the Shemsite governor thereof. In the course of (the month of) 
Shewwdl the Sultan proceeded to Zebfd, and entered it on the 
14th of the month (4th November). When the 8th of Dhii'l- 
Qa^da was come (27th November) a conflagration burnt down 
the village of the Lower Mimldh next Zebfd. It was a terrible 
fire, and therein perished a number of human beings, while much oai 
property was destroyed in cattle and effects. It happened that 
the fire broke out when the people were away from their homes 
at the congregational Friday noon service of worship, and they 
were not able to get back in time to save anything. 

On the 1st of Dhu'l-Hijja the book named " Tefqfh ff sherhft- 
Tenbih " (the Judicial Exposition, a Commentary on the " Ad- 
monition "), a production of the most eminent judge Jemdlu'd- 
D(n Muhammed son of *Abdu'llih the Reymite, was borne on 
the heads of law-students from the house of the author to the 
Sultan's audience with an accompaniment of kettledrums. It 
was in twenty-four parts, and the Sultan made him a present 
of forty-eight thousand dirhems (about ;£^i,20o) as a token of 
honour to science and an advancement of its grade, since it is 
a blessing in this world and in the life hereafter. 

At about the same date was put to death the Sherff Jemdlu'd- 1 3io* 
Din Muhammed son of 'Ahmed son of *Ajlin, lord of Mekka 
the Venerated. This took place because the Sherff *Indn son 
of Mughdnis, on escaping from his prison in Mekka after the 
death of his paternal uncle, 'Ahmed son of *Ajldn, as we have 
already recorded, proceeded to Egypt and presented himself at 
the court of the Sultan, to whom he demonstrated what had 
been the course pursued by the Sherff Muhammed son of 
'Ahmed after the death of his father the Sherif 'Ahmed son of 
*Ajldn, and how he had seared the eyes of the above-mentioned 
parties, they being of his family and of the descendants of the ©v 
Apostle of God, whom may God greet and salute, and in the 
sacred city of God, whereas no preceding act of theirs had 
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called for this treatment. When the Sultan had listened to his 
discourse, he appointed him to take charge of the government 
of Mekka, and *InAn returned to Mekka in the train of the 
'Emfr of the Pilgrim-Caravan. As they arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mekka, the Sherff Muhammed son of *Ahmed son 
of *Ajldn issued forth to meet the litter sent by the Sultan, 
acting according to the usual custom. When he alighted on 
his feet to offer his compliment, as was the etiquette, he was 
put to death, and his valets, servants, slaves, with others in 
his suite, sons of his paternal uncle, took to flight ; many of 
the pilgrims, too, were plundered on that day. *Inin entered 
Mekka as its governor, there being conjoined with him in its 
rule a son of his paternal uncle, Muhammed son of *AjlAn, whose 
eyes had been seared. 

In this year 788 died Melik Mes^iid 'Abdu'lldh son of the 
Sultan Melik Mujdhid in the village of Seldma in the rural 
district of Hays on the 29th of Muharrem (ist March, 1386). 

f. 310^ In the same year died also the great 'Emfr, the most illustrious 
and highly considered Sherif, Hasan son of 'Idris the Hamzite, 
who was one of the most generous Sherffs and eminent chiefs. 
The Sultan gave orders for the recitation of the Qur'An over him 
0^1 for three days in Ta*izz. His death took place in the month of 
Ramaddn in this said year. And again, there died therein the 
great 'Emir, most illustrious and very highly esteemed, the 
honoured Sherif, Sultan of Sherifs, Ddwiid son of Muhammed 

f. 311* son of 'Idris son of *Abdu'llAh son of YahyA son of Hasan 
son of Hamza son of Suleymdn son of Hamza, lord of San*d*. 
His death took place in the village of Mimldh next Zebid. 
The Sultan furnished him a funeral at an expense of four 
thousand dirhems, and ordered him to be buried in a mausoleum 
where the Sultan had already interred one of his own sons. 
The wezfr recited the burial service over him, and the Sultan 
was present at his interment, as well as others besides him of 
the whole of the population. The jurist SirAju'd-Dfn *Abdu*l- 
Latff son of 'Ebii-Bekr the Sherjite descended into his grave 
and placed him in the canonical position on his side, the Sultan, 
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whom God cause to have success, being at the brink of the 
grave. He was a munificent Sherif, with exalted views. He 
died on the i8th of Dhu'l-Qa*da in the year 788 ; may God have 
mercy on him, who be extolled. 

In the year A.H. 789 (a.d. 1387-8) the supreme cavalcade 
proceeded to the capital city of Ta*izz, and entered it on the 
3rd Muharrem (24th January, 1387). In the latter part of that 
month the 'Emfr Bah4'u'd-Dfn the Shemsite arrived at the 
court of the Sultan with what he had in his charge out of 
the revenues of the northern district. He brought with him 
also a large quantity of rarities and oflferings. . The Sultan gave 
orders for the whole of the troops to go out and meet him. o^r 
They went out in consequence, the Sultan being in the Shejira 
palace. 

In the month of Safer the Hamzite Sherffs took leave of the 
Sultan, desiring to return to their homes. He granted them 
leave and gave them for their travelling expenses fifty-six 
thousand dirhems in the new 'Eshrefiyy coinage. In the month 
of the former Rebf* the 'Imdm and the tribe of Hemddn made f. 311' 
their peace, restoring to the Sultan the fortress of Wefira, so 
that there remained in their possession merely Dhemermer. 
The chief of the 'Ismd'iliyya faction at that time was the 
Sheykh Fakhru'd-Dfn, who assumed the name of *Abdu'114h 
son of *Aliyy son of Muhammed *El-'Enif in the Yemenite 
peninsula. 

On the 27th of that month, the former Rebi' (17th April, 
1387), the Sultan proceeded to the western seaboard, entering 
Zebfd on the 3rd of the latter Rebi' (21st April), and remaining 
there until the i6th (4th May). He then proceeded to the 
palace designated Sirydqiis, at the head of the vale of ZeWd, 
stayed there three days, and then returned to his pavilion in 
the palace of Ddru'n-Nasr on the 19th. The first of the 
Saturday palm-grove junketings (Subiit) was on the 23rd 
(nth May), and the Sultan went down to the groves on 
Saturday the 8th of the first Jumddd (25th May). The day 
following, the 9th, being Sunday, he proceeded to the seaside, 
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and remained there until Friday the 13th, when he returned to 
the date-groves. 
*^r In the month of the latter Jumddd a fire took place in ZeWd 

in the quarter of the commercial warehouses of Hassin on the 
ninth day (24th June) ; and about this date the 'Emfr Bahi'u*d- 
Dfn the Shemsite proceeded to his province. The 'Em{r 
Fakhru'd-Dfn the Sunbulite went also to Jeththa in quality 
of its feudal lord. The Sultan proceeded from the date-groves 
to Zebfd on the 15th of the month, and on the i6th (ist July) 
a goodly treasure came in from the 'Emfr Bahd the Shemsite, 
together with heads of decapitated marauders to the number 
of about fifty. On the 22nd the Sultan proceeded from Zebfd 
to the capital city Ta*izz, his entry into which took place on the 
1st of Rejeb (24th June). On the Friday of (the month of) 
Sha*ban a violent storm of rain fell in the vicinities of Zebid ; 
the sky being darkened over at midday before the congregational 
service of worship, and a flash of lightning occurred that day in 
the district of Sammd*, part of the vale of Rima*, which struck 
three individuals who were under a tree in the place, and they 
were killed on the spot. On the isth of Sha*bdn (28th August) 
there happened in the neighbourhood of *Aden a succession 
of shocks of earthquake during several days, under the effects 
of which some houses fell down in *Aden, and the people in 
their fright thereat had recourse to recitations of the Qur'dn, 
and to readings of the apostolic legends, from Bukhdriyy, of the 
f. 312* words and deeds of the messenger of God, on whom be God's 
greeting and salutation, 
o^j" On the sth of the month of Ramadan there arrived at court 

the judge Niiru'd-Din *Aliyy son of *Umer the Mahallite, 
a merchant of Kdrim, with a splendid present from the lands 
of Egypt for the Sultan, who showed him great honour. And 
in this same month of Ramaddn did the 'Imdm attack the 
city of Retim,^***^ pillaging therefrom a considerable amount 
of property, and killing a number of its inhabitants ; he, too, 
having a portion of his followers slain. When the 'Imdm 
returned thence, his troops attacked 'Erbib,^*^^ destroyed its 
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seed-crops, and were then opposed by the inhabitants in arms. 
These fought with them, killed a number of them, pillaged many 
of their tents, taking their provisions and their baggage. 

On the 3rd of Shewwdl (14th October) the Sultan proceeded 
to Juwwa, remaining there some days. He appointed the judge 
Sherefu'd-Dfn Huseyn son of *Aliyy of MiyA-Fariq{n controller 
in the frontier stronghold at 'Aden in place of the judge 
Muwaffaqu'd-Dfn the Der'dnite, naming at the same time the 
judge Shemsu'd-Din *Aliyy son of Muhammed son of Hassan 
governor thereof. There arrived at court from Dehlek an 
offering, in which was an elephant, a cameleopard, an ostrich, 
and sundry wild beasts. 

In the month of Dhu'l-Qa*da (November-December) the 
*ImAm collected together the forces of the east country, and 
marched against *Aden with them, his arrival at Lahj occurring 
on Sunday the 13th of that month (24th November). He drew «1« 
out his forces against *Aden, and the people of *Aden sallied 
forth against them, fighting with them vehemently. A number 
of his troops were killed, as also a party of the men of *Aden. 
He broke up from before *Aden on the 25th (6th December), 
as a man of his suite, who was a valiant, enterprising horseman, 
was wounded by an arrow at the very gate of *Aden, and died 
towards the close of the day or the latter part of the night, 
as God best knows. There also broke out among his followers 
a violent malady and speedy death ; so he continued his retreat 
towards his own country, turning aside for nothing whatever. 

In this year 789 again, the Sherif *Aliyy son of *Ajldn arrived 
from the lands of Egypt with a goodly force, he having been 
named as the 'Emfr of Mekka the Venerated. His arrival 
there took place in the first decade of Dhii'l-Hijja (Tith-2ist 
December, 1387) ; and when the son of his paternal uncle, 
'InAm son of Mughdnis, received information of his arrival, he 
fled from Mekka and abandoned it ; wherefore *AIiyy son of 
'Ajldn entered it as the permanent ruler. 

In the year A.H. 790 (a.d. 1388) the Sultan gave orders for f. 3i2»» 
the edification of the mosque at Mimlih,^^^® the foundation of 
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which was laid on Thursday the loth of Muharrem (22nd 
January). The Sultan proceeded to SiryAqiis,^**® in the vale 
of Zebfd on the 13th of that month, and stayed there some 
*^i days until the 29th. There arrived also at court some decapi*- 
tated heads of Wa'idhat tribesmen, with whom the son of the 
*Alewite had had a battle. On the 30th of Muharrem (7th 
February) the Sultan returned to the palace DAru*n-Nasr. 

About that date intelligence came in of an irruption of the 
Sherifs into Harad ; on which the Sultan detached against 
them the 'Emfr Bedru'd-D{n Muhammed son of *Aliyy son of 
Shems, and also the 'Emir Bahd'u'd-Din Bahddir the Shemsite. 
In the middle of the month of Safer (22nd February) the 'Emfr 
Fakhru'd-Din 'Ebii-Bekr Bahddir the Sunbulite came to court 
from Jeththa with the decapitated heads of a party of the 
marauders, and with a number of prisoners, whom the Sultan 
commanded to be placed in confinement. 

On the 24th of Safer (2nd March) the judge Shihdbu'd-Dfn 
'Ahmed son of 'Ebii-Bekr the NAshirite resigned the judgeship 
of Zebfd, and the son of his paternal uncle, the judge Jemdlu'd- 
Dfn Muhammed son of *Abdu'lldh the NAshirite, was installed 
in his stead. The *Emfr Bedru'd-Din Muhammed son of *Aliyy 
son of *lyAsy too, arrived at court to the Sultan from Ta*izz, and 
when it was the 1st of the month of the latter Rebf* (sth April) 
the Sultan named him to the government of the vale of Rima* 
as its feudal lord. 

On the 14th of the latter Reb{^ (i8th April) news came to 
the court of the entry of the divinely assisted forces into Harad, 
and of the expulsion of the marauders therefrom. On the night 
before the isth of that month a part of the village of Mimlih ^^•'^ 
©W next Zebid was burnt in a violent conflagration, quite a number 
of other places having been injured by fires in the course of this 
year. On the 17th of the month the Sultan commanded the 
return of the judge Shihdbu'd-Dfn 'Ahmed son of 'Ebii-Bekr 
the Ndshirite to the functions of his judgeship in Zebfd, re- 
placing at the same time the son of his paternal uncle, the judge 
Jemdlu'd-Din, in his former office in the districts of the western 
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low-lying seaboard. Each one of these two judges was beloved f. 313' 
by the inhabitants of his jurisdiction. 

On the 2 1 St of that month, the latter Rebi*, the stream of the 
vale of Zebfd poured down an immense flood, to such degree 
that it was said to have obtained a depth of about four fathoms. 
It drowned the country round about the date-groves (Nakhl), 
and destroyed much of the village after having devastated a 
portion of the hamlet of Mati* ^*" and of the hamlet of Hureyn,^*^^ 
together with a fragment of the meadows. It invaded their 
houses, took away their cattle, and some of their inhabitants, 
not leaving of the date plantations more than a mere trifle. It 
was a huge inundation, such as is not usual. 

The lord of Meshdr "*^ came to the court of the Sultan with 
a number of followers, and the Sultan received them on the 
23rd of the latter Reb{*, with gifts to the whole, with consideration 
and honour. And on the 14th of the former Jumddd (20th May, 
1388) there arose a dispute between the governor of Zebid, 
Hiba son of Fakhr, and the judge of the purified divine law 
in Zebfd, about a plot of the lands of the vale of Zebfd, each 
of the parties wishing to sow it for himself. The judge had sent ou 
his partners to the plot in question, and the 'Emfr sent his 
slaves to forbid their cultivating it Now when the date above 
specified was come, the judge and his partners went forth with 
a party of his auxiliaries, and the *Emfr sent a posse of his 
slaves with orders to forbid the partners, but the judge would 
not be forbidden, nor they who were with him. The slaves 
of the *Emfr therefore assailed them, drove them from the spot, 
struck the judge, and wounded him in three places. The Sultan 
was at the time in the date-groves, and when information 
reached him of what had occurred, with additions and omissions, 
he went into Zebfd late in the day on the isth, and after 
investigating the matter in detail dismissed the *Emfr from his 
government of Zebfd for his neglect of the purified divine law 
and for his excess by way of litigiousness, fining him also three 
thousand ducats, at the rate of one thousand ducats for each 
wound, as a chastisement on him, and as an amend for what 
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was due to the sacred law of God. He also appointed the 
eunuch MerjAn as governor in Zebid at the same date. 

On the 17th of the former Jumddd (23rd May) there came to 
court *Imrin the Sebakhite, and the Sheykh *Ebu-Bekr son of 
f. 313^ Seba*, under an amnesty from the 'Emir Bahd'u*d-Din the 
Latffite. The Sultan received them both graciously. He 
«^1 remained in Zebi'd until Saturday the 24th (30th May), then 
proceeded to the date-groves, remained there some days, and 
went to the seaside. On the 30th of the month of the former 
Jumidd (5th June, 1388) the Sultan reinstated the 'Emfr *Izzu*d- 
Din (Hiba son of Fakhr) in his governorship of Zebfd on account 
of his knowledge of his good conduct towards the people and of 
their affection for him. The Sultan's return from the seaside also 
then took place, and letters came in from the wezfr, the judge 
Wejihu'd-Din *Abdu*r-Rahmdn son of *Aliyy son of *Abbas, 
with intelligence of the movement of troops from the east 
country. The Sultan detached, in consequence, the eunuch 
Jemdlu*d-Dfn Thdbit and the 'Emir Bedru'd-D{n Muhammed 
son of *Aliyy son of 'lyds to Ta*izz. 

At this date the Sultan detached the 'Emfr Ghiyathu'd-Din 
*Isd son of Muhammed son of Hassdn to the districts of the 
north, to extract the revenues of those parts, the 'Emfr being 
a clever and useful man. He also appointed the judge 
Shihdbu'd-Din 'Ahmed son of *Umer son of Mu*aybid to get 
in the date-grove revenue of the districts of Mewza*. They 
both took their departure on the Tuesday, the 4th of the latter 
Jumdda (9th June) ; and on the 5th (loth June) a fire broke out 
in the Sultan's palace, of which a trifling portion was damaged. 
On the 9th (14th June) the Sultan went to the seaside, where 
1- the whole of the Sheykhs of the Mystics (Siifiyya) ^*** were 
assembled for the celebration of their rites with music and 
dancing on the sea-shore in the night preceding the loth of the 
said month (15th June), this being by them called the Semd*u 
Mahyd (time of coming or returning to life, in a spiritual 
sense).^*" The Sultan stayed at the seaside until Sunday the 
i6th (21st June), returning then to Zebfd. 
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The 'Emfr Ghiydthu'd-Dfn *Isd son of Muhammed son of 
Hassdn came to court with the revenues of the northern cantons, 
bringing also with them thirty horses of noble breed. The 
judge Shihdbu'd-Din 'Ahmed son of *Umer son of Mu'aybid, 
too, came in with the revenues of the Mevvza* districts. And 
the Sultan proceeded to Ta*izz on Monday the 15th of Rejeb 
(20th July). 

On the 1st day of Sha*bdn (4th August) the troops of the 
Sherifs made a raid on one of the districts of Mahdlib, driving f. 314* 
off the cattle thereof; and the 'Emir Bahi'u*d-Din the Latffite 
made a counter incursion against them, he being at the time 
governor of Mahdlib. He rescued the cattle, and took two of 
the party prisoners, one being a son of Suleymdn son of Mudrik, 
and the other a son of Yiisuf son of Hasan. He sent them with 
an escort to the court of the Sultan, who committed both of 
them to the house of correction. 

At this date did the 'Emfr Bedru*d-D(n Hasan son of the 
Khurdsdnite carry out a foray against the people of Haneka, i*l 
information having reached him that a certain one of the 
Sherffs of the east country had come to them with horses for 
sale. The 'Emfr made an attack upon them, made prisoner the 
Sherff in question, sent him to the gate of the Sultan, and killed 
a number of the inhabitants. 

In the middle of the month of Sha*bdn there arrived an 
offering from the 'Emfrs lords of the (town of) Haly of the son 
of Ya'qub through the hands of the judge Husdmu'd-Dfn *Isd 
son of *Abdu'lldh son of Helfs. And on the 4th of Ramaddn 
(5th September) was the judge *Afifu'd-Din *Abdu'lldh son of 
Muhammed the Skinner (Jelldd) made controller in the frontier 
stronghold (of *Aden) in place of the judge Sherefu'd-Dfn 
Huseyn son of *AHyy of Miyd-Fdriqfn. 

On the 17th of Ramaddn (i8th September) there arrived at 
court the judge Burhdnu*d-Din *Ibrdhfm son of *Umer of 
Mahalla in Egypt, the Kdrimite merchant,"^ with an offering 
of a large quantity, among it being eatables, drinkables, 
wearables, scents, and rarities in profusion, also horses, mules. 
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hunting dogs, and birds of the chase in great numbers, worthy 
of admiration and esteemed as presentation gifts. The Sultan, 
this year, 790, performed his month of fasting in the capital 
city of Ta'izz ; and when the 4th of Shewwal (4th October) 
was come, he proceeded to the western seaboard, and entered 
vr Zebfd on the loth of that month, remaining there until the 
30th thereof In the latter half of this month of Shewwdl an 
edict of the Sultan was promulgated placing the weekly market 
or fair of Zebfd on the Thursdays. Its weekly market, hitherto, 
had been held, as also its mart, on Fridays, and many people 
were thereby engaged in selling and buying to their exclusion 
from attendance at the congregational noonday service of 
f. 314** worship. The Sultan decreed, therefore, that this should be 
altered. 

In the night preceding the i8th of Dhii'l - Qa*da (i8th 
November) there fell a heavy storm of rain, with a violent 
tempest of wind in those parts of Hijdz that are in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Haly of the son of Ya*qub, and during that 
night there were wrecked seventeen ships that were carrying 
passengers by sea to the pilgrimage at Mekka the Venerated. 
Some said there were twenty-one ships wrecked between (the 
ports of) Mekka and the Haly of the son of Ya*qub. In them 
there perished a very great number of people, while an immense 
quantity of merchandise was destroyed. 

On the Friday, the 27th of Dhii'l-Qa'da (27th November), 
the congregational noonday service of worship was celebrated 
in the blessed cathedral which our lord the Sultan had built on 
the tumular sandhill of Qawz, the date of the commencement 
and foundation of which has already been given.^^^^ And on 
the 30th of the same month was the judge Sirdju'd-Din *Abdu'l- 
Latff son of Muhammed son of SAlim installed as collector of 
the revenue in the vale of Zebfd, after his having declined the 
office. The Sultan would not accept his excuses, so he had to 
IT submit to the imperative command. He was a paragon of the 
epoch in good deeds and strenuous exertion, in trustiness and 
in right judgment. His trustiness and his perseverance became 
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manifest to a degree never imagined as possible in anyone 
before him, and many were the oflfices laid upon him, in all 
of which did he acquit himself so as to give satisfaction. 

On the 1st of Dhii'l-Hijja was the judge Sherefu'd-Dfn 
'Ebii'l - QAsim son of *Umer son of Mu^aybid appointed 
controller in the frontier stronghold (at *Aden) in place of 
the judge *Afiru*d-Dm *AbduMldh son of Muhammed the 
Skinner (Jelldd) ; and the supreme cavalcade proceeded from 
Zebid to Ta*izz the capital on Friday the 25th of that month 
(25th December), entering Ta'izz on Monday the 28th of 
the same. 

In this year 790 died the most eminent judge, the wezfr f. S^S' 
Wejihu'd-Din *AbduV-Rahmdn son of *Aliyy son of *AbbAs, the 
professed Qur'an Reciter. He was the best of wezirs, learned in 
jurisprudence, well-informed, versed in the divine law, a master 
of syntax, and in the doctrine of inheritances, a polished writer, 
wise and intelligent, a graduate in many branches of science, 
and an inditer of excellent poetry. He became secretary of 
state correspondence in the reign of the Sultan Melik 'Afdal, 
and judge of judges in that of Melik 'Eshref, in which he after- 
wards assumed the oflfice of wezfr. He was afifably accessible 
to his colleagues. His death took place on the 24th of Dhii'l- 
Hijja, so that his tenure of the oflfice of wezir lasted three years^ 
three months, and three days. May God, who be extolled, have tp 
mercy on him. 

In the year A.H. 791 (a.d. 1388-9) the Sultan marched to the 
country of the Suhban tribe, and gave orders for several camps f. 315' 
to be pitched against them. The troops carried oflf much booty 
from their towns, and killed a number of them. So they begged 
for amnesty from the Sultan, which he accorded, and they gave 
hostages. He then commanded the camps to be raised from 
against them, and he returned to Ta*izz, entering it during the 
latter half of the month of Safer (February, 1389), remaining 
a few days, proceeding then towards the west seaboard on 
Friday the 22nd of that month, and entering Zebfd on Saturday 
the 23rd (20th February). He remained there some time, and 
VOL. II. 12 
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sent for the governors of the northern cantons, who arrived at 
court on Monday the 9th of the former Rebi* (8th March). 

In this year 791 was the judge Shihdbu'd-Din 'Ahmed son of 
*Umer son of Mu*aybid appointed wezfr, the same taking place 
on the 2nd of Safer (30th January). The *Em(r Bedru'd-Dfn 
of Khurdsan, lord of Qahma, arrived at court, as also the judge 
Wej{hu'd-Dfn *AbduV- Rahman son of Muhammed the *Alewite, 
lord of Kedrd at that time, and the *Em(r Bahd'u'd-Din the 
Latffite, lord of Qahriyya. And when the northern cantons 
became Jhus evacuated by the troops, there came down forces 
TO of the 'Imdm in the middle of the month of the former Rebf, 
who ravaged those northern cantons and were joined by many 
of the clans given to marauding. So their audacity grew bolder, 
and the 'Imim came down in person with the levies of the east 
country. The lord of Harad, the lord of Mahalib, and the lord 
of Mehjem retreated therefore, and came, all of them, to the 
court of the Sultan on the i8th of that month (17th March), and 
false rumours grew rife in the land. 

The Sultan who was then in Zebfd now gave orders for the 
construction of the second moat, which had been filled up by 
(the eunuch governor) 'Ehyef. He also repaired the second 
wall overlooking that second moat ; the commencement of 
these operations taking place on the 19th of the former Rebf* 
(i8th March). On the 23rd the Sultan ordered the 'Emfrs of 
the Cantons to return to their districts, and they marched on 
that day. 

On the 1st of the month of the latter Rebi* (26th March) the 
Sultan fitted out a goodly force, and also treasure. When these 
f. 316* reached them the headquarters of the forces were on the 
boundaries of Qahriyya ; and as reinforcements in succession 
continued to come up the marauders decamped from the 
regions, their breaking up taking place on the 8th of the 
month (2nd April), after the slaughter of about fifty of them 
in the village of 'Ebydt-Huseyn,^^^ this being on a Monday. 

The Sultan then arranged a number of jurists as professors in 
v^ the blessed cathedral named the 'Eshrefiyya in the village of 
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MimlAh,"^ commanding them to teach, to collect students, 
and to diffuse science. They were six professors : a professed 
Reciter of the Book of God, who be extolled, according to 
the seven received versions "^ of reading ; a Traditionist for 
the traditions ^*^^ of the Apostle of God, on whom may God 
bestow greeting and salutation ; a professor of the sacred divine 
law according to the school ^*^^ of the protojurist 'Ebii-'Abdi'lldh 
Muhammed son of *Abdu'lldh son of *Idris the Shifi^ite, and 
a professor of the doctrine of divinely fixed shares of in- 
heritance.^*^ He also instituted with each one of these a party 
of students ; further arranging therein for a precentor, two 
mu'edhdhins, two sextons, a preacher, a teacher to instruct 
orphans in the lecture of the Qur*dn, and a Sheykh of the 
order of the mystics. Thus hath said *Aliyy son of Hasan 
the Khazrejite ^*^ : " And I was one of the professors therein 
appointed to teach the recitation of the Qur'in according to 
the seven received versions ; and I was astonished at what 
I saw of the collection of learned men in the cathedral in 
question, and at the devotion with which each section of 
them busied themselves with what they had been invited to (f. 316'') 
undertake." 

And on Friday the 12th of the said month (of the latter Rebf*, f. 317* 
9th April) the judge Sherefu'd-Din Suleymdn son of *Aliyy 
Juneyd was appointed judge of Zebid in place of the judge 
Shihabu*d-D{n 'Ahmed son of 'Ebii-Bekr the Ndshirite. The f. 317^* 
judge Muwaffaqu*d-Din *Aliyy son of *Uthmdn Mutayyeb, too, w 
was appointed judge for those of the school of the protojurist 
'Ebii-Hanffa, on whom may God have mercy. 

On the zsth of the latter Rebi^ (22nd April) the 'Emfr 
Bahd'u'd-Dfn Bahddir the 'Eshrefite came to court, he being 
then governor of *Aden. The 'Emfr Fakhru'd-Dfn 'Ebii-Bekr 
son of Bahadir Shems, too, came to court, who had been in the 
district of 'Ebyen with a goodly force of horsemen and foot. 
On the 5th of the former Jumddd (ist May) there came in three 
slaves from among the slaves of the 'Imdm SalAh to the court of 
the Sultan, and with them there came also a man from among 
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the Arabian tribesmen, the Sultan receiving them affably and 
making them presents. 

On Monday the 7th of the former JumAda the Sultan issued 
a command to the people of Nuweydira to remove away out of 
their village, for the reason of their proximity to the walls and 
the gate. So they moved away and built for themselves a village 
between the gate of Sihdm and the gate of Shubariq, placing 
their buildings at a distance from the walls of the city. They 
remained there until the Sultan gave permission for their return 
to their village at the date of which mention will be made, God 
willing. 

In the middle of the aforesaid month of the former Jumddd, 
the 'Emir Shihdbu'd-Dfn 'Ahmed son of *Aliyy the Shemsite 
was appointed governor in the frontier stronghold (of *Aden), 
and proceeded thither ; and again, on the 30th of that month 
TA was the eunuch Jemdlu'd-D(n MerjAn appointed as feudal lord 
of Qahma, for many acts of disorder had been perpetrated by 
the Arabian tribesmen, and he speedily put a stop to their 
proceedings. 

On Saturday the 7th of the latter Jumddd (29th May) the 
Sultan proceeded to Ta^izz, entering the same on Monday 
the 17th of that month (8th June). Information then reached 
Zebid that the *Imdm was on his march thither with a large 
army. The inhabitants of Nuweydira flocked into Zebid, as did 
also the people of Mimlah; and on Wednesday the nth of the 
month (2nd June) a fire broke out in Nuweydira in the latter 
part of the day, the wind carrying the flames into the city itself, 
of which the whole quarter was destroyed from the gate of 
Sihdm to the gate of Shubdriq. It was an awful day, and the 
fire ceased not to blaze until towards the close of the night 
preceding the Thursday. A large amount of property and also 
great stores of grain were destroyed thereby. 

The *Imdm reached Zebfd on Thursday the 12th of the month 

f. 318* (3rd June) with a large army, his camp being pitched to the east 

of the cemetery outside the Sihdm gate. On Friday the 13th he 

mounted with his forces and rode round the city to see what 



THE 'IMAM BEFORE ZEBId. i8i 

part of it was the most favourable for the attainment of his 
purpose, after having stationed a column of his troops at each of 
the gates. Fighting took place at four of the gates of the 
city, and it seemed to him that the western (Gharbiyy) gate and 
the parts near it would be more easily taken than any other 
quarter, more especially the gulleys by which the waters escaped 1M 
in times of heavy rain. He therefore opened his attack in that 
direction ; though, through the multitude of the troops, together 
with the engagement of the townspeople in the fight, it took 
place at every one of the gates. He drew out his forces, and 
with them he drew up the buckler-men right and left. They 
advanced against the walls and mined them with shovels ; and 
the crossbowmen stretched along the line in a dense array, 
shooting at the townsmen and driving them down from off the 
walls, the townsmen having to retreat from the walls by reason 
of the multitude of the crossbowmen. And the majority of the 
Sultan's troops that were in Zebfd had been tampered with, 
so they fled and withheld from the battle. The city was therefore 
convulsed, and the women screamed in all directions. Upon 
this the townsmen came forth from their houses and mounted the 
rampart, fighting in a determined fashion, and striking well home 
with their blows ; notwithstanding which not one of the people of 
Zebfd was killed on the occasion. There were upon the tower 
of the date-groves gate (Babu'n-Nakhl) a party of 'IsbAhiyy "® 
troops, and they met those of the followers of the 'Imim that had 
attacked the gulleys, overthrowing a number of them. These 
therefore turned about on their heels frustrated, and lost all 
desire to enter the city, despairing of its capture. They now 
busied themselves with setting fire to Nuweydira,**^ to the 
village of Miserra,^^^^ to Hdfetu'l-Wedn,i'*6« the two MimlAh 
hamlets,**^^ and to the palaces of the Sultan outside of the city. ^l 

When Monday the i6th of the latter JumddA (7th June, 1389) 
was come, letters arrived from the 'Emfr Bahd'u'd-Dfn the 
Shemsite to the commanding oflficers in Zebfd, telling them that 
he had already taken up quarters in (the village of) Qureyshiyya, 
and asking those commanders at what hour of the night he 
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should attack the camp, so that the people of the city could 
come to him at the same time. To this they sent back their 
answer. But when the'Imdm obtained information of his arrival 
at Qureyshiyya, and of his letters having reached Zebid, he 
detached a column of his troops to learn how matters stood, 
f. 318^ They met a party of the followers of the Shemsite, and a running 
fight took place between them, with alternate success. A slave- 
guardsman was killed, and two horsemen were made prisoners, 
inhabitants of Harad. These two were led before the 'Imam, 
who asked them for information. They gave him information, 
and made him acquainted with the real state of things. He 
therefore arose at dawn on Tuesday the 17th (8th June) and set 
out on his return journey by the same road he had followed 
in his advance. The Shemsite entered Zebid on Wednesday 
the i8th (9th June), remained there with his force until the 23rd 
(14th June), and then went forward to the northern cantons. 
Merjdn advanced to Qahma, and the Latifite to the district 
of Sihim, while the Shemsite marched towards MahAlib and put 
all things to rights. 
'•II On the 30th of the month of Rejeb (23rd July, 1389) 

a misunderstanding broke out between the people of the 
'Esh*ariyy tribe of the vale of Zebid and Persian colonists 
(El-Furs),^*"'® in which two individuals of the *Esh*ariyy people 
were killed and one Persian. The Persians therefore became 
alarmed and went in fear of the 'Esh'ariyy men, as they both 
lived together in one village. So the Persians migrated away 
from the village, feeling no security there. They then took 
up their abode in a village opposite the hamlet of Jahf, after 
paying bloodwit to the 'Esh'ariyy people. The homicides had 
not occurred in the village, but they had fought in the valley 
along the trenches of their ploughlands, there not having been 
any disagreement between them prior to this ; on the contrary, 
they had been close confederates as against all others besides. 
When the events occurred as related, the homicides, the payment 
of bloodwit, and the return of the Persians to their locality, 
when they settled in the village above-mentioned and opposite 
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to the hamlet of Jahf, words waxed frequent between them 
and time after time passed the bounds of moderation, so that 
their tongues were let loose against the 'Esh^ariyy people in 
terms that were not pleasant, until the second disturbance took 
place in the year (7)94, as we shall state in its proper place, God 
willing, who be extolled. 

On the 14th of Sha*ban (5th August) the Sultan proceeded 
to Jubla and took up his quarters in the Ddru's-Seldm palace, 
when there came to court *Ahmed son of 'Ebii-Bekr the Seyrite 
as envoy from his brother Muhammed son of 'Ebii-Bekr the ilf 
Seyrite, to ask for pardon and proffer his return to his allegiance. 
And with his brother he sent his son Mudhaffer son of Muham- 
med. The Sultan received them both graciously, gave them 
robes of honour, made them handsome presents, and returned 
the answer to Muhammed that he would offer no objection to 
his coming to court, provided he were sincere in his protestations, t 3^9' 

The Sultan now proceeded to the city of 'Ibb, and Muhammed 
son of the Seyrite came down making all suitable protesta- 
tions of loyalty. He kissed the Sultan's stirrup and remained 
standing before him in an attitude of respect, tendering the 
surrender of whatever castles he held in his possession. He 
appeared to the Sultan to be sincere, so he gave him a robe of 
honour and made him presents of all sorts generally, took him 
into his personal intimacy, ordering him to return to his own 
place and retain possession of whatever districts were in his 
keeping. He went back towards the close of the same day, 
his presentation to the Sultan having taken place in the end of 
Sha'bdn (20th August). 

On the loth of Ramaddn the Sultan detached troops to pitch 
a camp against the castle of Nu*m,^*^^ and ordered Muhammed 
son of the Seyrite to detach also some of the people of Ba'dan 
as another force against Nu*m, as they were natives of the 
district. He equipped a goodly force of them, but the majority 
of the people of Ba'dan had been tampered with, and they 
exerted themselves to sow dissension in the camp. The troops iir 
took the oath of fidelity (to the 'Imam ?), the ceremony taking 



184 HISTORY OF THE RESULIYY DYNASTY. 

place in the night before Thursday the nth of Ramaddn 
(2nd September, 1389). So the camp dispersed, a portion of 
the troops retreating, while another portion stood firm. Then 
did Muhammed son of the Seyrite, with the men of the Ba'ddn, 
make a raid against Sawt ; the matter became publicly known, 
they who had taken the oath were scattered, their plot was 
detected, they were seized, and a portion of them put to death. 
After this the 'Imdm himself came to Nu'm, fighting became 
severe, and this condition dragged on until the 27th of Ramaddn 
(i8th September), when the 'Imdm returned to Dhemar, and 
the camp was broken up from before Nu*m. 

The Sultan remained in the palace of Daru's-Seldm at Jubla, 
and his fast this year was performed in that palace at Jubla. In 
this selfsame month of Ramaddn was Shems of Sa*ird ""^ made 
controller in the frontier stronghold (*Aden), in place of the 
judge Sherefu'd-Din ^Ebii'l-Qasim son of Mu^aybid. And in 
the course of the same month Muhammed son of Talha the 

• • • 

Zemflite was arrested in the city of Ta'izz. He was seized by 
the governor at that time, who was the eunuch Safiyyu'd-Din 
Jewher the Chinaman. This said Muhammed son of Talha 
had been one of the slave attendants on the Sultan, and the 
Sultan had shown the fullest favour to him and to his brother 
*Awn son of Talha. Muhammed son of Talha was of an un- 
f. 3i9»> pleasant disposition, mendacious and unscrupulous. People 
iu» complained of him to the Sultan, who then discarded him, took 
no notice of him, and showed a dislike to him. So he joined 
the *Imdm, multiplied his evil deeds, said whatever he wished in 
his presence, and went down with him to Zebid, informing him 
of many points relating to vulnerable parts of the defence of 
the place. He next returned covertly to Ta'izz, where notice 
was given against him, and he was taken into custody as we 
have mentioned. The eunuch sent him to the Sultan at the 
palace of Ddru*s-Seldm, who ordered him to be imprisoned in 
the castle of TaMzz, and he was sent up the selfsame day to the 
castle of Ta*ker. 

The Sultan remained at Daru's-Selam until the loth of 
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ShewwAl (ist October), when he went up to Shewdfi, and 
ordered a camp to be pitched against the Rdzihite/^'* lord of 
the castle of Sifa,"^* a dependency of Khaded.^*^^ When 
fighting had become severe, and he was put to great straits, 
he begged for a full amnesty with freedom from personal sur- 
render, offering to deliver up the castle. This was granted to 
him, and he came down with his sons and his women, as also 
his servants, and the castle was received over from him on the 
i6th of Shewwil (7th October). The Sultan stayed there a 
few days, and then went down by way of Sahiil, to return to 
DAru's-Sel^m in Jubla. He remained there until the 14th of 
Dhu*l-Qa'da (3rd November), proceeding then to Ta'izz, which 
he entered on the 15th, and went on to Zebid on Friday the 
i6th of the month (5th November, 1389). i^^ 

At this date was slain the slave Mansiir, captain of the host 
of the *Imam. He was killed on the frontiers of the vale of 
Mewr,^^^^ the occasion of his death being that the 'Imdm, on 
returning from the camp against Nu*m on the 27th Ramaddn, 
as we have recorded, remained at DhemJlr until some days had 
elapsed in Shewwal. The *Imdm then detached a force to the 
low-lying western seaboard, and they went down to Harad. 
There were in this force, as commanders, the slave Mansiir, 
Yahyd son of BAqir the Hamzite, and Qdsim son of Mehdiyy, 
with a number of horsemen of the Arabian tribesmen and of 
the notables among the Sherifs. Their arrival at Harad took 
place on the 9th of Dhii'l-Qa'da, and they halted there a few 
days, issuing forth then in the design of proceeding to Mahalib, 
the departure occurring on the Tuesday, the 13th of that month 
{2nd Nov'ember). 

The 'Emir Baha'u'd-Din the Shemsite was at that time in f- 320-' 
Mahalib, and news reached him on Thursday the 15th of 
Dhu'l-Qa^da (4th November) as to the advance of the slave 
Mansiir and those with him from Harad in view of reaching^ 
Mahalib; also that their array was less numerous than on all 
other occasions. The *Emir therefore assembled his followers, 
told them the whole of the news brought to him, and said to 
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them : " This is a booty that God has sent for you ; therefore, 
prudence where prudence befits, but enterprise where resolution 
is requisite.'* He set out during the night before Friday the 
i6th of the month (5th November), and divided his force into 
three bodies. 

Ill When dawn broke the slave Mansiir advanced with his party 

under the idea that the Shemsite and his followers were already 
in Mehjem. But when the slave and his party reached Berza,^^'"^ 
it became an ascertained fact for them that the Shemsite and his 
followers from among the troops were making a stand. The slave 
Mansiir turned therefore to his companions, and said : " I opine 
that the best to do is that we return to Harad without fighting, 
and await what reinforcements may come to us." That was 
a wise opinion, had they only agreed to it. But the son of Baqir 
answered him : " What fear have we of them ? By God, had 
they only seen the face of one of our horsemen they had not 
stood fast ; and if they stand their ground, I will be answerable 
to you for them." So they advanced as though one single 
charger. 

As they followed their line of march, lo, the scouts of the 
Shemsite came in view before them, and they held a consultation 
together. There also went back one who informed the Shemsite 
of their approach. He therefore drew out his followers, and 
disposed each party in its proper place, he himself pushing 
forward with the main body. The two forces now fronted each 
other, and Yahyd son of Baqir delivered a charge with sundry of 
his companions, attacking that main body. Yahyd fell foul 
of one of the slave-guardsmen of the force and killed him. But 
the men of the right and left wings came up in mass, and the 
slave (Mansiir) with his force was routed in a disastrous manner, 

Tlv and the horsemen (of the Shemsite) pressed upon them on all 
sides and put to death a large number of them, horse and foot. 
The slave Mansiir was slain, and it was not known who killed 
him. Oasim son of Mehdi, with his son, too, was killed ; and 
many of the men died of thirst. Their beasts, weapons, and 
provisions became spoil ; and only a few of them returned. 
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This event occurred on Friday the i6th of Dhu*l-Qa*da (5th 
November, 1389). 

On that same day did the Sultan go forth from Ta*izz with 
the view of proceeding to Zebid, which he entered on Sunday 
the 1 8th of the month (7th November), news of the defeat of that 
party having already met him at Hays. On Friday the 30th of f. 320' 
the month (19th. November) the leader *Aliyy son of Sa*d set 
out with the divinely aided banner of the Sultan Melik *Eshref 
for the pilgrims from the city of Zebfd, and news came in of 
his arrival at Jidda on Thursday the 6th of Dhii'l-Hijja, so that 
his journey from Zebi'd to Jidda occupied seven days only. 
This is a feat of which we know no example in our time or in 
any time near to it. 

The Sultan held the festival of the sacrifices in the city of 
Zebid. And in this year died the great 'Emir Fakhru*d-D(n 
'Ebii-Bekr son of Bahddir Shems the 'Eshrefite. He was a great, 
celebrated 'Emfr, one of the trusty servants of the Sultan, 
a preserver of whatever he was set over to govern. He served 
the Sultan Melik Mujdhid ; next he served the Sultan Melik ^|^ 
'Afdal ; and then he served the Sultan Melik 'Eshref. His death 
took place on the 25th of Shewwdl (i6th October) in the city of 
Ta'izz, and he was buried in its cemetery at 'Ujeyndd.^*"® May 
God, who be extolled, have mercy on him. 

In the year A.H. 792 (a.d. 1389-90) the 'Emfr Bahd'u'd-Din f. 321" 
Bahidir the Shemsite came to the court of the Sultan at Zebid, 
arriving there on the 3rd of Safer (20th January, 1390), and 
having before him the head of the slave Mansiir on a long spear 
and turbaned with a napkin. In advance of him was a band of 
Shefalit tribesmen with a bagpipe, cymbals, and a trumpet. 
His spear was carried before him as a filthy spear, and his horse 
named 'Etw-eh,^*'^ with his weapons, was led behind him. After 
him came a number of the heads of those slain, excepting those 
of the Sherifs, since such of the Shen'fs of the descendants of 
Hamza as were in the service of the Sultan at his court begged 
of the Sultan that the heads of their kinsmen should not be 
carried about as a spectacle, and the Sultan accorded them their 
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request. The 'Emfr Bahd'u'd-Din came himself to court with 
a number of the horses taken as booty. Of these the Sultan 
made him a present of six. 

On the 13th of Safer (30th January, 1390) the 'Em{r Fakhru'd- 
Din 'Ebii-Bekr son of Bahddir the Sunbulite was appointed 
feudal lord of Harad ; and the Sultan proceeded to Ta*izz on 
111 the i6th of the month, having already commissioned the judge 
Siraju*d-Dfn 'Abdu'l-Latif Son of Muhammed son of Salim to 
repair the mosques and colleges, as also the public fountains ; 
he confided to him also the collectorship of the blessed mortmain 
estates in the vale of Zebfd the capital, with the injunction that 
he should restore them as they once were. Ruin had taken 
possession of many of the mosques and colleges so as to level 
them with the ground, and some of them in worse condition 
than others. Those which he restored after they had become 
mere heaps of ruins, were : The Hanefite Mansiiriyya college 
and its tradition hall ; the smaller Sej'fiyya, the Nidhamiyya, the 
*Afifiyya, the Mfki'iliyya colleges ; the mosque of the 'Atd-Bek, 
the mosque of Nejm, the mosque of the eunuch Fdkhir, the 
mosque of Tayra, the mosque of Sultan *AbbAs the Dhafarite, 
the mosque of 'P>-Demir, the mosque of the roofed passage 
(*Es-Scibdt), the mosque of the son of HumJlm, the mosque of 
Khayzurin, the mosque of the Khaj'la-Khdn ; the college at 
Tureyba, the college of the hunter (*Es-Sayydd) there, the 
mosque at Rebed, the college at Qurtub and the fountain 
there, the fountain Fatiniyy over against the Sihdm gate, the 
fountain at Mandhar, and the fountain at Feshdl. He originated 
a fountain also over against the gate of the cathedral mosque 
of Zebid. Those of which the larger part was in ruin, but a part 
ir* still standing, were : The upper Mansiiriyya, the 'Eshrefiyya, 
f. 321*' the Sabiqiyya, the greater Seyfiyya, the canon-law Tdjiyya 
(colleges) ; the former NidhsAmi mosque, the mosque of the lamp 
(Qindil), the mosque of the branches (Ghusiin), the mosque of 
the pilgrimess ('El-Hajja) of the Semd* clan,^^®^ the mosque of 
the *Emir *AbbAs son of *Abdu'l-Jelil ; the dervish-convent 
(KhJlnaqa) Saldhiyya in Zebid ; the college at Muselleb ; the 
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fountain at Mansiira; the mosque of Jebertiyy,^^®^ the cupola 
Qdtiniyya ; the mosque of Haththatha ; the fountain of the 
mosque at Rebed, the fountain at Tureyba, the Saldhiyya 
fountain in Zebfd, the fountain at the palm-groves gate (Bibu'n- 
Nakhl), the mosque at the garden of the level watercourse 
(Bustanu'r-Rdha) ; the Tajiyya dervish-convent ; the mosque at 
Nuweydira with its fountain ; and the fountain of 'Altin-Bughil. 
Those of which the greater portion was standing, with some 
part in ruins, were : the colleges Saldhiyya, Qdtiniyya, and 
Ferhaniyya with its fountain, the college of the two obelisks 
('El-Mileyn), those of *Asimiyya, Shemsiyya, and Hekkariyya, 
the college of Qur an reciters ('El-Qurri') with the tradition-hall 
('El-Hadfth) thereof; the mosque of the princess lady of Reshid 
('Es-Sitt, Jihetu'r-Resh(d), the cathedral mosque of Zebfd, and 
the fountain of the eunuch Khudayr. These formed a total of 
sixty-five localities, all monuments of religious piety, and in the iri 
whole of them did he do good work, exerting himself with 
perseverance, so that he brought back the mementoes of 
mortmain trusts to their wonted realities and original designs^ 
restoring also the crumbling fountains, and proving himself 
a trusty worker, so that the select and the vulgar joined in 
grateful acknowledgment thereof. 

And in the month of the former Rebi* the people of the 
Shewafi district wrote to the *Imam inviting him to come to 
them. So he collected his levies out of the Zeydiyya men and 
others besides them, journeying then until he reached the 
Shewdfi country. Some of them obeyed his summons, and he 
pitched a camp against the castle of Derej with such troops as 
he had with him, and such of the Shewafi people as had obeyed 
his call. They pressed the siege vigorously against the garrison 
until they took the place in the month of the latter Rebi* 
(March, 1390) ; on the 26th of which (i ith April) he marshalled 
his forces against the castle of Khaded. The garrison sallied 
out to oppose him, and fought strenuously against him. Twelve 
men of his array were slain, and some of their heads were 
carried to the Sultan, who was then in the sacred palace at 



I90 HISTORY OF THE RESULIYY DYNASTY. 

Ta'izz. The raising of the siege by the 'Imam from before 
L 322* Khaded ^^^^ took place on the 28th of the month (13th April). 

On the 30th of the latter Rebf* {isth April, 1390) a mis- 
understanding occurred between the Shahdlib ^*®' men and the 
sonsof the jurist, both inhabitants of the date-gardens ('El-Nakhl). 
The Shahdlib people killed two individuals of the sons of the 
jurist and their sworn allies, besides burning down their ward. 
'^^^ This was the first quarrel that had happened between them ; 
and the Sultan commanded that the Shahdlib people should be 
chastised, and severity shown against them. They were there- 
fore fined in a penalty of ten thousand ducats. 

On the i6th of the former JumJldd (ist May) the Sultan 
gave orders to the judge and wezfr Shihdbu'd-Din 'Ahmed son 
of *Umer to march to the Mikhlaf district. He proceeded 
thither at the date specified, and took up his quarters in Jubla 
with a body of troops. During his stay there the Sheykh 
^Abdu'1-Bdqi the Suhbdnite ^*®* became refractory and withdrew 
his hand from his allegiance. His father-in-law, Muhammed 
the Seyrite, afforded him a defensive protection in outward 
show, while at heart he wished the very reverse. The wezir 
collected his forces, therefore, both troops and levies of the 
tribesmen of the Talker and others besides them, and made a 
raid into the Suhbdnite country. He had before occupied 
Mount Thelem, and had wished to build a castle there. This 
was the reason of the breach between him and the state, for 
which the wezir, with the troops, raided him and devastated the 
whole of his country, together with his celebrated tower that 
was in Hddis,^*^^ carrying off the totality of his household to 
Jubla, whence the wezir sent them to the Sultan, who was 
at the time at Dumluwa, and who thanked him for this service 
besides bestowing on him a gift. *Aliyy son of Dawiid the 
Hubeyshite^^^^ had already exhibited symptoms of revolt and 
insubordination to the Sultan ; but after this occurrence he 
irr again became submissive, and the whole of the tribes came in 
begging for amnesty. On the Wednesday, 19th of the former 
JumAdd (4th May), the Sultan proceeded to Dumluwa, by 



REVOLT OF *ABDU'L-BAQI THE SUHBAnITE. I91 

reason of a matter that necessitated the step, and remained 
there until the 30th of the month (isth May, 1390), when he 
returned to Ta'izz. 

At this date the 'Emir Bahd'u*d-Din the Shemsite was 
appointed governor of 'Ebyen, and he proceeded thither. The 
supreme cavalcade then departed to Zebfd, which it entered on 
the loth of the latter Jumddi (2Sth May). A stay of some 
days was made at Zebfd, and on the 28th of the aforenamed 
month (i2th June) a further move was made to the date- 
gardens, where the Sultan remained until the loth of Rejeb 
(23rd June). He then proceeded to the seaside, stayed a few 
days, and returned to Zebfd. 

On the 1st of Sha*bdn (13th July) the Sultan went up to f. 322* 
Ta*izz, which he entered on the 4th of the month (i6th July) ; 
and on the middle day thereof (27th July) an ordinance of the 
Sultan was issued appointing the judge Zekiyyu*d-Dfn 'Ebii- 
Bekr son of Yahyd son of 'Ebii-Bekr son of 'Ahmed son of 
Musi son of *Ujeyl to the Chief-Justiceship in the regions of 
the realm of Yemen, and surnaming the said judge Zekiyyu'd- 
Dfn. He was an intelligent, learned, discerning jurist, subtle 
and clever, perspicacious, profound, perfect in moral qualities, 
grounded in a number of the branches of science, and without 
an equal. 

The Sultan fasted this year A.II. 792 at Ta'izz, the greater 
portion of his sojourn being in the palace of Shejira, where also 
he held the festival (of the termination of the fast). 

In the night before Monday the 9th of Shewwdl (i8th in» 
September) an immense star fell down from a southern to a 
northern direction at the time of the night service of worship, 
giving out an intense light, more brilliant by far than the light 
of the moon. A short time after its disappearance there 
happened a loud crashing noise, to such a degree that, as I have 
heard, one man of acknowledged judgment arose from his place 
startled and terrified, imagining that his house had fallen in, or 
some part of it, by reason of the intensity of the noise heard 
by him. 
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On the 1 2th of Sheww^l (21st September) the Sultan went 
from Ta*izz to the city of Zebid, which he entered on the i6th of 
the month (25th September), remaining at the sandhill (Qawz) 
for some days, and some days more in the city, where he held 
the festival of the sacrifices (lOth of Dhii'l-Hijja, i8th November). 
On this day of the festival of sacrifice a conflagration broke out 
in the ward of Mahzera,^^®^ and gained the mastery over many 
houses and over a portion of the market-place. 

On the same day was murdered the Sheykh *Aliyy son 
of Muhammed the Foreigner ('El-*Ajemiyy), Sheykh of the 
'Esh^ariyy tribe in Feshal. His murder was perpetrated after 
the festival service of worship (early in the forenoon) in the 
village of Feshdl, they who killed him being a party of the clan 
of Benii-Dureyhim. The motive for the murder was that the 
Benii-Dureyhim clan made a raid against the slaves of the 
* Abddil clan in order to carry off some of their property. For it 
ipo was that when they did carry off some of their cattle, the slaves 
would come to them to ransom the cattle from them. But it 
happened this year that when they made their raid on the slaves 
they found them on their guard, and a fight ensued. Then one 
of the slaves was wounded, who was one of their sheykhs ; and 
f. 323* when he perceived that his soul was departing, he called out : 
** Let not the gang escape, for verily I am killed." Now those 
Arabian tribesmen had advanced among the slaves, inasmuch as 
they felt secure as to any attack of the slaves upon them. But 
the slaves fell upon the chief of the gang, who was *Uleyya son 
of the Nahdrite, and they slew him. He was a valiant and bold 
horseman, whose father was the Sheykh of the Benii-Dureyhim, 
and their chief. His slain son was borne away to the camp 
of his family, and buried there, his father declaring : " By God, 
I will not kill for my son a slave, and I will not kill on account 
of him any other than the greatest of the *Abadil clan." He then 
paid down the bloodwit of the *Abddil (slave) man who had 
been also killed. The *Abadil clan was more numerous, but the 
Benii-Dureyhim were greater evildoers. They did not lose 
sight of this incident until they espied an oversight of the 



MURDER OF *AUYY SON OF MUHAMMED. I93 

sheykh *AHyy son of Muhammed the Foreigner on the day of 
the festival of sacrifice aforesaid, when they murdered him 
without just cause, as we have narrated, but out of enmity. 

In the year A.H. 793 (A.D. 1390-1) the Sultan proceeded to f« 323** 
Feshdl and gave orders for a camp to be pitched against the 
Benii-Dureyhim *Esh*ariyy clan that had murdered the sheykh 
*Aliyy son of Muhammed the Foreigner. They had already iri 
moved off to the hill country, and the depredations and 
plunderings became multiplied. When the Sultan blockaded 
them, they submitted and begged an amnesty, professing their 
desire to obey the laws and pay any fine imposed. The Sultan 
granted them an amnesty, and commanded the camp to be 
removed from against them. 

At this date the 'Emfr Seyfu'd-D(n Mubdrek - Shdh was 
appointed feudal lord over Harad in lieu of the *Emfr Fakhru'd- ^» 324' 
Din 'Ebii-Bekr son of Bahddir the Sunbulite ; and the Sultan 
returned to Zebfd, entering it on Saturday the 24th of 
Muharrem (ist January, 1391), and proceeding to Ta*izz on 
Thursday the 29th, which he entered on Sunday the 3rd of 
Safer (9th January, 1391). 

At this date did the 'Imdm come to Ba'ddn with a very well 
appointed army. He pitched his camp against them, and 
ceased not to fight with them until the inhabitants of Ba*ddn 
let loose their waters over localities there in which ash saplings 
were sown. The water remained a whole day and night. When 
the third day was come, they commenced hostilities and exerted 
themselves to draw the troops of the 'Imdm until they had led 
them a long way off, having already laid an ambush. And 
when the followers of the 'Imdm did their best in seeking out 
the men of Ba'ddn, these turned against them, and those in the 
ambush sprang forth from their lair and barred the road against irv 
them, so that they found no other way save towards those 
saplings among which the waters had been turned loose. The 
horsemen and the footmen sank therein, and a party of them 
were slain. This was the cause of their repulse ; the 'Imdm 
decamped and went to Dhemdr. 
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On the 1st of the month of the former Rebi* the Sultan 
marched to the castles of Middd,^*^ and left against each single 
castle of them a camp until he obtained possession of the whole 
of them except the castle named Reyshdn. For verily the son 
of *Aliyy son of Muhammed son of Mudhaffer held out in it, 
while his father *Aliyy son of Muhammed son of Mudhaffer 
took to flight and abandoned the country altogether. The 
Sultan placed therein lieutenant-governors from among his 
trusty slaves, returned to Ta*izz, and entered it at dawn on 
Sunday the 2ist of the former Rebf* (26th February, 1391), his 
absence from Ta^izz having lasted twenty days. 

Thus hath said *Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite, with 
whom may God deal beneficently: "The jurist 'Ebii'l- Hasan 
*Aliyy son of Muhammed the Nishirite narrated unto me that 
the troops of the Sultan marched to the country of the 'Ehmiil 
clan in the above-mentioned month of the former Reb{*, and 
took by sudden assault one of the villages thereof on the night 
preceding Friday the 5th of the month (loth February). They 
f. 324»> gave information that they had found therein a small newly- 
irA born female babe that had four arms and four legs. Then recite 
we the litanies of the omniscient Creator, who can work what 
He wills." 

In the last decade of the said month of the former Rebf* 
(26th February -7th March) the judge Sherefu'd-Dfn Suleyman 
son of *Aliyy Juneyd was removed from the judgeship of Zebfd, 
the Sultan having appointed him judge at Ta^izz. The judge 
Shihdbu'd-Dfn *Ahmed son of *Ebu-Bekr the Nashirite was 
made judge of Zebfd, and he adopted a course of harshness 
towards the people that worried himself and everyone else. 
Complaints multiplied against him in spite of his piety, 
uprightness, and legal learning, with general knowledge. So 
the Sultan removed him, naming in his stead his brother the 
judge Muwaffaqu'd-D{n *Aliyy son of 'Ebii-Bekr the Ndshirite, 
whose appointment took place on Sunday the 21st of that 
month, the former Rebf* (26th February), he having been 
before this judge in the dependencies of Hays, whence he 
transferred him to Zebfd. 
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On that same 21st of the latter Rebf* did the Sultan proceed 
from the city of Ta*izz to the frontier stronghold (of *Aden), 
entering it on Monday the 27th (3rd April). On Tuesday the 
28th (4th April) there was seen a halo round the sun from about 
the end of the third to the termination of the sixth hour of 
the day. It was a very large halo, with an apparent distance, iri 
to the eye, from it to the disc of the sun, on all sides, of about 
ten cubits (of about two degrees each). Its colour was very 
singular, impossible for anyone to describe in precise terms, 
but to speak loosely it was something between a whiteness, 
a yellowness, a redness, and a greenness. All around it there 
were various colours encircling it, and beyond the whole there 
were white rays, like bright silver. I heard a number of old 
men who had lived to a great age declare that they had never 
witnessed its like at any time, and had never heard from any 
of those who had gone before them that they had seen anything 
of the sort. 

On Wednesday the 29th (sth April, 1391) the sun was eclipsed, 
and on the 3rd of the former Jumadd (Sth April) there occurred 
around the sun another halo like the one described above. 
Its appearance began after the lapse of three hours of the day, 
and lasted until the end of the ninth hour, vanishing at the time 
of the call to the afternoon service of worship in the daytime. f. 325^ 

When the Sultan entered *Aden at the date specified above, 

he stayed there the whole month of the former Jumidd and 

ten days of the latter Jumddd, going then to the capital city 

Zebid, which he entered on the 24th of this latter Jumddd, and 

where he stayed fifteen days. While he remained in Zebid he ir 

appointed the 'Emfr Bahd*u'd-Din the Shemsite feudal lord in 

Harad as successor to the Latifite. He then named the 'Emfr ' 
• • • • 

Baha'u'd-Dfn the Latffite to the dependencies of Surdud. 

At this date the 'Imdm marched from his country with his 
levies from among the clans of the Zeydiyya sect to attack the 
Benu-Shdwir. The troops stretched forth their hands, committed , 
violences in the land, and killed the jurist, the learned 'Imim 
'Ebu'l-*Abbis 'Ahmed son of Zeyd the Shawirite. A number 
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of the people of his town were slain with him, and the house 
of the said jurist was pillaged. There was in it a large amount 
of property deposited for safe- keeping with the jurist, and 
belonging to various people. The jurist was at the very extreme 
of both science and practice. His murder took place on Sunday 
the I ith of Rejeb (12th June, 1391) ; may God's mercy be upon 
him. His murder was an injustice and an act of malice ; and 
the interval was not long that the 'Imdm survived after him, but, 
on the contrary, he was soon overtaken in a very short space. 
One of the near relations of the murdered man, one of the 
Shdwirite jurists, lamented him in an elegy, at the beginning 
of which he exclaims : 

^^ Did not thy right hand become maimed^ O Saldh ; and did 
not the appointed decree of Providence fiasten thy day 
(of doom)?'' 

in On the 9th of Rejeb (loth June) the Sultan proceeded to the 

date-groves and stayed there the remainder of Rejeb, going to 
the seaside on the ist day of Sha^bdn, staying there six days, 
then returning to the date-groves and quitting them on the 
8th of Sha*bdn (8th July, 1391). 

And on the 6th of Sha^bdn (6th July) the 'Imdm Saldh 
f. 325»» mounted for some matter on which he had formed a desire. 
And while he was proceeding on his she-mule, there advanced 
towards him, from the upper region of the air, a bird that struck 
against the face of the mule, causing her to make a violent 
start that threw the 'Imdm from his seat on her back, his foot 
catching in the stirrup. The swerving of the mule became more 
violent as she dragged him along on the ground. His foot still 
remained fast in the stirrup, and his foot was sprained. Some 
have said that his foot and hand were both sprained. The spot 
was a piece of rough ground, and it was not possible for those 
present to pick him up before they could hold the mule ; or, as 
is said, before they hamstrung her. After this he was taken 
up from where he lay and carried on the necks of men 
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until they entered with him the castle of Dhafdr. His fall was 
on the 6th of Sha'bdn (6th July). He remained there suffering 
several days, and then removed to San*d*, which he entered in 
the first decade of Shewwdl (September), with a great concourse, 
though he still felt somewhat of pain ; but he put on a show 
of firmness. He remained in San*a' suflTering, though it is irr 
said that there intervened with him a new disease in the latter 
half of Shewwdl. He continued in that state until he died 
on the 3rd of Dhu*l-Qa*da, or, as is said, on the 2nd thereof 
(ist November). 

On the 14th of Sha^bdn (14th July) there came to court letters 
from the son of the Midddite for the Sultan, ofTering to give up 
the castle of Reyshdn and to enter into allegiance, requesting 
therewith a full amnesty. The Sultan granted that which he 
asked, and he surrendered the castle afore-mentioned. 

The Sultan proceeded to Ta^izz on the 17th of Sha'bdn 
(17th July), his entry there taking place on the 20th of the 
same ; and he performed the fast of Ramaddn this year 793 
at the city of Ta*izz, in the city of Thu*bdt. He appointed 
Jemil the Egyptian, of Mekka to be excise-master in the city 
of Zebfd in that selfsame month of Ramaddn, and he conducted 
himself in that office in a way that gave satisfaction, "as he 
paid great attention to the affairs of the Muslim public. In this 
month of Ramaddn again, there issued an ordinance of the 
Sultan for the erection of the eastern wing to the cathedral 
mosque of *Udeyna in the city of Ta^izz, and the people pressed 
for its completion to such a degree that it was finished in the 
condition in which it now stands. The public have derived 
immense benefit from it, the reverse being the case with the 
western wing, built by the Sultan Melik Mujdhid in his days. 
He then gave orders for the walling of the city of Jened, its walls 
having gone to ruin, so that no trace of them was left. So he irr 
restored them to their pristine condition, or it may be that they f. 326" 
are better than they were before, but God knows best. 

On the 8th of Ramaddn aforesaid (7th August) a man of the 
Jewish people was apprehended in the city of Ta*izz whom 
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they accused of being a magician, as he used to put on the 
appearance of one of the Muslim community. His eyes were 
seared and his hand cut off. 

In the month of Ramaddn in this year A.H. 793 a severe 
famine befel the people in the hot, low-lying, western seaboard 
districts, and the rain was retarded in its season. Prices rose, 
cattle perished, the rivulets ceased to flow, and the condition of 
many people became threadbare. Corn was bought at ninety 
odd ducats, and during the festival of the termination of the 
fast butter was bought at one dirhem for every forty qufla- 
weights.^*®^ At length the rain was had in the latter end of 
the month of Ramaddn (August), and the streams flowed. Then 
prices breathed more freely towards the middle of Shewwdl 
(September), the rains became frequent, and the new com came 
to market. 

On the 2 1st of Shewwdl (20th September) the 'Em(r Bedru'd- 
D(n Muhammed son of Bahcidir the Latffite proceeded to the 
northern cantons to collect the revenues there ; and on the 29th 
of that month (28th September) the divinely aided banner of 
the pilgrimage set out from the city of Ta*izz for Mekka the 
Venerated. It entered the city of Zebfd on Friday the 30th 
^n« of the month (29th September), and its departure from Zebfd 
took place on Sunday the 9th of Dhu'l-Qa*da (8th October). 
On that day the 'Emfr Bedru'd-Dfn Muhammed son of Bahcidir 
the Latffite came to court with the revenues of the northern 
cantons. 

On the 9th of Dhu'l-Qa*da the Sultan proceeded from the 
capital city of Ta*izz to the city of Zebfd, which he entered on 
Thursday the 13th of the month (12th October). He stayed 
at the garden of the level watercourse (BustdnuV-Rdha) for 
eight days, after which he entered the state palace in Zebfd on 
the 2 1st. He then journeyed to Sirydqus on Monday the 24th 
(23rd October) ; and on the 25th the judge Wejfhu'd-Dfn 
*AbduV-Rahmdn son of Muhammed son of Yiisuf the *Alewite 
set forth to get in the revenues of the northern cantons, he 
being at the time controller of the whole of the treasury offices. 
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The Sultan returned from Sirydqiis on the 28th of Dhii'l-Qa'da 
(27th October), held the festival of sacrifice at the garden of 
the watercourse, and remained there until the 19th of Dhii'l- f. 326»» 
Hijja (i6th November). He then journeyed to Sirydqiis, 
remained there three days, and returned to Zebfd on the 22nd 
(19th November). 

On Friday the. 26th of Dhii'l-Hijja (24th November) the 
Sultan attended the congregational service of noon worship 
in the cathedral mosque of Zebfd ; and this was his first 
attendance at congregational worship on Friday in the cathedral 
of Zebfd. At this date the inhabitants of Nuweydira wrote 
an address to the Sultan praying of him permission for their if"^ 
restoration to their original village over against the Sihdm gate 
(of Zebid), and he granted them permission. 

In the year A.H. 794 (A.D. 1 391-2) the inhabitants of Nuwey- 
dira removed to their original village, their moving taking place 
on the first day of Muharrem, the first month of the year afore- 
said. The Sultan ordered the judge Shihdbu'd-Dfn to proceed 
to Feshcil in order to raise and get in the tribute revenue. He 
remained there some days and then speedily returned to court 
with the money gathered in from the said district And in the 
latter part of the month aforesaid there came to court the 
Sherff Mehdiyy son of *Izzu'd-D(n the Hamzite, lord of Telmus ; 
and after him there came to court also the Sherff Shemsu'd-Dfn 
Suleymdn son of Yahyd, commonly known by the nickname 
Jahreba. 

At this date the Sultan gave orders to the judge Sirdju'd-Dfn 
*Abdul-Latff son of Muhammed son of Sdlim, the collector at 
that time in Zebfd, to take charge of the jurisdiction named 
Jehmiyy, part of the date-groves of the vale of Zebfd, and plant 
it He began the plantation thereof in the beginning of this 
year A.H. 794 aforesaid, used every endeavour in conformity 
with the order, and planted it in a very few days ; the sum-total 
of the date-palms planted by him being 1,140, or approximately ^r^ 
something like that. It is the same that is now called Ribdd. 

The wezfr, too, came to court from the districts in the vale of 
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Rima* with the revenues collected therefrom, arriving on Monday' 
the 6th of Safer (sth January, 1392). A few days afterwards 
there came to court also the Sheykh Shihdbu'd-D(n 'Ahmed son 
of Hasan son of Ndji, lord of Sahul, with his household and his 
near kinsmen. The Sultan received him graciously and with 
kindness. He remained eight days in Ta*izz, and then proceeded 
f. 327' to effect the capture of the castle known as Dhii'l-Haresa,"^ 
which he succeeded in taking. 

And in the night before Tuesday the 20th of Safer in this 
year 794 (15th January, 1392) the Sultan saw in a dream 
the apostle of God, on whom God bestow salutation and 
greeting. Thus hath said *Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite : — 
" The Sheykh, the righteous one, Shihdbu'd-Dfn *Ahmed son of 
'Ebu-Bekr the Bone-setter ('Er-Redddd), informed me, saying : 
* Our lord the Sultan Melik 'Eshref wrote a letter to me * (which 
letter of his to him he made me acquainted with)." He hath 
also said : " And after his letter he informed me by word of 
mouth that he had seen him at the date mentioned, he himself 
being at the palace called Ddru'l-*Adl, in the city of Ta*izz, and 
then said : * I saw in my vision as though I were in a meadow 
irv similar to (that of) the Hot Water ('El-Md^uU-HdrrV^^^ which is 
between Ta*izz and *Aden, and as though I were among date- 
palms and lotus-trees, and a locality resembling the sea-shore of 
Fdza,^^*^ save that there was no sea there. On one side of the 
place there was a sitting-place, distant from the site in which 
we were. And therein was the Prophet, on whom be God's 
salutation and greeting, with 'Ebii-Bekr, *Umer, and *Aliyy, on 
all of whom be God's satisfaction. And the Prophet, God's 
salutation and greeting on him, was sitting upon a bench 
without a mat, and the cords of which were old like the cords 
of a bench used by pastors,^*®^ and thereon were traces of sheep 
and oxen. And lo, I went forward, I and *Aliyy ; and then, 
behold the Prophet, wjiom may God salute and greet (spoke and 
said) : * Put out thy hand that we may swear allegiance to thee.' 
And it was as though I had not understood ; only, that I was, 
as it were, one of great degree, like unto someone that might 
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have come to them with tribes of Arabians, and that my design 

was to aid them, while they were rejoiced at my arrival. So 

I stretched out my hand to the Prophet, God's salutation and 

greeting be upon him, and he swore allegiance to me. And 

I arose on the instant after the allegiance-swearing, and I said 

to them : * Do thou not become a schismatic, and do thou not 

practise hypocrisy in certain of the methods of those designing 

impostors.' Then said unto me the Prophet, on whom be God's 

salutation and greeting : * Arise.' So I rose from my place, 

I and 'Aliyy, with whom be God pleased, and mounted upon 

two horses and journeyed forth ; when lo, we were in *Aden, ^r^ 

with the sea to our right and islands of red mountains to 

our left, as I said to him, pointing with my finger : * Thence 

did the designing impostor wish to enter *Aden.' By which 

expression he intended to designate the 'Imdm. And lo, we 

had returned to the assembly, and the Prophet, on whom be 

God's salutation and greeting, had become standing up on 

a small bench of mine, the legs of which were of sandal-wood, 

red, and the carpet was the one on which I usually sit, a carpet 

of silk ; while upon the Prophet, on whom be God's salutation 

and greeting, was the woollen cloak of the Sheykh *Aliyy. f. 327* 

After this, the vision was effaced. But when the next night 

was come, lo, there I was looking on the company made up 

of 'Ebu-Bekr, *Umer, and *Aliyy, we being in the same state 

in which I had separated from them the night before ; only 

I did not see the Prophet, on whom be God's salutation and 

greeting, and it was to me as though I had the design of 

seeking the protection of *Umer, and I awoke in a fright. 

When the third night had arrived, lo, I saw the genii, and 

I was, as it were, intuitively cognizant of them. They had on 

them the caps of artizans, and their forms were like the forms 

of human beings, without any difference ; only that I could 

discern that they were individuals of the class of the genii. 

I was astonished at this singular prodigy." Thus hath said nri 

*Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite : " This curious dream is 

an indication of joyful tidings and happy presages. It is not 
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of a nature to happen to any other than one like unto him, 
whom may God keep sound in good rectitude, and grant him 
understanding to work out what may be to His good pleasure ; 
for verily He is mighty to effect such as this." 

And on the 5th of the former Rebf* there died the Sherff, the 
lord of Bukur."®* His demise occurred in the city of Ta*izz. 
On the loth of that month, again, died the judge Sadru'd-Dfn 
*Abdu'l-Haqq son of the jurist Muwaffaqu*d-Dfn 'Aliyy son of 
*Abbds, the professed Qur'dn-reciter. He and the Sherif above 
mentioned had gone up from Zebfd in a camel-litter as fellow- 
riders on the road, when the litter fell down with them and they 
each sustained fractures in various parts of the body. They 
were carried into Ta*izz suffering, and both of them died, each 
at the date specified above. 

On the 1 2th of that month (7th February, 1392) there came 
to court the Sheykh Shemsu'd-Din *Aliyy son of the Riydhite 
and native of Serj, the Sheykh of Sheykhs of the Arabian 
tribesmen, voluntarily and by election. His family and near 
relations came with him, and the Sultan received them affably. 
He distributed to him and those who had come to court with 
him three hundred and fifty pieces of magnificent dress materials, 
and also mounted him on a she-mule with a neck-band, giving 
him besides five thousand ducats, 
ni^ At this date there happened a fire in Zebfd, the beginning of 

which occurred in the Mahzera ward, and which spread towards 
the east and north. In it many houses were burnt, and much 
property was destroyed. At the same date there befell also in 
the city of Ta*izz and its environs a trifling matter of the sort, 
f. 328' O" the 25th of the former Rebf* in this year A.H. 794 the 

divinely aided banner of the pilgrimage arrived at court from 
Mekka the Venerated. There arrived also a number of the 
pilgrims who brought information that letters had reached 
Mekka the Venerated and had been thrown into the four 
Stations,^*^* the copies of which were at one in sense, though 
differing in some expressions. A copy from among them fell 
into my possession, which I wrote down, and runs as follows : 
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" In the name of God the Very Compassionate, the Most 
Merciful. From the servant of God the divinely guided One 
(Mehdiyy) who is looked for,^*^ the Khalffa of the Lord of the 
human race (Muhammed), the 'Emfr of the Believers, Muhammed 
son of 'Abdu'llah son of the daughter (Fdtima) of the Apostle 
of God. This is a felicitation and good tidings, also a remainder 
to the Mother of Towns (Mekka),^**^ which invites towards the 
Lord of all the worlds by that which hath been communicated 
in the clearly expressed scripture (the Qur*dn), and traced 
back to the correct tradition from the Prince of all (God's) 
messengers "* and his sanctified disciples, on all of whom, him 
and them, be the salutation and greeting of God. Do ye comply 
with your Exemplar,^*®* and ye will find the truth before you 
by means of incontestable arguments leading to undoubted 
conclusions. I have not invited to this matter until the King, n"l 
the Great Judge of all, called me ; and I have answered Him 
by inviting unto Him. Do ye then conform to that which I 
have commanded ; and do ye undertake what I have under- 
taken ; and be ye like the fingers, or like the built structure, 
and like one kindred in your religious beliefs. ^*^ This is the 
characteristic virtue of helpers and of universes. Haste ye and 
be quick in all expedition, turning unto God with sincerity of 
renunciation. Verily, they who have believed and have emigrated, 
who have devoted their property and persons to the service of 
God, they also who have flocked in and given aid, they are the 
next of kin to one another. Let there be, then, from among f. 3a8»» 
you those who invite to good deeds, commanding to perform 
what is seemly and forbidding the commission of what is 
unbecoming, for they it is who shall be gainers. And now, 
peace be upon you, with the mercy of God and His blessings ; 
for benediction is your legacy. And may God bestow gratu- 
lation upon our lord Muhammed and his family; may also God 
be satisfied with every one of his disciples, and with their stain- 
less followers. And we have put ourselves to follow their 
conduct and tread in their footsteps, profiting by their example. 
Amen, Amen, Amen." (So it ends.) ^^ 
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And on Monday the 30th of the latter Rebf* (25th March, 
1392) the Sultan ordered four sets of kettledrums and four 
11"'' banners to be conveyed to the *Emir Shihdbu'd-Dfn * Ahmed 
son of *Aliyy son of Shems. And he appointed in lieu of him 
in *Aden the 'Emir 'Izzu'd-Dfn Hiba son of the 'Emfr Seyfu'd- 
Dfn Sun-Demir. There issued, further, an edict of the Sultan 
and a noble diploma to the *Emfr Shihdbu'd-Dfn for him to 
proceed to the districts of the Mikhldf 

At this date the 'Esh*ariyya and the Persian tribesmen (Furs) 
of the Vale of Zebfd came to blows, and five men of the Persians 
were. killed, all men of worth. Their hamlet was saccaged, and 
a part of it burnt. The Sheykhs of the *Esh*ariyya tribe were 
on that day in Zebfd, and the collector arrested them, he being 
the judge Sirdju'd-Dfn *Abdu'l-Latif son of Muhammed son of 
Sdlim, and they the Rufous Nahdrite and his son 'Ebii'l-Qdsim 
the Pounder. They were mulcted for the murder of the five 
men aforesaid in the sum of fifteen thousand ducats. 

On the first day of the former Jumdda there came an 
ordinance of the Sultan, an edict of grace to Zebfd, the tenour 
being a charitable concession to the whole of the peasantry 
of an increase in their share of every taxable article of produce 
in every canton of the realm of Yemen as a perpetual concession ; 
besides their being exempted from the cultivation of cotton in 
the vale of Zebfd or elsewhere ; and that they should be ruled 
according to the edict of the late Sultan Melik Mujdhid. The 
iiT gracious edict was read out in the pulpit of the cathedral 
mosque on the 4th of the month (29th March, 1392). This was 
one of his good deeds. The edict was read out in the cathedral 
mosque at Feshdl on Friday the i ith of the month (5th April), in 
like manner, and so in all the cantons, so that many prayers ^^^ 
were put up for the Sultan, and this concession of his was 
published in every part of Yemen. 

On the 7th of the former Jumddd the 'Emfr Shihdbu'd-Din 

f. 329* 'Ahmed son of *Aliyy son of Shems proceeded to the district 

of the Mikhldf, where he captured the castle of Nu*m,^^ and 

placed over it with a garrison the 'Emfr Bedru'd-Dfn Muhammed 
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son of *Aliyy son of *Umer son of Ndji ; thence he proceeded to 
the district of *Erbdb. 

On Sunday the 13th of that month there appeared a halo 
round the sun, similar to the halo that was seen the year 
previous. On the 15th (Tuesday, 9th April) there came to 
court the Sheykh of the tribe of the Jahddir Arabians with 
a numerous following of his near kinsmen and family professing 
his allegiance. The Sultan received him graciously, gave him 
a dress of honour, and treated him with consideration. On 
the i6th (loth April) the great, noble, and illustrious Sherff 
'Ebii'l - FadA'il the Hedewiyy came also to the court of the 
Sultan, where the Sultan received him with kindness and 
honour. There now came a succession of the tribes from every 
direction. 

On the 2ist of the former Jumidi (15th April) the birth took 
place of sons of the Sultan, his youngest children. At this date, ^^ 
too, took place the flight of 'Ahmed the Seyrite, without any 
cause necessitating the step ; and on the first day of the latter 
Jumdda (24th April) the Sultan went down to Zebfd, entering it 
on the 7th (30th April). At this date died the judge Burhdnu'd- 
Dfn 'Ibrdhfm son of 'Ahmed the Tihimite, who was the last to 
execute the office of judge in his family. 

At this date, again, the Sultan gave orders for the numbering 
of the date-palms in the vale of Zebfd under the agency of the 
judge Sirdju'd-Dfn *Abdu'l-Latff son of Muhammed son of Sdlim. 
He also commissioned the judge Sherefu'd-Dfn Huseyn son 
of *Aliyy of Miyd-Fdriqin to number the date-palms of the 
cantons of Yemen, to which he proceeded on the 15th of the 
latter Jumddd (8th May). 

The Sultan went to the date-grove named Nakhlu'l-'Ebyad on 
the 20th of that month (13th May) ; and at this date a portion f. 329* 
of the castle of Ta*izz fell down, in the direction of the Sunbula 
quarter,^^^ upon a number of people, of whom two died and the 
rest were saved. On the 25th (i8th May) the 'Emfr Bahd'u'd- 
Dfn Bahddir the Shemsite came to court from the northern 
cantons, having with him ninety head of horses of pure race. 
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The Sultan detached him to Middd, and he set out on the loth 
of Rejeb to go there. 

At this date, loth Rejeb (3rd June), the judge Jemdlu'd-Dfn 
'^^ Muhammad son of *Umer son of Shukeyl was nominated to the 
districts of Sihdm in place of the judge Shujd*u'd-Din 'Umer son 
of *AIiyy the *Aliyyite, this same judge Shujd*u*d-Din 'Umer 
son of *Aliyy the 'AHyyite being appointed collector at Mahalib, 
whence the 'Emfr Seyfu'd-Dm Mubdrek-Shdh was removed, 
and it was appended to (the government of) the Sunbulite. The 
judge *Afifu'd-Din *Abdu'llcih son of Muhammed the Skinner 
(Jelldd) was also made collector in (the vale of) Rima*. The 
Sultan proceeded to the palm-groves on the i6th of Rejeb 
(9th June), and remained at the groves until the i6th of Sha'bdn 
(7th July), going up thence on the 17th (8th July), pro- 
ceeding to Ta*izz on the i8th (9th July), and entering it on the 
23rd (14th July). This year the Sultan performed his month 
of fasting (Ramaddn) in Taizz, he dwelling in the palace called 
DAru'l-VVa'd (palace of the market ?). 

On the lOth of Ramaddn (31st July) there came to court the 
son of the Hubeyshite ^^^ from the Shewdfi district (and tribe ?). 
He was sent by his brethren, and with him were a number of the 
troops of the district. On the same day there came to court 
the judge Sherefu'd-Din of Miyd-Fariqin with the tax-revenue 
of the date-palms of the districts of Mewza* ; and on the 18th 
(8th August) there arrived the horses of the people of Haneka, 
sent by the 'Emir Bahd'u'd-Din the Shemsite, and which were 
about forty in number. 

At the end of the month of Ramaddn (19th August) there 
11*1 came to court the 'Emfr Qaysiin, whom the Sultan had dis- 
f- 330* carded on the day of the adventure of the slave-guards at the 
Sand- Hill ('El-Qawz),^"^® which has already been related. When 
he returned to the Sultan, he conferred on him a dress of 
honour, made him a present in money, and restored him to his 
former condition. 

The Sultan celebrated the festival of the termination of the 
fast in the palace of Shejira, and during the (three) days 
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continuance of this fast-breaking festival the Sherff, the son of 
'Ebii'l-Fadi'il absconded from Ta*izz. He had taken to himself 
a wife from among the daughters of the princes ; and when he 
saw what jewels she wore, they appeared superb to his eyes ; 
so he managed to get possession of them, and ran away with 
them to his own country, and thus the public renamed him 
'Ebii'l-Fad4'ih.iM7 

When the month of Ramadan had come to an end, the Sultan 
resolved to circumcise his sons, and set about procuring what 
was indispensable of such things as necessity requires of the 
nature of slaughtered meats in their different varieties of fowls 
and four-footed beasts ; also of wheat, of butters, of honeys, of 
rices ; again, of pomegranates, of lentils, of safflower, of tama- 
rinds, of raisins, of almonds, of sugar, of saffron, of starch, of 
pepper and other flavourings, of mastic, of cinnamon, of nard, 
of nutmegs, of orris, and of what was indispensable of vegetables ^^ 
of various genera and species, of all sorts of dates, lemons, and 
other fruits, of firewood, of oil, wax, and eggs ; of vessels of 
China porcelain, of jade, of Persian ware, or of earthenware, 
such as dishes, plates, jars, white jugs, large water-jars, leather 
water-skins, and ewers ; of all kinds of fragrant flowers, such as 
tuberoses, roses, narcissi, jessamine, stocks, pandanus, citrons, 
green dates, and the like ; of every kind of perfume, as musk, 
lign-aloes, sandal-wood, violets, benzoic acid, pastiles, ambergris, 
rose-water, preparations of civet, and many other things beyond 
all power of tale and enumeration. 

The 'Emfrs commanding in all the cantons came to court. 
So there came the judge Siraju*d-Din *Abdu'l-Latif son of 
Muhammed son of Sdlim, collector of the vale of Zebfd, his 
arrival happening on the 21st of Shewwdl (loth September, 
1392). Next came the 'Emir *Izzu'd-Din Hiba son of Muham- 
med Fakhr, who was at the time lord of Zebfd ; he arrived on 
the 24th of that month (13th September). f. 330^ 

The divinely aided banner of pilgrimage proceeded on the 
26th of the same (iSth September) from the capital city of 
Ta*izz towards Mekka the Venerated. And there were caused ii"a 
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to be made a great number of staged scaffolds with coloured 
wax candles and wax tapers designed with flowers. And when 
the month of Shewwdl was ended, he sent for the confectioners, 
and they prepared a large quantity of sweetmeats. And he 
caused to be given out to them five hundred dishes of China 
porcelain that had never been used at all, besides what had 
already been used before this occasion ; also a great quantity 
of Zebfd earthenware, special for moulded cakes only ; also, of 
other sorts, such as filigree-patterned, gourd-shaped, Cairo- 
made, Sheyzer-made,'^® poppy-shaped, of sugar-candy, of melons, 
bird-shaped, and all diversities of this kind. 

And the people of the palace flocked in crowds ; nay, the 
common run of the people came together for this event in an 
immense assemblage. And they invited about eighty ladies, 
all modest, virtuous women, and they also invited the wives of 
the 'Emfrs, of the military commanders, of the judges, of the 
farmers-general of revenue, and of the notables of the city, and 
there was not a single woman of the whole who stayed away. 

The *Em{rs, the military commanders, the grandees of the 
realm, all brought rich offerings to the gate of the palace. And 
on the 3rd of Dhu'l-Qa*da (20th September) about sixty porters 
carried from the house of the *Em(r Bedru'd-D{n Muhammed 
son of *Aliyy the Shemsite wax candles beset with flowers, 
^f^ bleached cloth in colours, also perfumed articles built up like 
trellis-work, and a great quantity of eatables and of scents. 
The judge Shihdbu'd-Dfn, as wezfr, sent also of similar articles 
a quantity so large as to surpass all description, and to exceed 
all tale. In like manner, the eunuch Safiyyu'd-D(n Jewher son 
of 'Abdu'lldh the Chinese who was at that time 'Emfr of the 
castle at Ta*izz. The judge Sherefu'd-Dfn Huseyn son of 
*Aliyy of Miyd-Firiq(n, as also the judge Radiyyu'd-Dfn *Ebu- 
Bekr son of *Umer the gold founder ('Es-Sci*igh),^^ the 'Emir 
BahdVd-Dfn Bahddir son of *Abdu'lldh the Shemsite, the 'Emfr 
Bedru*d-Dfn Hasan of Khurdsdn, and the Sheykh Sherefu'd- 
Dfn SefsAf, too, sent offerings. The *Emfr Fakhru'd-Din 'Ebii- 
Bekr the Ghazzdlite, lord of the castle of Sabir, sent a very great 
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number of porters, carrying various kinds of the trees of his 
country, such as Pandanus odoratissimus^ sugar-canes, sapling 
myrtles, dark-flowering allium, dark-flowering bean, many f. 331' 
varieties of grapes, and other things. 

Everyone who brought a load, of those whom we have 
mentioned, and others besides, placed in front of his offering 
two sucking calves of oxen, handsome to the highest degree 
possible, and bearing upon them two pieces of coloured silk 
cloth ; and there came to court with him a number of singers, 
of cymbalists, and of trumpeters, who conducted each offering ^^ 
in procession to the gate of the palace known as the Ddru'n- 
Nasr,^*^® a port of Thu*bdt so celebrated. When they reached 
the said gate, the chief of the butchers arose, took away the 
silk cloths, and slaughtered the animals brought. When he 
had slaughtered what was brought to that spot, the slave-lads 
there present, grooms, porters, trumpeters, gardening labourers, 
stable-keepers, elephant-keepers, and others besides these in- 
cluded in their order, took them away. 

On the 6th of Dhu'l-Qa*da (23rd September) the Sultan 
commanded the divinely aided troops to mount for the august 
parade-ground at the flourishing Thu*bdt at early morn and in 
the evening. There stayed not away any one of the wezirs, the 
'emirs, the feudal lords, the revenue- collectors, the commanders 
in chief and others of the forces, cavalry or infantry, for three 
days ; and the kettledrum bands performed their office in their 
stations for three days by night and by day. 

The sacred circumcision took place on the Thursday the 9th 
of Dhu'l-Qa*da (26th September), when the people were present 
according to their various ranks, whether wezfrs, 'emfrs, feudal 
lords, collectors, treasury-registrars, judges, or notables of the 
epoch. The whole of these people were admitted to a festive 
repast duly prepared by its cooks, and of whiqh the courses 
were all duly apportioned with elegance, such that those who 10 1 
witnessed it had never seen a more magnificent. And this was 
after princely dresses of honour with gold embroidered turban- 
sashes had been distributed to the grandees of the state, while 
VOL. n. 14 
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all present were dressed in robes according to their degrees as 
intimate personal attendants on the Sultan. 

f. 331"* They then went forth from the apartment of the banquet 

to the confectionery chamber, and there took sweetmeats 
according as they desired. They next went to another table 
on which were walnuts, almonds, raisins, salads, orgeat 
(emulsion of sweet almonds, etc., etc.), millet beer, pistachios, 
filberts, and the like in great quantity. Afterwards they went 
to the apartment for perfumes, and made use of these in 
abundance, such as incense, musk, rose-water, civet, and precious 
ointment. ^^^^ It was a day to be witnessed. 

Thus hath said *Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite, with 
whom may God deal graciously : " And I was one of those 
who were present on the occasion ^^^^ and who saw the whole 
of it, one thing after another. And there were present a number 
of the men of eloquence, poets, with magnificent poems, who 
were rewarded with rich gifts ; but it is not possible for me to 
record any one of them in preference to another, while it would 
(f. 332') lead to prolixity and tedium to give them all." 

f. 332*' On the Friday the loth of Dhu'l-Qa*da the Sultan rewarded 

lor a number of the poets and others with gold and silver. His 
munificence was spread wide, and his kindness enveloped a 
multitude of people. On the Monday, the 13th of the month 
(30th September), an ordinance of the Sultan was issued to the 
effect that there should be sent a set of kettledrums and a 
banner to the Sherff Fakhru'd-Dfn *Abdu'lldh son of *Idrls son 
of Muhammed son of 'Idrfs son of *Aliyy son of *Abdu'lldh son 
of Hasan son of Hamza, whom he then detached to his own 
highland country. He sent him also a treasure of about seventy 
thousand (ducats ?), besides clothing, horses, and apparatus. 
He set out for the region specified on the 23rd of Dhii'l-Qa^da 
(i2th October). 

At that date, also, there came to court a slave of the 'Imdm, 
named Reyhdn, seeking to be taken into service. The Sultan 
gave him a dress of honour, accepted him, and referred his case 
to the providence of God, who be extolled. 
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On the 1st of Dhii'l-Hijja the Sultan proceeded to Zebfd, 
which he entered on the 3rd (19th October). He stayed at the 
garden of the level watercourse, and solemnized there the festival 
of the sacrifices. On the 9th of Dhu'l-Hijja the sons of the 
Leader ('El-Qi'id) came to the court of the Sultan, seeking to 
enter his service and to remain attached to the august court on 
pensions from the Sultan. He received them graciously, and 
made them presents. 

On the 1 2th of Dhu*l-Hijja (29th October) he appointed 
the judge *Afifu'd-Din *Abdu'lldh son of Muhammed son of f. 333' 
*Abdu'lldh the Nashirite to be the judge in the capital city lor 
of Ta*izz. The 'Em(r Bahd*u*d-Dfn the Shemsite proceeded to 
the northern cantons in the capacity he held already ; his 
departure taking place on the 13th of Dhii'l-Hijja (30th 
October). 

On the 1 8th of that month (4th November) the judge 
Wei(hu'd-D(n *AbduV-Rahmdn son of Muhammed the NuttA- 

J • • • • 

rite came down from the castle of Mendbir to the city of 
Mehjem under an august amnesty from the Sultan, and he 
remained in the city until the end of the said month. 

In the year A.H. 795 (A.D. 1392-3) the aforesaid judge 
Wej(hu'd-Dfn *AbduV-Rahmdn son of Muhammed the Nuttd- 
rite came to the august court furnished with the gracious 
amnesty, his entry into Zeb/d taking place on Saturday the 
2 1st of Muharrem (7th December, 1392). When he arrived at 
the illustrious gate, the Sultan favourably received him, clothed 
him with a splendid robe of honour, and ordered a she-mule to 
be presented to him with collar-band. He also commanded 
a banquet to be served up in his house for the troops that had 
come with him. After three days he sent for him to come to 
the supreme audience chamber. When he entered the presence 
he chided him in a facetious manner, and made him quite at 
ease as to his person. 

On the 25th of Muharrem a Jew entered the faith of 'Isldm 
in the city of Zebfd. He was mounted on a she-mule, led in 
a procession, and dressed in a superb dress of honour. lOp 
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And when God, who be extolled, granted the blessing of 
a return to health by the sons of the Sultan from the pain 
of the circumcision, the Sultan gave orders for the celebration 
f. 333** of public rejoicings in the city of Zebid. The sons of the 
Sultan went into the Saldhiyy hot-bath ; and on coming out 
thence, they were conducted in a procession to the great 
palace of the Sultan by a party of the troops. The troops of 
Zebfd, with its collector and also its controller, went before the 
people in a body ; and in front of them marched the slave 
armour-bearers, and the whole of the stable attendants on the 
mules. Behind them went the Ghuzz militia, the police, the 
valets, the veterans of the troops, and the heralds. After them 
came the wezfrs, the registrars of the treasury offices, the marshal 
of the household ; and behind them, again, the great officers of 
court, the slave life-guards, and the princes of the blood, behind 
the whole of the people, upon their horses in most splendid 
garb and most complete array. The bulk of the people walked 
according to their various stations, from the watchmen to the 
wezfr, having before them drums and singers. The kettledrum 
band performed its function at the gate of the great palace. 
There were present multitudes of human beings, the tale of 
whom was known to God alone, who be extolled. The stages 
were dressed out with silk cloths ; and there were on the spot 
at the time two stages, of which the one moved on four wheels, 
now to the north and now to the south, while the other 
revolved as revolves a press. On each one of the two were 
100 there singers and dancing-women, enough to astound the 
beholders. The whole of the military, the garrison troops, 
and the Shefdlft tribesmen were present on that day at a great 
banquet, not one of them hanging back. The grandees of the 
realm, the judges, the legists, and all the 'emirs were present 
at the banquet, which was a beautiful one, with all kinds of 
cooked dishes in it, and every variety of food for the most part 
unusual. Those present passed on thence to a banquet of 
confectionery in which was every kind of sweetmeats. It was 
a day of perfect joy, its beginning and its end being admirable ; 
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and It took place on Monday the 8th of Safer in this year 795 
(23rd December, 1392). 

There came in a supply of treasure, goodly in quantity, from 
Sihdm, sent by the judge Jemdlu'd-Dfn Muhammed son of 
*Umer Shukeyl Another treasure came in also from *Aden, 
accompanied by the *Emfr Bedru'd-Dfn Muhammed son of 
Bahadir the Latffite. A treasure furthermore came in from 
the northern cantons, sent by the *Emfr Bahd'u'd-Dfn Bahddir 
the Shemsite. The 'Emfr Ghiydthu'd-Dfn *Isd son of Muham- 
med son of Hassdn was appointed marshal of the Sultan's 
household, his nomination occurring on the 22nd of Safer 
(6th January, 1 393). At this date he named the *Emfr Qaysiin f. 334' 
standard-bearer of the august court. On the 23rd of the month, 
during the preceding night, the Sultan gave orders for the 
erection of the palace, Ddru'n-Nasr, on the upper sandhilV^^^ i©i 
and its threshold was laid on Tuesday, the first day of the 
month of the former Reb(* (14th January). 

At this date the Sultan proceeded to Hays, whence he con- 
tinued on to 'EwshejV^^* in quest of hunting wild asses. He 
remained there but a few days and then returned to Zeb{d, 
which he entered on Friday the nth of the former Rebf* 
(24th January). 

On the first day of that month the eunuch Jemdlu'd-Dfn 
Merjdn had proceeded to Qahma, having been appointed its 
feudal lord. There had already happened, on the part of the 
Ma*dziba tribesmen, certain events in the nature of depredations ; 
and when he encountered one of their notables, Muhammed 
son of *Aliyy son of Husheybir, and another man with him, 
he put them both to death in cold blood. When 12th of the 
month (2Sth January) was come, the eunuch Merjdn mounted 
his horse, with such troops as were with him, and attacked the 
Ma*dziba tribesmen, killing two of their men. The troops now 
dispersed to seek for plunder in a number ot localities, when 
the tribesmen drew together and returned against the eunuch 
and those about him. These they routed, and there were killed 
a number of the footmen about him, together with a servant 
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named Dfndr and another slave-trooper. When news of this 
reached the Sultan, he detached some troops to him, and the 
Ma'dziba retreated to the hills. But after that, the Sheykh of 
the Benii-Beshfr clan came to court, in company with the 

10V righteous jurist *Ismd*fl son of 'Ibrahim son of Muhammed son 
of Miisd son of *Ahmed son of Miisd son of *Ujeyl, seeking an 
amnesty from the Sultan for himself and for his kinsfolk, and 
making protestations of allegiance. The Sultan granted him 
the amnesty. 

On the 24th of the former Rebf* (6th February), the Sherffs, 
lords of Jehrdn,^^^* came in to the Sultan, and after them the 
son of 'Enif ^^^^ came in on the 26th (8th February), to whom 
the Sultan gave a dress of honour, with gifts, and a money 
present of a thousand ducats by way of his entertainment as 
a guest. 

At this date was issued an ordinance of the Sultan addressed 
to the Collector of Zebfd at the time, he being the judge 
Sirdju'd-Dfn *Abdu'l-Latff son of Muhammed son of Silim, and 
ordering him to plant the date-garden bought of the heirs of 
the Ghuzz Kurd man of the city of 'Amid,^**''^ and put it in 
order. The collector at once set to work in the matter, and 
he planted in the said date-garden about five thousand date- 
f. 334b palms in a very short time. This is what is named Rebwa 
(the hill, the rise). 

On the 1 2th of the latter Rebi* (24th February) the 'Emfr 
Fakhru'd-Dfn 'Ebii-Bekr son of Bah^dir the Sunbulite was con- 
stituted feudal lord of Qahriyya and Maqsariyya.^*^® On the 
2Sth of that month (9th March) the Sultan proceeded towards 
Ta*izz, the capital city. When he entered Hays, it was sub- 
mitted to him that the 'emir of that place, the 'Emfr Jemdlu'd- 
Dfn Muhammed son of *Imrdn the Fd'ishite, had laid his hand 
on a part of the revenue arising from the land-tribute of the 
locality. The Sultan therefore commanded the controller of 

10A the treasury-offices, the judge Wejfhu'd-Din *Abdu*r-Rahmdn 
son of Muhammed son of Yiisuf the *Alewite, to compel the said 
functionary to surrender what he had taken. He denied that 
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he had taken anything, though he had had an inkling of the 
question arisen between himself and certain people. So the 
controller put him to the torture in conformity with an order 
that came from the Sultan, and he died under the torture on 
Wednesday the 20th of the former Jumddd (2nd April). 

On the 24th of this month (sth April) arrived the divinely 
aided banner of the pilgrims from Mekka the Venerated ; and 
in the night before Wednesday the 27th (9th April) the torrent 
of the vale of ZeWd rose impetuously with a great body of 
water, said to have been even greater than what was witnessed 
at the time of the inundation of Muselleb.^^^^ The injury caused 
by this inundation was very damaging in the valley. It laid in 
ruins a portion of the hamlet of Mdti*, a portion of the hamlet 
of Tarqu'a, a portion of the hamlet of Harfra, and destroyed in 
the date-groves a very large number of date-palms, as well as 
numerous houses. 

On the 4th of the latter Jumddd (isth April) died the Sheykh 
'Ebii-Bekr the Qardfite, a mu'edhdhin of very great age. He 
was originally from Qardfa ^^^ in Egypt. He next travelled to 
Mekka, where he dwelt as a sojourner near the temple, and 
then came to Yemen in the suite of the Sultan Melik Mujahid 
in the year of his first pilgrimage, which was the year A.H. 742, 
his return to Yemen being in the following year A.H. 743. He 
continued to be a mu'edhdhin in his service at the august 
court until Mujdhid died in A.II. 764, was reappointed to the io^ 
office in the service of the Sultan Melik 'Afdal until his death 
in A.H. 778, and was again reappointed to the office in the service f. 335' 
of the Sultan Melik 'Eshref until the date above specified. The 
Sultan held him in great esteem, and appointed his son to 
succeed him in the office until he also died. May God, who 
be extolled, have mercy on him. 

And on the 9th of the latter Jumddd the Sultan proceeded 
from Ta*izz the capital to Zebfd, entering it on Thursday the 
13th of that month (24th April). And there arrived at the 
court of the Sultan a goodly treasure from Mahdlib, brought 
by the *Emir Seyfu'd-Dfn Qatleyhi, and after him there were 
brought in a number of horses. 
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In the early evening before the Friday, 2ist of the same 
month (2nd May), a very severe storm of rain fell. It was the 
2nd of May, and before it the rains had been continual ever 
since the 1st of April. And on the 22nd the Sheykh Muham- 
med son of *Abdu'lldh son of Fakhr the Nakhlite was murdered, 
he who killed him being a man named Mukeymin, one of the 
Benu'r-Rahawiyy, of the Mendsika tribe. He struck him two 
or three blows on the head with a Mehriyya knife (?), and then 
fled to the country of the Ma^dziba tribesmen. 

On the 30th of that month (nth May) the Sultan gave orders 

for the numbering of the mosques and colleges that were in 

''''* Zebid, and their number proved to be two hundred and thirty 

odd separate establishments. The presses also were numbered 

in Zebid, and these were about six or seven and twenty levers. 

On the 22nd of Rejeb (2nd June) the Sultan proceeded from 
Zebid to the palm-groves, remaining there until the i8th of 
Sha*bAn (29th June). He then stayed at the seaside four days, 
and returned to the palm-groves on Thursday the 22nd of that 
month (3rd July). He remained until Sunday the 2Sth (6th 
July), then returned to Zebfd, and lodged in the garden of the 
level watercourse. 

In the month of Sha^bdn the Noble the 'Emir Bahd'u'd-Din 
Bahadir the Shemsite sent in, chained, the Sherff named *Ebu- 
f. 335b Hedbd'; and on the 6th of Ramaddn (15th July) a great fire 
broke out in ZeWd, its commencement occurring to the south 
of the cathedral, whence it reached to the caravanserai, and 
thence to the press-market. In this fire was burnt down the 
mart known as the 7/iart of the hostages. It was a dreadful day. 

In the month of Ramaddn aforesaid there came an address to 
the Sultan from Calicut, with a translation, from the judge there, 
and from the merchants residing therein, who tendered their 
allegiance to the Sultan, and requested his permission to 
introduce there the recitation of the Friday noon congregational 
mi sermon in his name, whereas the sermon never had been 
pronounced there for any one of the princes of Yemen, or of 
the princes of Egypt, or of any other besides these. The lord 
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of Deli (Dihli ; our " Delhi ") had acquired dominion over them 
in the former part of the century, as had also the lord of 
Hurmiiz, so that they had recited the sermon for both of these 
together. So when their letters came to the Sultan detailing 
what we have stated, he gave his acceptance of the allegiance 
they had proffered, distributed to them abounding gifts, and 
granted his permission to them in the matter. Upon this the 
judge invested him with a superb vestment. The text of the 
address that arrived at court from them was to the following 
effect, and God it is who grants success. 

" In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. O my 
Lord God, do Thou bestow gratulation, and do Thou cause 
to reach." 

In the margin of the address (there was written) : " From the 
least of the slaves and the greatest of loving friends, the judge 
of the town of Calicut, and a party of its chief men." 

At the commencement of the address, after the invocation of 
God's name (was written) : " And I ask of the revolution of the 
revolving sphere, as from the progression of the ever-progressing 
star, that the life may be long of our lord, the magnified one, of 
our owner, the honoured one, the prince of wezfrs in the universe, 
the blazing flame of the religion, the firmament of the kingdom, 
and sky of the sultanate, possessed of eminent qualities and 
manifest stations, refuge of the great, asylum of the grandees, 
prop of the city, pillar of the epoch, in whose courts the ridden 
beasts linger, and through whose liberality gifts attain large nr 
dimensions, who possesses at once the two pre-eminences of 
knowledge and munificence, who holds the two means of 
kindness and beneficences, abounding in the splendour of the 
creed, the truth, and the religion succourer of 'Isldm and 
Muslims, ease of mankind altogether, whose grandeur may 
God perpetuate, and whose shadow may He extend in the 
two horizons, whose prosperity be ever limpid in its streams, 
ample in its robes, as well as a blessing, with full tanks and 
luxuriant meadows ; as also may his military expeditions never 
cease to rise in power, while his enemies suffer distress. f. 336* 
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" And it IS submitted unto his sacred knowledge and pre- 
eminent judgment, after kissing the earth of his exalted 
presence, and a prayer for the extension of his subduing realm, 
that a congregation in the town of Calicut, having among them 
the honourable merchants and the great chieftains, when it was 
requested of (me) your bedesman that the pulpit should be 
honoured with the recitation of the titles of our lord the supreme 
Sultan, the magnified Caliph, guardian of the countries of the 
Arabians and non-Arabians, lord of the Sultans of the north 
and the south, the Sultan, the most mighty lord, Melik 'Eshref, 
whose dominion may God eternize ; and when all of them 
expatiated amply on the enumeration of the great deeds of 
our lord the Sultan, whose dominion may God eternize, as 
of the preceding Caliphs and former protojurists, in like manner 
iir as that honour is enjoyed by the eleven preachers of the eleven 
towns, such as Nelenbiir,*"^ the pulpit of which has been 
honoured with the recital of the titles of our lord the Sultan, 
whose dominion may God eternize, this very new year ; and 
every one of them expressed a desire for the same ; let then 
the knowledge of our Lord be cognizant thereof, whose glory 
endure. 

" And there has been, before the present date, a number of 
out-of-the-way countries, such as Bengal, Hurmiiz, Sumatra, and 
others than they, that had requested the honour of the pulpit, 
with the recital of the titles of the Sultans of their countries, but 
had not succeeded in the attempt, though they had spent sums 
of money without limit and without count. This time, however, 
your bedesman has complied and accepted the request of the 
congregation aforesaid, and the pulpit has been honoured with 
the recital of the titles of our lord the very great Sultan, the 
magnified Caliph, lord of the Sultans of the Arabians as of 
the non-Arabians, the Sultan and Lord Melik 'Eshref, whose 
dominion may God eternize, causing his justice to endure, and 
whose prosperity increase each day for (the sake of) Muhammed 
and his family. 

" The supplication from eleemosynary acts of our lord, whose 
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glory may God cause to endure, is that there may go forth a 
sovereign command to the lieutenants and to the agents in the 
supreme chancery, that they may inscribe his name on the 
pages of the enumerated ancient preachers, and write him 
down with the entries of those numbered, so that he may 
thereby acquire the great reward and a good name ; for * God '''''* 
speaks the truth, and He it is who guides in the right path' 
(Qur'dn, 33, 4). 

" Now the reason of my writing unto Thy exalted presence, 
may it never cease to be exalted, is the suggestion of the con- 
gregation in the town of Calicut, among them being Jemalu'd- 
Dfn Yijsuf the Ghassdnite, Niiru'd-Din *Aliyy the Qawwite, 
Zeynu*d-Dfn *Aliyy the Roman, Niiru'd-Din Sheykh 'Aliyy of 
Erdebfl, with Sa*du'd-Dfn Mes^iid and Shihibu'd-Din 'Ahmed f- 336»> 
of Khiizistdn, besides others, notable merchants, who are all 
unanimous in the matter, so that glory may accrue to them, 
and honour. For whosoever taketh hold of /its skirt, and 
grasps firmly at /it's rope, hath already attained to his desire 
in this life, as also to the object of his endeavours in the world 
to come. For he hath said : * He who directeth to a good 
action is like unto him who does it, and he who does a good 
deed shall be in paradise.' 

" The slave hath no need to exaggerate, and our lord is one 
who pardons and deals generously, who will not leave him 
frustrated of his abounding kindnesses and surpassing bene- 
volences. Should he even include him in the number of his 
servants assiduous in duty to him, his decision is the more 
preferable, and his command is superior to all. 

" And may salutation be on the prince of apostles, and glory 
be to God the Lord of the universes. I ask of God that He 
will preserve his noble court from the evil visitations of time, 
guarding it from the blows of intervening accident. For verily no 
He is the gracious, the freely giving, the clement, the merciful. 
Lastly, may salutation be upon his presence-chamber in 
grandeur, with the grace of God and His blessings." 

Thus endeth the address, in the margin of which, too, was 
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written that of which the following is a copy : " Written on the 
second of the month of the second Rebf' in the pilgrimage year 
seven hundred and ninety-five." This is the whole of what 
was in their written address, and God it is who grants success. 
And we will now return to the course of the prosperous 
'Eshrefian reign, the felicities of which may God make complete, 
while He exterminates its enemies and its enviers. 

In the last decade of the month of Ramaddn, despatches 
came to court from the inhabitants of Shahr, conveying news 
of the defeat of the traitor, the son of Biiz, and of his expulsion 
from that country, as also that, after his disappearance, the 
slave of the Sultan, the Shemm^site, had taken possession 
thereof. 

On the first day of Shewwdl (9th August), the 'Em(r Shemsu'd- 
Din *Aliyy son of Muhammed son of Hassdn was appointed 
governor in the fortified frontier stronghold (of *Aden), his 
departure from Zebid to proceed thither taking place on the 
2nd of that month. Again, on the Sth of the month (13th 
August, 1393) the judge 'Afifu'd-Dfn 'Abdu'Udh son of Muham- 
med the Skinner (Jelldd) was appointed to the collectorship of 
nm revenue payments ; while the judge Wejfhu'd-Dfn *AbduV- 
Rahmdn son of Muhammed the *Alcwite was appointed governor 
f. 337* of Mahdlib. The Sultan sent him a set of kettledrums and a 
banner ; he also made him feudal lord of Harad, referring to 
him, in addition, the superintendency over the cantons of 
Surdud. He proceeded towards the aforementioned regions in 
the latter part of the day on Sunday the Sth of Shewwal 
(17th August). The Sultan detached with him a goodly body 
of troops, from whom he could seek assistance against the 
perturbators of the public peace, Arabian tribesmen of the 
districts, and others besides them also. 

On the Sth of Shewwal, too, did the Sultan proceed to the 
capital city, Ta'izz. He had already appointed the 'Emfr 
Seyfu'd-Din Qaysiin governor of Jeththa in place of the 'Emir 
Fakhru*d-Din son of the Sunbulite. The entry of the Sultan 
into Ta'izz took place on the Sunday, the 15th of Shewwal 
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(24th August) ; and on Monday the i6th died the legist 
Muhammed son of Sh^fi*, one of the disciples of the righteous 
Sheykh 'Ismd*(l son of 'Ibrdhfm the Jebretite. He had gone on 
that day to be present at a dancing service of the dervishes. 
When the singer sang in the service, something of an ecstasy 
entered into him, he rose from his place, and sat down for 
a while by the side of the singer ; he then threw himself upon 
the singer, whom he clasped in his embrace for a time, when 
his forces failing him, he fell down in a swoon. They left him 
to himself for an interval, and then uncovered his face, when 
they found him dead. He was a man frequent in his endeavour 
to procure the satisfaction of the wants of the people, and loved nv 
to infuse happiness into them. His house was a retreat for who- 
ever desired it, both from among the dervishes and from among 
the disciples other than them. He had no child or wife ; but 
there were in his house about thirty cats, between the males 
and the females, for the which he used to buy what they would 
eat, and he used to feed them, and take every care of them. 
May God have mercy on him. His burial took place on f, ^^y\ 
Tuesday the 17th of the month (26th August), he being interred 
by the side of the grave of the judge Wej(hu*d-D/n the Nuttd- 
rite ; may the mercy of God be on both of them. 

On the 2 1 St of Shewwdl died Ebii-Bekr of the chains,^^" who 
was a man of Zebfd that had become ritualistically pious and 
a disciple of the mystic sect. He mortified the flesh and 
became an ecstatic to such degree that he threw away the 
garments that were on him, and used to go about the city 
naked, with nothing on him, he perambulating the thoroughfares 
and streets in this state. If anyone clothed him with a plaid 
or a shirt, it would not remain upon him more than a day, 
when he would cast it off. He continued thus until the date 
mentioned above ; and when the night was come preceding 
the Saturday, 21st Shewwdl (30th August), he came to the 
house of a sister of his in the city, and knocked at the door 
for them. They opened the door to him, but found him thrown 
down of himself on to the ground. They carried him and ^i^ 
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entered the house with him, when he made signs with his hand 
to a bedstead, and they placed him thereon. He passed the 
night with them stretched out on that bedstead, where he 
proved to be dead in the morning, though it was also said 
that he died in the early part of the day itself. He was buried 
towards the close of the Saturday in the cemetery at the Qurtub 
gate, and not far from the gate itself A large concourse of the 
inhabitants of Zebfd were at his interment, which was attended 
also by the governor of Zebfd and its chief men. He had not 
been unwell before that night, though God knows best May 
God, who be extolled, have mercy on him. 

On Sunday the 9th of Dhu'l-Qa*da (14th September) the 
'Emfr Shih^bu'd-Dfn 'Ahmed son of *Aliyy son of Shems came 
to court at Ta*izz from the Mikhldf, and on the 15th of that 
month the divinely aided banner of pilgrimage proceeded 
towards Mekka the Venerated, while the *Emfr Bahd'u'd-D(n 
the Shemsite was made governor of Qahriyya and Maqsariyya 
on Friday the 14th of the same. He set out on his journey 
from Zebid towards the said districts on Thursday, 12th Dhii'l- 
Hijja (i6th October). He engaged in a fight with the Maqdsira 
tribesmen, killed about twenty of them, took a number of other 
prisoners, and pillaged a large quantity of their cattle. 

On the 4th of Dhii'l-Hijja (8th October) a Jew professed 'Isldm 
in the city of Zebfd, his public profession taking place in the 
m 'Eshrefiyya college in the presence of the judge Muwaffaqu'd- 
Dfn *Aliyy son of *Ebu-Bekr the Ndshirite, the magistrate at 
that time in Zebfd. The judge gave him a dress of honour, and 
afterwards the 'Emfr *Izzu'd-D(n Hiba son of Muhammed the 
f. 338* Fakhrite gave him also a dress, he being then governor of Zebid. 

In the middle decade of Dhiil-Hijja (i7-26th October) wheat 
was exhausted in the city of Zebfd, as bread, grain, or flour, and 
it remained so for about eight days ; it then began to collect, 
and the price moderated to a degree of perfect cheapness, thanks 
be to God. 

In the year A.H. 796 (A.D. 1393-4) the Ma'dziba tribesmen 
made a predatory incursion in the direction of 'Ewshej on the 
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5th of Muharrem (lOth November, 1393), and their return took 
place on the 7th. But the people of the vale of Zebfd laid wait 
for them in the roads by which they were accustomed to pass, 
and they met hostilely on the border of the people of Herema.^*^' 
They were thirteen horsemen, and they killed of these one 
horseman named MiisA son of 'Ales, who was one of their 
grandees and one of their chieftains. They captured his horse, 
together with one more ; and they entered into Zebfd on the 
8th of the month with the head and the two horses. The 
collector gave them robes of honour and made them a present of 
a large sum of money. 

At this date the Sultan proceeded from Ta*izz to the capital t 338*' 
city of Zebfd, which he entered on Sunday the i ith of Muharrem 
(i6th November), staying at the palace in the garden of the 
level watercourse for some days, and then went to the pavilion iv» 
of the palace DAru'n-Nasr at the upper sandhill.^^^ 

At the end of the month was murdered the 'Emfr Shihabu'd- 
Dfn Mithq^l, who was governor in the district of Qar*ad^^^; 
he was slain by the people of his town through a piece of 
knavery, for he was a munificent, acute, well-conducted governor. 
May God, who be extolled, have mercy on him. Again, on the 
30th of the said month of Muharrem was slain the scribe 'Ishaq 
son of Muhammed son of 'Ishdq. His murder occurred in 
the city of Harad ; and they who killed him were a party of the 
troops and of the Benu-Seba\ He was a bad man with a very 
foul tongue. May God forgive him. 

On the 1 8th of Safer (23rd December) died the noble princess, 
the lady of the most illustrious eunuch Jemdlu*d-Dfn Mu'attib 
son of *Abdu'll<lh the 'Eshrefite. She was the mother of the 
children of our lord the Sultan Melik 'Eshref, whose lifetime 
may God prolong. Her demise occurred in the pavilion of the 
palace Ddru'n-Nasr, and she was buried in the early morning of 
Wednesday the 19th of Safer (24th December) in the mausoleum 
there which is known by her name, and is to the east of the 
mausoleum of the righteous Sheykh Zeynu'd-Din Talha son 
of *isd Hettdr. 
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On the day of her death the Intimate ^^^ came to court from 
Kedrd' ; and in the night before her demise and on the day of her 
interment there was a very heavy rain, general over the whole 
country. Recitations of the Qur'dn over her were continued for 
1^1 seven days ; and when the seven were at an end, the Sultan 
instituted for the service of her tomb one hundred Qur'an reciters 
to chant it night and day, which they did for a month. He gave 
to all of them dresses of honour and remunerated them. He then 
appointed from among them twenty to be perpetual reciters, 
building for them there twenty rooms to be inhabited by them. 
There came over him a great gloom and violent regret ; and he 
slaughtered over her grave on the day of her death a number of 
head of camels and oxen, making away also with numerous 
(other) dumb beasts. 

She was a woman who did much good. She wrought by the 
hand of others many deeds commanded by God, besides what 
works of beneficence she did openly. She was the mother of 
four of his male issue, who are *Abdu*r-Rahmdn Fd'iz, 'Ahmed 
f. 339' Nisir, *Abbis *Afdal, and *Aliyy Mujdhid. To her are owing, 
among religious monuments, the Mu*attibiyya college in the 
Wisita quarter of the city of Ta*izz, in which there are a pre- 
centor, a mu'edhdhin, a sexton, a professor with students, and 
a teacher with orphans who learn to read and recite the Qur'in ; 
hers, too, are a number of drinking-fountains in the valley- 
bottoms of roads, to which come to drink the outgoing and 
incoming morning and evening cattle with their pastors. She 
used to give orders to repair the roads, the staired ways,^^^^ the 
steep hillside paths, and whatever is detrimental to passers-by, 
such as trees and the like. A number of poets composed 
'^^ elegies on her, and among them the jurist Muwaffaqu'd-Dfn 
*Aliyy son of Muhammed the Ndshirite, the jurist Jemalu'd-Dm 
Muhammed son of*Aliyythe pastor, the jurist Radiyyu'd-Din 
'Ebu-Bekr son of 'Abdu'lldh the Hebfrite, the jurist Sherefuy- 
Dfn 'Ismd*fl son of 'Ebii-Bekr the Qur'dn reciter, and others 
besides them from among the eloquent men of talent. There 
is not in my mind at this moment any fragment of their poems, 
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but I have written down a poem that I indited at the time, and 
I give it here as a stop-gap to prevent disappointment. It 
begins thus : — 

** Constrain thyself ^ to patience^ and lament not over the calamity 
of the epochy hut accept the great affliction with lauds and 
with fortitude'' (and 35 other distichs). (f. 339^) 

Thus hath said *Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite, with f. 34©' 
whom may God deal according to His grace: "And when a 
week had passed away after the death of that illustrious lady, 
tjiere died the august princess, the lady of Hafidh, and daughter 
of our Lord the Sultan Melik Mujahid, whose soul in heaven 
may God sanctify." 

The Sultan Melik 'Eshref remained after the death of his 
spouse aforesaid for a whole month in his pavilion at the 
Ddru'n-Nasr palace, neither going in nor coming out, save in 
the middle of the night to the mausoleum of the deceased lady 
to recite what he was enabled to do from the Qur'dn, and 
then return. 

And when it was Wednesday (21st January, 1394) the i8th 
of the former Rebi* the Sultan moved away from Daru*n-Nasr 
to the principal palace of the Sultans in Zebid. And at this i^ 
date did the Sultan take to wife the illustrious princess, the 
lady of the eunuch Jemdlu*d-Din Merj^n the 'Eshrefite. And 
the Sultan remained a whole month in the city of Zebid. 

And in the end of this month, the former Rcbi*, the blessed 
banner of pilgrimage arrived from Mekka the Venerated and 
reached the city of Zebid. Then, after a while, the Sultan 
moved to the Saldhiyy palace,^^^® remained there some days, 
and then came back to the great palace ^^^^ when the 8th of the 
latter Rebf* was gone by (6th February). When the i6th of 
that month (14th) was com.e, the Sultan carried out a foray with 
the troops into the country of the Ma^dziba tribe. Their spies 
used never to be absent from the city. So when the Sultan 
resolved to invade them, their spies brought them the tidings, 
VOL. 11. 15 
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^' 340^* and they moved away in flight. Thus he could not overtake 
any of them, except such as did not understand the thing. 
Some of them were killed and the rest escaped. Then the 
troops pillaged their villages and hamlets, for they had not 
taken anything with them at their departure, excepting their 
cattle only. The Sultan and the troops remained in their 
country one day, and then returned to the city, which he entered 
1VI* on the 17th of the latter Rebf' (15th February), resolved to come 
back against them and pitch a camp against them. 

He remained in Zcbfd the rest of the 17th, the i8th, and the 
19th, completing the appliances of warfare and enquiring into 
its apparatus. On the 20th (i8th February) he went forth with 
a well-appointed force, and pitched his camp in the village 
known as the House of the Jurist the son of *Ujeyl (BeytuU- 
Faqihi 'bni *Ujeyl, " Beit-el-Fakih " of maps).i53o He sent the 
treasurer to Zebid, commanding him to load and bring out 
a hundred thousand ducats in treasure, and all the coats-of-mail, 
jerkins, and helmets that he could lay his hands on in Zebid. 
So the treasurer went to Zebid with all diligence, loaded, 
and brought all that had been demanded of him. When the 
treasurer had joined him, he marched from Reytu'l-Faqfhi *bni 
*Ujeyl with the whole of his divinely aided troops, the cavalry 
being then six hundred in full panoply, and the infantry one 
thousand eight hundred bows, besides the shieldsmcn of the 
police force. 

He pitched his camp against the slaves of the Haneka 
(villageV^^ his headquarters being in the village known as 
the House of the Camel-Slaughterers (Beytu*l-*Uqqary^* The 
slaves fled from their village, which the troops pillaged utterly. 
And when it was the third day after his arrival among them, 
he mounted with his divinely aided forces, and marched with 
them, accompanied by two sets of kettledrums, with pandean 
ivo pipes, and with the standard of the Commander of the Believers, 
*Aliyy son of 'Ebii-Talib, as well as with his own divinely aided 
banner, so penetrating into the country of the slaves, who had 
already sent out scouts of their own. So when they heard 
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of the Sultan's having mounted, as well as the troops, they 
decamped with their women and children, as also their cattle, 
and there was not to be found in the whole insurrection a single 
one of them. The troops then pillaged their hamlet, and the 
Sultan returned to his divinely aided camp. 

During the space of the Sultan's stay in the camp aforesaid, 
the Sheykhs of the tribe of the Archers (Rumdt) came to 
the Sultan's court, bringing with them whatever horses they 
possessed, these being at the time thirteen horses. The Sheykhs f. 341' 
of the Zeydiyya (clan or sect) came also with the horses they 
had. The Sultan gave them others in exchange, and ordered 
that there should be written out for them a charter for the 
alleviation of the taxes of the Ddhi (district) ; so they went 
back to their hamlet rejoicing. As the stay of the Sultan in 
his camp continued, the slaves sent in all the horses they had 
with them, the total thereof being twenty-one. And the extent 
of the Sultan's stay in Beytu'l-*Uqqdr was twelve days. 

At the end of the month of the latter Rebi* aforesaid 
(February) the 'Emfr Bahd'u'd-Din the- Shemsite attacked the ivi 
Maqdsira clan, killing of them about thirty individuals, whose 
heads he took off and sent them to the Sultan. They reached 
him while he was yet in his aforementioned camp. 

On the 1st of the month of the former Jumddd (ist March) 
the Sultan moved away from the said camp to the city of 
Kedra', thence proceeding to Mehjem, where he was joined by 
the 'Emir Bahd'u'd-Dfn the Shemsite, by *Ajldn son of HeHs, 
by his brother *Isd, and by Niiru'd-Din of San'd'. Now the 
Dhebd'ih (clan) and the (clan of) Persians (Furs) of Harfr,^^^^ 
the Harir of the Huneysh, were (dependent) on Mehjem. So 
the Sultan remained at Mehjem about ten days, and distributed 
to the troops about fifty thousand ducats. The Shemsite pre- 
sented the horses of the Arabian tribesmen of the Surdud 
districts, of the Benii-Hufays, the Benu-*Ubeyda, the people of 
Duweyra, and the Benii-Zeyd, about forty head in all. Those 
who had taken spoil, too, gave up six horses. 

The Sultan after that moved on to Mahdlib, where the judge 
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Wejihu'd-Din *AbduV-RahmAn son of Muhammed the *Alevvite 
joined him, as also the 'Emfr Seyfu'd-Din Qaysiin. So the 
Sultan made his entry into Mahalib with a very large force. 
The judge Wejihu'd-Dfn *AbduV-Rahmdn son of Muhammed 
''^ the *Ale\vite offered as a present of hospitality what he could 
bring forward ; and with the offer of hospitality he presented 
ten thousand ducats, as also twenty-two head of horses pf 
generous race, and rich silk stuffs to the value of two thousand 
ducats. 

The troops of Harad also joined, having with them twenty 
head of horses of race. The Sultan gave orders to the wezir 
to mount and proceed to the country of the Leader (Qd'id),^^^ 
f. 341^ and bring him to court. So he rode to Mansiira and met the 
Qa*id *Ebu-Bekr son of 'Ahmed son of *Aliyy, whom he brought 
to court with his brother and his paternal uncle. They entered 
the presence of the Sultan, who assured them of his protection, 
made them at home with himself, gave them dresses of honour, 
confirmed them in their former state, and they went back to 
their own country under the warrant of the Sultan. The Qd'id 
'Ebii-Bekr then sent thirty head of horses. Afterwards, the 
Sultan mounted one day with his troops to the country of the 
Qi'id, at which the Qd'id felt alarmed and ordered his men to 
saddle. They saddled and mounted. The Sultan became 
informed of their having collected together, and advanced 
towards them. The Qd'id came to meet him, and the Sultan 
arrested him. He then entered Mansiira, where his heralds 
proclaimed safeguard, and no one stretched forth his hand to 
take a single thing in any one instance. The Sultan stayed 
1VA in Mansiira until the latter part of the day, when he returned 
to Mahalib, having the Qa'id with him in fetters. He demanded 
of him his horses ; and he caused horses to [be] produced to 
the number of a hundred and twelve head, as well as twenty- 
six coats of mail. The Sultan then set him at liberty, after he 
had engaged to give up the remainder of the horses he possessed. 
An edict of the Sultan was published demanding the horses of 
the Arabian tribesmen of the district. The people of Summ ^^^"^ 
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produced twent3'-nine head, the Sheykh of the Wd*idhdt ^^^ 
sixteen head, the lord of JAzdn '^" six head. During the 
interval of his stay at Mahdlib he installed the judge JemAlu*d- 
Dfn Muhammed son of 'Umer son of Shukeyl as collector. 

On the 25th of the former Jumddd (2Sth March) died the 
'Em{r *Izzu'd-Dfn Hiba son of 'Ebii-Bekr Fakhr son of Yiisuf 
son of Mansiir, who was then governor of Zebid, and was buried on 
the 26th of the same month. When the Sultan became informed 
of his decease, he appointed to be governor the son of his 
paternal uncle, Nejmu'd-Din Muhammed son of *Ibrdhim son 
of Muhammed Sheref son of Yiisuf son of Mansiir, who followed 
the line of conduct pursued by his paternal cousin. 

On that 26th day of the month of the former Jumadd, 
towards its close, the Qureyshite tribesmen of the vale of Rima* 
made a foray on the Ma*dziba tribesmen of the clan Benii- 
Beshir as far as the date-plantations of Mudebbi. For news 
had reached the Qureyshite people that the Ma*dziba had fled ; iv^ 
whereas this was not true, but, on the contrary, they were in 
a most complete state of concentration. When intelligence 
reached them of the raid by the Qureyshite people against 
them, they sallied out in their direction. The Qureyshites 
retreated at the close of the day, and there were slain of them 
about twelve men, four horses being seized and two killed, f. 342^ 
They also captured four riding-camels. And on the 30th of 
the former Jumddd (26th March, 1394) the Ma*dziba made a 
foray against Feshdl with an immense force ; but the people of 
Feshdl broke them, drove them back, took from them two 
seamen,**^ and wounded a number of them. 

On Friday the ist of the latter Jumadd (27th March) the 
Sheykh Nahdriyy son of *Isd the 'Esh'arite, Sheykh of the 
Benu-Dureyhim clan, was murdered. He was killed by the sons 
of *Aliyy son of the Foreigner, in revenge for their father.^*** 
There was killed with him also the Sheykh *Aliyy son of 
Juheys the *Esh*arite, whom a party of the Mdlikites ^"^^ slew 
in retaliation for a man of their clan killed by a party of the 
slrtves of the *Esh*arites. 
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In the interval of the stay of the Sultan in Mahalib an august 
decree was issued for the writing out of letters- patent for the 
alleviation of the assessed taxes in favour of the inhabitants 
'^^* of the Dahi district, for he had an inclination towards the 
people. And one day he mounted, with his divinely aided 
troops, and went to the frontiers of the castle of Mendbir. 
The troops pillaged the people of that district most thoroughly, 
and burnt some of their villages. The Sultan returned to 
Mahdlib at the close of the same day. The extent of his 
stay in Mahalib was a month and three days. The Sultan 
then came back from Mahdlib to the cantons of the vale of 
Surdud, his entry into Beyt-Huseyn occurring on Friday the 
22nd of the latter Jumdda (17th April). He remained there 
one night, marched towards Mehjem, and entered it on the 23rd 
(1 8th April). 

He remained in Mehjem three days, and wrote for the 
peasantry a charter for the alleviation of the assessed taxes, 
annexing the district to the 'Emir Bahd'u'd-Din the Shemsite. 
He then journeyed to go to Zebfd, which he entered on 
Thursday the 28th of the month (23rd April) with an imposing 

* 

array of about five hundred fully equipped horsemen, about 
three thousand infantry men, and before him the horses that he 
had taken from the marauding Arabian tribesmen, these being 
two hundred and ninety-six head, some of them having perished 
on the road. He came into the city of Zebid at the date specified 
above with a grand display, so that it was a day to be seen. 

On the 1st of the month of Rejeb (2Sth April), it being 
a Saturday, the first of the Saturdays at the date-groves, the 
'^^^ Sultan passed the day at the palace Ddru's-Suriir,^^^ as also 
the Sunday and the Monday. He then moved to Ddru*n-Nasr, 
where he stayed the Tuesday and Wednesday, entering Zebfd 
on Thursday, and performing his noontide congregational 
devotions of Friday in the cathedral mosque of Zebfd on the 
f. 342" 7th (ist May). The second Saturday passed similarly, and he 
performed his Friday devotions of the 14th (8th May) in the 
cathedral of Zebfd. 
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On the 20th of Rejeb (14th May) a letter arrived from Mekka 
the Venerated giving the news about Timur-Lenk ^^^ the 
Turkish prince, together with such tidings as had reached them. 
They mentioned respecting Timur-Lenk that the scouts of his 
army had come to Baghdad on the 17th of Shewwal in the year 
795 (25th August, 1393), and that, so soon as the scouts of 
his army arrived, as we have said, the lord of Baghdad, the 
son of *Uweys,^**' had tucked up his skirts,^*" had loaded as 
much as he was able to load of that which he had treasured 
up, and had issued forth with two thousand horsemen to go to 
Egypt. That when the 20th of that same Shewwal (28th August) 
was come, the prince Timurlenj (Timur-Lenk) had arrived 
with his troops and his levies in Baghdad, which he had 
pillaged, and the inhabitants of which he had massacred with 
great slaughter. That he had stayed therein four months, from 
the 20th of Shewwdl, 795 (28th August), until after the middle 
of Safer, 796 (20th December, 1393), issuing forth from Baghdad 
in the latter days of Safer (December, 1393), after leaving therein lAr 
an *Emir, with whom he also left five thousand horsemen. That 
his troops were an immense army, in the camp of which a man 
on foot could journey for twelve days, and the most part of 
them blasphemers. ^^^ They recounted, furthermore, that among 
those troops were thirty thousand man-eaters ^*^* ; and that 
these, when night approached, were put into an enclosure, 
guards being placed to keep watch over them, lest they should 
come forth against any of the people and cause them suflferings. 
And when the prince Tiniurlenj went away from Baghdad, as 
we have related, he marched towards Syria, though it is said 
that he attacked Hadirin ^^^ and Siis,^^^ giving up the inhabitants 
thereof to indiscriminate slaughter. But God knows best. 

But with respect to what happened to the son of 'Uweys.^^* 
When he directed his steps to Egypt, Berqiiq^*^ came forth 
to him, met him, showed him honour, and treated him with 
kindness. His arrival at Cairo took place in the month of the 
latter Rebi* (January, 1394), and Berqiiq went forth from Egypt 
with an immense army, innumerable. This was because he left 
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not in Egypt one single 'Emfr, or soldier, or legist, or devotee, 
but all marched with him. The whole of the Arabian tribesmen 
of Syria, too, marched with him, the Benii-Muhenna'^'^^ and 
others besides them. The Be'-'l-Hurafish ^^'^ also marched with 
him. And the son of 'Uweys journeyed with him, and they 
all journeyed together to Damascus. And they sent to the lord 
IN* of the Romans ^^^ (the Ottoman Sultan Bayezfdj that he should 
join them in person, as they hoped that God would aid them. 

The writer of the letter that had come from Mekka the 
Venerated recounted that a letter had reached them from 
Medfna the Sacred, written by one of the sojourners ^^^* there 
to one of the sojourners in Mekka, in which it was said that the 
lieutenant-governor of Aleppo had received information that 
the prince Timurlenj had sent the advance-guard of his army, 
»• 343' thirty thousand strong, towards Syria. That when the governor 
of Aleppo heard of this he had collected his forces, and such of 
the Arabian tribesmen as he had been able, the Benii-Muhenna* 
and others besides, and had marched with the whole of these 
against them. That when the two forces met, the followers of 
Timurlenj had been defeated, an immense slaughter of them 
had ensued, and they had gone back to him routed. That God 
had sent destruction upon them, so that the greater portion of 
them had perished. 

Up to the present date (of the history), which is the close of 
the year 796 (October, 1394), intelligence has not reached us 
about Berquq and those who may have joined him from the 
levies of Syria, of the Romans, of Babylonia, and others besides 
these. News of them will come, however, if God so will. 

And on Saturday the 22nd of Rejeb in this year A.H. 796 
(i6th May, A.D. 1394) died our lord Mclik FA'iz, son of our lord 
the Sultan Melik *Eshref, who was the eldest of his sons. 
He was wise, possessed of deliberation and gravity ; may God, 
who be extolled, have mercy on him. He was buried by the 
side of his mother in the mausoleum spoken of, and his burial 
was attended by the whole of the people of Zebi'd, according 
T^*" to the variety of their stations in life, and by all the troops. 
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There were slaughtered over his grave a number of quadrupeds ; 
and the recitations of the Qur'dn over him lasted sevQn days, 
terminating with the 30th of the afore-mentioned month of 
Rejeb (24th May). 

On Monday the ist of Sha'Wn (25th May) the Sultan went 
down to the date-groves and stayed there according to his usual 
custom. On Thursday the nth (4th June) he named the judge 
Wejihu'd-Dfn *Abdu'r-Rahmdn son of Muhammed the *Alewite 
to the coUectorship of taxes, and also to that of the canonically 
legal customs-dues, leaving the coUectorship of domain rights 
with the judge *Afifu*d-Din *Abdu'llAh son of Muhammed the 
Skinner. The Sultan proceeded to the seaside on the i6th of 
the month (9th June), and the wezir, the judge Shihabu'd-Din 
('Ahmed son of 'Umer son of Mu'aybid), proceeded to Zebid on 
Wednesday the 17th (loth June), remained there three days, 
and journeyed late on the Friday, 19th (12th June), towards the 
northern cantons. He took up his residence in Mahdlib, where 
he repaired the palace of the place, thereby giving the whole 
district a new sense of prosperity. 

On the 20th of Sha*bdn (13th June) the Sultan came up from 
the seaside to the date-groves, and thence to Zebfd on the 21st 
(14th June). He proceeded towards TaSzz on Wednesday the 
24th (17th June), entering it on the 28th of. the month (21st f. 343' 
June). He made ready for the performance of the month's 
fast of Ramadan, and caused the quarter of the Ddru'n-Nasr *^* iao 
palace to be vacated for its occupation by the jurists, the judges, 
the 'emfrs, the wezirs, and whoever was accustomed to be 
present in his hall of audience for the purpose of night service 
(Teshfi*) *^^ in the month of Ramadan, according to custom ; 
may God keep him. 

Those who were present in his audience chamber in the 
month of RamadAn used to dispute on the relative superiority 
of the fresh ripe dates and the grapes, as to which of the two 
had the advantage over its competitor. The unanimous award 
was given for the pre-eminence of the fresh ripe dates over the 
grapes. They who sustained the thesis of the superiority of 
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the fresh ripe dates over the grapes were the le«[ists and 'emirs 
of the low and hot western seaboard of the Tihama, while those 
who argued for the pre-eminence of grapes over fresh ripe dates 
were the legists and 'emirs of the hill-country. These men of 
the mountains entrusted their case to the jurist Safiyyu*d-Din 
*Ahmed son of Miisd of Ta*izz and of the Shafi*iyy school, who 
was a profound, scrutinizing, investigating, argumentative legist ; 
while they of the low country gave their case to the jurist 
Sherefu'd-Din 'Isma*il son of 'Ebii-Bekr son of *Abdu'lldh the 
Huseynite and professed Qur'an-reciter, who was ablaze with 
sharpness of mind. There used to be present at these encounters 
the canon-law justice, the judge *Afifu'd-Din *Abdu*llah son of 
Muhammed son of 'Abdu'lldh the Ndshirite, who was the most 
perfect of the men of his time, for whom no compeer coirld be 
1A1 found, and who was the best entitled of mankind to the dictum 
of 'Ebu-Tayyib Mutenebbi', when he says : 

" A Judge zuho, zuken two cases are found mutually intervolvedy 
forms an opinion that would separate water from milk ; 
Who speaks the truths even wJun it contains what he may be 
injured by^ and in whom are fou7id combined the two 
conditions^ secret and public (honesty) T 

On Wednesday the 9th of Ramadan (loth June) a woman 
from among the Jews embraced 'Islam, entering into the 
religion of the Truth, forswearing all creeds dissident from 
'Islam. Her husband was an Israelite, and the judge of the 
sanctified canon law made it obligatory on him to repay her 
dower, which was a just debt owing by him. He repaid it, 
therefore, in the court of law, and the judge pronounced a 
divorce a vinailo matrimonii henceforth between the two, unless 
he also should embrace 'Islam. God is almighty in that which 
He wills. 

At that date, too, the 'Emir Bedru'd-Din Muhammed son of 
Bahadir the Sunbulite proceeded as governor to 'Ebyen, the 
'Emir Baha'u'd - Dfn Bahadir the Latifite being removed 
therefrom. 
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And on the 24th of Ramadan (2Sth June, 1394) there arrived 
at court the jurist, the most erudite protojurist, the very illus- 
trious judge, Mejdu'd-Din Muhammed son of Ya^qiib of Shirdz 
(in Persia),^"" coming from the fortified frontier station (of 
*Aden) by supreme command. When he reached the august 
court the Sultan showed honour and kindness to him, setting ^- 344' 
him in a station worthy of his condition. He sent to him ^^^ 
immediately four thousand newly coined dirhem pieces of silver 
as a gift of hospitable welcome, having already despatched to 
him at *Aden an outlay of four thousand dirhems for provisions 
and outfit there in order to his coming to him. He never 
ceased to dwell near him in honour and consideration, while 
the people profited by him largely. He was, in his generation, 
the Sheykh {^facile princeps) in apostolic tradition, in syntax, in 
lexicology, history, and jurisprudence, besides being a very 
advanced student in all besides these. He was the author of 
instructive literary works, and he commented the " Compre- 
hensive Collection of True Tradition " ('El-Jdmi*u's-Sahih) of 
the Bukhdrite by a very profitable commentary. 

The Sultan's performance of the fast of Ramaddn this year 
(796) took place in the flourishing capital city of Thu*bat. The 
'Emir BahA*u'd-Din Bahadir the Latifite arrived at the court 
of the Sultan from the city of 'Ebyen, his arrival occurring 
on the 26th of RamadAn (19th July). On the 27th arrived 
the Sherif Shemsu'd-Din *Aliyy son of Qdsim, lord of Jehrdn, 
with about thirty horsemen, all desirous of taking service in 
the Sultan's court The Sultan received them with honour 
and kindness, as was his usual custom ; may God have mercy ^^ 
on him. 

The Sultan held the festival of the termination of the month's 
fast (23rd July) at the prosperous Thu*bdt. His son Melik 
Ndsir ^^^ mounted and rode with the whole of the divinely aided 
troops as substitute for his father, and performed the service of 
worship in the open-air place of worship special to the festivals, 
after having reviewed the troops in the august parade-ground 
as was their custom ; and it was a day to be seen. 
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And in the said month of Ramadan the Sultan, may God, 
who be extolled, have mercy on hiin, commanded a party of 
the professional Qur'an reciters to assemble in the blessed 
mausoleum, the mausoleum of our lady the princess of Mu*attib, 
may God shield all of them with His mercy. He also com- 
manded that there should be set out a sumptuous repast every 
night of the month, at which should be present the reciters, as 
also the permanent chaplains of the said mausoleum, and of the 
mausoleum of our lord Melik Fa'iz. They were twenty- four 
Qur'an reciters ; and he gave as a dress of honour to each 
individual among them half a piece of white linen and a whole 
web of crude stuff. He ordered, furthermore, for each one of 
them forty pieces of silver, a quarter bushel of corn, and a 
quarter bushel of dried dates. He also placed thirty head of 
cows at their service, so that their milk should be given to 
the said reciters and to those in the same category, such as 
1A^ mu'edhdhins, Suridaliyya ^^^ men, and others. 
f. 344^ On the 19th of Shewwal (nth August) there came on, in the 

city of Ta'izz, and in its environs, a shower of rain with thunder 
and lightning, which latter struck a party of men, of whom four 
individuals died at the instant ; so much so that it was said 
that one of them was at that moment crying out the summons 
to worship ; that is, the lightning struck him as he was in the 
act and course of calling out the summons, so that he did not 
finish the word in which he was engaged. 

On the 29th of ShewwAl in this year 796 (21st August, 1394) 
the banner of pilgrimage set out for Mckka the Venerated 
from the city of Zebid. At the same date the *Emir Bahd'u'd- 
Dfn Bah^dir the Latifite was appointed feudal lord of Harad, 
and he proceeded thitherwards on the ist of Dhii'l-Qa^da. 

On the 20th of this latter (13th September) the judge 
Shih^bu'd-Din 'Ahmed son of 'Umer son of Mu'aybid mounted 
from the city of Mahalib to demand from the QA'id the tax 
that was due from him. He refused to deliver what had been 
assessed against him, and sallied forth with his troops to 
encounter the wczi'r. The wezir commanded the forces to 
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engage him, and the Qa'id was routed most completely. The 
forces then entered into. his town where he was, and which is 
named Mansiira.^^^ They pillaged it most severely, leaving 
nothing for the QA*id or for any other than him. They took 
possession of the remainder of his horses found in his stable. 1V 
A wound, too, was inflicted on him, and he fled from the town, 
forsaking it. The wezfr appointed as governor of the town a 
certain one of his brothers, and set in order the affairs of the 
people. He remained therein some days ; and a letter came 
in from the Qa'id offering to deliver over what was due from 
him, and asking for an amnesty for himself, as also for the whole 
of the people of his country. This was complied with, and he 
returned to his town and resided there. 

On the 24th of Dhu'l-Qa*da in this year 796 (17th September) 
the Qureyshiyya men and the 'Esh'ariyya tribesmen of the vale 
of Rima* made a raid upon the Ma'aziba, and killed of them 
about thirty men, as was related to me by a man from among 
them. The total of those whose heads were cut off*, of the 
Ma'dziba tribesmen, in this expedition, was sixteen heads. They 
went up with them to the Sultan, and he gave them robes of 
honour, bestowing on them also presents of money. 

On the nth of Dhii'l-Hijja (6th October) the Ma'dziba tribes- 
men carried out a foray upon the cattle of the people of the 
vale of Zebid in the district of Haza,*^^ and they carried off" as 
plunder a great number of oxen and other beasts, as the people f. 345* 
were busied about the festival (of sacrifices). So the *Esh*anyy 
men, with the divinely aided troops from Feshdl, made an 
inroad upon the Ma'aziba tribe immediately after their incursion 
into the vale of Zebid ; and they pillaged them of a goodly 
amount of property. The Ma*Aziba set out in quest of them, in 
but failed to recover their property. 

In the last decade of Dhii'l-Hijja (isth-25th October) a 
missive appeared from the Sultan commanding in a very 
pressing manner the return of the wezfr from Mahdlib. He 
set out from Mahdlib on the 27th of the month (22nd October), 
leaving there one of his brothers, Sheref 'Ebu'l-Qasim son of 
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*Umer son of Mu*aybid, and he left the other, 'Isma*il son of 
'Umer son of Mii'aybid, at Mehjem. He arrived at Zebid on 
Monday, the last day of Dhii'l-Hijja (26th October). 

In this year A.H. 796 there occurred shocks of earthquake in 
the village of Mewza* and its environs, successive shocks, about 
forty shocks in one single day. These took place in the former 
and latter months of Jumadd CMarch and April). The jurist 
'Ebii-Bekr son of Suleymdn of 'Usab informed me as of his own 
witnessing, not as a relation from another than himself; but 
God knows best. 

In the year A.H. 797 (a.d. 1394-5) the wezir proceeded from 
the capital city of Zebfd to the court of the Sultan in all safety. 
The Sultan received him graciously, and ordered out the whole 
of the troops to meet him. Our lord Melik N^sir went forth 
n^r also to meet him, as an honour to him, and as a mark of great 
consideration. When he arrived at the august court the Sultan 
gave him a grand reception, clothed him with a magnificent 
robe of honour, had a she-mule with a neck-collar ^^^ led out for 
him, and presented him with five thousand ducats. 

The Sultan determined to go down to the western low sea- 
board, and his start from Ta*izz was on the loth of Muharrem 
{5th November), his entry into Zebid taking place on Monday 
the 14th of the month (9th November). When the Sultan had 
settled down in Zebid he commanded the wezir to proceed and 
get in the revenues in the northern cantons. While he was 
getting himself ready for this, lo, intelligence arrived of the 
murder of the *Em{r Bahd*u'd-Din the Latffite. They who 
killed him were the inhabitants of Habshd*,^^^ in the borders 
of Harad, and his murder was in the night before Wednesday 
the 1 6th (nth November), news of the misdeed reaching Zebid 
f. 345» on the Saturday the 19th (14th November). The wezir started 
on his journey on the 20th (iSth November), and the 'Emir 
Fakhru'd-Din 'Ebii-Bekr son of Bahddir the Sunbulite was 
nominated in his stead, the 'Emir Seyfu'd-Din Sinjer being 
appointed to Oahma in lieu of the son of the Sunbulite. 

The wezir remained at Kedrd' for some days to put in order 
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the affairs of the peasantry there. He then sent on a certain 
day a party of treasury clerks to certain of the districts of the 
Archers tribe (Rumat). They refused to come in to him, and 
assaulted the treasury clerks. These treasury clerks came back 
and reported on their resistance. The wezir then ordered a i^r 
party of the forces to make a raid on them. These set out 
towards them, and they issued forth against these. The captain 
over the troops was the 'Emfr Seyfu'd-Dfn Oaysiin, who was 
followed by the 'Emfr Fakhru'd-Dfn 'Ebii-Bekr, son of the 
Sunbulite. They engaged the Arabian tribesmen, and killed 
of them thirty men and odd, men of renown among them. They 
pillaged them also unsparingly ; for the troops had taken them 
by surprise in a state of unprepared ness. Seventeen or eighteen 
heads were cut off from the slain, and four individuals of their 
magnates were taken prisoners. Later on, envoys came from 
them to the wezfr to ask for an amnesty, and to offer to pay 
something on account of what was due from them as rights of 
the Sultan. The wezfr complied with this, set free the captives, 
gave them dresses of honour, and made them take an oath to 
conduct themselves obediently, forsaking rebellion. 

And when Saturday the 4th of Safer (28th November) was 
come, the Sultan issued orders to the troops to prepare them- 
selves for an expedition against the country of the Ma*dziba 
tribe. He sent also to the wezi'r, commanding him to join him 
with the troops under him at dawn of Sunday the Sth (29th 
November). The Sultan went forth from Zebid in the latter 
part of the day on Saturday, not one of the Arabian tribesmen 'MP 
being aware of his departure. The wezir, too, set out with 
those under his command. But the Ma'aziba tribesmen had 
already taken their departure from their localities, out of fear 
of the Sultan, and had entered into the country of the Hajeba 
and Benii-'Abbas clans at a place called Redem ^^^ (with e vowels 
to the undotted r and d). The wezir came upon them first, and 
they offered a strenuous opposition to him, fleeing then with 
their cattle to the canton, in which the Sultan caught them, as 
they had imagined that the Sultan would not push his foray so 
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far as this sjx>t, on account of its distance from him. They 
had no information until the troops were close upon them and 
took the whole of their cattle as spoil. The combat was se\'ere 
for a good hour, and there were killed of the Arabian tribesmen 
durinjj that hour of combat a whole section, the crossbow 
bolts *^^ doin^ j^reat execution. They broke their ranks after 
slaughter had become rife among them, and wounds were 
generally diffused. It is said that they who were slain on that 
f- 346* day were considerably more than a hundred. Some of their 
children and some of their women were killed bv the crossbow 
bolts. They were plundered unmercifully. This engagement 
took place on Sunday the 5tb of Safer in the year 797 (29th 
November, 1 394), and the Sultan returned to Zebid on Monday 
the 6th of that month (30th November). The wezir, too, came 
back in the suite of the Sultan's august stirrup to Zebid, 
11« whence he returned towards the northern cantons. His de- 
parture took place in the night before Wednesday the 8th of 
Safer (2nd December), and he remained at Kedra* some days, 
after which he proceeded pushing on to the vale of Sihdm. 
Notice was given concerning the Maqdsira clan that a multitude 
of them had spread over the vale of Siham in great numbers. 
The wezfr went against them and arrested a body of them, 
bringing them into Kedra* with him. He there gave orders 
for the execution of such among them as were known to be 
marauders. These were sixteen men in number ; and he sent 
their heads, as also the rest of the prisoners, to the court of the 
Sultan at Zebfd. Together with them he sent a goodly treasure ; 
and the whole of these events occurred during the last decade of 
the month of Safer in this year 797 (i4th-23rd December, 1394). 
During this said month of Safer, the 'EmtV Fakhru'd-Din 
'Kbu-Hekr son of Bahadir of *Aden was installed in the office 
of governor of that frontier stronghold in lieu of the 'Emir 
ShemsuM-Di'n 'Aliyy son of Muhammed son of Hassdn, while 
this son of I.Iassan aforesaid was made inspector there in place 
of Jcmal the Shutcyrite, and Jemdl the Shuteyrite proceeded to 
Shahr as inspector there. 
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In the latter part of Wednesday the 30th of Safer (23rd 
December) the Sultan went forth on an expedition from Zebfd 
to the country of the Ma*iziba tribe, and killed of them fourteen ''^i 
men, the troops pillaging their cattle unmercifully. The Sultan 
and the troops remained in their country during Thursday the 
1st of the former Reb{* (24th December), as also the Friday, 
returning to Zeb{d on the Saturday, 3rd of the former Rebf* 
(26th December), God-sustained and God-aided. There came 
with him the 'Emfr Bahd*u*d-Din the Shemsite, and his entry 
into Zebid was made with a goodly force of horse and foot 

On Wednesday the 7th of the former Rebf* (30th December) L 346»» 
the august cavalcade proceeded to Siryiqiis, the whole of the 
troops following. On this day was built the eastern bridge 
that is to the south of the garden of the level watercourse, for 
the road to Zerebiyya and Murshidiyya,^^ and there had not 
been in this place any bridge whatever before that date. He 
who gave orders for its construction was the judge Sirdju'd-Dfn 
*Abdu'l-Lat{f son of Muhammed son of Silim, who was at the 
time collector in the vale of Zebfd. 

The Sultan's return from Sirydqiis took place on Sunday, 
the nth of the former Rebf* C3rd January, 1395) [one or more 
lines omitted] .... for the chase of wild asses,^^^ and he 
took of them on Monday the 26th of the former Rebf* (i8th 
January) six head, or, it was said, seven head. He remained 
there the Tuesday, and entered Zebfd on Wednesday the 28th 
of that month (20th January). 

On Saturday the ist of the latter Rebf* (23rd January) Sinjer 
made a raid against the Ma*Aziba tribesmen, and killed a i^v 
number of them, among whom was a man named 'Ibrdhfm 
son of Merkuz, one of their most cunning rogues. Eight heads 
were cut off from the slain and were sent to Zebfd. The 'Emfr 
Bedru'd-Dfn Muhammed son of *Aliyy son of Shems, too, made 
a foray against the Ma*iziba tribesmen on the Tuesday, 4th of 
the latter Rebf* (26th January), when the troops carried off 
their cattle,'^and then occupied themselves unremittingly with 
regaining their quarters with what they had carried off. The 
VOL. II. 16 



242 HISTORY OF THE RESULIYY DYNASTY. 

horsemen of the Arabian tribes now assembled and went forth 
on their traces, as the troops were scattered. They came up 
with the *Emfr Bedru*d-Dfn and a party of horse and foot 
soldiers. The enemy enveloped these on every side. The 
'Emfr and those with him fought with determination until the 
horsemen were worn out, and not one of the troops came to 
him. So his horse came to a standstill with him and he was 
slain. With him were killed also Hamza son of 'Enif, and 
*Aliyy son of Muhammed son of 'Enif, one slave-guardsman 
of the troops, and eleven men of the infantry, at the date 
aforesaid. The Sultan then detached the 'Emfr Bedru'd-Din 
Muhammed son of Bahddir the Latffite, with some of the 
household troops, and they took up their quarters in Feshdl. 
The *Emfr Bedru*d-Dfn Muhammed son of*Aliyy the Reymite 
was appointed governor of Feshdl at the same date. 
il'^ On Thursday the Sth of the former Jumddd (25th February) 

the judge Wejfhu'd-Dfn *Abdu'r-Rahmdn son of Muhammed 
f' 347' the *Alewite came to court with a goodly treasure from Lahj 
and 'Ebyen, for the Sultan had commissioned him to the 
collectorship of the revenues in that district. And in the night 
before Tuesday the loth of the month (2nd March) the birth 
occurred of Melik Sdlih Hasan, son of our lord the Sultan 
Melik *Eshref 

The wezir, the judge Shihibu'd-Dfn, came to court from the 
northern cantons on the i6th of that month, the former JumddA 
(Sth March), bringing in with him a goodly treasure, as also 
forty odd head of horses. At this date the 'Emfr Bedru'd-Din 
Muhammed son of Bahadir the Latifite carried out a foray 
from Feshill against the country of the Ma*aziba tribesmen. 
He killed a number of them, cut off nine of their heads, and 
brought the heads to the court of the Sultan on that same day. 

On the 20th of the month (12th March) the Sultan proceeded 
to Siryaqiis, where he took in the chase six wild asses again, 
returned to Zebid on the 21st (13th March), and remained there 
until Thursday the 3rd of the latter Jumddd (23rd March). 
He then proceeded to the date-gardens, and thence to the 
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seaside, remaining there until Sunday the 6th (26th March). 
He then broke up from the seaside, and his re-entrance into 
Zebfd took place on the Monday, 7th of this month (27th 
March). He remained in Zebfd the Monday, Tuesday, Wednes- 
day, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, proceeding on the Sunday ^\\ 
to superintend the work in his august estates in the districts 
of the vale of Zebfd, at Sherfju'l-Munqiz,>*w at 'Ebii'z- 
Zewm, and at other places besides. He passed the night at 
the date-gardens, and re-entered Zebfd on Monday the 14th 
(3rd April). 

On the isth of that month (4th April) the Sheykh 'Ismd*il 
son of 'Ibrdhfm of Jebret ordered a man, one of his dervishes, 
to be beaten with strokes of a scourge and to be expelled from 
the city of Zebfd for a reason requiring this. And on the i6th 
of the same month the Sheykh 'Ismd'il son of 'Ibrihfm of Jebret 
ordered Sheykh Sdlih of Mekka to be beaten, and he was 
beaten with strokes of scourges in a severe manner. The 
Sheykh 'Ismd*fl then asked permission of the Sultan to expel 
him from Yemen. He complied with the request, and issued 
his order to the governor of the city, and that magistrate sent 
him to the seaside, commanding his own subordinates to go 
with him on a voyage to a foreign land. As they were 
voyaging with him at sea when it was a day of high wind, the fc 347* 
winds drove them out of their course, and cast them on the 
coast of Hudeyda,*^^ one of the coasts of the vale of Sihdm, 
and there he remained in concealment. 

On the 20th of the latter Jumddd (9th April) the Sultan gave 
orders to build the palace named the '* Palace of Gold " ^*'® in 
Zebfd, this being the southern pile of the palace of the Sultans, v 
The Sultan occupied himself over the matter with extreme 
assiduity, and it was put out of hand in a very short time. 

In the month of Rejeb (April-May) the Ma'dziba tribe made 
their peace entirely, and gave up whatever horses they possessed. 
The 'Emfr Seyfu'd-Dfn Sinjer, lord of Qahma, who brought 
them to court on Saturday the 3rd of that month (24th April), 
came in with a goodly force of horse and foot, bringing with 
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him nineteen head of horses. That day was the first Saturday 
of the customary Saturdays. And on Saturday the 24th of 
Rejeb (15th May) there came to court the great 'Emfr, the 
Sherff Saldh son of *Aliyy son of Mutahher son of Muhammed 
son of Mutahher son of Yahyd, who surrendered to our lord 
the Sultan the castle of Dherwdn.^"^ The Sultan clothed him 
with a robe of honour, made him gifts, and presented him with 
forty thousand pieces of silver. 

The Sultan went down to the date-groves on the 2nd of 
Sha*bdn (22nd May). He had already built the houses, and 
the trellises, and the stables. And the Sultan made for the 
inclosure of the court of the palace four gates, east, west, north, 
and south ; and the inclosure surrounded the whole of the state 
paraphernalia of the Sultan, horses, mules, asses, elephants, and 
v| other offices, such as the treasury, the furniture store, the tray 
store, the drinking vessels store, the saddlery store, and the 
kettledrum store. So the locality was beautiful therewith and 
acquired a perfect grace. 

On Sunday the loth of Sha*bdn (30th May) the Sultan pro- 
ceeded to the seaside, and remained there promenading and 
recreating himself until the latter part of the day on Tuesday 
the 19th of that month (8th June), when he broke up and went 
to the date-groves, remained there until Wednesday, and his 
re-entry into Zebfd took place on Thursday the 21st of the 
t 348» month (lOth June). He sojourned in the new palace during 
the Thursday, the Friday, and the Saturday, proceeding to the 
capital city of Ta*izz on Sunday the 24th (13th June), and 
entering it on Thursday the 28th (17th June). The Sultan 
performed the fast of Ramadin of this said year '697 in the 
capital city of Ta*izz, he sojourning in the palace of the market- 
place, Ddru'l-Wa*d. 

On the nth of Ramadan there came to the court of the 
Sultan the 'Emir ^Imddu'd-Dfn YahyA son of 'Ahmed the 
Sherff, the Himyerite, and the Sultan received him graciously. 
The people fasted twenty-nine days in the Ramaddn of this 
year, and the Sultan commemorated the festival of the end of 
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the fast in the palace of the market-place (Ddru'l-Wa*d). When 
the days of the festival had run out, the 'Emfr Bedru'd-Dfn 
Muhammed son of Ziydd the Kdmilite proceeded to the frontier 
stronghold (of *Aden), and there journeyed with him the 
Litter"^* of the Fair (Mahmilu'I-Mewsim). His departure v»r 
from Ta*izz took place on Thursday the 4th of Shewwdl 
(24th June). 

On the nights before the 4th and Sth, the wezfr detached 
troops from Mahdlib against the castle of Mendbir, and ordered 
them to pitch their camp in the fort of Hasan. When the day 
broke he followed them with a goodly array of horse and foot ; 
and he surrounded the castle on all sides. The troops blockaded 
it straitly ; and when Tuesday was come (29th June) the 
people of the castle made their submission and offered to 
surrender it, begging for a full amnesty from the wezir. He 
granted the amnesty to them on the 9th of Shewwal (29th 
June). When they came to him he gave them dresses of honour 
and treated them kindly. They therefore brought down their 
children, their women, and their effects. There was in the 
castle a store of corn which they wished to bring down also ; 
but the wezfr bought it of them, took possession of the castle, 
and placed therein a garrison of troops to hold it. 

On Thursday the nth of Shewwdl (ist July) the Sultan f. 348^ 
proceeded to Juwwa and remained there until Thursday the 
I Sth (Sth July). He then went up to Dumluwa on Friday the 
19th (9th July). But in the interval of his stay at Juwwa 
tidings reached him that the Jahdfil tribesmen had made a 
raid there. The 'Emir Bedru'd-Dfn Muhammed son of Ziydd 
went out, therefore, against them with the troops of the Sultan vr 
that had come down with him, slew a party of them, cut off 
the heads of four of them, took four prisoners, and captured 
four head of horses. The Sultan remained in the environs of 
Dumluwa until the end of the month. 

At the end of the said month of Shewwdl * Aliyy son of the 
Qd'id was killed, and his brother *Abdu*lldh was made prisoner. 
The reason of this was that when the wezfr proceeded to 
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Mahdlib to extract the revenues in the northern cantons, a 
party of the Summites "" fled to the country of the Qi'id still 
owing some of the dues to the Sultan. The wezir then wrote 
to 'Ebu-Bekr son of the Qd'id, and to his brother *Aliyy son of 
the Qi'id, that they should prohibit whomsoever should come 
to them of the subjects of the Sultan, and not grant them a 
refuge. When the letter of the wezfr arrived at their place 
*Ebu-Bekr expelled those who were with him of those said 
subjects, but his brother *Aliyy granted them domicile. The 
wez{r then wrote to him and menaced him. He then sent to 
his brother 'Ebu-Bekr to inform him that he was coming to him 
out of fear of the wezir ; after which he moved to the quarter 
of his brother, and his brother *Ebu-Bekr knew nothing until 
*Aliyy was with him in the village in a moment of unwatch- 
fulness, who, with his troops, then surrounded him in his house 
and placed himself between his brother 'Ebu-Bekr and the 
troops of the latter. He then charged home against his brother, 
v»j" took him by the neck, and seized upon the country both of 
him and of his (other?) brother. He then wrote to the wezfr 
informing him that he had taken the countries, and that his 
brother was with him in chains. The wezfr then ordered that 
he should be sent to him, and he made preparations to do so. 
Then certain of his kindred came in to him, with the magnates 
of his country, and found fault with his idea, censuring his 
action, and saying to him : " It is not beseeming in thee to. 
deliver up thy brother ; but do thou imprison him near thyself, 
for thou hast the greater right to him." So he bound his 
brother 'Ebii-Bekr, then sent him away to another locality in 
the country, and put him in prison there. When the wezfr 
became informed of his deed he marched against him with the 
divinely aided troops, and when he had reached his neighbour- 
hood sent a message to him to say : " Either do thou send thy 
brother to me or do thou set him at liberty." When he 
received information of the wezir's having set out he started 
with his forces, moving away from the village, and the troops 
f. 349* pursued him. One of the men of his force turned upon a 
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trooper of the pursuers, and dealt him a spear-thrust .that 
killed him. The troops of the Sultan then charged against his 
force and killed of his followers a Sherff named Mutarrif, who 
was a celebrated horseman. When the QA'id knew of the 
death of the Sherff Mutarrif he and his force charged, they 
being about two hundred in number, horsemen, and attacked v^ 
the Sultan's troops. These troops received the onset with 
admirable firmness, and the men repulsed the charge with 
vigour. *Aliyy son of the Qi'id was killed ; and a number of 
others were killed with him, while *Abdu'llah son of the QA*id 
was taken prisoner. The troops entered Mansiira and plundered 
it without mercy, taking possession of whatever was there, 
whether horses, arms, stuffs, and other things also. 

On the 14th of Dhii'l-Qa'da (3rd September) there fell in 
Ta*izz, its environs, and the whole of Mikhldf district a violent 
downpour of rain, which, as was said, lasted from after the 
Friday congregational service of worship at noontide until there 
had passed away a portion of the night. It destroyed many 
houses in Ta*izz, while a number of shops fell in upon whatever 
they contained. And in that night there came down in the 
vale of Zebfd huge bodies of water that destroyed many places 
in the upper part of the valley and in the lower part thereof. 
The inundations were in continuous succession, never entirely 
subsiding ; and the waters repeatedly invaded the cultivated 
lands again and again, so that many localities in the vale of 
Zebid were irrigated that were not used to be so watered, and 
the ridge lands were watered by the stream of the valley. 

On Sunday the 6th of Dhii'l-Qa'da (22nd August) the Sultan 
returned from Juwwa to the capital city of Ta*izz ; and on the 
9th, Wednesday (2Sth August), the divinely aided banner of ^l 
the pilgrimage left for Mekka the Venerated, entering Zebfd 
on Sunday the 13th (29th August), and leaving Zebfd on 
Monday the 14th (30th August) in company with the leader 
(Qa'id '^"^) *Aliyy son of Sa*{d. On this day there fell in the 
western low seaboard countries a deluging general rain, while 
there arose a violent tempest of winds, by which were sunk 
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five ^ips of the pilgrim fleet on the shore of the Suleymaniyy 
district ^^"^ 

On the 22nd (7th September) news came to Zebid of the 
murder of the Sherff *Aliyy son of *Ajlan, lord of Mekka the 
Venerated. They who killed him were his paternal cousins, 
though it is said that his murderer was killed on the same day, 
the slaves of the murdered *Aliyy son of *Ajldn having put him 
to death. His assassination occurred in the quarter of the 
valley on the 7th of Shewwal (26th June) ; but God is he who 
f« 349'' knows best. 

On Saturday the 26th of Dhu'l-Qa*da (nth September) the 
wezir, the judge Shihdbu'd-Dfn, proceeded from the village of 
Mahdlib with the intention of going to the august court of the 
Sultan with what he had with him of the revenues from tribute 
lands, and other sources, and what he had gathered together 
by way of rarities and objects suited for offerings. His entry 
into Zebfd took place on Thursday the 1st of Dhii'l-Hijja 
(i6th September), and he left it again on Friday the 2nd 
(17th September) after the noontide congregational service, 
entering Ta*izz on Monday the 5th (20th September). He 
brought with him of horses, gift objects, and rarities a large 
v»v quantity, the horses being twenty-eight head. The Sultan 
commanded his own son, our lord Melik Ndsir, to meet him 
with all the troops. So he went forth to meet him ; and there 
went forth with him, of the *Emfrs, the 'Emfr Baha'u'd-Din the 
Shemsite, the 'Emfr Bedru'd-Dfn Muhammed son of Bahddir 
the Latffite, and the *Emir Bedru'd-Dfn Muhammed son of 
Ziyad. He arrived at the august court with all the troops, 
and the Sultan received him in an entirely satisfactory manner, 
clothing him with a princely summer robe, had a she-mule 
brought out for him witli a neck-band, and presented him with 
two thousand ducats. 

On the 6th of Dhii'l-Hijja (22nd September) the most eminent 
judge Mejdu'd-Dfn Muhammed son of Ya'qiib of Shfrdz ^*^® was 
appointed to the supreme judgeship, and a patent was written 
out for him as to this office over the regions of the realm of 
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Yemen. He was one of the celebrated reciters of the Qur'An 
from memory and one of the erudite talked of; and he was 
the best entitled among mankind to the saying of 'Ebii Tayyib 
Mutenebbi' where he sings : 

** A well-instructed nian^ in tlie land of wliose breast there are 
anchoredy of science^ mountains^ by the side of which tJie 
mountains of t/te earth are but hillocks^ 

At this date there arrived at court a certain *Imeid Yahyd 
son of *Aliyy Suqaym, who was at the time governor of the 
city of Hays, bringing a bird of the chase, that had been 
caught by the Mahabina^*'^ clansmen on the seashore of Hays, 
and which had on its leg a jess of silk with a plate of gold ^'^ 
on which was inscribed the name of its owner. It is said that 
it was one of the birds of the lord of Egypt, or of one of his 
great 'Emirs. The Sultan was pleased with it, and gave a dress 
of honour of value to him who had brought it. 

When the festival of the sacrifice had gone by the Sultan 
resolved upon going up to the Mikhlif district, and distributed f- 350" 
to the troops the pay of two months at the end of Dhii'l-Hijja 
and in the month of Muharrem of the year (7)98. 

In the year A.H. 798 (a.d. 1395-6) there came to the Sultan's 
court the son of the Seyrite, and the Sultan clothed him with 
a dress of honour, bestowed gifts on him, and had led out for 
him a brown stallion of race and a she-mule. He then went 
away on his return to his father. And at this date was issued 
a decree of the Sultan for a campaign, and he ordered the 
upholsterers to carry with them eighty loads of raw hides (?).^^^ 
The store of coats of mail ^^'^ went forth, and the departure of 
the kettledrums ^^^ took place on the 3rd of Muharrem, which 
was a Tuesday (19th October), and in the latter part of that 
day he set out with the whole of the divinely aided forces. 
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A host like as though thoUy being in a land thou wert traversing 
in its length, hadst the host not far off, while the land was 
not distant ; 
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And as when one mountain thereof was passed by^ (anotlur) 
mountain came in sights so if one banner passed away^ 
(another) banner made its appearance^ 

So he made a halt of some days in the village of the 
Maqddima (clan),^*^ and he sent to the son of the Seyrite 

v»1 some one to spy out his strongholds. And he found him to be 
following the very worst line of conduct, and inspired with the 
most evil intentions. So the Sultan moved away from the 
Maqddima, and his entrance into the Daru's-Selam palace of 
Jubla took place on Friday the 13th of Muharrem (29th October). 
He took up his residence in the Ddru's-Seldm, and the tribes 
came in to him from every quarter. He took the men into his 
service and spent treasures. He sent also to the son of the 
Seyrite, lord of Ba^din, demanding of him troops on the system 
of clothing allowance (Jdmekiyyay^* But he disapproved and 
refused to send forth his troops to the Sultan. So the Sultan 
knew for certain of his revolt, of his exciting to revolt, of his 
cunning, and of his obstinacy. The whole of those who held 
back from joining the Sultan, among the tribes on this occasion 
were the son of the Seyrite, lord of Ba'ddn, *Abdu'l-Bdqi the 
Sahbinite, and *Aliyy son of Diwiid the Hubeyshite, lord of 
KhadrdV^^ one of the Shewdfi mountains. 

After this, verily, the Sultan, whom may God take into his 
protection, journeyed one day in the direction of 'Ibb, in which 
the son of the Seyrite had placed about two thousand foot- 
soldiers as a garrison. When the Sultan drew near to the city 
they barred the city gate, and there was manifested by them 
what would never come into the imagination of any individual 
f. 35o*> of mankind, of the nature of folly and lack of manners. So 
the Sultan went back away from them, for he had not had the 

vi» intention of attacking them at that time; and he abode in the 
palace of Ddru's-Seldm for some days. After this he attacked 
them on the Saturday, the 21st of Muharrem (6th November). 
They barred the gates, and fought with determination for an 
hour or so, when the Sultan's troops were driven back in great 
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disorder. But the Sultan stood firm, as also his son 'Ahmed 
Ndsir, with good bearing. The great 'Emfrs came back by 
degrees, and then the Sultan, as well as the troops, delivered a 
well-sustained assault. The people of the place had sent to 
the son of the Seyrite to ask of him a reinforcement to the 
troops ; but the supports were tardy, and the Sultan over- 
whelmed them by night, so that the troops entered the city by 
assault upon them. The troops devastated it fully, pillaging 
whatever they found therein, and killing a multitude of its in- 
habitants. The Sultan then returned successful and triumphant" 
to the Ddru*s-Seldm palace. 

In the last part of the said month of Muharrem, the Sultan 
ordered the eunuch Jemil to a district in (Mount) Ba*dan with 
a body of the divinely aided troops. These fought a severe 
battle with the people thereof, and devastated five villages in 
spite of their opposition, taking as spoil a large quantity of 
their property. The troops then returned to the Sultan safely 
and laden with booty. The Sheykh *Abdu'l-Bdqi son of *Abdu'l- 
Melik the Sahbdnite came also to the court of the Sultan with vii 
a goodly array, the Sultan receiving him graciously, and giving 
him a robe of honour. 

After this, verily, the Sultan gave orders for a camp to be 
pitched against the Sheykh *Aliyy son of Ddwiid the Hubeyshite, 
and against his castle named Khadrd'^^^ in the Shewdfi country. 
The Sultan marched against him with the troops, and the troops 
pitched a camp against him, pressing him to a sore strait. The 
Sultan's ascent to the Shewdfi, and the camp- pitching there, 
took place on Monday the 2nd of Safer (15th November). The 
Sultan remained in his camp, divinely aided, during the Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday, opening hostilities against them on 
the Thursday in all directions. 

*Aliyy son of Ddwiid the Hubeyshite had already collected 
a large levy of his own people and of others besides ; and when 
he felt the severe pressure he got together his levy that was 
with him, and they sallied forth to engage the troops. The 
part of his force where he himself was fell into disorder, and he f. 3511 
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was killed, as also a number of his kinsmen and others besides. 
One of his sons was slain with him, who was the one called the 
Lion. There was also killed *Ammdr 'el-Haffd', one of the 
greatest of their grandees. His son 'Idris son of *Aliyy, as 
also *Ebu'l-Qasim son of Ddwiid the Hubeyshite, were taken 
prisoners. The house of *Aliyy son of Dawiid was laid waste, 

vir as also his gardens. His cattle were carried off, and the country 
was pillaged unmercifully. The houses and villages were burnt. 
This was on Thursday the 5th of Safer (i8th November). The 
'heads of those killed were cut off, and were borne to the presence 
of the Sultan. The siege was unintermitting before Khadrd* 
until the ballista and catapults had made breaches in it. The 
people therein were reduced to straits through the closeness of 
the siege, and begged an amnesty, offering to surrender the 
castle. The Sultan agreed to this, and the Sheykh Muhammed 
son of Ddwiid the Hubeyshite came down to the court of the 
Sultan, when the Sultan clothed him in a robe of honour and 
bestowed gifts upon him. He surrendered the castle, and a 
lieutenant of the Sultan went up and took possession of the 
castle on Thursday the 12th of Safer (25th November). 

The camp was then broken up, as the tribes had submitted 
and delivered hostages from among their sons and their brothers, 
the whole number of the hostages being twenty-eight. The 
Sultan returned to the Daru*s-Seldm palace on Saturday the 
14th of Safer (27th November). He remained at Daru's-Seldm 
some days, and returned to Ta*izz successfully triumphant, 
entering it on Sunday the 22nd of Safer (5th December). His 
absence from Ta'izz in this expedition of his was of forty-six 
days duration. 

When he had entered Ta*izz at the date above mentioned he 
remained there until Thursday the 26th of Safer (9th December), 

^^^ when he proceeded to the city of Zebid, entering that place on 

Monday the last day of the month (30th December) in this 

year 798 (1395), he being accompanied by a long-drawn array, 

and the heads of the slain borne aloft before the troops, objects 

(f. SSI**) of the divine aid. 
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When the Sultan had entered Zebfd at the date specified, ^- 352' 
he sojourned there and made it his home, originating therein 
curious pavilions and spacious mansions. On the 12th of the 
former Rebi* the Sultan proceeded to the date-groves to break 
up some land which he had bought of the heirs of the jurist 
Jemdlu'd-Dfn the Reymite and from others in the district of 
Tuhaytd',^*®^ and which is named Lower Siryiqiis. He returned 
to the city of Zebfd at the close of the same day, and on the 
13th of that month (27th December) was begun the building 
of the mart {nietjer^ tnuttejer) ^^^ in the capital city Zebfd under 
the direction of the judge Sirdju*d-Din *Abdu'l-Latff son of 
Muhammed son of Sdlim. 

In the month of the latter Rebf* the Sultan proceeded to 
Upper Siryiqus,**^ hunted there, and returned to the capital 
Zcbfd. On the 5th of the former Jumddd (15th February, 1396) 
the Sultan sent a rich offering to the lands of Egypt under the 
charge of the judge Burhdnu'd-Dfn 'Ibrdhfm son of *Umer the 
Mahallite. This was in return for what had been received at 
court as a present from the Sultan Melik Dhihir Seyfu'd-Din 
Berqiiq. ^ IP 

And at this date died the jurist Sherefu*d-Dfn 'Ebii'l-Qdsim 
son of *Ebu'l-Hadremiyy, who was at the time the farmer- 
general of the revenues of the vale of Zebfd, and in great favour 
with the Sultan ; but he conducted himself with harshness 
towards the people, altering many things against the peasantry 
from what they had been used to, but benefiting others. The 
cause of his death was in this wise. He went out to conduct 
some business at Sherfj-'Ubeyra,^*^ having with him a number 
of land-surveyors and meters, with others. When the day came f. 352*' 
to a close, and they had all returned to the city, he mounted 
a stallion of race that was with him, and journeyed towards the 
city. When he had come to a hamlet in the vale of Zebfd his 
horse shied, and he, God have mercy on him, was a very weak 
rider. So when the stallion shied with him, he pulled the rein 
towards himself with a violent jerk, and the horse threw him 
off his back and then fell over upon him, so that the saddle 
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struck upon his heart with all the force of the horse. He lost 
consciousness for awhile, and then came to again. He was 
carried to his house on the back of a beast, remained suffering 
all night and the following day until noon, when he died. May- 
God, who be extolled, have mercy on him. 

On the 9th of Rejeb (19th April) the 'Emfr Shujd*u'd-Din 
*Umer son of Suleymdn of 'Ibb was appointed governor of 
ZeWd in lieu of the 'Emir Nejmu'd-Din Muhammed son of 
v|o 'Ibrdhfm Sheref. And in this year 798 large swarms of locusts 
made their appearance and destroyed some considerable portion 
of the seed-crops. I have been informed by a person to whom 
it had been related by the jurist Shihdbu*d-Dfn 'Ahmed of 
Harad, whom may God benefit, and by the jurist Sdrimu'd-Din 
'Ibrdhfm son of Wehhds, as well as a number of credible people, 
that a certain man of the inhabitants of the desert, as he was 
ploughing in a little patch of land belonging to him, lo, there 
arose from the clouds and from the bushes an immense flight 
of small locusts, at which the spectator thereof would be 
frightened ; and that another man saw a female locust laying 
eggs in the ground, seized her, and cut open her abdomen, out 
of which there issued extremely many eggs. It is also narrated 
that a certain man wished to drive away the locusts from his 
land, but that the locusts fell upon him until they covered 
him, and he became afraid lest the locusts should devour him, 
so he left them and ran away. This happened in the month 
of Rejeb in the year 798 aforementioned (April, 1396). 

On the 8th of Sha'bin (18th May) the Sultan proceeded to 
the date-groves with his troops and paraphernalia. And in 
this year he placed the judge Sirdju'd-Dfn *Abdu'l-Latif son 
of Muhammed son of Sdlim over the (construction of the) 
enclosure of the court of the Ddru'sh-Shiikhin ^^^ palace, and 
he arranged therein four gates. The camels, the horses, the 
kettledrums, the treasury, and other offices, were all of them 
vn within the wall. The Sultan's down-going to the date-gardens 
f. 353» to get in the revenues took place on the 12th of Sha*b4n 
(22nd May). And the Sultan performed the fast of Ramaddn 



AN INDIAN PRINCE IN YEMEN. 255 

of this year 798 in the date-gardens. It was a magnificent 
fast-time, and it is not said that any Sultan before him had 
observed the Ramaddn fast at the date-groves at any time. 
But God knows best. 

On the 1st of Ramadan (8th June) in this year 798 the 'Em{r 
Bedru'd-Dfn Muhammed son of Seyfu'd-Din was murdered, 
being killed by the *Ehmul tribe. He was at the time governor 
of the Mewza* districts, and the occasion of his murder was 
that he had arrested a man of their tribe, and had put him in 
prison, where he had died without being beaten or tortured. 

In the course of the said month of Ramaddn there arrived at 
the court of the Sultan the son of the Sultan of Dihli, and the 
Sultan showed him especial honour, clothing him with a 
magnificent robe, and having led out for him a horse of good 
race with all his trappings and equipment. He also made 
him a present of four thousand pieces of silver, and admitted 
him to his personal society most completely. He used to be 
present every night during Ramaddn at the long night worship 
receptions (Teshfi*), as the cynosure of those invited for those 
meetings. His name was Kiijer Shdh ^^^ son of Dhafer Khdn 
son of Ffriiz Shdh Sultan of India. The said Firiiz Shdh had 
a number of sons ; and when he died Dhafer KhAn, one of them, 
acceded to the kingdom, and he was the father of the said 
prince. This Dhafer Khdn continued in possession of the viv 
sovereignty for some time ; and then a brother of his disputed 
it with him and killed him, as well as a number of his children, 
taking possession of the realm. This son of whom we are 
speaking was then an infant, and his paternal uncle did not 
know of him. When he became adolescent he feared for his 
life, and came away from India and its dependencies to Yemen. 

In the course of this said month Ramaddn there came to 
court Melik FA'iz son of the Sultan Melik Mudhaffer, lord of 
Dhafdr of the Habiidite,"^^ as an envoy to beg the eleemosynary 
aid of the Sultan. And on the 22nd of the same month (29th 
June) the 'Emfr Shihdbu'd-Dfn 'Ahmed son of *Aliyy son of 
Shems was removed to Jeththa. The wezfr, too, came to court 
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from the northern cantons with about sixty head of the horses 
of the Arabian tribesmen, among which was a bright yellow 
bay stallion, whose owner had named him the "Day-dawn of 
the Canton" (Ber(mu'l-Jiha). On the same 22nd of the month 
there went forth a party of men on to the road of the date- 
groves, and stripped those who were returning late from Zebfd 
to the date-groves. When the early morning appeared people 
investigated their traces, and the footmarks led them to the 
village of Jahiif,^*^^ and the inhabitants of the village were 
required to produce the delinquents. So the village people 
f. 353^ ceased not to follow out their investigations until they entered 
a place in which they found a party of men who had the out- 
ward pretension of being mendicant dervishes, who went about 
v|A begging from the people ; but who, when night spread darkness 
over all, scattered themselves in various localities, having among 
them some who sought to steal, and others who took to the 
highway to rob. They searched their dwellings and found in 
them a number of rich garments. They also discovered with 
them prepared food made ready to be eaten. It was therefore 
apparent to the people that these did not observe the fast, and 
that they merely dressed themselves up in the garb of dervishes 
devoted to poverty, while the whole of their acts were the reverse 
of commendable. So they took the order of the Sultan for 
their extermination. 

And in the month of Ramaddn this year 798 the Sultan 
heard the " Sahih " of the Bukhdrite ^^^s on the " Tradition of 
the Apostle of God," on whom may God bestow salutation and 
greeting, at the mouth of the judge Mejdu'd-D{n at that time, 
who was an adept in the high-reaching authorities by various 
lines of report. The Sultan further observed the festival of the 
termination of the month's fast in the date-groves ; and it was 
a festival unparalleled for the crowds of people, for the beauty 
of the arrangement, and for the collection of the troops. 

On the 3rd of Shewvval (nth July) the Sultan went down to 
the seaside, remaining there until the 13th (21st July). He 
returned then to the date-groves and entered Zebfd on the 
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14th, where he remained until the 20th (28th July), and then 
proceeded to Ta'izz in the latter part of the night before the 
2 1 St, so that his entry into Ta*izz took place on Thursday the 
28th of Shewwdl (5th August). 

On the nth of Dhii'l-Qa^da (17th August) died the 'Emfr 
Heysamu*d-Din 'Ibrdhimi»* son of the 'Em{r 'Esedu'd-Din vm 
Muhammed son of Melik Wdthiq son of Yiisuf son of 'Urner 
son of *Aliyy son of Resiil, whose demise occurred in Zebfd, and 
who was interred in the cemetery at the Sihdm gate near the 
village known by the name of Merziiqiyya. 

In the evening before the Friday, 4th of Dhii'l-Hijja, the 
Sheykh *Umer son of Hanndn was murdered in the village 
of Herema in the vale of Zebfd, and with him were killed 
a number of his near kinsmen. His sons and kinsmen killed 
a number of their enemies the Benii-Numeyr. 

In this year A.H. 798 there happened a flash of lightning in 
one of the villages of Mewr, named Dummela^^^ (with damm 
to the ddl, and with teshdid to the fet-hated mfm, and after the 
1dm, the hd' of femininity). It burnt every beast therein, so 
that its cattle died, oxen, sheep and goats, asses, and camels, 
while nothing of the village itself was burnt, neither of its f. 354" 
houses nor of its inhabitants ; neither did any injury happen 
to anyone of those inhabitants in his person in any way save 
unto two who were away from the village and apart from one 
another, who were both burnt. I was informed of this by the 
jurist *Aliyy son of Muhammed the NAshirite, who said the 
lightning occurred in the month of Sha*bAn in this year 798 
aforesaid (June, 1396). 

In the month of Muharrem, the first of the year A.H. 799 
(October, 1396), the Sultan went down to the western low 
seaboard, and his entry into Zebfd was on Thursday the 23rd 
of the month (26th October) ; and on Wednesday the 29th 
(1st November) the 'Emfr Shujd*u'd-Dfn *Umer son of Suleymin vr» 
of 'Ibb was removed from the government of Zebfd, and the 
'Emfr Nejmu'd-Dfn Muhammed son of 'Ibrdhfm son of Sheref 
was replaced in his office. This 'Emfr Nejmu'd-Dfn aforesaid 
VOL. II. 17 
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was beloved and of exemplary conduct. The government of 
Shuji* of 'Ibb had lasted six months and twenty-eight days. 
When he was removed from the office he was put to an inter- 
rogatory by severe torture ; his beasts were seized, the stewards 
of his court were mulcted, and he was beaten so severely that 
it terminated in his death. 

On the 1 2th of Safer (t3th November) the Sultan proceeded 
to the head of the vale of Zebfd for the purpose of hunting, and 
remained there ten days. In the course of his stay the lord of 
Dhafdr arrived at court. The Sultan's return to Zebfd was on 
Friday the 23rd of the month (24th November), and at that 
date he appointed the judge *Afifu'd-D{n (.^) son of *Aliyy 
*Abdu'lldh (?) son of Muhammed son of 'Ibrdhfm the Skinner 
(El-Jelldd) collector of revenues in the Hays districts in place 
Kko f. 3S4^ oflmid Suqaym, and the canton was annexed to the govern- 
ment of the judge Sirdju'd-Dfn *Abdu'l-Latif son of Muhammed 
son of Sdlim. 

On the 1st of the former Rebf* (3rd December) the Sultan 
proceeded to the date-groves in the vale of Zebfd, remained 
vrf there three days, and then returned to Zebid in the night before 
the 9th of the said month (nth December). In the month 
of the former Jumddi the Sultan proceeded to the northern 
cantons, his departure from Zebid taking place on the 4th of 
the month (2nd February). 

At this said date a caravan from *Aden was pillaged, the 
marauders being the 'Ahyiiq tribe. It is said that it was com- 
posed of the number of eighty camels, on [which] were loaded 
gold and silver to the amount of more than ten lekk (one 
million). On the 8th of the month the Sultan entered the city 
of Mehjem, and remained therein until the i8th of the same, 
when he moved to Mahdlib, after setting at liberty the sheykhs 
of the Summiyy clan who were in chains, and who gave hostages. 
The troops made a foray against the country of the Qci'id, and 
pillaged it mercilessly. 

On Thursday the 8th of the latter Jumddi (9th March) the 
village of Himi in the vale of Zebfd was totally destroyed by 
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fire, not one of its dwellings being left. On the loth (nth 
March) there arrived at court an offering from the son of the 
'Imdm Saldh son of *Aliyy lord of San*A\ It consisted in five 
loads of articles esteemed as rarities, and five head of horses 
of good lineage. The offering went on from Zebid to the Sultan 
on the 1 2th of the month (13th March). 

At this date the Sultan gave orders for the arrest of *Imdd 
son of Suqaym, and he was taken from Mewza*, a party of 
horsemen bringing him to Zebfd, assisted by some infantry also. ^^^ 
He remained in fetters under charge of the judge Sirdju'd-Dfn 
until the Sultan arrived from the northern cantons. The Sultan 
returned from Mahdlib to Mehjem on Tuesday the 20th of the 
said month (21st March). He stayed at Mehjem the Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday ; then marched to Zebid, and entered it *. 355* 
on the 29th (30th March). He remained there until the 4th of 
Rejeb (4th April), and then proceeded to the date-groves, but 
returned late the same day. A treasure came into court from 
*Aden containing revenues, wild beasts, and rarities. While on 
the 22nd of Rejeb (22nd April) a fire broke out in the Mirbd* 
quarter of Zebfd, which extended from the Mirbd* market to 
the mosque of Tewfela, and the inhabitants of that quarter 
suffered great loss thereby. 

On Friday the 15th of Rejeb (14th April) the Sultan rode to 
the cathedral mosque in Zebfd, and performed the congregational 
noontide service of worship. The first of the jaunting Saturdays 
fell on the 23rd Rejeb (22nd April), and the next day an edict 
of the Sultan was issued to the judge Mejdu'd-Dfn, judge of 
judges at that time, that he should induct a precentor of the 
Shdfi*iyy school to the mosque of the 'Esh*ariyy tribe, which 
said mosque had belonged from its earliest times to the followers 
of the protojurist *Ebu-Hanifa, on whom be God*s mercy, 
according to what we have seen and heard. The judge Mejdu'd- vrr 
Din selected a number, and out of them the Sultan chose the 
jurist Muwaffaqu'd-Din *Aliyy son of Muhammed son of Fakhr, 
who was appointed to the precentorship of the said mosque 
from the date* specified. 
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In the night before Wednesday the 27th of Rejeb (26th April) 
there was brought forth a son unto the Sultan, who was at the 
time in the city of Zebid. His time of birth was at the break 
of dawn in that said night, and he is named Huseyn. The 
chest for the getting in of the revenue of the date-palms went 
down on the 23rd of Sha^bdn (21st June) ; and the Sultan 
went down to the date-groves on the 24th (22nd June). He 
went through the month's fasting at the date-groves, and it 
was a worthy fast. The recitation of the whole Qur*dn took 
place on the 23rd of Ramaddn (20th June), according to the 
usage current ; and those present, whether jurists, *em(rs, or 
others, acquired a spiritual merit by means of their performance of 
the long service {'et-teshfi') special to the nights of Ramaddn.^*^ 

On the 1st of Shewwdl (27th June) the city of Feshdl was 
burnt down by a violent conflagration, and on that day were 
burnt to death the children of the judge 'Afffu'd-Din *Abdu'lldh 
son of Muhammed son of Miisd the Du'ilite, as also his slave 
concubine. He was at the time canon law judge in the city 
of Feshdl. 
f. 355^ On the 5th and 6th of Shewwal (ist and 2nd July) five men 

of the MaqAsira clan of the northern cantons were arrested, 
vri* The Sultan ordered them to be hung, and hung they were 
accordingly. And on the Wednesday, i6th of Shewwdl, the 
Sultan proceeded to the seaside, remained there five days, 
returned to the date-groves, and stayed there until the end of 
the month, proceeding again to the seaside on the ist of Dhu*l- 
Qa*da (7th August). 

At this date a woman was murdered in the village of Nuvvey- 
dira, which is over against the Sihdm gate of Zebid. Two men 
of the inhabitants of Mimldh killed her, and flung her into 
a well among the graves. An effluvium arose from her after 
three days, when she was taken out from the well, canonically 
washed, shrouded, and interred. An investigation was set on 
foot by the 'Emfr Nejmu'd-Dfn Muhammed son of *Ibrcihim 
Sheref as to the guilty parties. An order was issued against 
the inhabitants of Mimldh, who were pressingly constrained to 
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endeavour to produce the culprits. They hunted for them in the 
most diligent manner ; and one of them was discovered in the 
date-groves, where he was taken and sent to Zebfd. Sub- 
sequently the other was met with in the village of Qureyshiyya, 
was taken, and sent also to Zebid. The 'Emir wrote to the 
Sultan, then at the seaside, and informed him of the whole 
adventure of the woman who had been murdered, and of the 
accused in relation thereto. The Sultan commanded him to 
put them to death ; and he therefore had them led out to the 
grave of the woman murdered, commanding them to be cut in 
two there. He then suspended them to four stakes on the 
two sides of the grave; and they remained suspended there 
until the close of that day, both of them. vro 

On the 4th of Dhu'l-Qa'da (loth August) there fell a heavy 
rain in the mountains ; and the camels of a caravan were 
already at the foot of the steep mountain path of Bukhl. 
There came down an immense torrent of water, greater than 
what men are accustomed to ; and the torrent swept away the 
camels with the loads that were upon them, and their riders. 
Those who perished, of human beings, were verified and Tound 
to be nineteen souls, between children and adults, men and 
women. Of those who were carried away by the flood, one was 
Suleymdn Khunbuq, one of the camel-drivers frequently passing 
along that road. He was a trustworthy man, of exemplary 
conduct. May God, who be extolled, have mercy on him. It 
has been said that they who perished were about twenty-five 
souls ; but God knows best. Thus hath said 'Aliyy son of 
Hasan the Khazrejite : " The 'Emir Nejmu'd-Dfn Muhammed f- 35^' 
son of 'Ibrdhfm Sheref informed me in the words of one who 
told him, and who was present at the catastrophe, that the 
occurrence of the flood, and its cessation from us, occupied but 
a very brief space of time. The flood ceased, and it was as 
though it had not been ; they who perished had perished, while 
they who escaped were safe." But God knows best. 

On Thursday the 15th of Dhii'l-Qa'da the Sultan broke up 
from the seaside for the palm-groves. He then moved to Zebfd vn . 
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on the Friday (nth August), his entry into Zebid occurring on 
Saturday the 17th (12th August). And on this same day there 
came into Zebfd the chest, and the ceremony of the date-groves 
came to a close. The Sultan remained at Zebid until the 20th 
of Dhii'l-Qa^da (15th August), and then detached troops, horse 
and foot, against the people of Haneka. These attacked the 
people of Haneka and killed a number of them, plundering also 
the village. The people of the village had imagined that it 
was the Sultan who had come upon them unawares, so they 
turned their backs and fled. But when it became manifest to 
them that it was but a detachment of troops, they turned round 
upon the troops and occupied all the roads. Then was there 
killed a party of the Ghuzz (horsemen), and others also of the 
footmen. He resolved to go on an expedition against them and 
to pitch a camp against them ; but the season did not favour 
him, by reason of the abundance of the rains and violent 
winds. He therefore proceeded to Ta*izz at dawn of Monday 
the 26th of Dhii'l-Qa'da. He stayed at Hays some days, then 
went on to Taizz, and entered it on Tuesday the 4th of 
Dhu'l-Hijja (28th August, 1397). 

Thus hath said *Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite : " And 
among the wonderful things ^*®^ that appeared during this year 
A.H. 799 was that a pastor from among the pastors of sheep 
and goats went forth to pasture his flock in the district of 
San*4' on a hill named Mudebbej. And while the flock was 
vrv pasturing, lo, a sheep from among them ran away in fright, 
descending on to a projecting ledge there, she following up the 
great herbage from place to place on the ledge until she got to 
a distance from the flock by about the height of forty men. 
The pastor went down after her by little and little until this 
ledge ended in a cavern, in which he saw a man dead. On 
seeing him he became alarmed, and what he saw terrified him. 
So he mounted again by little and little, as he had gone down, 
and gave information to the people of the district as to what he 
had seen in that place. A party of them then resolved to visit 
{' 356^ the spot ; and among those who reached that locality out of 
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them was a man named Ghdzi son of Muhammed of Zebfd, and 
he it was whose letter reached one of his acquaintances, an 
inhabitant of Ta'izz, and who recounted in his letter that he 
had found in that said cavern a dead man having on him seven 
shrouds, and under him about forty garments ; with a turban 
sash upon him of the length of thirty-five cubits and breadth 
of one cubit. He went on to say : * And I examined his body, 
and saw that he was, as it were, dead one day only before that 
day. His face was fair and his nose straight, as though he were 
sleeping with his face turned towards the temple at Mekka, and 
his right upper arm under his cheek, while his left hand was on 
his breast. The hair of his head was as though it had been 
shaved three days since, his head being like a bowl. He was ^^ 
short in the back, broad in the waist. The utmost length of 
his upper arm was one new cubit, and the length of the fingers 
of his hand was for every one of them about a span. The 
length of his leg was a cubit and a half, and the length of the 
toes of his two feet, each about a hand-breadth.* He still goes 
on to say : * And I examined his face, and I found on his fore- 
head the mark of a slight blow, lower down than where the hair 
is clipped ; but on his right temple a good blow that had broken 
his eyelid, and behind it likewise. In his left arm was a thrust- 
wound extending between the ulna and radius, i.e. the two 
bones that lie at length in the forearm.' Again he has said : 
* And the inhabitants of that district were unanimously of 
opinion that he was *Aliyy son of *Ebii-T41ib, with whom God 
be well pleased.' And yet again has he said : * And I saw of 
his grace that a man came to him, who was blind, and paid 
him a pious visit as I was present, and he went forth from 
beside him whole.' And again he continued : * I bear witness 
unto this.' " Thus hath said *Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite : 
'* As to their assertion that he was *Aliyy son of 'Ebii-Tdlib, it 
is not correct ; for verily, *Aliyy, with whom God be well pleased, 
was murdered in Kiifa and was buried there, as is admitted 
without a dissentient voice ; but they kept the place of his 
interment secret. The more probable idea is that this man was 
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one of the learned of former times, or one of the princes of the 
Himver race. But God knows best." 
vn And on Thursday the 4th of Muharrem in the year A.H. 800 

(26th September, 1398) the hand was cut off of the son of the 
Riydhite the die-sinker (naqqdshu's-sikka, die-engraver) ^^^ at 
Ta'izz, by reason of some matter that called for it in the opinion 
of the Sultan. 

On the 7th of Muharrem (29th September) there arrived at 
court an offering of the Sheykh *Aliyy son of 'Ebii-Bekr son of 
f- 357' Zeyd, lord of 'Ebydtu-Huseyn, who brought two elephants, an 
ostrich, two giraffes, a young lion, a wild ass, ten head of 
ruddy camels, ten beautiful slave-girls, and ten slave youths able 
to bear arms. The Sultan bestowed upon him three thousand 
ducats, gave him a splendid dress of honour, made him the 
Sheykh of his country, made for him a benevolent reduction in 
the tribute of that country below what it was before, and 
allowed him to intercede for several Sheykhs of Arabian 
tribes that were in bonds and whom he set at liberty. 

In the month of Safer (October-November) there came an 
offering from the lands of Egypt to the sea-coast of Harda.^*^ 
When information arrived of this event at the Sultan's court, 
he came down to Zebid and made his entry there on Monday 
the 14th of that month (4th November). When he had settled 
down at Zebfd he sent the eunuch Jemdlu'd-Din Jemil with 
three hundred men to the Harda coast, and detached with him 
a small body of troops to march as escort with the said offering. 
The arrival of the offering at Zebfd took place on Thursday the 
vr* 24th of Safer (14th November). The offering was magnificent. 
There were in it about thirty Turkish men slave-guards, twelve 
head of horses of noble race with saddles covered with precious 
materials and with beautiful accoutrements, a number of slave- 
girls, Roman and Armenian, a skilful physician from among the 
Jews of Egypt, and as to wearing apparel or materials, scents, 
and edible commodities, so large a quantity as not to be com- 
puted. Among the objects of the offering there came to court 
the son of the judge Shihabu'd-Dfn 'Ahmed son of 'Ibrahim 
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the Mahallite. The day of the arrival of the offering was a day 
to be seen. 

On Wednesday the last day of Safer (20th November) the 
'Emfr Seyfu'd-Dfn Sinjer, lord of Qahma, sent in a party of 
Ma*ciziba tribesmen, among whom was 'Ibrdhim son of Kuleyb, 
one of the notables of the Ma*dziba tribe by his horsemanship 
and leadership ; also another man named Kerrdn. The Sultan 
ordered them to be put to death, and they were decapitated in 
cold blood. There was also executed with them a man of the 
'Ehmiil clan, named Ndkhis, said to have been he who murdered 
the 'Emfr (Bedru'd-Dfn) Muhammed son of Seyfu'd-Dfn, lord 
of Mewza*, the date of the day of whose murder has already 
been specified above. 

In the month of the former Rebf* the Sultan proceeded to 
Sirydqiis and hunted thence, returning late in that same day, vri 
the loth (4th December). On the 12th there died the stallion 
named Sa*ud, for which the Sultan felt sorrow and gave Lss7^ 
orders that he should be shrouded. There was dug for him 
a grave in the quarter of the camel-pen in Zebfd, and there he 
was buried. And on the 20th (14th December) died the Jewish 
physician who had arrived from Egypt in company with the 
offering. On the 21st, again, died the jurist Taqiyyu'd-Din 
*Umer son of 'AbduV-RahmAn of Dumluwa, preacher in the 
cathedral mosque of Zebfd. He was the unique man of his 
epoch for preaching, there being none like him at the period in 
any one of the districts of the regions of Yemen. He continued 
to be the preacher in the cathedral mosque of Zebfd about fifty 
years. But God knows best. 

On Sunday the 2nd of the latter Rebi* (22nd December, 1398) 
the Sultan proceeded to the northern cantons, and remained at 
Kedra' until the 15th (4th January, 1399), on which day he 
carried a raid into the country of the marauding Arabian 
tribesmen, and burnt Zubeyr, Misfit, and the village of Shejira ; 
while on Sunday the i6th (5th January) he burnt Qunbiir, and 
laid it waste. On the 22nd of the same month (nth January) 
he pitched a camp against the Bejlites, until they begged for an 
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amnesty, and returned to their allegiance. The Sultan then 
went on to Mehjem and took up his abode there. 

On the night before the Monday, 24th of the former Jumidi 
(17th February, 1399), there was murdered in Zebid a stranger, 
vrr a man from the lands of Egypt, by name *Aliyy the Pilgrim, 
a balance-maker ; and his murderer was also a stranger from 
Egypt, known as the Braid-maker. The murderer was taken 
up and consigned to prison until the Sultan came back from 
the northern cantons. When the Braid-maker knew that he 
was demanded to be dealt with by the law of retaliation, he 
asked to be judged by the canon law, denying that he was the 
f^ 258* murderer. No evidence was sustained against him in proof of 
the murder, and he was set at liberty. The arrival of the 
Sultan at Zebid from the northern cantons took place on 
Saturday the 27th of next month ; and he brought with him 
about two hundred head of horses taken from the Arabian 
tribesmen. When the first day of Rejeb was come (22nd March) 
he distributed one hundred head of them to the Qureyshiyya 
and the *Esh*ariyya clansmen. On the 19th of Rejeb (9th 
April) there came to court the Sherff, the lord of Nujeymiyya, 
and the Sultan received him graciously. The first of the 
Saturday jaunts to the date-groves was on the 25th of Rejeb 
(15th April). 

On the 15th of Sha*bdn the judge Mejdu*d-Dfn Muhammed 
son of Ya*qub of Sh{rdz finished his book named the 'Is*dd,*^^ 
and it was carried to the Sultan's court accompanied by drums 
and singers. There were present the whole of the jurists, 
judges, and students, who walked in front of the book to the 
>nrr court of the Sultan. It was in three volumes, carried by three 
men upon their heads. When it was taken into the presence 
of the Sultan and he had turned over its pages cursorily, he 
rewarded its author, the said judge, with a gratuity of three 
thousand ducats. 

On the 1 6th of Sha'bdn (6th May) there arrived at court an 
offering to the Sultan from the lord of Seylin (Ceylon),'^^ among 
which were four elephants, many rarities, and a mangosteen- 
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tree {Garcinia mangostana^ *anbd).^^^ There came from him 
a letter to the Sultan containing what was openly written on 
a leaf of pure gold.^^^ The Sultan received his ambassador 
graciously, and sent him into the stable, whence he selected 
five head of horses of noble race. He also clothed him with 
a magnificent robe of honour. 

On the 22nd of Sha^bdn (12th May) the *Emir Bahd'u*d-Dfn 
Bahidir the Shemsite proceeded to the seat of his government 
at Harad. And the Sultan went down to the date-groves on 
the 25th of the month (25th May), performing the fast of 
Ramaddn this year, A.H. 800, at the date-groves ; and there 
were present at the long night-service meetings (ieskfl') a 
number of the chief personages of the officers of his realm. 
The ambassadors, too, were present from various quarters — the 
ambassador of the lord of Egypt, the ambassador of the lord of 
India, the ambassador of the lord of Mekka, who was the brother 
of Muhammed son of *Ajldn ; also, Sherifs from among the lords 
of the east country, one of these being the Sherff Fakhru'd-Dfn 
*Abdu'lldh son of 'Idris son of Muhammed son of *Idr(s son of 
*Aliyy son of *Abdu'lldh son of Hasan son of Hamza son of 
Suleymdn son of Hamza ; also the lord of Dhemermer, who vn" 
was named *Abdu'l-Muttalib, one of the Benii'l-'Enif, whose f. 358b 
arrival at the court of the Sultan occurred on the 14th of 
Ramaddn (3rd May) ; as also others as well. They used to be 
present every night at the banquet dinner services {*es-simdt). 

On the 1 8th of Ramadan (7th May) the lord of Telmus, 
the Sherff, arrived at court with about a hundred individuals 
in his suite, between horsemen and men on foot. And on 
the 2 1st of the month there was a violent storm of wind in 
the night, from about the end of the first third to the end 
of the second third thereof, the wind being intensely hot to 
an extreme degree, as though it carried with it flames of fire 
from the intensity of its heat. The recitation of the entire 
Qur*an in one sitting (^el-khaUnd) took place on the 23rd 
of the month. The Sultan prepared for it a dinner, with 
many kinds of sweetmeats and many sorts of perfumes and 
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every species of agreeable things. On the 26th the state litter 
for the caravan of pilgrims was led in procession in the city of 
Zebid, and they went with it to the date-groves on the 27th, 
which it entered accompanied by a vast concourse of jurists 
and others. The people fasted during the Ramaddn of this 
year, A.H. 800, for twenty-nine days only, and discontinued 
it by seeing the new moon themselves, not by hearsay. 

On the day of the festival (of the end of the fast, i6th June) 
our lord Melik Ndsir rode out to the open-air place of worship 
i^el-musalld) ^^* as representative of his father, with the whole 
of the troops. The Sultan went to the seaside on the 8th of 
Shewwdl, and remained there twelve days. After this he 
vro broke up and returned to the date-groves, going on thence 
to Zebfd. There he stayed at the palace called Ddru's-Sunir, 
and despatched the state litter of the pilgrim-caravan to 
Mekka the Venerated, together with all that was requisite, 
whether treasure, temple-curtains (^el'kiswa)^^^^ troops, and pro- 
visions. He sent a present for the Sherif Muhammed son of 
*Ajldn of one hundred head of camels of noble race, besides 
what he was accustomed to give as an olden usage. The 
litter set out with this, and its departure to Mekka the 
Venerated from Zebfd took place on the Thursday the 26th 
of Shewwdl (loth July), and in company therewith there 
departed an immense caravan of pilgrims. 

The Sultan entered Zebfd on Sunday the 29th of Shewwdl 
(13th July), and stayed at the Government palace in Zebfd 
until the 17th of Dhii'l-Qa'da, when he set out for the city 
of Ta*izz on Tuesday the 8th of that month (22nd July). 

On Thursday the 17th of Dhii'l-Qa'da (31st July) died the 
judge SirAju'd-Din *Abdu'l-Latff son of Muhammed son of 
f- 359" S/ilim in the city of Zebfd, and wa3 buried by the side of 
the mausoleum of the Sheykh *Ahmed the Hunter ('Es- 
Sayydd).^^^ The judge *Imddu'd-Din 'Ebii'l-Ghayth son of 
'Ebu-Bekr son of *Aliyy the Corpse (*E1 - Meyyit)^^^ was 
appointed to succeed him in the whole of his functions. His 
appointment took place on the 20th of the month (3rd August), 
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and he was the most accomplished of those available after him 
who had been taken away to the mercy of God, who be 
extolled. 

In the course of Dhu'l-Hijja there befel the pilgrims from ^""^ 
Yemen a disastrous semiim ^^^ wind in the neighbourhood of 
Yelemlem,*^^ and there perished of them an immense number 
in one day. It is said that they who perished in that day 
were more than one thousand five hundred human beings. 
But God knows best. 

In the month above mentioned the Sultan gave orders for 
the construction of the wing to the Government palace ('Ed- 
Daru's - Sultdniyy) which forms the southern pavilion that is 
opposite to the College of the Two Columns or Obelisks 
(Medresetu'l-Mileyn),'^^® as far as what is on the same line with 
it on the west. 

On the 28th of Dhu'l-Hijja (9th September) the village of 
Qureyshiyya was burnt down in a great conflagration, and no 
part of it escaped, save a little of the lower village. On the 
30th of this same month (nth September) there arrived at 
court an offering from the lands of Egypt, brought by 'Ahmed 
the Pilgrim, of the family of the Bootmaker. 

On the first of the year A.H. 801 (12th September, A.D. 1398) 
the Ma*ciziba clan made a foray against the village of Feshdl, 
and there was killed of them Husheybir son of *Aliyy son of 
Husheybir, whose horse also was captured. He who killed him 
was the son of the Sherff Ddwiid son of Mutahher. On the 
5th of Muharrem, again (i6th September), the Sherff and the 
men of Qureyshiyya made a raid on the land of the Ma*dziba 
clan, and killed three individuals of them. Their heads were 
taken off and carried to Zebid.^^^* After this the Ma*dziba carried 
out a foray against Mukhayrff, when there were killed a whole 
number of them, of whose heads eight were cut off and carried vrv 
into Zebid. They subsequently collected another force and 
again attacked Mukhayrif on the loth of Safer (20th October), f. 359* 
when about thirty men of these Ma'dziba were killed. 

On the 13th of Safer (24th October) the Sultan left Ta'izz 
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for Zebid, his departure being on Thursday at sunrise. He 
entered the city of Hays between sundown and the hour of the 
nightfall service of worship, in the night preceding Friday. He 
then went on by night, and entered Zebid at sunrise on Friday 
the 14th (25th October). On the Monday, 17th of that month 
(28th October), the litter of the pilgrim-caravan came in, together 
with the caravan of pilgrims and an offering from the lands of 
Egypt. The Sultan mounted and rode out in the direction of 
the date-groves in quest of game on the 24th of the month 
(4th November), returning late on the same day. He then, on 
Thursday the 27th (7th November), proceeded to Sirydqus, and 
remained there during the Thursday and Friday, returning to 
Zebid on Saturday the 29th (9th November). On this same 
day the sun was eclipsed ; and there also arrived the information 
that the lord of 'Ebyen had put to death a party of the Benii- 
*Ibrahim clan to the number of about twenty Sheykhs, of 
whom he had seized also the houses and the horses, so that 
an immense insurrection of great violence had arisen, in con- 
sequence of their slaughter. He who had instigated their 
VTA execution was the 'Emir Shujd*u'd-Din *Umer son of Qardjd. 

In the month of the former Rebf*, the rice^®^* of the Sultan's 
estates was threshed out in the vale of Zebfd, and the first 
convoy came in on the middle day of that month (23rd 
November), two hundred and eighty loads ; the second convoy 
arrived on the 21st (30th November), of about the same quantity 
as the first ; while the third convoy came on the 26th (5th 
December), much less in quantity than the former. 

On the 25th of that same month (4th December) the 'Emfr 
Fakhru'd-D{n 'Ebii-Bekr son of Bahddir the Sunbulite pro- 
ceeded to 'Ebyen ; and in the month of the latter Rebf* the 
'Emir Bedru'd-Din Muhammed son of Bahddir the Sunbulite 
brought about a fight with the marauding Arabian tribesmen 
of the cantons of Surdud, and killed a number of them. Their 
heads, to the amount of five and twenty, came into Zebfd on 
the 1 6th of this month (23rd December), as well as seventeen 
head of horses taken from them. 
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At this date there died at Zebfd a woman who had been on 
a pilgrimage at Mekka, and had remained about seven years f« 360* 
as a resident visitor ^®^^ in the two holy cities, arriving at Zebid 
this very year 801, with the caravan of returned pilgrims. She 
had resided here some days, when she and her maidservant 
died on the selfsame day. When the Friday was come, the 
second of the former Jumddd (lOth January, 1399), the column 
that had been built upon the grave of the woman began early vri 
in the morning to jerk and shake violently, without any person 
or thing to put it in motion. The greater portion of the people 
went forth to witness the spectacle, and the news thereof spread 
in the city. The women and the men came forth to look upon 
it, and the crowd became great round about it. The 'Emfr of 
Zebfd rode out and ordered the column to be demolished. It 
was demolished therefore on that very day. He forbade the 
people to go forth and come to the place. But certain persons 
suggested to him to have a coffer built over it, so a trellis was 
raised there. When Friday was come the grave began to shake 
again as it had done on the previous Friday, inclining to the 
right and to the left. The people of the city went forth, and 
not one was left of the 'Emfrs and grandees of the inhabitants 
but went forth to witness the sight. Information as to this 
matter reached the Sultan ; and when it was time for the con- 
gregational service of worship the Sultan rode to the cathedral 
mosque with his suite and his attendants, the slave-guardsmen, 
the 'emfrs, and all the infantry, until he stopped at her grave 
and saw it as it inclined to the right and to the left He stopped 
by the side thereof for a space, and then returned to the palace. 
And I was of the number of those who were present at the said 
grave, and who saw what happened there ocularly, not by the 
report of another. 

On the 7th of the former Jumddd (15th January) there was vp» 
brought forth a son to the Sultan ; and he it is who is named 
Dhihir, or, as is said, Mudhaffer. On Thursday the 8th 
(i6th January) there came to court the 'Emfr Fakhru*d-D(n 
*Ebu-Bekr son of Bahddir the Sunbulite, and the eunuch 
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Jemalu'd-Din Jemi'l, from *Aden ; and there arrived at court at- 
tended by them the son of the lord of Dhafar (of the Habiidite),^®" 
who was named Melik Mujdhid. Our lord Melik Ndsir went 
forth to meet him ; and together with him there went forth a 
party of the troops. When he had entered Zebid the Sultan 
showed him honour, treated him kindly, and had a habitation 
vacated for him that was worthy of him. He ceased not to be 
in honour and in preference over others until the end of the 
f. 36o»» year, when the Sultan gave him an outfit and provisions, 
detaching a force of troops with him to his own country, of 
which he obtained possession, and over which he acquired the 
mastery. 

On Monday the 12th of that former Jumddd (20th January) 
'Umer son of *Aliyy son of Suheyl son of 'Aqder was murdered. 
He was the prince of the Ma*aziba clan in his day. It was the 
people of Tureyba that killed him ; so the Ma*dziba clan made 
a foray on the i8th of the month (26th January) into the vale 

of Zebfd, and they killed about twenty men of the inhabitants 
of Beydakha.^616 

On the 30th of that month (7th February) there arrived at 
the court of the Sultan the Sherff Yahyd son of 'Ahmed son of 
VI"! Hddi son of *Izzu'd-Dfn the Hamzite ; and he received him 
with honour and treated him with kindness. 

In the night before Monday the 3rd of the latter JumddA 
(lOth February) the wedding feast took place given by the 
'Emir Bedru'd-Din Muhammed son of Ziydd the Kdmilite to 
his son the 'Emfr Seyfu'd-Dfn Sinjer, lord of Qahma. The 
Sultan took action therein to perfection, and showed him very 
great attentions, making him lodge in the house of the eunuch 
Jemdlu'd-Din Thdbit, which was an admirable house. He sent 
for him to the house aforesaid loads of furniture upon two and 
twenty camels, of various kinds ; and also what was necessary 
in the way of copper or brass utensils, porcelain, plates and 
dishes, with clothing, in great quantity. He clothed him in a 
magnificent dress of honour, and had led out for him two 
stallion horses complete in accoutrements. The reception or 
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audience (Jiadrd) took place at the gate of the palace. There 
were present the Wezfr and all the people, the feudal lords, the 
'emirs, and the notables of the Ghuzz militia, with the Sultan 
in an upper balcony above them. He went forth carried from 
the gate of the palace to the house that was prepared for him, 
the slave-guards of the privy chambers carrying wax tapers 
ornamented with flowers in front of him, while the others whom 
we have mentioned walked on foot until they came to the house 
in question. It was a night to be seen, and was much talked of. 
On Sunday the 9th of that month (i6th February) the Sultan 
proceeded to the cantons of the Hays district for the purpose vpr 
of hunting wild asses ; and he took ten head of them there on 
Monday the loth. He then returned to the capital city of 
Zebid, which he entered on Tuesday the nth. On the 15th 
(22nd February) the 'Emfr Bedru*d-Dfn Muhammed son of 
Ziydd the KAmilite proceeded to the canton of ReyshAn in the 
region of Midid ; and on Thursday the 20th (27th February) 
two men carried a matter in dispute between them to the office 
of the governor in Zebfd, one of whom demanded that the case 
should be decided by the sacred canon law, but the governor 
forbade his doing so. He then appealed to the judge, but the 
judge was powerless to save him. The judge then wrote to the 
Sultan and complained of the governor in respect of his f. 361' 
encroachment on the jurisdiction of the sacred canon law. The 
Sultan gave command to some one on the instant to go to the 
governor and turn him out of house, making him go to the house 
of the sacred canon-law judge as an act of equity to the judge, 
and as a mark of respect to the judge and to the august law. 
The judge then forbade him by word of mouth to meddle with 
the law, and warned him not to do it, reprimanding him most 
severely. He then said : " Go with him to the gate of the 
palace." When they arrived with him at the gate of the palace, 
the Sultan drew nigh and reproached him, loading him with 
very violent vituperation. And had it not been that the Sultan 
had an affection towards him for his good conduct toward the 
people, he would not have escaped.*^^^ viT 
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On the 1st of Rejeb (9th March) the jurists collected together 
in Zebid, bent their steps towards the judge Mejdu'd-Din 
Muhammed son of Ya'qiib of Shfrdz, then judge of judges, and 
begged of him that he would allow them to hear him recite the 
Sahfh of the Bukharite. He acceded to their request, and 
the recitation took place in his house at the time in a garden 
he possessed near to the Date-Groves Gate (Bdbu*n-Nakhl). 
An immense crowd of jurists and notables assembled on the 
occasion ; and the recitation of the book continued until it was 
completed at the date which will be mentioned in due course, if 
God will, who be extolled. 

On the 5th of Rejeb (13th March) the Sultan distributed 
a bountiful alms to the poor of the town. According to what 
has been ascertained, it amounted to two thousand ducats in 
gold. He also set free on that day a number of those confined 
in prison. On the 12th (20th March) the Sultan gave orders 
for the numbering of the date-palms in the vale of Zebid, and 
the numbering was begun on Saturday the 14th (22nd March). 
On the 1 8th (26th March) the son of the judge Niiru'd-Din 
*Aliyy son of YahyA son of Jumey* arrived at court, bringing 
with him a goodly treasure. 

The complete recitation of the Sahfh of the Bukhdrite took 

place on the 3rd of Sha*bdn (loth April), and a large concourse 

of people was present, about eight hundred human beings. 

There were present at the complete recitation a number of the 

y^ notables and chiefs of the state, such as the supervisor of the 

payment of taxes, the marshal of the household, the lord of 

Zebfd, and a number of their equals. The judge Mejdu'd-Dfn 

on that day gave to all who asked it a pass-certificate.*^" Thus 

hath said *Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite, whose sins may 

God forgive : " And I was among those present at the complete 

f. 36i>» recitation, and I asked of him a pass-certificate. He gave me 

one for everything he had ever read, or heard, or selected, or 

compiled, and his hand was put in writing to that effect ; also for 

my children and some of their children who were in existence 

at that time. May God reward him with the best reward." 
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On the loth of Sha'bdn (17th April) the son of the judge 
Niiru'd-Dfn *Aliyy son of YahyA son of Jumey* proceeded to 
*Aden. And at this date the Wez{r, the judge Shih4bu'd-D(n 
'Ahmed son of *Umer son of Mu*aybid, came up by order of the 
Sultan, and there came up with him the lord of ShekiV^*® that 
he might give him power over that castle. And the first of the 
jaunting Saturdays was on the 12th of Sha*bdn (19th April). 
On the 19th (26th April) the lord of Hays came to court 
bringing a man named 'Uthmdn son of Mutayr, who used to 
thieve by night and rob by day, taking violent possession of every 
ship/^*® and whose depredations had become very numerous 
in the Hays district. The governor of the canton had caught 
him and arrested him, bringing him now to the Sultan's court. ^* 
The Sultan ordered his hand and foot to be cut off on the two 
different sides of his body. He remained alive some days after 
the amputation, and then died. 

The Sultan performed the month's fast of Ramadan this year, 
801, in the city of Zebfd, and the complete recitation of the 
Qur'dn took place in the palace of Ddru's-Suriir, which is 
outside the Date-Groves Gate. The Sultan observed the festival, 
too, of the cessation of the fast in Zebfd. And on the last day 
of Ramaddn there arrived at court the 'Emfr Bedru'd-Dfn 
Muhammed son of Ziydd from the canton of Middd. 

On the 3rd of Shewwdl (sth June) the Sultan went down 
to the date-groves, and the chest ^^^ went down also for the 
extraction of the revenues of the date-palms. And after a few 
days the 'Emir Bedru'd-Dfn Muhammed son of Ziyid the 
Kdmilite proceeded to Ta*izz with a party of the troops, to be 
a reinforcement there. And the Wezir arrived at court from the 
hill-country on the 6th of Dhii'l-Qa'da, the Sultan being then 
at the seaside. And he clothed him in a beautiful robe of 
honour, giving him also a thousand ducats. 

On the 28th of Dhii'l-Qa'da the Sultan broke up from the 
date-groves for Zebfd. The ceremony of the date-groves came 
to an end also, and the chest re-entered Zebfd, the collector, with f. 362* 
the clerks, returning ; and the observances of the date-groves 
ceased. 
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On Monday the ist of Dhii'l-Hijja (4th August) the Sultan 
conferred upon the 'Emfr Bedru'd-D(n Muhammed son of 
Bahddir the Latffite the fief of Qahma, sending him a set of 
kettledrums and a banner ; while Sinjer was removed therefrom. 
^"^ And on the 2nd of the month Jemdlu'd-D(n Muhammed son of 
*Umer son of Shukeyl was appointed to the districts of Mewza*. 

The Sultan observed the festival of the sacrifice at Zebfd, and 
his son Melik Ndsir rode in a procession with the whole of the 
troops on the day of the festival in quality of lieutenant for his 
father. It was a beautiful festival. 

In this year A.H. 801 aforesaid the market prices of com- 
modities rose very high in Zebfd. The price of the two millets, 
dhura {Holcus sorghum) and dukhn {Holcus saccharatus\ was a 
piece of silver for each Zebfd measure, ^^^^ the standard of the 
Zebfd measure being fifty ounces for grains, and the ounce ten 
buttons {qifdl^ pi. of qufla) with the Egyptian mark. The Zebid 
measure of butter reached the price of ten ducats ; the standard 
of the Zebfd measure for butter being twelve pounds, and each 
pound twenty ounces. The price of wheat was a piece of silver 
and a half for one Zebfd measure. Two Zebfd measures of 
wezef^^'^^ bore the price of one piece of silver. The milk of 
cattle, too, became little in quantity. 

The year A.H. 802 (A.D. 1 399-1400) came in while matters 
were in this condition as detailed above. And in the first part 
thereof came intelligence of the death of the Sultan Melik 
Dhdhir Berqiiq, lord of the lands of Egypt ; a funeral service 
being performed for him on Friday the 3rd of Muharrem (5th 
September) in the cathedral mosque of Zebfd. His death had 
occurred in Shewwdl of the year 801 (June, 1399); and the 
vi^v Sultan gave orders for recitations of the Qur*dn for him during 
seven days in the cities of Ta*izz, Zebfd, and *Aden. 

On the 28th of Muharrem (30th September) the 'Emfr 
Bedru'd-Dfn Muhammed son of Ziydd son of 'Ahmed the 
Kdmilite rose in rebellion. The Sultan had left him in the city 
of Ta'izz, and had attached to him a body of the troops, horse 
and foot, as a garrison there. The Sultan then wrote to him 
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to meet the treasure of 'Aden and bring it on to Zcbfd. When 
the treasure set out from *Aden and the 'Emir Bedru'd-Dfn 
met it with the troops he had in his suite, lo, the treasure was of 
great amount, with large sums of money, both gold and silver, 
several lacs in all, besides wearables and perfumes in great 
quantity. Merchants, too, were travelling with it, having their 
merchandize of various kinds with them. This appeared in the 
eyes of the *Emir to be something grand, and he esteemed it as f. 36a* 
magnificent. Perhaps, too, some one of his intimates suggested 
to him the advisability of the step. So he took possession of 
the treasure at one swoop, as also of those who were journeying 
with it, and marched with it towards Mount Sewraq, up which 
he wished to go. This, however, he could not accomplish, so 
he directed his steps to the castle of Sindj, and halted in a spot 
between the land of Zubeyd ^®" and the Arabian tribesmen. 

The Sultan had consigned to him a certain number of castles, 
and he had placed garrisons in them with his trusted officers 
and lieutenants over them. And when intelligence reached the 
Sultan of what had happened through him, the Sultan sent the vpa 
eunuch Jemdlu'd-Din Merjdn to take possession of the castle of 
Reyshdn,^^^ one of the castles of the land of Middd, and a very 
strong fastness. There was in it a lieutenant on the part of the 
son of Ziydd. When the eunuch had reached the castle in 
question he called for the lieutenant of the son of Ziydd. As 
soon as he was come he informed him of the Sultan's com- 
mand for the taking over of the castle. He obeyed, and 
delivered up the stronghold to the eunuch, who received 
possession of the same from the lieutenant of the son of Ziydd, 
went up into it, and put a garrison therein of men he could trust. 

When the eunuch was settled down in the castle, letters 
arrived from the son of Ziydd addressed to his lieutenant, and 
ordering him to hold the castle securely, not allowing anyone 
to get possession of it. The lieutenant regretted his lack of 
foresight in respect of the castle, and wrote to the son of Ziydd 
to say so, thus : " Verily, thy letter came not to hand, save 
when the eunuch Merjdn had already arrived with the august 
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command that he should take charge of the castle, had taken 
charge thereof, and I had come down away from it. Had thy 
letter come in advance, I would not have allowed him to take 
possession, nor would I have given it up to anyone save thyself. 
As it is, peace be unto thee." 

The eunuch Merjdn now set about provisioning the castle 
with corn, water, and firewood. He ordered the warden who 
was in it to proceed to the court of the Sultan. He went to 
the Sultan, and the eunuch stayed in the castle, repairing it 
and provisioning it. 
vi»^ On Monday the 5th of Safer (6th October) there arrived an 

offering from the lands of Egypt, sent by the Sultan Melik 
Dhdhir Berqiiq before his death ; its arrival, however, was at 
the date given above. The *Emfr Bedru'd-Dfn Muhammed son 
of Bahddir the Sunbulite arrived at court with treasure from 
the northern cantons, his arrival being on Friday the 9th of 
Safer (loth October). On Monday the 12th (13th October) 
the eunuch Jemdlu'd-Din Dharff, the Diwfddr, came to court 
from the cantons of Ta*izz, and in his suite there came some 
troops from the lord of Ba*ddn. 
t 363* The Sultan proceeded to Ta*izz on the Monday, 19th of 

Safer (20th October), his entry into Ta*izz occurring on the 
25th (26th October). The *Em{r Bedru*d-Dfn Muhammed son 
of Bahddir the Latffite arrived at court, and the 'Emfr Bahd'u'd- 
D(n the Shemsite, all of them at the court of the Sultan. And 
when troops came in thus in succession, the Sultan distributed 
to the whole of the forces a goodly amount of pay, and sent 
them on an expedition. They pitched a camp against the 
castle of Sindj and kept up for half a month a fight by night 
and by day. When the 'Emfr Bedru'd-Din saw the multitude 
of the troops, he knew that he had not power to struggle against 
the Sultan, and felt for certain that what he had with him in 
shape of treasure would come to an end ; that the Arabian 
tribesmen would eat it all up, and would perhaps sell him 
vo« besides. He therefore sent to the Sultan a person to ask for 
a general amnesty, and the Sultan accorded him the amnesty 
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under the hands of a party of jurists, Sheykhs, and mystics 
who undertook his safety on the part of the Sultan. They then 
returned to him with the sacred amnesty, and he set out by 
night from the castle in which he was, unknown to anyone of 
those within the place where he was, or of those in the camp. 
He arrived at dawn at the Sultan's gate on Wednesday the 
4th of the latter Rebf* (3rd December). The whole duration 
of his rebellion was sixty-four days. When he reached the 
court of the Sultan, as we have recorded, the Sultan received 
him in the most gracious manner, forgave him, clothed him 
with a robe of honour, and restored him to even a better 
position than what he occupied before. 

In the month of the former Rebf* in this year A.H. 802 
(November, a.d. 1399) there fell in Mekka, which God protect, 
who be extolled, a violent downpour of rain, so that its valleys 
overflowed with the superfluity of waters, and the precincts of 
the temple were filled with water, which even entered the 
interior of the Cubical House by its doorway. The water was 
above the threshold of the doorway by about a span. And the 
water carried the pulpit of the preacher away from its place to 
another locality. There died in the sacred precincts a certain 
number of persons whom the water overtook, and who were 
unable to get away. Many houses were laid waste, and numbers vO| 
of the inhabitants died beneath the ruins. But God knows best 

In the end of the month of the former Rebf* died the 'Emir 
Bahd'u*d-Din Bahddir the 'Eshrefite, *Emfr of the bodyguard of 
the Sultan. His death took place in the city of Ta4zz at the 
date above mentioned. 

On the 8th of the month of the latter Rebf* (7th December) t. 363^ 
there was brought forth unto the Sultan Melik 'Eshref a son 
named *Aliyy ; and the Sultan's son named Huseyn died a 
short time after this. At the end of that said month there 
came to court the Sherff Shemsu'd-Dfn Jahreba from Sa'da, 
with about seventy horsemen and five hundred bowmen. On 
the first of the former Jumddd the village Mahall-Mubdrek, one 
of the villages of the vale of Zebfd, was totally consumed by 
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fire. On Wednesday the isth of that month (14th January, 
1400) the Sultan came to the capital, Zebfd, and stayed there 
some days. He then detached to the Ma'dziba country the 
divinely aided forces, who met with a party of them at Nakhl- 
Mudebbi, and killed twenty-two of their number, one of whom 
was named Merzuq son of Shahij. 

On Saturday the 2Sth of the latter Jumddd (20th February, 
1400) there happened a violent concussion *^^ at noonday, and 
there fell a star, in appearance like the moon, according to the 
relation of those who saw it. Many places in the mountains 
fell in on this occasion. 
^^ In the night preceding the 2nd of Rejeb (27th February), 

the Sultan detached troops to the country of the Ma'dziba clan, 
among them being his own son Melik Ndsir. They attacked 
Redem,'^^® but found nothing in it save the cattle. They 
pillaged what they found, and killed two or three men, then 
returned. On the night preceding the lOth of Rejeb (6th 
March) abovesaid, the Sultan detached troops to Feshdl, with 
others to Mudebbi, giving orders for the castigation of Nakhl- 
Mudebbi ; ^^^^ also that the inhabitants of the vale of Zebfd 
should go forth, and they consequently went forth with the 

divinely aided forces. In the night preceding Monday the 19th 

* 

of Rejeb (iSth March) the Sultan gave orders for the litter of 
the caravan of pilgrimage to go forth accompanied by a pro- 
cession of a party of jurists and judges ; and so again on 
Thursday the 22nd and Monday the 26th (22nd March). 

In the night preceding Thursday the 29th of Rejeb (26th 
March) died the jurist *IsA son of Miisd of Zeyla* in the city of 
Zebfd at the age of over 90 years. The whole of the chief 
personages of the realm were present at his interment On 
Thursday the 6th of Sha*bdn (ist April) died the Sherff 'Idris 
son of *Abdu'lldh, lord of Dhafar. On Friday the 7th (2nd 
t 364' April) there arrived at court a magnificent offering from the 
lord of India ; there came also to court his ambassador named 
vcr Muflih, a Turk. And late in the same day died the Sherff 
Fakhru*d-Dfn *Abdu'llah son of 'Idrfs son of Muhammed son 
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of 'Idrfs son of 'Aliyy son of *Abdu11dh son of Hasan son of 
Hamza, in the city of Zebfd, and he was interred within the 
walls of the mausoleum of Mu*attib by command of the Sultan. 

On Monday the loth of Sha*bAn (sth April) there was a 
violent shock of earthquake. The jurist Taqiyyu*d-Dfn *Umer 
son of 'Ahmed son of *Abdu'l-Wdhid informed me, and said : 
" As I was in the opening of the vale of Zebfd with a party of 
peasants in the early forenoon, there happened a violent con- 
cussion of the earth, and one of the labourers at date-palms was 
at the time up on a date-palm near us there. The date-palm 
came very near falling with the labourer. A star had fallen 
a short time before that occurrence from the western direction 
towards the east in its course, and had alighted between two 
hills there. Fire had broken out in the place where it fell ; 
and then, a short time afterwards, the concussion took place." 

On Friday the 28th of Sha*bdn (23rd April) died the son of 
the Sultan named *Aliyy in the city of Zebfd, and was interred 
in the Mu*attib mausoleum. And on the loth of Ramaddn 
(5th May) there came to court the 'Emfr Bedru'd-Din Muham- 
med son of Bahddir the Sunbulite with a goodly military force 
of horse and foot 

And in this year A.H. 802 the people of Zebfd began the month's 
fast of Ramaddn on Monday (27th April), whereas the people voi* 
of Mehjem began it on the Sunday (26th April), through having 
seen the new moon, as was recounted in letters of theirs that 
arrived at Zebfd. On the 15th of Ramadan (nth May) the 
Sultan issued his command that women should be prohibited 
from following funeral processions, and that wailing over the 
dead should be forbidden ; also that no woman or girl should 
be covered over with a slab on any account. 

On the 19th of Ramaddn (15th May) the judge MuwaflTaqu'd- 
Dfn *Aliyy son of *Ebu-Bekr the Ndshirite was named judge- 
substitute in the supreme judgeship by command of the Sultan ; 
for the judge Mejdu'd-Dfn had already set out on his journey 
in the intention of performing a pilgrimage at Mekka the 
Venerated, on the ist of the month (27th April). The inhabitants 



282 HISTORY OF THE RESl^LIYY DYNASTY. 

of Zebfd observed the fast this year, A.H. 802, during twenty-nine 
days, and ceased to fast through seeing the new moon. 

On Thursday the 3rd of Shewwal (27th May) the Sultan 
became angry with the 'Emfr Bedru*d-Dfn Muhammed son of 
f. 364** Ziydd the Kdmilite, seized his beasts and his men-slaves, sending 
him to the prison of Zebfd. On the same day aforesaid the 
Sultan went down to the date-groves. The *Emfr Bahi'u*d-Dfn 
the Shemsite proceeded on the loth (3rd June) to his fief at 
Harad. The Sultan went to the seaside at the same date, 
remained there some days, and returned to the date-groves on 
the 13th (6th June). He took up his abode in the date-grove 
named the Hdriiniyy. 
v«« On the 23rd of Shewwdl (i6th June) the holy precincts at 

Mekka, which may God clothe with honour, who be extolled, 
were destroyed by fire. The cause of this was that a certain 
man, one of the resident visitors, who dwelt in the hostel for 
foreigners near the *Azwera Gate,^^^ was extinguishing a lamp 
at the time when he wished to go to sleep, and there fell from 
the incandescent wick a particle of fire which fell on something 
that took light and the place was burnt down. The fire spread 
to the roof of the hostel, and it broke out in flames, which com- 
municated the fire to the roof of the colonnade round the 
sacred court, and this roof, with its supporting columns, was 
burnt. It was an immense conflagration, the like of which is 
not usually seen. The fire lasted in the sacred precincts about 
twenty days. The people worked at extinguishing it every day, 
but it hardly could be put out. 

On the 1st of Dhu'l-Qa*da (23rd June) the 'Emir Bedru'd- 
D(n Muhammed son of Bahddir the Sunbulite was appointed 
governor of Qahma and commandant in Feshdl, the son of the 
Latffite being removed from Qahma. On the 6th of the month 
(28th June) a certain man was going forth by the Nakhl gate 
in a litter, who was going on business for the 'Emfr. When he 
was in the gateway the gatekeepers wished to learn what was 
in the litter, and struck upon it with some implement of iron. 
The man was hurt and moaned. They therefore stopped the 
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camel, made it kneel, took out the man from the litter, and 
proceeded with him to the *Emfr, who put him in prison, as 
also the camel-driver who was guiding the camel with him. 
On the second day he caused the eyes of both of them to be von 
seared at the same time. 

On the isth of Dhu1-Qa*da C7th July) the *Em{r BedruM- £.365' 
D{n Muhammed son of Bahddir the Sunbulite proceeded to the 
village of Feshdl, and the Ma*dziba clan made their peace and 
submission at his hands, undertaking to deliver up their horses. 
So the roads became safe and people travelled in security. The 
Sultan gave orders for the transfer of the son of Ziy&d up to 
the castle of Ta*izz, where he and his associates were put in prison. 

In the night preceding Friday the 24th of Dhu*l-Qa'da rain 
fell in the city of Zebfd and its environs from the time of 
sunrise until the hour of the summons to afternoon worship ; 
and many houses in the city gave way, houses of the inhabitants. 
The overflow of the stream of the vale of Zebfd and of the 
other streams was continuous by night and by day ; some of 
them perhaps reaching even to the sea. The fruit of the date- 
palms was destroyed to a serious extent ; and the people 
performed the congregational service of Friday noon on that 
day by using great exertions only. Some of them performed 
even the ordinary noon service with exertion only. Those 
present at the time in the cathedral mosque of Zebid were 
counted, and found to be only a few over thirty. For this 
reason a congregation of these performed the ordinary noon 
service ; but after an interval the quorum of forty *^^ was 
exceeded, and they performed the special Friday-noon con- 
gregational service without any indication as to the continuance 
of the canon ically correct hour for their so doing. That day 
corresponded with the i6th day of July in the Roman calendar 
of the year. But God knows best 

The Sultan came up from the date-groves on the 8th of vov 
Dhii'l-Hijja, and the chest came up, so that the ceremony of 
the date-groves was concluded on the 9th (31st July). The 
rains were frequent, and the inundations in the region of Yemen. 
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The valley streams reached the sea after the people had no 
longer need of them.*^ It was a year of great abundance with 
manifold blessings, for which God be glorified, who be extolled. 
In the latter half of Dhii'l-Hijja the aforesaid there was 
brought forth unto our lord Melik Ndsir *Ahmed son of our 
lord the Sultan Melik 'Eshref a son who was named Yiisuf. 
And in the night preceding Thursday the 21st of the month 
(i2th August) the stream of the vale of Zebfd gushed forth 
suddenly with a tremendous rush, so that a party of the people 
declared that the like had never been usual at any time. It 
broke down the great dam '"* of Sultan Mujdhid, and carried 
away a portion of Mahall-Tarqu*a,**** and a portion of Mahall- 
Hureyra. The water was assuaged in the latter part of that 
f. 365* same night, for which God be glorified, who be extolled. 

And in this year A.H. 802 aforesaid there appeared an 
immense flight of locusts in Zebfd and its neighbourhood, which 
destroyed much of the seed-crops, of the fruits, and of the trees. 
Thus hath said *Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite : "The 
*Emfr Nejmu'd-Din Muhammed son of Ibrdhim Sheref, then 
the governor of Zebfd, informed me and said: *The jurist 
vOA Taqiyyu'd-Dfn *Umer son of 'Ahmed son of *Abdu'l-Wahid 
informed me and said : " Certain of the peasantry, credible 
persons, of the inhabitants of the district of the vale of Zebfd 
told me that they had seen a large snake that had come out 
of its hole, and that ate a Jarge quantity of the locusts,^^ so as 
to be unable to move back to its hole, and remained stationary 
in the spot where it was ; the locusts then fell upon it until 
they covered it on every side ; and then the locusts ate it up, 
and left nothing of it." He said also : " And a credible person 
of the inhabitants of Hdjiziyya told me that he saw a cock, at 
the time when the locusts were swarming in the place where 
he was, and the cock picked up a large number of the locusts 
and ate them until he had finished ; then the locusts fell upon 
him and ate him up entirely, leaving nothing of him but the 
head." * " The appearance of the locusts occurred in the latter 
part of Shewwdl of this said year A.H. 802 (June, A.D. 1400). 



PLAGUE OF LOCUSTS. 285 

The jurist *Aliyy son of Muhammed the Ndshirite informed me 
and said: "One of those who were voyaging by sea told me 
that there happened in the lands of the blacks (stiddn) ^^^ a 
tremendous earthquake that lasted continuously for a number 
of days less than ten, from which a number of places and many 
hills fell down. There afterwards broke out in a canton thereof 
an immense fire^^ with a great volume of smoke; and the vo^ 
inhabitants fled from that region. The fire continued for some 
days, and the smoke became massed. Later, this smoke took 
a solid form and became a group of hills in that locality, where, 
up to that event, no hills of any kind were known. *^® The whole 
of this occurred in the course of the latter half of the year 
A.H. 802 aforesaid. But Gods knows best." 

On the first day of the year A.H. 803 (A.D. 1400-1) the judge f. 366* 
Radiyyu*d-Dfn *Ebu-Bekr son of the judge Shihdbu'd-Dfn 
'Ahmed son of *Umer son of Mu*aybid was named controller 
in the frontier stronghold at *Aden, in place of the judge 
Jemdlu'd-Dfn Muhammed son of *Umer the Shuteyrite ; and 
the 'Emfr Seyfu*d-Dfn Qaysiin was made governor there in lieu 
of the *Emfr Fakhru'd-D(n 'Ebii-Bekr son of Bahddir the 
'Adenite. On the 30th of Muharrem (19th September) there 
came to the court of the Sultan at Zebfd Jemdl Muhammed 
son of *Umer son of Shukeyl from the northern cantons ; and 
there set in with the Sultan a fever-tremor of violence on the 
same date. The people were greatly agitated by reason thereof ; 
but God vouchsafed unto him later a return to health, and he 
rode out from the state palace in Zebfd to the palace of Ddru*s- 
Sunir on the Friday, 12th of Safer (ist October), staying 
there some days. In the course of his residence there a vr 
treasure came to court from *Aden, arriving on the 15th of 
Safer aforesaid (4th October). On the 28th of that month a 
violent suffering seized the Sultan, more violent than the former 
attack, and he continued for some days to wander about from f. 365b 
place to place, but could find no relief. He now resolved to 
go up to Ta*izz, and started on Thursday the 2nd of the former 
Rcbf* (21st October). He tarried at IJays for some days, by 
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reason of the sufferings he experienced. He then proceeded to 
Ta*izz, his entry to which took place in the night preceding 
Wednesday the 8th of the former Rebf* above-mentioned 
(27th October). He resided in the palace of the market-place 
(Daru'l-Wa*d) ten days unwell, and was then taken to the mercy 
of his forgiving Lord God in the night before Saturday the i8th 
of the said month (6th November, 1400) ; may God have mercy 
on him. 

Thus hath said 'Aliyy son of Hasan the Khazrejite: "The 
judge Muwaffaqu'd-Din *AHyy son of 'Ebii-Bekr the Ndshirite 
informed me, and said : * I performed his ablution, by his last 
wish ; the jurist Jemdlu'd-Din Muhammed son of Sdlih of 
Dumatu*l-Jendel helping, and with him the jurist Muwaffaqu*d- 
Dfn *Aliyy son of Muhammed son of Fakhr.* He said also : 
*And I observed upon him, in respect of glory and joy and 
splendour, that at which one's bosom becomes dilated. And I 
used my utmost endeavours in cleansing and purifying him,^®^ 
he being already clean and pure ; so that I attained in respect 
of him the utmost perfection of what are obligatory rites and 
what are apostolic observances. And I shrouded him with 
VI I white cloths,^^ and I perfumed him with musk and camphor. 
And I descended with him into his place of burial,'^® and I cast 
loose from him the band,^^® and I laid his cheek to touch the 
earth,*^*^ and I turned him with his face directed to the sacred 
aspectorium, and I bade him farewell, and I prayed for him.' " 
May God, who be extolled, have mercy on him. 

His funeral convoy ^^^ to his mausoleum, and the burial 
service,^^^' took place on the Saturday aforesaid, between the 
times of the noontide and afternoon services of daily worship. 
And he was buried, may God, who be extolled, have mercy on 
him, in his own college, the 'Eshrefiyya, which he had built in 
the ward of *Udeyna. Recitation of the Qur'dn over him was 
continued for seven days ; and services were performed for him 
in all the cities of Yemen, the Qur'dn being recited in each city 
for seven days. There fell upon the whole of the people for him 
a violent sorrow of regret. 
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He was, God have mercy on him, a good prince, and his 
conduct was of the best. He was munificent, generous, patri- 
archal, considerate, compassionate, commiserating, upright, 
gracious ; and there was not his like among the princes of his 
epoch. 

And among the religious monuments which he constructed in 
the city of Ta*izz (and outside thereof), there is a college, of 
beautiful appearance, that has two gates, east and west, besides 
the southern gate, with a spacious fore-cloister, an extensive 
rotunda, and a marvellous superstructure. He built therein ^''i' 
a superb lavatory, and instituted for it a precentor, a mu'edh- 
dhin, a sexton, a teacher with orphans to study the Qur'an ; also f- 367' 
a professor of the holy canon law according to the school of the 
protojurist ShAfi*iyy, with a tutor and a number of students ; also 
a professor of the apostolic tradition, and a professor of syntax 
and literature, with a class of students ; and he gave unto it 
in mortmain trust a number of books used in teaching every 
branch of science. And he gave in mortmain trust unto the 
college aforesaid and unto those instituted to it a goodly estate 
sufficient for their maintenance. 

He built also the additional eastern transept which is in the 
cathedral mosque of *Udeyna of Ta*izz, on the eastern side ; 
and it [is] an excellent addition, so that the congregation of 
the cathedral mosque aforesaid derive an immense advantage 
therefrom. And he built a cathedral mosque in the village of 
Mimldh, near Zeb{d ; also, between the village of Seldma and 
Hays, three drinking-fountains for man and beast travelling in 
those parts. 

He it was who originated the garden of Upper Sirydqiis 
in the east of Zebid, planting therein the unusual of all sorts of 
trees. And he was the first who sowed rice in the vale of 
Zebid. And he was, may God have mercy on him, in an 
extreme degree endowed with wit, and grace, and noble qualities vnr 
of mind, together with beauty of form, and goodness of conduct ; 
as also with loving-kindness towards the people, and affection 
for men of learning ; being furthermore fond of science himself. 
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A host of poets sang elegies over him. Among them, one 
was the intelligent jurist Sherefu'd-Dfn *Ismd*fl son of *Ebu- 
Bekr,^®** the professed Qur'dn reciter, and others besides him. 
I have here set down in writing his elegy, on account of the 
agreement of its tenour with the object in view. It here follows, 
and therewith occurs the conclusion of the book : ^•** 

1. Such is the World}^^ Its legions have returned to the 
charge with dire events ; its calamities have bitten with sharp- 
pointed fangs. 

2. Though the World have inclined its vicissitudes^ on its stage^ 
against the towering mount ('et-Tawd)^ with inaccessible sides}^"^ 

3. // has mutilated naught save t/ie lobe of its own nose ; and 
naught has been amputated save its own back and its own 
withers}^^ 

4. Its sun lias this day become eclipsed^ and its stars this night 
fail in turn in the darknesses. 

5. And this king of the age^ with him has destruction dealt 
treacJierously, even when his heralds had stood up^ to tlie morti- 
fication of the exalted ones}^^ 

6. After his sovereign rule^ there have been cast down from tlu 
throne his sternal ribs^ polluted with dust beneath the soil}^^ 

7. And there have stood up on each side of him^ from all 
quarters^ near to his breast^ his friends and his loving female 
relatives}^^ 

8. And now, lo, he rides upon men's shoulders, in silence^ whose 
cavalcades of yore filled the world with his horsemen}^^ 

9. Whereas, could any effort of repulsion have driven back tlu 
doom of destruction, verily, his chargers and his led-horses would 
have averted it in many ways}^^ 

10. But God, in His might, has ordered tlu deaths of mankind^ 
through command of the One God ; His command, the Truths is 
very verity }^^ 

11. But oh! Alack for my spirit! How lias his splendour 
been put out ! And how has his dazzling star grown dim after 
shedding effulgence}^^ 
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12. And how has death struck him with its shaft ; while his 
grip and its bloodhounds have not spared him ! 

13. Then^ O ye who weep around his grave^ upon the like of 
him be there poured out tears ^ gushing tears ! 

14. Ye sorrow for a prince who was as a father^ kind and 
tender ; whose first impulses were trusted in^ as well as his 
ultimate acts, 

15. For what faithfulness ye knew in him was of oldP^^ 
And his generosity, too ; the seeker tJiereoffrom among the people, 
was never disappointed, 

16. When lie Iiad threatened a culprit, his pardon would then 
overwiielm him ; and wlun he liad promised a trifle, his gifts 
would be a load under which the recipient would groan, 

17. Upon you towards him there lies a debt ; then pay ye him 
his due. But how can his just claims be settled with mere 
panegyrics ? ^^^ 

18. For, by God, tliough our eyes should even weep blood, verily, 
this wotdd not come near to what would approximately be his due, 

19. /;/ sooth, deaths after him, should be looked upon by us as 
a pleasant thing ; if ever a man had died because his friend had 
been numbered with the dead}^^ 

20. And were it not for what we hope and know, — that he has 
his stations built up in the very highest heavens ; ^^^ 

21. And tliat for him t/tere is a place in the Holy Presence, 
where he will see his Lord God, and will hold converse with Him — 

22. Verily, tears would never cease from our eyes through grief 
after him ; and from the weepers, streams tliereof would flow on 
account of him, 

23. Then, suppose not thou that this World will spare any 7nan 
after him. For this World is but a fierce dragon, on which thou 
art mounted ; 

24. // is compliant to a young fellow until it spies its opportunity 
against Imn ; and tlun its fangs and its talons are driven home 
into him}^^ 

25. Now this king was sent, as to time, after ^ Ahmed ; for unto 
* Ahmed did its Lord deliver the Truth : ^^^ 

VOL. II. 19 
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26. And he stood up to perform the bidding of God^ after the 
effacement of its every symbol from among us^ and w/ten all its 
stars were lost ; 

27. And his sublime effort tucked up their skirts from off nien^s 
legs ; for its attractions drew to him the select from among us ; *^^ 
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APPENDIX. 

Through the great kindness of my very learned friend and 
highly valued aider, Professor M. J. de Goeje, of the University 
of Leiden (Leyden) in Holland, I have been furnished with a 
copy of the entire Arabic text of the foregoing elegy, as given 
in an historical manuscript belonging to the library of that 
University, and entitled: 'el-Kifdyet wdl-IHamfi man waliya 
V- Yaman wa sakanalid min Ul- Islam — The Historical Book, the 
Sufficiency and Information, concerning those who have ruled 
Yemen and resided therein since (the rise of) 'Islam. 

In that book, the history of the Resiiliyy dynasty occupies 
the sixth section ; apparently in the words of Khazrejiyy, here 
and there abridged, as far as his history went. 

The elegy by the judge Sherefu'd-Din, as there given, and 
now reproduced in the present work, consists of thirty-five 
distichs, whereas the unique India Office manuscript has but 
twenty-seven. From the condition of this unique manuscript 
I had judged that, at some former period, before it became the 
property of Mr. Warren Hastings, it had lost one leaf or more 
at the end, so that the elegy was left in a truncated state, the 
usual colophon with date of its transcription being also gone. 
To repair or obviate this mishap, as much as possible to the eye, 
and make the volume appear perfect, the first page and the last 
remaining page had been illuminated ; the three last distichs 
on this last illuminated page being gilt and painted over, in such 
a way as to become totally concealed. The book had then been 
bound or rebound, concluding with the twenty-fourth distich 
of the elegy. A date colophon in gilt and colours seems to 
have been added over the ornamental work. Later, as would 
appear, the volume had been injured by wet or damp, so that 
several leaves at the beginning and end had become decayed in 
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places, and worn by subsequent handling. Parts of words and 
parts of lines of writing had thus disappeared. These lacuna: 
were filled in, inferentially, by a learned friend at Damascus. 
But the paint of the interpolated colophon and of the illumi- 
nation at bottom of the last page had also become removed 
from over the three last remaining original distichs, to such 
extent that, had there been no abrasion of the decayed surface 
of the paper, those three distichs might have been recoverable. 
As it was, they were copied into my transcription as well as 
was possible, and their lacunae filled in at Damascus in the same 
way as the rest. 

When the existence of the Leiden manuscript was made 
known to me by Professor de Goeje, a copy of the truncated 
and patched text of the elegy was submitted to him, and the 
Professor discovered the complete text of thirty-five distichs in 
its proper place in the manuscript. In the kindest manner he 
copied out for me the whole poem as there given. Important 
variations were at once seen, modifying the sense here and 
there in some of the twenty-seven distichs. A new one, also, 
No. 17 of this version, was found, which would have brought 
the India Office version up to the number of twenty-eight 
distichs. In this way, only seven are added at the end, to make 
up the total of thirty-five. These seven, with the colophon, 
were lost with the missing last leaf of the manuscript Of the 
thirty-five distichs, nine (from the twenty-sixth in this version, 
the first of the three recovered from under the ruined illumi- 
nation of the India Office manuscript) are addressed by the 
poet to the new Sultan, Melik Ndsir, son of the deceased 
sovereign ; and the last distich, the thirty-fifth, is a form of 
the prayer in Islam equivalent to the Romanistical Requtescat 
in pace. 

The Leiden manuscript bears the date of its transcription, 
A.H. 948 (a.d. 1 541-2). Its text of the elegy is added, in my 
transcription, as an appendix to the contents of the India Office 
codex ; a rendering of this text is here subjoined ; and there- 
with my translation closes. — J. W. R. 
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1. Such is the World. Its legions have returned to the charge 
for dire events ; its calamities have bitten with sitarp-pointed 

fangs, 

2. And alt/wugh this World have let loose its vicissitudes to batter 
tlie lofty mount (V/- Tawd\ with inaccessible sides, 

3. Tliey have done mutilation to naught, save to the lobe of its 
{own) nose; and nothing lias been hacked, save its {owft) back aftd 
its {own) slwulders, 

4. Its sun has this day become overcast with gloom, and its stars 
have tottered on at night in the thick darknesses}^^ 

5. Then, O and cUas for the Glory which destruction has en- 
compassed ; the waileresses for which are standing up to the 
mortification of all that is sublime /^^^ 

6. And 'Ebili'l'Abbds^^^ is now, after his regal estate, with his 
breast-ribs dusty, beneath t/ie soil 

7. Alone in the bowels of the earth, above him the damp clay, 
his friends and his beloved female ones passing him by}^^ 

8. Him whose cohorts of yore filled the extent of the plains, and 
whose processions covered the world with horsemen ! 

9; So that if the effort of any repellant could Iiave been effectual 
against death, verily his legions would have driven away from him 
every semblance of trouble. 

10. But t/iese are the preordinances which take effect among 
mankind by the command of a God, against whose beliest we may 
not prevaiiy^^ 

1 1. Then O ! alas for my spirit ! How has his light been put 
out ? And liow has his conspicuous star grown dim after shedding 
effulgence ? 

12. And how have the fates struck him with their shaft, his 
levies and his squadrons availing him naught ? 

13. Then, O ye w/io weep around his grave, upon the like of him 
let the weeper shed tears, 

14. Ye are left to sorrow for a prince who was as a kind and 
tender father whose impulses were trustable, as also his ultimate 
resolves. 
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15. Ye have lost^ with him, in point of good faith^ tliat which 
ye know ; and furtlier more, a generosity y the seeker for which^from 
among mankind, was never disappointed, 

16. When he threatened a culprit, his forgiveness would tlun 
enfold him ; and if he promised an asker, his gifts would over- 
whelm him, 

17. And what is tlie excuse of an eye that sheds not its tears for 
him ; and what the excuse of a fortitude, the incentives to which 
have not been repelled ?^^ 

18. Against you, in his favour {there stands) a debt. Pay ye 
then to him his due ! But how can his claim be fully settled with 
floods of tears ?^^ 

19. For, by God, though our eyes sliould weep blood, verily, this 
would not come near to what would approximately be his due. 

20. /// sooth, death before ^^^ him would have seemed seemly 
in us, if ever a man had died because his friend had ceased to live, 

21. And were it not for what we hope and know — that his 
stations are built up in the very highest of the heavens ; 

22. And that for him there is, in tlie Holy Presence, an alighting- 
place from which he will behold his Lord God, and will have con- 
verse with Him, 

23. Verily, tears of the eye, through grief and disappointment, 
would never depart ; from the weepers would their torrents flow 
on his account, 

24. Then let not the World deceive any man after him ; for the 
World is but a dragon ^^^ on which thou art mounted, 

25. // is complaisant to a fellow until it spies its opportunity 
against him ; and then its fangs and its talons are driven into him, 

26. tJiou fatJier of ' A limed^^'^'^ thou hast delivered over the 
church of ^ Ahmed unto 'Ahmed, so that its lord has received 
possession of his right, 

27. And he has stood up in tlie cause of God, after its landmarks 
were effaced among us, and its stars were set. 

28. And in an endeavour after sublime things, he has tucked up 
his skirts as a man from about his legs ; he attracting all on their 
borders, and they attracting him. 
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29. He freed from fear and drew to him those who had stood 
aside ; he ruled mankind when as yet his moustaches were not full 
grown I ^^^^ 

30. T/te world yielded obedience to him^ its inhabitants sub- 
mitting ; and his experiences satisfied the most intractable events, 

31. Generous y lie showed contempt for riches by lavishing. And 
whosoever contemns his riches in respect of the asker of him^ his 
honour becomes potent. 

32. Tlie horizons are illumined by him ; the very sun has risen 
by his risCy and the tenebrosities of night have become dispersed. 

33. Then^ thou Aider (Ndsir) of Isldm^ patience! For, 
verily, though the savour of patience be bitter, its results bring joy. 

34. Thou art indeed the best bandage for the fracture, after him. 
O what a fissure for tliee was this that liad happened, the yawning 
parts of which its mender has closed up. 

35. May a cloud of nnintermitting outpour, the timely supply 
from which shall never fail, irrigate the grave of him {ivho was) 
tlie bounteous dispenser of munificence and liberality ! 



Finis. 
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*Amr b. *Aliyy b. Mes'iid, i, 194. 

b. *Amir, the Little Tatterer, i, 50, 

5i» 54, 56, 57, 65, 68. 

b. Hdrith the Halting, i, 63, 69. 

b. Jefna, i, 65, 68. 

b. Kulthiim, i, 196, 

b, Mundhir b. Mundhir b. Hirith, 



i, 70. 

b. Nu'man, i, 63, 65, 71. 

^— the jurbt, i, 141. 

'Anin, i, 216, 279. 

'Anber, the seneschal, i, 131. 
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*Anbcr, sons of, i, 72. 

Angels, i, 191. 

*Anqa', the ; set Tha*leba b. *Amr the 

'Anq4\ 
*Ans, i, 127, 174, 201 ; ii, 6, 119. 
'Ansiyy, son of the ; see *Umer b. Tbf- 

Bekr, 'Ansiyy. 
'Anter, peak of, i, 179. 
Apoplexy, i, 295. 
Apparition, ii, 16. 
'Aqdrib tribesmen, ii, 104. 
'Aq-Biy, ii, 44. 

'Aqder, son of ; see Ibnul-'Aqder. 
*Aqid, son of, ii, 99. 
'Aqnib, castle of, i, 29a 

Mount, i, 297. 

•Aqta*iyya, ii, 103. 
*Ara, ii, 30, 37. 

Arabian arrows ; see Nushshab. 

tribesmen, i, 87 ; ii, 44, 84, 85, 

87, 89, 90, 92-100, III, 114, 117. 122, 
123, 137. 139, 163, 164, 180, 185, 192, 
201, 220, 227, 228, 230, 232, 239, 240, 
242, 256, 26s, 266, 270, 277. 

'Aris, i, 261. 

Araxes, i, 279. 

Archers of Basit ; see Rumat. 

Arcturus, i, 102. 

'Areba, ii, 12. 

'Arefat, ii, 42. 

Mount, i, 158, 307. 

'Arida, i, 265. 

*Arim, inundation of, i, 53. 

'Arima, ii, 116, 128. 

Ark ; see Litter of Pilgrimage. 

Armenian slave-girls, ii, 264. 

*Arrdf, castle of, ii, 30. 

Arrows ; see Nushshdb. 

*Arus, i, 82, 290, 301, 308. 

•Arusdn, castle of, i, 141, 143, 160, 170. 

*A§afir, i, 155. 

*Asaq, i, 130. 

Ascalon ; see 'Asqaldn. 

Ash saplings, ii, 193. 

'A'shd; j/^ 'El-'A*shd. 



'As-heb, son of ; see 'Ibnu-'A§-heb. 
Ashes, Tower of the, ii, 26. 
'Asimijrya College, Zebid, ii, 189. 
*Asker b. Sinjer, i, 170, 171. 
'Asqalan, i, 219. 

Assassin (Fedawiyya) sect, i, 237. 
Asses ; see Wild Asses. 
'Ati*, the jurist, i, I41. 
'Ata-Bek, i, 80, 81, 88, 93, 118. 

Mosque, Zebid, ii, 188. 

*Atif, daughter of; see Bintn-'Atif. 
'Atina, Mahmudiyy, ii, 18. 
'Atmin, i, 1 13. 

*Atshin, i, 114. 

'Attdb b. Sinaniyy, ii, 43, 44. 

*Attar, son of the ; see 'Ibnul-* Attar. 

Augury, i, 139. 

'Awidir tribesmen, i, ill, 180; ii, 34. 

'Awija, i, 94, 122 ; ii, 99. 

'Awdn, ii, 131. 

'Awarin, ii, 21-23, 26, 35, 122-129. 

'Aweman (or *Uman) ; see 'Uman. 

* Awf b. »Ebi-Shemir, i, 63. 

'Awn b. Talha, ii, 184. 

'Awqad, i, 196. 

'Ay-Bek, 'El-Hijaziyy, 'El-'Eshrefiyy, i, 

276. 
*Ay-Bek, *E1-Mes*udiyy, son of, ii, 39. 
*Aydhdb, i, 93 ; ii, 77. 
*Aynu 'Ubdgh, i, 70. 
*Azwera Gate, Temple, Mekka, ii, 282. 
'Azzan, i, 100, 157, 165, 179, 188, 189, 

257, 284, 288, 294, 298. 

Bibu Khayber, Dhafir of the Sherifs, i,267. 
Qurtub, Zebid, i, 241 ; ii, 112, 222. 

Shubariq, Zebid, i, 146, 302, 319; 

ii, 22, 23, 27, 112, 123, 180. 

Sihim, Zebid, i, 295; ii, 84, i8o» 



188, 260. 
Bibul-Gharbiyy, 'El, Zebid, ii, 181. 
Babu'n-Nakhl, Zebid, ii, 91, 126, 275, 282. 

Nakhl Fountain, Zebid, ii, 189. 

Na?r, Dha£ir of the Sherifs, i, 217, 

266. 
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Babylonia, i, 251, 282, 286 ; ii, 232. 
Ba'ddn, ii, 36, 37, 51, 74, 76, 80, 81, 134, 

183, 184, 193, 250, 251, 278. 
Baghdad, i, 98, 136. 137, 150, 212, 274; 

ii, 230. 
Baghiyya b. Rumeytha, ii, 69. 
Bagpipe, ii, 187. 

Baha', the body-guardsman, i, 318. 
Bahidir, Shemsiyy ; see Bahd'u'd - Din 

Bahddir b. 'Abdi^Uh, Shemsiyy. 
Sunbuliyy; j/^BahiVd-DinBah^dir, 

Sunbuliyy. 
Baha*u'd-Dfn Bahadir, 'Eshrefiyy, ii, 179. 

Bahidir, Latifiyy, ii, 160, 174, 175, 

178, 182, 195, 23s, 236, 238, 282. 

Bahddir, Mujihidiyy, ii, 77, 86, 119. 

Bahidir, Sunbuliyy, ii, 75, 80, 82, 



88, 89, 99, 100, 103-105,111, 113, 115, 
116, 118. 

- Bahddir b. *Abdi*llah, Shemsiyy, ii, 
152, 164, 165, 169, 170, 172, 181, 182, 
185-188, 191, 195, 205, 206, 208, 211, 
213, 216, 222, 227, 230, 241, 248, 267, 
282. 

Dhafariyy, ii, 118, 119, 121. 

Muhammed b. *Es*ad b. Muh. b. 

Miisi. »El-*Imrdniyy, Ts- Sahib, *E1- 
Werir, i, 187, 199, 200, 212, 235, 242, 
243, 246, 251. 

Bahrdna, i, 172. 

Bahreyn, i, 58, 196, 198. 

Bahriyya slaves, i, 123, 172, 225 ; ii, 7-12, 

14, 17-19, 23, 26, 37, 39. 
Bakhd' tribe, i, 284. 
Balance- maker, ii, 266. 
Band ; see Kettledrums. 
Banner of Pilgrimage, ii, 147, 149, 187, 

198, 202, 215, 222, 225, 236, 247. 
Baqar, ii, 153. 

Baqi' Cemetery, Medina, i, 181. 
BaqiUn, ii, 52. 

Bdqir ; see Yahya b. Bdqir, Hamziyy. 
B4qiriyy, i, 165. 

Ban* the Eunuch ; j« Jemalu'd-Din Bari*. 
Barmecides ; see Beramika. 



Basit, ii, 84, 87. 
Ba$ra, i, 98. 
Bdtin : see Bend-Batin. 
Batta, ii, 84. 
Battle-axe men, i, 314. 
Battle-cry, i, 82, 83. 
Bdyezid, Ottoman Sultan, ii, 232. 
Bean, the dark-flowering, ii, 209. 
Bediniyy, ii, 153. 
Bedesman, ii, 218. 
Bedr, Mudhafieriyy, i, 232. 
Bedru»d-Dfn 'AbduMlah b. 'Amr b. Jened, 
i, 194, 197. 211. 

*Aliyy b. Ism4*fl b. 'Enas, ii, 80. 

b. *Aliyy, of Aleppo, ii, 12. 

b. Hasan b. 'Aliyy, Medhhijiyy, i, 



194. 



b. Hasan b. 'Esed, i, 314 ; ii, 6, 9, 



10. 



— b. Shemsi'd-Din 'Er-Demir, i, 238, 
252. 

— Hasan b. *Ahmed b. Mukhtdr, i, 317. 

— Hasan b. 'Aliyy b. Resul, i, 76, 78, 
81, 82, 86, 87, 134-136, 164. 

— Hasan b. Behrin, i, 227. 

— Hasan b. Khurisaniyy, ii, 175, 178, 



208. 

— Hasan b. Yasak, ii, 86. 

— Mektdb, Merqabite, i, 273. 

— Muh. b. 'Aliyy, Humim, ii, 6. 

— Muh. b. *Aliyy, Reymite, ii, 242. 

— Muh. b. *Aliyy, Shemsiyy, ii, 167, 
172, 208, 241, 242, 278. 

— Muh. b. *Aliyy, Sunbuliyy, ii, 234, 



270, 278, 281-283. 

— Muh. b. 'Aliyy b. 'lyds, ii, 172, 174. 

— Muh. b. *Aliyy b. *Umer b. N4jl, 
ii, 204. 

— Muh. b. Bahddir, Latifiyy, ii, 198, 



213, 234, 242, 248, 276, 278, 279. 

— Muh. b. Fakhr, ii, 63. 

— Muh. b. Hasan b. Ndr, i, 272. 

— Muh. b. Hatim, i, 228. 

— Muh. b. 'Isma*il b. 'lyas, ii, 137. 

— Muh. b. Seyfi'd-Din, ii, 255, 265. 
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BcdruM-Dfn Muh. b. 'Umer b. 'AlA'i'd- 

Din, Shihibiyy, ii, 12, 21, 39. 

Muh. b. 'Umer b. Mlki'il, i, 256, 281. 

Muh. b. Ziyid, Kdmiliyy, ii, 245, 

248, 272, 273, 275-277, 282, 283. 
Beer ; see Millet-beer. 
Behjetul-Yemen, i, 274. 
Bejliyy ; see 'Ebu*l - Hasan *Aliyy b. 

'Ibrdhim b. Muh. b. Huseyn, Bejliyy. 
Bejliyya, ii, 265. 
Bekil, men of, i, 115. 
Belebin ; see 'Izzu'd-Din Beleban, and also 

Seyfu*d.Dfn Belebdn. 
Belqd'i i, 68, 69. 

Beng (or Benj) ; see Indian Hemp. 
Bengal, ii, 218. 
Benii 'Abbas clan, ii, 239. 

'Ahmed, i, 254. 

'AldTd-Din, ii, 17. 

'Aliyy, i, 264; ii, 151. 

Bitin, i, loi. 

Beshir, the, ii, 89, 158, 214, 229. 

Dirdr, i, 153. 

Duhnij, i, 267, 270, 271. 

Dureyhim, ii, 192, 193, 229. 

'Esed, ii, 17. 

F4him, i, 159. 

Ffnlz, i, 118. 

Hamza, i, 1x6, 128, 152, 281. 

Hdtim, i, 133. 

Hayy, i, 217. 

Hufays, ii, 227. 

'Ibrihfm, ii, 270. 

Kehldn, i, 51. 

Khadir College, Hibdl, i, 135. 

Khattdb, i, 175. 

Khawwal, i, 113, 181, 188, 200. 

Maqamma tribe, ii, 100. 

Muhenna, ii, 232, 

Muslim, i, 81. 

Mut'im, i, 217. 

Numeyr, ii, 257. 

Resiil, i, 174, 252, 303 ; ii, 107. 

Safiyyi'd-Dfn, i, 148, 178. 

Seba*, ii, 223. 



Bend Selima clan, ii, 24. 

- Seyf, i, 88. 

Shdvrir, i, 265 ; ii, 195. 

Shihib, i, 112-114, 138, 166, 174, 

177, 188, 211, 225. 

Sihdm, i, 217. 

Thdbit, ii, 148, 15a 

'Ubeyda, i, 281 ; ii, 89, 90, 227. 

'Uweymir, i, 209. 

'Uweys, i, 276 j ii, 231, 232, 

Wehhds, i, 152, 188, 223, 

Wuheyb, i, 163, 164. 

Yaghnem, ii, 152. 

Ya'qdb, ii, 89, 156, 160. 

Zeyd, ii, 227. 

Bendl-'Enif, ii, 267. 

'Esad ; see Bcnd-'Esed. 

Habiidiyy, i, 194, 198. 

Hdrith, i, 253. 

Hur4fish, ii, 232. 

'Idhdmiyy, ii, 98. 

Qadim, i, 14^, 227. 

Benti'r.Ri*i, i, 113, 114, 174, 177, 180, 228. 
Bend's-Sinaniyy, ii, 34. 

Sii*, ii, 17. 

Bend'sh-Shd'ir, i, 254. 

Benzoic acid, ii, 207. 

Berdmika, ii, 77. 

Berdqish, i, 136, 137, 144, 166, 180. 

Berqiiq ; see Melik Dhahir Seyfu*d-Din 

Berquq, Sultan of Egypt. 
Berza, ii, 96, 186. 
Bewn, i, loi, 149, 204, 225, 259. 
Beydd, ii, 149. 
Bey-Bars ; see Melik Dhahir Ruknu'd-Din 

'Ebul-Feth Sdhibul-FutdhAt Bey-Ban 

Bunduqdiriyy, 'Ali'iyy, Silihiyy, Sultan 

of Egypt. 

see Melik Mu^iafifer Seyfu'd-Din 

Bey-Bars Jashnlkir, Sultan of Egypt 

Beydakha, ii, 272. 
Beydera, ii, 24. 
Beylaqan, i, 279. 
Beyt-'Abid, ii, 97. 

*Atd', i, 141. 
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Be3rt-Ber£m, i, 292. 

*En*um, castle of, i, 163, 218, 219, 

306. 

'Erdem, i, 165. 

Huseyn, i, 310 ; ii, 68, 97, 230. 

'Izr, i, 95. 

Khabbid, i, 178, 179, 293. 

Na'ima, i, 114. 

Redm, i, iii, 292, 301. 

Shu 'ay b, i, 227. 

Beytul-Faqflii^bni 'Ujeyl, i, 222; ii, 14, 

87, 113, 226. 

Mudewwer, ii, 100. 

*Uqq4r, ii, 226, 227. 

Beytu*t-Tihim, i, 178, 293. 
Bilqfs, i, 52, 240, 250. 
Bintu-'Atif, ii, 56. 

Hawza, i, 95, 118, 120, 123, 124, 

131, 139, 218. 

W4thiq, ii, 43. 



Bi'r 'Adam, ii, 6a 

*Aliyy, ii, 57. 

Birash of Baqiriyy, i, 165. 

of Ma'dziba, i, 223. 

of Sa'da, i, 145, 171, 172. 

of San*4', i, 95, 96, 132, 134, 138, 

141. 153. 156, 157, 208, 218, 288. 
Birds of the chase, ii, 176. 
Birk, i, 95, 119, 274, 278. 
Birrft, ii, 98. 

Birth, monstrous, ii, 63, 194. 
Birth-room of palace, Zebid, i, 283. 
Bishr, Dhehdbiyy, ii, 7. 
Black Mountain, i, 186. 
Black Stone of the Temple of Mekka, i, 1 10. 
** Blasphemers " ; see Zeydiyya sect. 
Blindness, miraculous cure of, ii, 263. 
Bloodwit, i, 224 ; ii, 192. 
Bone-setter; see Shihibu'd-Din 'Ahmed 

b. 'Ebu-Bekr. 
Bootmaker, ii, 269. 
Bostra, i, 59. 
Braidmaker, ii, 266. 
Brocade House, garden of the, ii, 120. 
Brocades, Chinese, i, 89, 279. 



Buhturiyy camels, i, 136. 
Bukhariyy, i, 319 ; ii, 170, 274. 
Bukhl, ii, 261. 
Bukur, i, 96, 284. 

lord oi, ii, 202. 

Bun ; erroneous for Bewn, q.y. 
Bunduqiyy, i, 99. 

BurhinuM . Din 'Ibrdhim b. 'Ahmed 
Tihimiyy, ii, 205. 

Ibr&him b. *Umer, Mahalliyy, 

Kirimiyy, ii, 175, 253. 

'Ibrdhfm b. Yusuf, Jellid, ii, 115. 

Burner, the, '£1-Muharriq, i, 60, 69. 
Burullus, castle of, i, 163. 
Bu§aybis, ii, i6. 
Bustanu'r-Riha, ii, 76, 198, 241. 

Mosque, ii, 189. 

Button-weight (of Egypt), ii, 276. 
Buytit-Beni-WehbAn, ii, 97. 
Bdz, house of, ii, 24. 

son of; see 'Esedu'd-Din Muh. b. 

Hasan b. Biiz. 
son of, the traitor, ii, 220. 



Cairo, i, 273 ; ii, 74, 77, 231. 
Cairo-made vesseb, ii, 208. 
Calf with two heads, i, 139. 
Calicut, ii, 216-219. 

lord of, ii, 120. 

Cambay, lord of, ii, 118. 
Cameleopard, ii, 171. 
Camel-Slaughterers, House of the, ii, 226. 
Camphor, i, 279. 

Caravan of Pilgrims ; see Pilgrim Caravan. 
"Castle of the Head," ii, 151. 
Catapult, i, 195 ; ii, 252. 
Catechu, i, 279. 

Cathedral mosque between Hays and 
Selima, ii, 287. 

mosque of Feshal, ii, 204. 

mosque of Jened, i, 99. 

mosque of Mimldh, ii, 178, 179, 287. 

mosque of Qawz, ii, 176. 

mosque of San'A*, i, 261, 
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Cathedral mosque of Thu*b4t, ii, 49. 

mosque of *Udeyna, Ta*izz, ii, 197, 

286, 287. 

mosque of Zebid, ii, 22, 125, 188, 



199, 204, 230, 259, 265, 276, 283. 
Caucasus, Mount, li, 66. 
Ceylon, lord of, ii, 266. 
Chamberlain, ii, 54. 
Chancery, Lord of the State, ii, 38, 45. 
" Chase, Book of the,*'by *Ebu Firas, i, 320. 
Chest for revenue of date-groves, ii, 260, 

262, 275, 283. 
Chief-Justiceship, ii, 191. 
China, i, 274. 
circumcision in, i, 235. 

lords of, i, 193, 198, 235. 

Cinnamon, ii, 207. 
Circumcision in China, i, 235. 

of princes, ii, 115, 207-210,212. 

Citron, ii, 207. 

Civet, ii, 207. 

Cloves, i, 279. 

Coastland ; see Tihima. 

Coats of mail, ii, 226, 249. 

Cock devoured by locusts, ii, 284. 

Coinage of Melik *Eshref I, i, 235. 

of Melik *Eshref II, ii, 169. 

of Melik Mansiir I, i, 97. 

of Melik Man^ur II, i, 235. 

of Melik Mudhaffer at SaMa, i, 212. 

of Melik Mu'e)^ed, i, 235. 

of Melik Mujihid, being the new 

Riydhiyy dirhem, ii, 52, 57. 

of Melik Wathiq, i, 235. 

of the usurper Nuru'd-DfnMuhammed 

b. Mika'il, ii, 102. 
Coins of good weight selected for hoarding, 

i, 213. 
College, 'Afdaliyya, Mekka, ii, 140. 

*Afdaliyya, Ta*izz, ii, 15, 115, 140. 

^Afifiyya, ii, 188. 

of the 'Atd-Bek, Dhii-Huzeym, 

Ta*izz, i, 118. 

of Bedr the Mudhafferite, Zebfd, i. 



232. 



College of the Benii Khadir, Hibal, i, 135. 

in Dhafar Castle ; see Ghurabi)rya 

College. 

Dhu Huzeym, i, 172. 

Dhu Jibla, i, 172. 

'Esediyya, Habbaliyya, Ta*izz, i, 313. 

'Esediyya, 'Ibb, i, 189. 

*Eshrefiyya I, Ta'izz, i, 247. 

'Eshrefiyya II, 'Udeyna, Ta*izz, ii, 

27, 286, 287. 

Ferhaniyya, Zebid, ii, 189. 

Hanefiyya, Zebid, i, 119; ii, 188. 

Hekkariyya, Zebid, ii, 189. 

of the hunter ('Es-Sayy4d), ii, 188. 

Jellddiyya, Zebid, ii, 154. 

Mansuriyya, Zebid, i, 119 ; ii, 188. 

of Melik Mansur, Mekka, i, 118. 

Mensikiyya, i, 119. 

Mfkd'iliyya, ii, 188. 

Mu*attibiyya, Ta*izz, ii, 224- 

Mudhafferiyya, Dhafar of the Habu- 

dite, i, 232. 

Mudhafferiyya, Ta*izz, i, 231 ; ii, 13. 

Mu'eyyedijrya, Makhdrib, i, 303. 

Mu'eyyediyya, Ta*izz, i, 273, 303, 318. 

Mujihidiyya, Mekka, ii, 55, 58. 

Mujahidiyya, Palace of Justice, TaHzz, 



ii, 208. 

— Mujahidi3rya, Ta*izz, ii, 15, 48, 72. 

— of Nebila, called 'Eshrefiyya, Zebid, 



i, 315 ; ii, 222. 

— of Nebila, Ta*izz, i, 315. 

— Nidh4mi)^a, at Dhii-Jibla, i, 172. 

— Nidh4mi3rya, at Wahs, Bahrdna, i, 



172. 
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Nidhamiyya, Zebid, i, 172; ii, 188. 
Qurtub, ii, 188. 

Salahi3rya, at Muselleb, ii, loi. 
Salahiyya, at Selama, ii, loi. 
Salihiyya, Zebfd, ii, 1 01, 189. 
Shdfi*iyya, Zebid, i, 1 19. 
Shemsiyya, Dhii *Udeyna Ta*izz, i, 

> « 

Shemsiyya, Zebid, i, 244 ; ii, 189. 
of the Shubariq Gate, Zebid, i, 319. 
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College, Tureyba, ii, 188. 

of the Two G)lumns, Zebid, ii, 269. 

Wdthiqiyya, Zebfd, ii, 19. 

of Ydqiit at Mansiira of Dumluwa, 

i, 218. 

Colleges, Three, of Bedr Mudhafferiyy, 

Zebid, i, 232. 
Commander of the Believers, standard of, 

ii, 226. 
Commutation-tax for cotton, ii, 150. 
Concubines, ii, 241. 
Confectioners, ii, 208. 
Conflagration ; see Fire. 
Convent, ii, 188, 189. 
Conventicle ; see Convent. 
Coral reefe, ii, 83. 
Com, high price for ; see Wheat and com. 

measure, ii, 159, 276, 

Comer pilaster, stone of the, at Mekka, 

i, 176. 
Corpse found, ancient, ii, 262, 263. 
Cotton, commutation-tax for, ii, 150. 
Course (of running) ; see Sa'y. 
Covered way, i, 201. 

Cow gives birth to a two-headed calf, i, 139. 
Crossbow-bolts ; see Nushshab. 
Crossbowmen, ii, 181. 
Crouching-places for camels, ii, 125. 
** Crowns,** author of the, i, 53, 65, 66. 
Cubical House, Mekka, i, 171, 302 ; ii, 

140, 279. 
Cupola, Qatini3rya, ii, 188. 
Curtain of Cubical House, Mekka, i, 98, 

no, 137, 159, 179. 
Customs-dues, i, 109, 1 14 ; ii, 148, 233. 
Cutting in two, ii, 130, 261. 

off hand, ii, 94, 

off hand and foot, ii, 275. 

Cymbals and cymbalists, ii, 187, 209. 



Dahi, ii, 128, 156, 227, 229. 

Mu§abbcr, ii, 153. 

Dahla, i, 288. 
Di'ir, i, 1 14. 



Da*is, i, 248, 252, 272. 

Dakhsa, i, 200, 215. 

Dam of Me'rib, i, 51-56. 

of Sultan Mujahid broken down, 

ii, 284. 
Damascus, i, 59, 88, 219, 289, 302, 312 ; 

ii, 232. 
Dammatites, ii, 96. 
Dancing derwishes, ii, 221. 

women, ii, 212. 

Dark -flowering bean ; see Bean. 
Daru'dh-Dheheb, Zebfd, ii, 243. 
Ddru*l-*Adl, Ta*izz, ii, 200. 

'Eman, Tsi'izz, ii, 153. 

Wa*d, Ta*izz, ii, 206, 244, 245, 286. 

Daru'n-Nasr, Ta*irz, ii, 233. 

Nasr, Thu'bat, ii, 169, 172, 209. 

— ^ Na§r, Upper Qawz, Zebid, ii, 145, 

213, 223, 225, 230. 
Ddru's-Sa*ida, Jubeyl, Ta'izz, i, 130. 
Selam palace, Jubla, ii, 80, 183-185, 

250, 251. 

Sultaniyy, Zebid, ii, 269. 

Sunir, Zebid, ii, 230, 268, 275, 285. 



Daru*sh-Shefi*, Lower Qawz, Zebid, ii, 

152. 

Shejira, near Ta*izz, i, 317 ; ii, 4. 

Shemsiyy, Princess, i, 123, 124, 139, 

240, 243, 244. 
Shukhin, Nakhl, Zebfd, ii, 254. 



Date-gardens, etc., j/f Nakhl. 
Date-palms, enumeration of, ii, 143* 205, 
274, 

village of, i, 264. 

Dawi, i, 182. 

Dawud b. *Abdi'llah b. Hamza, i, ii?. 

b. * Ahmed b. Qdsim, i, 270. 

b. Hasan b. 'Aliyy, *El.'Enif, ii, 154. 

b. 'el-Imam ; see Sarimu*d-Din 

Dawud. 

b. *Izzi*d-Din, i, 277. 

b. Jemali'd-Din 'Abdi'lUh, i, 294. 

b. Melik *Afdal, ii, 141. 

b. Muh. b. Diwiid, etc., ii, 155. 

b. Muh. b. *Idris, etc., ii, 168. 
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Dawud b. Musi, i, 306. 

b. Mutahher, son of, ii, 269. 

b. Qasim b. Hamza, ii, 4, 17, 21. 

b. Rizam, ii, 98. 

b. *Umer b. Suheyl, ii, 34. 

b. Yusuf; see Melik Mu'eyycd 

Dawud. 

the Hubeyshite ; see *Aliyy b. Diwud, 

Hubeyshiyy ; *Ebu'l-Qasim b. Dawtid ; 

and 'Idris b. *Aliyy b. Dawud. 
Day (of battle) of the Arabians, i, 320; 

ii, 18. 
"Day of the Passes," battle called, i, 112. 
** Day-dawn of the Canton '* (name of a 

stallion), ii, 256. 
Dearth ; see Scarcity. 
Death by house fall, i, 202, 211 ; ii, 64. 
from lightning, ii, 170, 236, 257. 

from Semum wind, ii, 269. 

Dehis, ii, 126. 

Dehlek, ii, 161, 171. 

Delhi, ii, 217, 255. 

Deman, i, i65« 

Derb, i, 215. 

Derej, ii, 189. 

Derwan ; see Dherwan. 

Derwish convent, ii, 188, 189. 

Derwishes, dancing, ii, 221 ; tattered 

order of the, ii, 80. 
Dethina, i, 167, 169. 
Deyr Dakhm, i, 69. 

'Eyyiib, i, 68. 

Hali, i, 68. 

Hennada, i, 68. 

Deyru'n-Nubuwwa, i, 69. 
Dhafar, passim, 

lord of, ii, 258. 

of the Habudite, i, 191, 225, 232, 

233*299; ii, 117,272. 

of the Sherifs, i, 155, 266, 294. 

of Yemen, i, ill. 

of Zeyd, on the Peak of *Anter, 

i, 179. 
Dhafarite ('Edh-Dhafariyy), i, 318. 

Dhafer, i, 156, 157, 298. 



Dhafer Khin, of India, ii, 255. 

of Ibnu-WchhAs Safiyyu'd-Din in 

Hajja, i, 301. 

Dh^iir, Lower and Upper Country of, i, 
I4S, 146, 148, 166, 173, 200, 201, 204, 
205, 216, 223-225, 256, 257, 265, 294 ; 
ii, 12, 13. 

b. Mansiir; see Melik Dhahir 

*Esedu'd-Din b. Mansiir. 

b. Melik Eshref II, ii, 271. 

Dhahira, i, 290. 

Dhahr, i, 115, 116, 163. 

Dhahrdn, i, 287. 

Dhakhir, Mount, ii, 43. 

Dhalima, i, 294, 301. 

Dhebi*ih clan, ii, 227. 

Dhehiib, i, 219. 

Dhemdr, i, 78, ill, 112, 116, 132, 138, 
139. 153, 177, 178, 180, 182, 183, 185, 
188, 218, 241, 25s, 264, 281, 291-293, 
301. 305. 306 ; ii, 24, 39, 55, 137, 184, 
185, 193- 

Dhemiriyy, Judge Muhammed, i, 264, 
271. 

Dhemermer, i, 82, 95, loi, ill, 154, 163, 

164; ii, 169. 
Dhend'ib, i, 166. 
Dhenebin, i, 150. 
Dherwin and Derwan, i, 81, 82, 144, 215, 

223, 294, 298 ; ii, 244. 
Dheyfan, Hi?n ; see Hi$n-Dhffan. 
Dhirwa, i, 178, 200, 216. 
Dhu'al, i, 126 ; ii, 92. 
Dhubhin, i, 108. 
Dhii-Bujddn, i, 106. 
Huzeym, i, 172; ii, 11. 

'Ins, i, 47. 

Jibla, i, 172, 175 ; ii, 55. 

*Udeyna, i, 231, 244. 

*Uqayb, i, 219; ii, 5. 

DhiiU-Haresa, ii, 200. 

Qameyn, i, 51, 169. 

Dhura millet, ii, 276. 
Dhu sh-Shurufdt, i, 188. 
Die-smker, li, 264. 
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DihU;i^ Delhi 

Pila', i, 284. 

DinAr (a slave) killed, ii, 214. 

Piras, i, 272. 

Disease ; see Epidemics. 

Divorce of a Jewess, ii, 234. 

Diwidir, son of the ; see 'Umer b. Diwidir. 

Piyi% the Sherlf, i, 115. 

Dogs ; see Hunting dogs. 

Domesday Records, ii, 151. 

I^i^cams, i, 53, 160, 190, 214, 220; ii, 

136, 200, 201. 
Drowning, as a punishment, ii, 30, 39, 56, 

66,67. 
Drums; j«f Kettledrums. 
Dukhn millet, ii, 276. 
Dumejrni, ii, lo. 
Dumluwa, i, 108, 1 18, 130, 139, 140, 211, 

219, 241, 243, 252, 264 ; ii, 4, S» 7. 9. 

10, 12, IS, 18, 28, 36, 38, 39, 42, 43, 

77, 119, 190, 245. 
Dummela, ii, 257. 
Durraj, i, 130. 
Dutheyna ; see Dethina. 
Duweyra, ii, 227. 



Earl-Marshal ; see Marshal of the Forces. 
Earthquake shocks, i, 154 ; ii, 170, 238, 

280, 281. 
East garden, 2^bid, ii, 123, 126. 
'Ebdn's Mosque, 'Aden, i, 214. 
'Eblaq, Mount, i, 51, 52. 
'Ebraq, i, 145. 
Tbreha, i, 48. 
HEbtah, i, 96. 
'Ebii 'Abdi'lUh Muhammed b. 'Aliyy b. 

'Ebil Qisim Muh. b. 'Abdi'll&h b. 

'Idris, *Esh-Shifi'iyy, i, 122, 190, 205, 

206,207,232, 273; ii, 179. 

'Abdi'lUh Muh. b. 'Urner, i, 174. 

'Abdi'llah Muh. Me'ribiyy, i, 105, 

106. 
'Aiiyy Yahyi b, 'IbrAhfan b. 

Mi'akk, i, I75-I77. 



Ebu-Bekr, '£s-Siddiq, ii, 200, 201. 

Bekr *AdU b. Melik 'Eshref I ; set 

Melik Salahu'd-Dfn 'Ebii Bekr 'Adil. 
Bekr b. 'Ahmed b. 'Abdil-WAhid ; 



see Radiyyu*d-Dfn 'Ebu-Bekr b. 'Ahmed 
b. 'Abdi'l-Wahid. 

— Bekr k *Ahmed b. *Aliyy, the 
Qd'id ; see Qi'id. 

— Bekr b. 'Ammir, i, 203. 

— Bekr b. Deber, ii, 88. 

— Bekr b. Demirdishiyy, ii, 154. 

— Bekr b. 'Esedi'd-Din, i, 190. 

— Bekr b. Ghurib, Qureyshiyy, ii, 90^ 
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— Bekr b. Hamza, ii, 33. 

— Bekrb. 'Isr4U ii, 31. 

— Bekr b. Jibrfl, ii, 4a 

— Bekr b. Khattdb, i, 175, 177. 

— Bekr b. Mu'awwada, Seyriyy, ii, 80- 
82, 134, 140. 

— Bekr b. Muh. b. 'Umer, Yahyawiyy, 



i, 240, 248-251, 294, 304, 313; ii, 36. 
- — Bekr b. Seba*, ii, 174. 

— Bekr b. Suleymdn, Wa^ibiyy, ii, 238. 

— Bekr (b. Sunbuliyy), ii, 89. 

— Bekr b. Ya'qiib, Qimiriyy, ii, 103. 

— Bekr b. Yusuf, Mekkiyy, i, 190. 

— BekrFd*izb.Mu^afrerb.Mu'eyyed, 



u>3- 



Bekr Mu'eyyed b. Melik 'Afdal, ii. 



141. 



Bekr, Qardfiyy, ii, 215. 
Bekr, Sel^liyy, ii, 221, 222. 
Bekr, Sirij b. Da**is, i, 108. 
Bekr, Wa§dbiyy, Mekkiyy, ii, 124, 



125. 



Firis, i, 320. 

Flriiz, i, 195. 

Haf? *Umer b. Sa*id, i, 211, 212. 

Hanifa, the ImAm, i, 190. 

Hanifa, school of, ii, loi, 154, 179, 



259. 



H^im b. Safiyyi'd-Din, i, 115. 
Hedbi', ii, 216. 
Hujr, i, 212. 
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Ebii 'Ishiq, i, 319. 

Jebela b. *Amr, i, 65. 

Kurz, i, 71. 

Mahmiid of Dhafar of the Habiidite, 

ii, 117. 

Merathid, i, 51. 

Muh. Hasan b. Wehhas, i, 151, 210. 

Mudhaffer Sibt b. Jewziyy, i, 89. 

Numeyy b. 'Ebi-Sa'd b. *Aliyy b. 



Qatada, i, 146, 158, 268, 269. 

— Sa*d b. *Aliyy b. Qatida, Sherif of 
Mekka, i, 97, no, 114, 144, 173. 

— Shemakh, i, 194. 

— Shemir, i, 60. 

— Shemir the Less, i, 63. 

— Sultan, Sherff, i, 270, 271, 275. 

— 'Uiner, i, 159. 



Ebun-*A*azz, i, 205. 

*Abbas 'Ahmed b. Muh. theTaberite, 

h 319. 
*Abb4s 'Ahmed b. Miisd b. 'Aliyy 



b. *Umerb. *Ujeyl, i, 221, 222, 223. 

— 'Abbas 'Ahmed b. Zeyd, Sbawiri)ry, 

", I95» 196. 

— Fadd'ih, ii, 207. 



Fada'il, Hedewiyy, ii, 205. 

Ghayth b. *Ebf-Numeyy, i, 269, 280, 

302, 307, 309- 

Ghayth b. Jemil, i, 124, 140, 141. 

Hasan 'Ahmed b. Q4sim, i, 152, 153. 

Hasan *Aliyy b. 'Ibrahim b. Muh. 



b. Huseyn, Bejliyy, i, 309, 310, 311, 

314. 

— Hasan *Aliyy b. Muh., Nashiriyy, 
ii, 194. 

— Hasan *Aliyy b. Muh. b. Hujr b. 
'Ahmed b. *Aliyy b. Hujr, 'Ezdiyy, i, 
212-215. 

— Hasan *Aliyy b. *Umer b. 'Ismd^l, 



i, 254. 

— Hasan Hamza b. Hasan, 'Isfahaniyy, 
i, 66. 

— Jened, i, 301. 

— Khattab *Umer b. 'Abdi'r- Rahman 
b. Hasan, of Jerusalem, i, 219. 



Ebda-Mahasin 'Abdul-Baqi b. 'Abdil- 
Mejid, i, 312. 

Qasim, the Pounder, ii, 204. 

Qasim b. Dawdd, Hubeyshi)^, ii, 



252. 



Qisim b. *Umer b. Mu'aybid, ii, 

237. 

Qasim 'Isma*il b. *Ibad, Intimate, 

ii, 224. 
Ebu't-Jayyib 'Ahmed b. Huseyn, 'El- 

Mutenebbi', i, 283 ; ii, 100, 234, 249. 
Ebu'z-Zewn, ii, 243. 
'Ebyad ; st^e Nakhl-'Ebyad. 
'Ebyat- Huseyn, ii, 68, 178. 
'Ebyen, i, 130, 137, 237, 238, 272, 278, 

280, 281 ; ii, 12, 43, 77, 104, 135, I79f 

191, 234, 23s, 242, 270. 
Eclipse of the moon, i, 256. 

of the sun, ii, 195, 270. 

Ecstasy, ii, 221, 222. 
'Edhwi, i, 168. 

Egypt* h 75. 81, 87. 88, 93, 150, i73» 234. 
273, 274, 278, 280, 282, 285, 286, 289, 
297» 307, 309. 3»4, 316; ii, 27, 32, 35, 
58, 59, 70, 77, 83, 103, 117, 118, 133, 
13s, 171, 231, 253, 278. 

lord of, ii, 267. 

Egyptian forces, ii, 29. 

'Ehmiil tribe, ii, 41, 194, 255, 265. 

'Ehniim tribe, i, 297. 

(Mount), i, 297. 

'Ehwab, Sea of, i, 256, 288 ; ii, 133. 

'Ehyef ; sef 'Eminu'd-Din »Ehyef. 

'Ejna, i, 284. 

'Ekasira, i, 66. 

'El-'A^shd, i, 56. 

'El-Beyda', i, 159. 

'El-'Eblaqqu'l-Ferd, i, 143. 

'El-'Ekemetu'l-Hamra', i, 225. 

'El-Jami*, name of a book, i, 233. 

'El-Jellad, i, 115, 118, 122, 154. 

'El-Kafi, composition of 'Ebii *Aliyy 
Yahyd, i, 175. 

*E1-Kamil, composition of 'Ebu *Aliyy 
Yahya, i, I75- 
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'El-Mdjilin, i, 225. 

'El-Wddia-Hirr, i, 255. 

'El-Wafi, composition of 'Ebii 'Aliyy 

Yahyi, i, 175. 
£11, the Muc^afTeriyy or 'Afdaliyy, i, 120. 
Emeralds, i, 316. 
*Eminu'd-Din 'Ehyef, ii, 42, 69, 71-73, 

77, 126-128, 131, 136, 150, 155, 162, 

178. 
Enclosure of Lebiq, i, 302 ; ii, 25, 57, 61 ; 

see also under Bustinu*r-Riha. 
'Enif, the son of; see Fakhru*d-Din 

'Abdullah b. 'Aliyy b. Muh. 'El- 

'Enif. 
Epidemics, ii, 74, 171. 
'Erbab, i, 261; ii, 69, 71, 147, 170, 205. 
'Erdem, the 'Emir, i, 180. 
*Er-Demir; see Shemsu*d-Din *Er-Demir. 

CoUege, Zebfd, i, 188. 

'Erqam b. Tha*leba b. *Amr b. Jefha, 

i, 61. 
'Erydb; j^'Erbab. 
*Ery4t, i, 48. 

'Es'ad, the Sherif, i, 221. 
'Esiwida, i, 306. 
*Es4wiyy, ii, ii. 
'Esed b. Salih, ii, 34, 40. 

son of; see Bedru*d-Din Hasan b. 

'Esed. 

'Esediyya College, Ta*irz, i, 313. 

slave-guards, i, 182, 185, 204. 

'Esedu'd-Dfn Muh. b. 'Ahmed b. *IziuM- 

Din, i, 257, 277, 306. 

Muh. b. Bedri*d - Din Hasan b. 

*Aliyy b. Resiil, i, 95, 96, 102, iii- 
113, 115-117, 121, 124, 127, 131-1341 
138, I4i-i45» 153-157, 189, 190, 201, 
202 ; ii, 19. 

Muh. b. Hasan b. Biiz, i, 170, 278, 

282, 296, 301, 305, 306 ; ii, 25. 

Muh. b. Suleyman b. Miisa, i, 153. 

Muh. b. Wathiq 'Ibrdhim b. Yusuf 

b. *Umer b. *Aliyy b. Resul, ii, 64. 

'Esedua-'IsUm Muh. b. Melik Mes'iid 
Hasan, i, 253, 255. 



*Esh*ariyy, the, i, 61. 

'Esh'ariyya (tribe), the, i, 67, 191 ; ii, 78, 

82, 83, 86, 87, 182, 183, 204, 229, 237, 

266. 

(tribe) Mosque, Zebid, ii, 259. 

'Eshqar, slave of 'Esedu'd-Din, i, 155. 
'Eshref I, the Less ; see Melik 'Eshref 

Mumeyyidu'd-Dfn *Umer b. Yusuf b. 
*Umer b. *AUyy b. Resul. 

II, the Great; see Melik 'Eshref 

'Ism4*fl b. 'Abbds b. 'Aliyy b. Dawud 
b. Yusuf b. *Umer b. 'Aliyy b. Res61. 

(Prince) ; see MeHk 'Eshref b. Melik 

*Adil. 

- (Prince) ; see Melik 'Eshref b. Melik 
Wdthiq. 

'Eshrefiyy coinage ; see Coinage. 
'Eshrefiyya Cathedral, Mimlah, ii, 178. 

College (so called), built by the 

lady of Dumluwa, Princess Nebfla, in 
Zebid; see College of Nebfla, called 
'Eshrefiyya. 

College, Ta'izz ; see College, 

'Eshrefiyya I, Ta'izz. 

College, 'Udeyna, Ta'izz ; j/^ College, 



'Elshrefiyya II, *Udeyna, TaHzz. 

Mosque, Mimlah, Zebid, ii, 171. 

'Esh-Sham tribe, i, 297. 

'Esh*ub (tribe), i, 254; ii, 9, 42-44, 74. 

'Eshyah, i, 153, 258. 

'Esnad, i, loi. 

Es-Sakharit rocks, 'Arafit, Mekka, i, 158. 

'Etweh (a horse's name), ii, 187. 

'EwUdul-Hasaneyn, i, 90. 

'Ews, i, 54, 57. 

'Ewshej, ii, 213, 222. 

Excise master, ii, 197. 

'Eyhem b. 'Eyhem b. Harith, i, 66. 

b. 'Eyhem b. Jebela b. Hdrith b. 

'Ebf-Jebela, i, 66. 

b. Harith the Halter, i, 65, 69. 

b. Jebela, i, 64, 70, 71. 

'Eyla, i, 63. 

'Eyyiibb. Yusuf; j^^ Melik Manfur'Eyyub 
b. Yusuf. 
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'Eyydb b. Yusuf, the sons of the House of, 

in Egypt, i, 75, 85. 
'Eyyubite, *E3ryubiyy, i, 91. 
'Ezd b. Ghawth, i, 49, 57. 
of 'Umin, i, 58. 



Fadl (Bermekiyy), ii, 148. 

b. Harrdziyy, ii, 74. 

b. Man^ur, i. 292. 

Fd'iq pavilion, ii, 62. 

Fa*iz; see 'Abdu'r-Rahman Fi'iz b. 

Melik'Eshrefll. 
Fakhirthe eunuch's mosque, Zebfd, ii, 188. 
Fakhr b. Radiyy, ii, 39. 
Fakhra, i, 215. 
Fakhriyya ; see Qahriyya. 
Fakhni'd-Dfn 'Abdu'llih b. 'Aliyy b. 

Muhammed, *El-'Enif, ii, 169, 214. 

'Abdu'lldh b. *Idris b. Muh. b. 

'Idrfs b. *Aliyy b. *Abdi*114h b. Hasan 
b. Hamza, ii, 210, 267, 280. 

*Abdu'll4h b. Yahya b. Hamza, i, 

165. 

Bek-Temir, QalUb, i, 165, 166. 

b. Finiz, i, 205. 

*Ebu-Bekr, Ghazzdliyy, ii, 208. 

'Ebii-Bekr b. Bahddir 'Adeniyy, ii, 

240, 285. 

'Ebu-Bekr b. Bahddir Shems, 

'Eshrefiyy, ii, 179. 187. 

*Ebu-Bekr b. Bahddir Sunbuliyy, ii, 

129, 130, I47f I49» 160, 170, 172, 188, 
193, 214, 220, 238, 239, 270, 271. 

'Ebii-Bekr b. Biiz, ii, 122. 

'Ebu-Bekr b. Hasan b. *Aliyy b. 



Resul, i, 76, 87, 123-129, 134. 13s, 201. 

— *Ebu-Bekr b. Mufaddal, Kharriziyy, 

ii, 130- 

— Rdziyy, i, 234. 

— son of the Sheykh of Sheykhs, i, 97. 

— the Flayer, i, no, 113. 

— Ziydd b. *Ahmed, Kimiliyy, ii, 70, 
113, 115, 117, 122, 128, 129, 131-134. 



Falconry, i, 309, 320. 

Fall of a house or houses, i, 202, 211 ; ii, 

64, 165. 
Fall of parts of mountains, ii, 280. 
Falling star ; see Meteor. 
Famine; j^^ Scarcity. 
Fdris b. 'Ebf-Ma'ili, i, 194. 

the slave-guardsman, i, 241, 242 

Farmer-General of Revenues, ii, 253. 
Fa§s, the Greater, i, 165. 

the Lesser, i, 165. 

Fast of Ramadin, passim. 
Fdtima, daughter of, ii, 203. 

Fatiniyy fountain, Siham Gate, Zebid, 

ii, 188. 
Fdza, i, 288 ; ii^ 200. 
Feast of Circumcision ; see Circumcisioii of 

princes. 
Fecundation of date-palms, ii, 15a 
Fedawiyya ; see Assassin sect. 
Fehd b. Hdtim, i, 209, 227. 
Felela, i, 172, 271, 279, 312. 
Ferhiniyya College, Zebfd, ii, 189. 

fountain, Zebfd, ii, 189. 

Feshal, i, 123, 222, 301 ; ii, 23, 31, 60, 
6i, 76, 78, 82, 83, 85-88, 105, 118, 130, 

146, 154, 163, 192, I93» 199. 229. 237, 

242, 260, 269, 280, 282, 283. 

fountain at, ii, 188. 

Festival of Cessation of Fast, i, 260, 288 ; 

ii, 68, 162, 191, 206, 244, 256. 

of Sacrifices, i, 147, 229, 263, 267, 

282, 294; ii, 17, 36, 37, 43, 75, 143, 
187, 192, 199, 211, 237, 249, 276. 

- of Victims, ii, 144, 145. 
FethuM-Din *Umer b. Muh. Khatbd', u, 

71, 73, 76, 77. 
Feudal lieutenant, the (Za'im), ii, ii, 37, 

43-46. 
Fever, ii, 36. 
Fewiriz, ii, 148. 
Fewfela Mosque, Zebfd, ii, 259. 
Filberts, ii, 210. 
Filigree-work, ii, 208. 
Fires, ii, 24, 146, 150, 165, 167, 170, 172, 
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174, 180, 192, 202, 2i6y 258-260, 269, 

280, 282, 285. 
Fink, 'Emir, i, 118, 157. 

SMh (of India), ii, 255. 

Ffruzdbddiyy ; see Mejdu'd-Dfn Muh. b. 

Ya'qub, Shiriziyy, etc. 
Flood ; see Rain. 
Flooding (in war), ii, 193. 
Foreigner, the son of the, ii, 105. 
Forged handwriting, ii, 51. 
Fountains, various, ii, 188, 189. 
Four orthodox schools of Islim ; see IsUm. 
Franks in Egypt, the, i, 234. 
Fuleyt the 'Ata-Bek, i, 80. 
Furey'a, son of, i, 64. 
Furs (the Persians), ii, 182, 204> 227. 



Gabriel, i, 99, 103, 104. 

Garden, Eastern, Zebid, ii, 123, 126. 

Jehmeliyya, ii, 62. 

Man^driyya, ii, ii. 

Mujelliyya, ii, 73. 

of the broad level watercourse; see 

BustAnu*r-Raha. 

of the Brocade Storehouse, ii, 120. 

of the Sultan, ii, 127. 

of Upper Sirydqiis, ii, 287. 



Gate ; see Bdbu. 

Gatekeepers, ii, 104. 

Gates of Thu*b4t, ii, 48, 209. 

of Zebfd, eight in number, ii, 56, 

Genii, ii, 201. 
Ghibe3m, i, 115. 
Ghd'ira, i, 116. 

pass, i, 134, 185. 

Ghallib, i, 215. 

son of, i, 305. 

Ghinim b. Rijih, i, 146. 

Ghanmite, son of the, ii, 42. 

Ghanni', a bondmaid, ii, 63. 

Ghardniq, i, 166. 

Ghassan, princes of, i, 45, 49, 59-74- 

Ghawth, i, 67. 

Ghazi b. Jibrd'fl, i, 171. 



Ghdzi b. Muhammed, Zebidiyy, ii, 262. 

b. Yiinus, i, 207, 208, 

Ghazziliin, ii, 87. 

Ghiyath b. Buz, ii, 15, 19, 23, 28, 29. 

b. Sheybdniyy, ii, 10. 

b. Sininiyy, ii, 45-48. 

Ghiydthu'd-Din 'fs4 b. Muh. b. Hassdn, 

ii, 174, 175, 213. 
Ghumddn, i, 141. 
Ghurdb, i, 118. 

Wakin, i, 165. 

Ghurdbiyya College, Ta'izz, i, 118, i8a 
Ghusiin mosque, Zebid, ii, 189. 
Ghuzz horsemen, ii, 262. 

Kurds, i, 87, 215, 229, 276 ; ii, 34, 

69, 82, 123, 214. 

militia, ii, 212, 273. 

princes, i, 160. 



Ginger, i, 279. 

Giraffes, i, 279. 

Goeje, M. J. de, ii, 291, 292. 

Golden eagles, i, 198. 

Gold-founder, ii, 208. 

Grave of a woman, remarkable occurrence 

at, ii, 271. 
Guards ; see Bahriyya slaves. 



Habb, i, 95, 131, 132, 139, 160 ; ii, 48. 

HabbAliyy, i, 189. 

Habsan, i, 209. 

Habshi*, ii, 238. 

Hadaqiyya castles, ii, 48. 

Hadda, i, 112, 113, 178, 267, 271, 293. 

H4di b. 'Irzu'd-Din, i, 306. 

Hidirfn, ii, 231. 

Hadis, tower at, ii, 190. 

Hadith, ii, 32, 189. 

Hadramawt, i, 154, 155, 192, 196, 198, 

199. 230. 
Hadur, district of, i, 159, 177. 

Mount, i, 113, 182, 227. 

people of, i, 113, 114, 138, 174. 

Hifetu'l-Wedn, u, 181. 
Hdfid, i, 293. 
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Hafir, i, 59, 69. 
Hailstorm, i, 241. 
Hajaru'l-Jerad, i, 113. 
Hajeba clan, ii, 239. 
Hdjiziyya, ii, 284. 

Hajja, i, 99, loi, 102, I5i-i53» 166, 223, 
253» 256, 287-289, 292, 297, 298, 301. 

Semd*iyya, *E1, mosque, Zebid, ii, 

188. 

Hajiin, Mount, Mekka, i, 158. 
Haleb ; see Aleppo. 

Halima, daughter of Harith the Halting, 
i, 62. 

the day (of battle), i, 62. 

Hall of audience, ii, 233. 

Halo round the sun, ii, 195, 205. 

Haly of the son of Ya*qub, i, 119, 307; 

ii, 57, 60, 17s, 176. 
Ham, race of, i, 46, 84. 
Hama, i, 163. 

Hamid b. 'Ahmed the jurist, i, 145. 
Hamra*, 1, 155. 
Hamza b. 'Enif, ii, 242. 

b. Hasan, of 'Isfahan, i, 56, 70, 72. 

b. Hasan b. Hamza, the Sherif; 

see *Alemu'd-Din Hamza b. Hasan b. 
Hamza. 

Hanajir, son of ; see Sarimu'd-Dm Dawud 

b. Miisa b. Hanajir. 
Hand and foot cut off on opposite sides of 

the body, as a punishment, ii, 275. 
Hand cut off, in punishment, ii, 94, 198, 

264. 
Handwriting ; see Forged handwriting. 
Hanefiyy school of orthodoxy, i, 122. 
Hanefiyya College, Zebi'd, i, 119; ii, 188. 
Haneka, ii, 160, 175, 206, 226, 262. 
Hangings ; see Curtain of Cubical House. 
Haql, i, 81, 88, 184. 
Haqlu Yahsib, i, 88. 
Harad, i, 253, 255, 277, 284, 293, 305 ; 

ii» 29, 35, 73, 88, 96, 102, III, 114-121, 

I3»» 137, 152, 154, 172, 178, 182, 185, 

186, 188, 193, 195, 220, 223, 228, 236, 

238, 267, 282. 



Haram, Mount, i, 291. 
Harda Coast, ii, 95, 264. 
Haretul-Jcbel, i, 227. 
Harid, i, loi. 
Harir, ii, 227. 
Harira, ii, 215. 

Harith (the Great) b. 'Amr b. Jefha, i, 60, 
62, 63, 65. 

b. 'Ebii-Jebela, i, 64. 

b. 'Ebu-Shemir, i, 63. 

b. Harith the Halting, i, 61, 6$. 

b. Hujr, i, 71. 

b. Jebela b. Harith b. Hujr 'Ebu- 



Shemir, i, 71. 

— b. Jebela the Less, i, 62, 64, 65. 

— b. Tha*leba b. Jefha, i, 63, 68. 

— 'Er-Ra'ish, i, 46, 48, 50, 97. 

— the Great; see Harith b. *Amr b. 
Jefna. 

— the Halting ; see Harith b. Tha'leba 
b. Jefna. 

— the Less ; see Hdrith b. Jebela. 
the Rd'ish ; see Harith, 'Er-R4'ish. 



Haritha b. *Amr b. 'Amir, 'Ebii-Khuza'a, 

i, 57. 

b. 'Imru ul - Qays, 'El-Ghitrlf, i, 

65. 

b. Tha*leba b. *Amr b. 'Amir, i, 57, 

58, 63. 

Hiriiniyy, 'En-Nakhlu*l, ii, 282. 

Hasa, ii, 44. 

Hasan (Fort), ii, 245. 

and Iluseyn ('El-Hasandn), sons <^ 

*Aliyy b. 'Ebi-Tilib, i, 90. 

b. Behila, ii, 87. 

b. Behrdm, i, 163. 

b. 'Ebi-Bekr, Sheybdniyy, i, 79. 

b. 'Ebf'l-Qasim, ii, 89, 9a 



b. 'Es'ad, i, 252 ; ii, 39. 

b. *Idris, Hamziyy, ii, 168. 

b. 'Imam, i, 1 52. 

b. 'lyis, i, 30s. 

b. Muh. b. Jahhif, i, 154. 

b. Musd b. Ba'lin, ii, 15. 

— b. Tammih b. Ndji, i> 296, 298. 
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Hasan b. Wehhas, the Hamzite, i, 134, 
144, 145, 148, 152-155, 172, 208. 

Mes'ud b. Melik Mudhaffer ; see 

Melik xMes'ud Hasan b. Yusiif b. *Umer 
b. *Aliyy b. Resiil. 
Hasanat torrent-bed of, i, 145. 
Hasb, i, loi. 
Hashem, i, 270. 
Hashib ; see Jeshib. 
Hdshid, i, 145. 
Hasira, i, 157. 
Hassan ; see Husamu'd-Din Hassin b. 

Thabit. 
Hastings, Warren, former owner of the 

MS., ii, 291. 
Haththatha mosque, Zebid, ii, 189. 
Hatim-Benu : see Benu-Hatim. 
Hatimiyy (the historian), i, 88, 90. 
Hawban, i, 212; ii, 29, 140. 
Hawran, i, 68, 273. 

Hawza, the daughter of; see^vaXyx Hawza. 
Hayder, i, 109. 

Hays, i, 79, 119, 135, 231, 232, 253; ii, 

13. ^1^ 23, 24, 26, 31, 34, 56, 62, 168, 

187, 194, 213, 214, 249, 258, 262, 270, 

273» 275, 285, 287. 

Hazza, i, 293 ; ii, 145, 237. 

Head, Castle of the ; see Castle of the 

Head. 
Hebib, i, 297. 
Hedes, Sheykh, i, 93. 
Hedhdhadh, i, 113, 153. 
Hejer, i, 145 ; ii, 43. 
Hekkdriyy; j^ 'Ibnu*l-Hekkariyy. 
Hekkdriyya college, Zebid, ii, 189. 
Hema*il ; see 'Ibnu Hemd'il. 
Hemdan, tribe of, i, 183, 184, 209, 292, 

306; ii, 19, 23, loi, 169. 
Herat, i, 234. 
Herema, ii, 223, 257. 
Heysamu*d-Din 'Ibrahim b. Muh. b. 
Wathiq b. Yusuf b. * Umer b. 'Aliyy b. 
Resul, ii, 257. 
" Heyy \ Heyy ! " batile-cry, i, 82, 83. 
Hezzan, i, 292, 296, 301, 305, 306 ; ii, 55. 
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Hiba b. Fadl, i, 138, 145, 157, 163. 

b. Fakhr, ii, 173. 

Hibal, i, 135. 

Hibr, i, 289, 301. 

Hides, raw, ii, 249. 

High prices ; see Scarcity. 

Hijaz, i, 96, 113, 118,274, 304; »i42, 
151, 176. 

Hijazite ; see 'Ibnu*I-Hijaziyy. 

Hilla, ii, 84. 

Hillatu*l-Mejiniba, ii, 35. 

Hills from volcanic smoke, ii, 285. 
Himyer b. Seba*, i, 45, 46, 51. 

the land of, i, 145, 157, 165, 257. 

the son of ; see * I bnu- Himyer. 

Himyeriyy Princes, i, 45, 48. 

— Princes of Ghassan, ii, 263. 
Hind, i, 62, 85. 
Hfra, i, 59, 63, 69. 

Princes of, i, 59. 

Hisn b. Muh. b. Jahhif, i, 154. 

Hisn-Dhifan, i, 212, 216. 

Hisnu'r-Re's ; see ** Castle of the Head." 

Holiday- making ; see Subut junketings. 

Hollow Country, Low ; see Jewf. 

Honey, ii, 207. 

Honoured House, the ; see Ka^ba. 

Horses dying of epidemic, ii, 92. 

Horses houghed, i, 209, 297. 

Hot Valley, the ; see 'El-Wadi'1-Harr. 

House, the Honoured ; see Ka*ba. 

House of Correction, ii, 175. 

Hul:)ajir ; see Sheref b. Hubajir. 

Hubaq b. Jeriyy, ii, 98. 

Hubeyb, ii, 35. 

Hubeyshite, the son of the ; see *Aliyy b. 

Dawiid, Hubeyshiyy. 
Ilubeyshiyy, 'El ; see Dawiid the Hubey- 
shite. 
Ilubsan, i, 200. 
Hudeyda, ii, 243. 
Hudheyl, i, 114. 
Ilufash, Mount, i, no. 
Hufays, the son of ; see 'Ibnu-Hufays. 
Hujr (locality), i, 160, 215. 
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Hujr b. Nu'min, i, 62, 71. 
Humim, son of, mosque of, Zebid, ii, 188. 
Humam b. *Aliyy b. Ghawwas, i, 194. 
Humamu'd-Din Suleyman b. Qasim,'Em{r, 

i, 221, 226, 227, 257, 293, 294. 
Humayda b. *Umer, ii, 130. 
Humeyda b. *Ebi-Numeyy, i, 269, 280, 

289, 297. 302, 307, 309- 
Ilumraniyy, i, 132; ii, 37, 39. 

Iluneysh, ii, 227. 

Hunting, i, 301 ; ii, 138, 213, 241, 258, 

273- 

dogs, ii, 176. 

Huqub, i, 267. 

Hure3m, ii, 173. 

Hurmuz, i, 313 ; ii, 217, 218. 

Hurthan, i, 268. 

Husam b. *Abdi'l-Ghani)7, ii, 74. 

b. Bedhliyy, i, 180. 

b. Fadl, i, 184. 

b. Mes'iid b. Tahir, i, 266. 

b. Tahir, ii, 43, 44. 

Tewri'ziyy, i, 198. 

HusamuM- Din Hassan b.'Es*ad *Imraniyy, 
i, 243, 245-247, 251 ; ii, 13. 

Hassan b. Thabit, i, 61, 63, 64, 70. 

Hatim b. *Aliyy, i, loi. 

*fsab. *Abdi'll&h b. Hclis, ii, 175. 

Ldjfn, ii, 60, 78, 82, 83. 

Lu'lu*, i, 91, 195. 

Husayr, the eunuch, ii, 31. 

Iluseyn b. *Abdi'lIah b. Man^ur, ii, 15. 

b. *Aliyy b. 'Ebi-T4lib, sons of ; see 

'Ewladu'l- Hasaneyn. 

b. Melik *Eshref H, ii, 260, 279. 

b. Muh. *Attariyy, i, 164. 

b. *Ubada, ii, 105. 

son of, ii, I3-I5f 29, 3i» 32- 



Husheybir b. *Aliyy b. Ilusheybir, ii, 269. 



*Ibad, son of; see *Ibnu *Ibad. 

*Ibb, i, 118, 189. 205, 213, 219 ; ii, 36, 37, 

74, 147, 165, 183, 250. 
*Ibnu 'Abdi'llah, i, 178. 



*Ibnu 'Abdin-Mejid, i, 236, 274 ; ii, 3, 5. 

*Aliyy b. Muh. b. 'Ibrahim, the 

Skinner, ii, 258. 

*Amis ; see Muh. b. 'Amis. 

*Aqass, i, 164. 

'As-heb, i, 283. 

*Aydan, i, 96, 97. 

Behram ; see Jemalu'd-Din 'Aliyy b. 

Behram. 

Bertas, i, 99. 

Biiz ; see *Esedu*d-Din Muh. b. 

I.lasan b. Buz. 

Da**as, i, 201. 

'Ebfn-Nejm, i, 187. 

'Ebi-Zekera, i, 99. 

'Elsed, ii, 23. 

Firuz, i, no. 

Hanajir ; see Sarimu'd-Din Dawud 

b. Musd b. Hanajir. 

Hanbel ; see 'Ahmed b. Hanbel. 

Hema'il, ii, 132. 

Himyer, i, 120, 121. 

Hubajir; j^Sherefb. Hubajir. 

Hufays, ii, 89, 90. 

*Ibad, the Intimate, i, 251. 

*Imad ; j^^ShujaVd-Din 'Umer b. 



*Imdd. 
— *Imran, Sebakhiyy ; see Weshshih. 



— 'lyas ; see ShemsuM-Din *Aliyy b. 
'Isma*il b. *Iyas. 

— Jewn, i, 66. 
Juneyd ; see Sherefu'd-Din 'Ahmed 



b. *AIiyy b. 'Ah. b. Muh. b. Manfur b. 
Juneyd. 

— Khumurtash, i, 60. 

— Mika'il ; see Niiru'd-Din Muh. b. 



Mika*{l. 

— Miqra*a, i, 290. 

— Muljem, i, 109. 

— Mutahhcr, i, 265, 292-294. 

— Nejah, i, 178. 

— Qimdr, ii, 74. 

— Quteyba, i, 57-59. 62, 63. 
Sheref, San*aniyy; see Sheref of 



San*a', son of. 
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'Ibnu Sibenna, i, 163. 

Sumeyr ; see Shihdbu'd-Din 'Ahmed 

bu *Aliyy b. Sumeyr. 

*Ujeyl; see 'Ebii'l-'Abba* 'Ahmed 

b. Musd b. 'Aliyy b. *Umer b. *Ujeyl. 

'Uweys, ii, 231. 

Wehhas, lord of Thula, i, 188, 257, 

270, 288, 292. 

- Wehhas ; see *Alemu*d-Dfn *Aliyy b. 
Wehhas, 

^— Wehhas ; see Hasan b. Wehhis. 

Wehhas, the land of, i, 227. 

Wehib, ii, 20. 

Zdki, i, 268. 

Ibnul-'Ansiyy ; see *Umer b. 'Ebf-Bekr 
•Ansiyy. 

'Aqder, ii, 105. 

'Attar, i, no. 

Basriyy, i, 99, 105. 

Ghallab, i, 182. 

Hekkariyy, i, 253. 

Hijdziyy, ii, 13, 55. 

Jiriya, ii, 93. 

Jewziyy, i, 90. 

— ^ Kelbiyy, i, 66. 

Mahalliyy, i, 97, io8. 

Musebbeb, i, 113. 

Turkumdniyy, i, 109. 

Welidiyy, i, 104, 105. 

Yemani)^, ii, 1 18. 

'Ibnu's-Sii*, ii, 24, 36, 37. 
'Ibnu's-Sulayhiyy ; see Rebf* b. 'Es- 

Sulayhiyy. 
*Ibnu't-Ta*izziyy, i, 104, lOS, 171. 
'Ibnu't-Tammah ; see Hasan b. Tammdh 

• • • ' • • • 

b. Naji. 
'Ibrahim b. *Ahmed, Tihamiyy, ii, 157. 

b. 'Ahmed b. 'Ibrihfm b. 'Imam, i, 

209. 

b. 'Ahmed b. Taji'd-Dfn, 'Imam, i, 

I74» I77» 178, 182, 184, i8s, 187, 188, 
210. 

b. 'Ed-hem, i, 249. 

b. Firuz, ii, 24. 

b. Kuleyb, ii, 265. 



'Ibr^im b. Merklk, ii, 241. 

b. Muh. b. *Umer, Yahyawiyy, 

ii, 45. 

b. Mutahher, i, 298. 

- b. Qisim, i, 290. 
b. Shu*ayr, i, 272. 

b. Shukr, i, 305 ; ii, 10, 11. 

b. Yahyi, Hedewiyy, ii, 121. 

Wathiq ; see Melik Wathiq 'IbdLhim 

b. Melik Mudhaffer Ydsuf b. *Umer b. 
'Aliyy b. Resiil. 

the Zeyla'ite, ii, 103. 



*Idhamite, sons of the; see Bcnu'l* 

'Idhimiyy. 
'Idrfs b. 'Abdi'lUh, lord of Dhafdr, ii, 28a 

b. 'Aliyy b. 'Abdi'Udh b. Hasan b. 

Hamza b. Suleymin b. Hamza b. *Aliyy 
b. Hamza, the Sherif and 'Emfr 
'Imddu'd-Din, i, 90, 258-260, 262-265, 
270, 272, 275, 281, 289-291, 294, 296- 
298, 300, 306, 308. 

b. 'Aliyy b. Dawud Hubcyshiyy, ii, 

252. 

b. Qatdda, i, 146, 158, 173. 

the Saddler, i, 214. 



•Ifrit, i, 92. 

'Iftikhar Yaqdt, ii, 15. 

'Iftikharu'd-Din Yaqut b. 'Abdi'llah, the 

eunuch, the Mudhaflferite ; see Yaqiit b. 

'Abdi'Uah, etc. 
'Iknit, i, 254. 
*Ilaf, i, 144. 

'Illm, slave-guard, ii, 18. 
"Illustrious Gifts," writtenby Melik 'Afdal, 

ii, 139- 
'Imdd b. Suqaym, ii, 258, 259. 

son of ; see Shujd'u'd-Din 'Umer 

b. *Im4d. 
Yahya b. 'Alijry Suqaym, ii, 249. 



'Imadite, the, of Shir^, i, 83. 

*Imadu' d-Din 'Ebii'l-Ghayth b. 'Ebi-Bekr 

b. 'Aliyy, the Corpse, ii, 268. 
'Idris, the Sherif and 'Emir ; x^if'Idris 

b. 'Aliyy b. 'Abdi'lUh b. Hasan b. 

Hamza, etc. 
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*Im£du'd-Din Yahyab. *Ahmed, Hamziyy, 
ii, Ii8. 

Yahya b. * Ahmed, Himyeriyy, * ii, 

244. 

Yahya b. Hamza, i, 95, 100-102. 

Yahya b. Taji'd-Din, i, 300. 

^Imim, passim. 

*Imran, Sebakhiyy, ii, 154, 157, 174. 

b. *Amir, i, 65. 

*Imru'u'l-Qays, i, 49, 65. 
*Imtiyizu'd-Din, Tiiriyy, i, 282. 
'Inan b. Mughanis, ii, 166-168, 171. 
India, ii, 255. 

kings and lords of, i, 117, 193, 198 ; 

ii, 267, 280. 

Indian hemp, extract of, ii, 90. 

Intimate, the; see Baha'u'd-Din Muh. b. 

'Es*ad, Muwaffaqu'd-Dfn *Aliyyb. Muh. 

b. 'Umer, 'Ibnu 'Ibad, and Wejfhu'd- 

Din *Abdu*r - Rahman b. *Aliyy b. 

*Abbds. 
Inundation ; see Rain. 
*Iqd, the, i, 87, 103, 126, 127, 132, 203, 

229. 
'Iraq, i, 59, 66, 75, 98, no, 114, 124, 136. 
*Irq, ii, 112. 
*Isa b. Heh's, ii, 227. 

b. Hiball, ii, 99. 

b. Miisa, Zeyla'iyy, ii, 280. 

Ilettar, Sheykh, ii, 19. 

'Is'ad, the (book so named), ii, 266. 
'Isbdhiyy troops, ii, 40, 181. 
'Ishaq b. Muh. b. Ishdq, ii, 223. 

b. Sa*sa*a, i, 289, 290. 

Islam, four orthodox schools of, ii, 179. 

Jew converts to, ii, 211, 222, 234. 

*Isliqiyya, the vale of, i, 93. 

'Isma*fl b. 'Aliyy b. Thumama, ii, 49. 

b. 'Ibrihim, Jebretiyy, ii, 221, 243. 

b. 'Ibrahim b. Muh. b. Miisa b. 

*Ujeyl, ii, 214. 

b. *Umer b. Mu'aybid, ii, 238. 



*Izzu*d-Din Baghiyya b. Rumeytha b. 'Ebi- 
Numeyy, ii, 57. 

(or Seyfu'd - Din) Beleban, the 

*Alemite, i, 204. 

'El-'Ashqar, i, 285. 

Hiba b. Fadl ; see Hiba b. Fadl. 

Hiba b. Muh. b. 'Ebi-Bekr b. Yiisuf 



b. Mansur, i, 140 ; ii, 229. 

— Hiba b. Muh. b. 'Ebi-Bekr Fakhr, 
ii, 164, 174, 207, 222. 

— Hiba b. Seyfi'd-Din Sun-Demir, ii, 
204. 

— Ja'fer b. 'Ebi'l-Qasim, i, 136, 137. 

— Muh. b. 'Ahmed b. *Imim ; se^ 



'Isma*iliyya (heretics), i, 261, 262 ; ii, 169. 
'Itkal, tiara of, i, 249. 
*Izza San'a', i, 113. 



*Irzu'd-Din Muh. b. Shemsi'd-Din 
*Ahmed b. 'Imam Mansur 'Abdi'Ilah 
b. Hamza. 

— Muh. b. 'Imim Mansur ; j/^'Izzu'd- 
Din Muh. b. 'Imdm Mansur 'Abdi'llah 
b. Hamza b. Suleyman b. Hamza. 

— Muh. b. 'Imam Mansur 'Abdi'llah 
b. Hamza b. Suleymin b. Hamza, i, 
81-85. 

— Muh. b. Shemsi'd-Din 'Ahmed b. 
'Imam Mansur *Abdi'llah b. Suleyman 
b. Hamza, i, 115, 145, 158, 163, 172, 
178, 182, 199-201. 

— Qatada, ii, 26. 

— Sdlih b. Naji, ii, 39-41. 

— Talha, ii, 38, 40. 

— the Engineer, i, 115. 



J^biya, i, 71. 

Jade, i, 274, 279 ; ii, 207. 

Ja'fer (the Barmecide), ii, 148. 

b. 'Ebi-Hashim, i, loi. 

b. 'Enif, ii, 12. 

Jahadir (tribe), ii, 20;. 
Jahafil (country), i, 167. 

(tribe), i, 238, 239, 265, 272, 275^ 

281, 283, 306 ; ii, 21, 30, 245. 

Jahf, ii, 182, 183. 

Jahhdf, Muh., son of, i, 154. 

Jahidiyya, i, 130. 
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Jahif, ii, 17, 18. 
Jahiliyy (castle), i, 163. 
Jahiliyya (district), i, 270, 287, 290. 
Jdhiif, ii, 256. 
Jimekiyya, ii, 250. 

Jami'u's-Sahih of Bukhariyy, the, ii, 235. 
Jandar guards, i, 232. 
Japhet, sons of, i, 46. 
Jarud, i, 212. 

Jashnikir Bey-Bars ; sde Ruknu*d-Din Bey- 
Bars, Jashnikir. 
J4zan, ii, 132, 229. 
Jdziban, i, 253. 
Jeba', i, 130; ii, 9, 74. 

the Hajwerite, i, 53. 

Jeba*ite, the, ii, ii. 
"Jebel-Hadid, ii, 33, 34. 
Jebela b. 'Eyhem b. Harith, i, 65. 
b. 'Eyhem b. Jebela, i, 72. 

b. Harith b. Hujr, i, 71. 

b. Harith b. Jebela, i, 66, 69, 72. 

b. Harith b. Tha*leba, i, 68. 

b. Jefna, i, 65. 

b. Nu'man b. *Amr, i, 70. 

Jebelu'l-'Eswed, *E1 ; j^^ Black Mountain. 
Jebelu'z-Zaqr, ii, 83. 
Jebertiyy mosque, ii, 189. 
Jebjeb, i, 185. 

Jebre'il, *Emir, i, 99, 103, 104. 
Jebret, ii, 243. 
Jebiib, i, 133. 

Jedha* b. Sinan, i, 57, 59, 60, 67. 
Jedir, ii, 28. 

Jefna b. *Amr b. 'Amir, i, 58-60, '65, 
67, 68. 

- the Greater, b. Nu*man, i, 69. 
Jehmeliyya, ii, 48, 62. 

Jehmiyy district, ii, 199. 

Jehran, i, 115, 177, 184; ii, 214, 235. 

Jelal b. 'Esed, i, 305. 

b. Mu*aybid, ii, 88. 

Jelalu'd-Din *Ali}7 b. Muh. b. 'Ebi-Bckr 

b. *Ammar, ii, 80, 82, 83, 93. 
Jellad, 'El, ii, 115, 118, 122, 154. 175, 206, 

220, 233, 258. 



Jemal b. 'Arfis, ii, 159. 

Misriyy, Mekkiyy, ii, 197. 

Shuteyriyy ; see Jcmdlu'd-Din Muh. 

b.*Umer, Shuteyriyy. 
Jemdlu'd-Din 'Abdu'Uah b. 'Aliyy b. 

Wehhas, i, 217, 22$, 226, 260, 266. 294, 

306, 308. 
*Aliyy b. *Abdi'llah ; see *Aliyy b. 

*Abdi'llah b. Jayyar, Jemalu'd-Din, the 

Sherif. 
*Aliyy b. 'Abdi'llah b. *Aliyy b. 

Wehhas, i, 225-227, 229. 

'Aliyy b. *Abdi'lldh b. Hasan b. 



Hamza b. Suleyman b. Hamza, i, 145, 
173, 199, 200, 204, 209, 212. 215, 218, 
220, 223, 224, 226, 228, 229 238, 252, 
259, 260, 262. 

— *Aliyy b. *Abdi'llah b. Tayyar ; see 
*Aliyy b. * Abdi'llah b. Tayyar, Jemalu'd- 
Din, the Sherif. 

— *Aliyy b. Behram ; see *Aliyy b. 
Behrim, Jemdlu'd-Din. 

— 'Aqwes 'Elfiyy, i, 153, I5S» 156. 

— b. Muh. b. 'Abdi'llah. i, 177- 

— Bari*, ii, 45» 69, 7i, 72. 

— Buz b. Hasan b. Buz, i, 277, 296, 

312 ; ii, 9. 

— Dharif Diwidar, the eunuch, ii, 251. 

— Fuleyt ; see Fuleyt, 'Atd-Bek. 

— Ghazi b. *Ebf Bekrb. Khadir, i, 297. 
Jemil, eunuch, ii, 264, 272, 278. 



Merjan, ii, 158, 162, 174, 180, 182, 

213, 277, 278. 

Merjan, lady princess of, ii, 225. 

Mu'attib b. 'Abdi'llah, 'Eshrefiyy, 

ii, 223. 

Mu'attib's lady princess, ii, 223, 224, 



2^6. 



— Muh. b. *Abdi'llah, Nashiriyy, ii, 

172. 

— Muh. b. *AMi'llah, Reymiyy, i, 233 ; 
ii, 106, 163, 167, 253. 

— Muh. b. 'Ahmed b. 'Ajldn, ii, 167. 

— Muh. b. 'Ahmed, Yahyawiyy, i, 304. 

— Muh. b. *Aliyy, the Lion, ii, 122. 
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Jem41u*d-Dfn Muh. b. 'Aliyy, of Miyd- 
Fariqin, ii, 74, 103, 1 18, 133, 135. 

Muh. b. *Aliyy, Pastor, ii, 224. 

Muh. b. Burhanu*d-Din Ibrahim b. 

Yusuf, Jellad, ii, 117, Il8, 122, 154. 

Muh. b. Ilassdn, ii, 46, 51, 61, 71, 

73, 78, 81, 82, 85, 86, 88, 104, III, 1321 
141. 

Muh. b. Himyer, i, 102, 104, 131. 

Muh. b. *Imran, Fa*ishiyy, ii, 214. 

- Muh. b. Mu*min, ii, 32, 35-37* 40i 
42, 45-52. 

Muh. b. Radiyyi»d-Din *Ebi Bekr b. 

Muh. b. *Umer, Yahyawiyy, i, 309,311, 
312, 316. 

Muh. b. Salih, Dumiyy, ii, 286. 

Muh. b. Suleymanb. Mudrik, ii, 131. 

Muh. b. Tdji'd-Din, Hamziyy, ii, 116. 

Muh. b. *Umcr, ii, 103, 121. 

Muh. b. 'Umer, Shuteyriyy, ii, 240, 

285. 

Muh. b. *Umer b. Shukeyl, ii, 206, 

213, 229, 276, 285. 

Muh. b. Wishih, ii, 4. 

Reymiyy ; see Jemalu'd-Dln Muh. 



b. 'Abdi'llah, Reymiyy. 

Reymiyy, the heirs of, ii, 253. 

Tagha, 'Afdaliyy, 'Eshrefiyy, lady 

princess of, ii, 153, 154. 

TaylAn, ii, 27. 

Thabit, ii, 174, 272. 

Yiisuf, the Ghassdnite, ii, 219. 

Yusuf b. Ya*qiib b. Jewad, i, 316, 

318 ; ii, 3, 4, 7. 

Jemmaz b. Hasan, i, 144, 146. 
Jemriyy, ii, 73, 75. 

Jenab, i, 102, 173, 174, 178, 210 ; ii, 42. 
Jened, i, 87, 116-118, 147, 264, 265, 

30i» 305, 3", 3", 314; ii, 5. 6, 9, 

10-13, 24, 27, 29, 33, 34, 39, 40, 45,71, 

72, 82, 134, 135, 197. 
Jenediyy the historian, i, 77, 90, 118, 119, 

122, 126, 150, 190, 205, 206, 213, 215, 

310, 311 ; ii, 32. 
Jennat ; j^^ Jenab. 



Jerusalem, i, 212. 

Jeshib, i, 212. 

Je*tha', i, 69. 

Jeththa, i, 296 ; ii, 63, 88, 89, 133, 170, 

172, 220, 255. 
Jew convert to 'Islam, ii, 211, 222. 

magician, ii, 197, 198. 

physician, i, 106 ; ii, 264, 265. 

Jewb, i, 146, 148, 204, 205, 265. 
Jewda ; see Hawza and Bintu Hawza. 
Jewess convert to 'Isldm, ii, 234. 
Jewf, i, 147, 151, 153, 154, 170, 215, 277, 

279, 296, etc. 
Jewher Ridwdniyy ; su Safiyyu'd-Din 

Jewher Ridwdniyy, the eunuch. 
Jewn, son of; j^^'IbnuJewn. 
Jewziyy, '£bu-Mudha£fer Sibt, son of; 

see 'Ebu-Mudhaffer. 

the son of; see 'Ibnu*l-Jewriyy. 

Jidda (Judda), i, 274 ; ii, 187. 
Jihdtu'sh-Shdmiyya, 'El ; set Northern 

Cantons. 
Jilliq, i, 68. 

Joseph, the Patriarch, i, 54. 
Jubeyl, i, 130 ; ii, 48, 62, 108. 
Jubla, i, 79 ; ii, 36, 37, 69, 71, 80, 161. 

165, 183, 184, 190. 
Judda; x^(; Jidda. 
Judge of Judges, i, 205, 242, 243, 246, 251, 

304, 309; ii, 5, 6, 47, 51, 69, 73, 155, 

177, 274. 
Juheyna tribe, i, 278. 
Juhfa, i, 66. 
Jumrdn, i, 257. 

Junketings ; see Subiit junketings. 
Jupiter, i, 53. 
Juraf, i, 288. 
Jurdhdn, i, 141. 
Jurhum, i, 57. 
Jurubbaniyy, ii, 39. 
Jushem tribe, i, 218. 
Juwwa, i, 108, III, 139, 218, 239; ii, 24, 

39, 43i 77. 104, 138. 149, 171. 245. 247. 
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Ka*ba, i, 98, 99» i7i» 302 ; ii, 140. 
Kdfur the Betulite, i, 239. 

Wiran, ii, 40. 

Kahlan, i, 166. 

Karim, ii, 119, 170. 

Karimijrya, i, 261, 285. 

Kedr4', i, 315 ; ii, 17, 31, 60, 76, 88, 105, 

114, 121, 122, 126, 128, 129, 224, 227, 

238, 240. 26s. 
Kehlan, on Mount Sheref, i, 252, 288, 

294. 

b. Seba*, i, 45, 46, 49. 

b. Taju'd-Din, i, iii. 

Kemal b. Tihimiyy, ii, 89, 95. 

Kemim, i, 105, 116, 153, 184. 

Kerbesiyya, ii, 98. 

Kerek, i, 289. 

Kerima bintu '£sedi'd-Dfn, Princess, i, 

260. 
Kerran, ii, 265. 
Kesh-Dugbdi; sff *AU*u»d-Din Kesh- 

Dughdi. 
Kethib, day of, i, 176. 
Kettledrums, i, 103, 160; ii, 39, 75, III, 

118, 204, 210, 212, 220, etc. 
Kewakira, ii, 103. 
Kewkeban, i, 80, 96, 100, 112, 114, 115, 

174, 181, 188, 200. 
Kewla, i, 200, 201, 209, 215-217, 224, 

225, 252, 258. 
Keyka, ii, 64. 
Khabt, ii, 35, 145- 
Khaded, ii, 119, 185, 189, 190. 
Khadir, i.e. Elias, i, 169. 
Khadra' (near 'Aden), ii, 39. 

mount, ii, 250-252. 

Khalid ('El-Bermekiyy), ii, 148. 
Khalifa, i, 47, 49, 75, 98. 
Khalil, ii, 20. 
Kharib, i, 69, 70. 
Kharifeyn, i, 99. 
Khdssaki, i, 289. 
Khata, i, 274. 
Khatilba, i, 265. 
Khawemaq, i, 188 ; ii, 138. 



Khawkhiyya, ii, li. 

Khawlan, i, 71, 107, no, in, 172, 215, 
241. 

, Khawlaniyy well, i, 80, 184. 

Khawshan, i, 112. 

Khawwaliyyiin ; s€e Benu KhawwaL 

Khayber, i, 61. 

Khayla-Khan mosque, Zebid, ii, 188. 

Khaywan, i, 216. 

Khayzurdn mosque, Zebfd, ii, i88. 

Khazina, ii, 95. 

Khazma, i, 256. 

Khazrej, i, 54, 57. 

Khazrejite, Khazrejiyy; s^e 'Aliyy b. 
Hasan, Khazrejiyy (author of the His- 
tory). 

Khidir, i, 184. 

Khuda-Benda, i, 282. 

Khudayr, the eunuch ; sie Nidhamu'd-Dfn 
Khudayr the eunuch. 

fountain, Zebid, ii, 188. 

mosque, Zebid, ii, 189. 

Khuleb, castle of, i, 146. 

Khumurtash, i, 66. 

Khurdsan, i, 234 ; ii, 65. 

Khurbus, i, 289. 

Khuza'a, i, 57, 58. 

Kindna, i, 71. 

Kinda, i, 6i. 

Kiswa ; sfe Curtain of Cubical House. 

Kitabu Tewarikhi VUmam, i, 66. 

Kudummul ; see Note 265. 

Kufa, ii, 263. 

Kuhl, i, 200. 

Kuhldniyy, ii, 84. 

Kujer-Shah b. Dhafer Khan b. Ffnii Shah 
of India, ii, 255. 

Kunduriis b. *Aliyy, ii, 13a 

Kurds, i, 77, 184, 291-294, 296, 301, 305 ; 

ii, 10, 17, 33. 34» 44. 5S» 8o» 82, 83, 88, 

9S» loS. "3- 
Kuwakira, the, ii, 103. 



Ladies at a public feast, ii, 208. 
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Lahj, i, 130, 137, 238, 270, 272, 283 ; ii, 12, 
19, 20, 29, 35, 77, 104, 135, 158, 171, 
242. 

Lijin ; sei HusamuM-Dfn Lajin. 

Lakhm, Princes of, i, 59» 7^« 

Lamps of gold and silver, i, 99. 

Lebid b. Yerid, the Ghass4nite poet, i, 61. 

I^ebi'q Enclosure ; see Enclosure of Lebfq. 

Leiden MS., ii, 291-293. 

Lemons, ii, 207. 

Lentils, ii, 207. 

Leo, i, 157. 

Letter written on a leaf of pure gold, ii, 267. 

Letters-patent, ii, 3, 28, 54, 156, 230. 

Lewdh, Mount, i, 221-225. 

Lex talionis, i, 104. 

Lifeguards, ii, 86. 

Lifeguardsman, ii, 2a 

Lightning, deaths from, ii, 170, 236, 257. 

Lign-aloes, i, 89, 269, 279 ; ii, 57, 207. 

Lijam, i, 166, 177, 252, 259, 308. 

Lion, the, son of *Ali)ry b. Dawud, 
Hubeyshiyy, ii, 252. 

Li^s^n, i, 130. 

Litter of pilgrimage, ii, 147, 149, 245, 280. 

Little Tatterer, the ; see *Amr b. *Amir. 

Locusts, i, 245 ; ii, 162, 254, 284. 

Lotus -trees ; see Sidra. 

Low countries, passim. 

Lu'lu*a, i, 265, 278. 

Luqman, i, 244. 

Luweyy b. Ghalib, i, 224. 

Ma*add, i, 72. 

Ma'afir, i, 130; ii, 9, 45, 77. 

Ma*ali, i, 99. 

Ma*arr, i, 219. 

Ma'aziba j^ople and country, i, 112, 148, 
149, 188, 189, 264 ; ii, 17, 18, 31, 56, 
83-89, 96, 98, 99, 103, 105, 106, 117, 
119, 145-147, I54t 15^158, 163,213, 
214, 216, 222, 225, 229, 237, 239, 241- 
243, 265, 269, 272, 280, 283. 

Maghriba ; see Note 8S4. 

Maghribiyy, ii, 58. 



Magician, Jew, ii, 197, 198. 

Mahabina clan, ii, 249. 

Mahalib, i, lOO, 232, 253-255 ; ii, 17, 60, 
94-97, 102, 129, 152. 175, 178, 185, 
206, 215, 220, 227-230, 233, 236, 237, 
245-247, 258, 259. 

Mahall-Hureyra, ii, 284. 

Kehlan, ii, 84. 

Mul)arek, ii, 279. 

Qulqul, ii, 25^ 1 56. 

Tarqu'a, ii, 284. 

Zurayq, ii, 25. 

Mahashima, i, 297. 

Mahmiidite ; see 'Atina, Mahmudi>7. 

Mahya, ii, 174. 

Mahzera, ii, 192, 202. 

Mdjil of Sa*da, i, 225. 

Majilan, i, 225. 

Makharib castle, i, 69. 

college, i, 303. 

quarter of Ta*izz, ii, 6. 

Malik b. *Amr, i, 57. 

b. Fehm, 'Ezdiyy, i, 59. 

Malikites, ii, 229. 
Man(lhar, i, 149. 

fountain at, ii, 188. 

Man-eaters, ii, 231. 
Mangosteen-tree, ii, 266. 

Mansur *Abdu'llah b. Hamza b. Suleyman 
b. Hamza, 'Imam, i, 78, 80. 

b. Melik Mujahid, ii, 69. 

Melik Nuru*d-Din *Umer ; see 

Melik Mansur Niiru'd-Dfn *Umer b. 
*Aliyy b. Resul, Sultan. 

slave of the 'Imam, ii, 185, 186. 

the inspector, i, 139, 140. 



Mansura, i, 218, 290 ; ii, 38, 42, 45, 46, 

228, 237, 247. 

fountain at, ii, 189. 

Mansi'iriyy sovereignty, i, 92-122. 

Mansuriyya garden, ii, ii. 

Mansuri>7at colleges, Zebid, i, 119, 218. 

Maqadima clan, ii, 250. 

Maqasira tribe, ii, 87, 102, 164, 227, 240, 

260. 
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Ma'qiliyy, i, 286, 287. 
Maqmah, i, 306. 
Maqsariyya, ii, 214, 222. 
Maritime slave-troops ; see Bahriyya slave- 
guards. 
Mariya of the two Earrings, i, 61, 63. 
Market, 2^bid, ii, 176. 
Mars, i, 53. 
Marshal of the forces, ii, 37, 44, 60. 

of the household, ii, 44, 71, 8$, 213, 

274. 

Mart of the hostages, Zebid, ii, 216. 

Masai, ii, 8a 

Masani', i, 112, 146, 174. 

Masna*a of the Benu Qadim, i, 145, 165. 

of the Benu*r-Ra*i, i, 180. 

mountain over Jenab, i, 199. 

and 'Azzan, i, 157, 165. 

Mastic, ii, 207. 

MdtiS ii, 173, 215. 

Matira, i, loi, 212. 

Matran, ii, 46. 

Ma'u'1-Harr, *E1, valley of, ii, 200. 

Ma'u's-Sema\ i, 46, 61. 

Princess, ii, 19. 

Ma'zib, i, 165. 
Mazin b. 'Ezd, i, 65. 
Mebah, ii, 33. 

mosque of, ii, 30. 

Medh-hij, i, 127, 130, 161, 201, 241, 255, 
301 ; ii, 36. 

Me'dhun, i, 289. 

Medina, i, 49, 65, 97, 181, 280, 304, 307 ; 
ii, 73, 232. 

Medresetu'l-Mileyn, Zebid, ii, 269. 

Mefalis, ii, JJ. 

Mefhaq, i, 294. 

Mefraq, i, 152. 

Mehdiyy b. 'Izzi'd-Din Hamziyy, ii, 199. 

Mehjem, i, 100, loi, 118, 124, 125, 
232, 243, 263, 287, 288, 298 ; ii, 6, 17, 
31, 57, 60, 63, 68, 69, 75, 88, 89, 93- 
95, 98-100, 102, 103, III, 113-115, 
120-122, 128, 129, 132, 178, 186, 211, 
227, 230, 238, 258, 259, 281. 



Mejd b. 'Ebi'l-Qasim, i, 114, 136. 
Mejdu'd-Din Muhammed b. Ya'qub, 

Shiraziyy, Firuzalmdi)')', ii, 235, 248, 

256, 259, 266, 274, 281. 
Mejelliyya garden, ii, 118. 
Mekabira, ii, 84. 
Mekin, judge, i, 95. 
Mekka, pilgrimages, etc., i, 46, et passim. 

precincts of, destroyed by fire, ii, 282. 

Mclha' Ghafiq, i, 132. 

Melik « Abbas 'Afdal b. Mel. 'Eshref II, 

ii, 224. 

*Al)du'llah Mansur b. *Afdal, ii, 141. 

*Adil b. Mel. Mujahid, ii, 69, 102, 

III. 

*Adil »Ebu-Bekr b. 'Eyyiib, i, 77. 

*AdU Salahu'd-Din *Ebu-Bekr b. 

Melik 'Eshrefl; see Melik 'Ebii-Bekr 
*Adilb. Mel. 'Eshrefl. 

'Afdal 'Abbas b. Mel. Mujdhid 

*Aliyy b. Dawud b. Yusuf b. *Umer b. 
*Aliyy b. Resiil, Sultan, ii, 69, 106, no, 

113, 115-122, I30-I3S* 138-141 ; 

writings, 139. 

'Ahmed Nasir b. Mel. 'Eshref II, 



Sultan ; see Melik Nasir 'Ahmed b. 
Mel. 'Eshref 1 1, Sultan. 

— *Aliyy Mujahid, Sultan ; see Melik 
Mujahid Niiru'd-Din *AliyJ' b. DawCid 
b. Yiisuf b. *Umer b. *Aliyy b. Resiil. 

— 'Aliyy Mujahid b. Mel. 'Afdal, ii. 



141. 

— *AIiyy Mujahid b. Mel. 'Eshref II, 
ii, 224, 279, 281. 

— *Aziz Tugh-Tekin, i» 76. 

— Dawud ]). Mel. 'Afdal, ii, 141. 

— Dhdfir Hashim b. Mujahid, ii, 69, 



146. 

— Dhafir Qutbu'd-Din *isa b. Mel. 
Mu'eyyed, i, 239, 247, 253-255, 264, 

277, 303. 

— Dhahir 'Esedu'd-Din \\ Mel. Mansur 



»i7 



Eyyiib b. Mel. Muilhaffcr Vusuf, ii, 7, 
9-12, 15, 19-22, 24, 25, 28, 33, 35, 37, 
42, 43. 45. 4S, 49- 
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Melik Dhdhir (or MeL Mudhaffer) b. MeL 
'Eshref II, ii, 271. 

I)hahir RuknuM-Din 'Ebii'l-Feth 

Sahibu'l-Futuhat Bey- Bars, Bunduq- 
dariyy, 'AldMjry, Salihiyy, Sultan of 
Egypt, i, 79» 173, 233» 269, 280, 285, 
289. 

Dhahir Seyfu*d-D{n Berquq, Sultan 

of Egypt, ii, 231, 232, 253, 276, 278. 

'Ebu-Bekr *Adil b. Melik 'Eshref, i, 

246, 272. 

'Ebu-Bekr Fa'iz b. Mudhaffer b. 



Mel. Mu*eyyed Dawud, ii, 3. 

— 'Ebii-Bekr Mu'eyyed b. Mel. 'Afdal, 
ii, 141. 

— *Eshref b. Mel. *Adil, of Egypt, i, 89. 

— 'Eshref b. Mel. Wathiq, of Dhafdr 



of the Ilabiidite, ii, 26, 43. 

— *Eshref I, the Less, Mumeyyidu'd- 
Dfn *Umer b. Yiisuf Mudhaffer b. 
*Umer Mansur b. 'Alijry b. Resul, 
Sultan, i, 131, 139, 166, 216-218, 228- 
230, 233, 235-252, 313. 

— 'Eshref II, the Greater, Mumehhidu'd- 
Din 'Isma'd b. 'Abbas 'Afclal b. 'Aliyy 
Mujahid b. Diwud Mu'eyyed b. Yiisuf 
Mudhaffer b. *Umer Mansur b. 'Alijry 
b. Resul, Sultan, ii, 138-288 ; elegy on, 
ii, 288-290, 293-295. 

— Fa'iz b. Mel. 'Eshref II ; j«*Abdu'r- 
Rahmdn Fa'iz b. 'Eshref II. 

— Fa'iz b. Mel. Mansur Niiru'd-Dfn 
*Umer b. *Ali)ry b. Resul, i, 120, 

— Fa'iz b. Mel. Muclhaffer, lord of 
Dhafar of the Habudite, ii, 255. 

— Fa'iz Qutbu'd-Din 'Ebu-Bekr b. 



Mel. Muclhaffer Hasan b. Ddwud b. 
Yiisuf b. *Umer b. *Aliyy b. Resiil, ii, 
10, 22, 35, 64-66. 

— Huseyn b. Mel. 'Eshref II ; see 
Huseyn b. Mel. 'Eshref II. 

— Jelalu'd-Din Muhammed Nasir b. 
Mel. 'Eshref I, i, 238, 239, 244, 246, 
248, 251, 311, 312, 314-316; ii, 3-6, 
8, 9, 23, 25-27. 



Melik Kimil b. Mel. 'Adil, Sultan of 

Egypt, i, 96, 97» 104. 1 6a 

Kamil b. Mel. Mu'adhdham, Saltan 

of Damascus, i, 88, 89. 

Kamil Te'muru'd-Din b. Mel. Man- 
sur 'Eyytib b. Yiisuf b. 'Umer b. *AUyy 
b. Resul, ii, 6, 9. 

Mansur b. Melik Mujahid, ii, 69. 

Mansur 'Eyyiib b. Mel. Mudhaffer 



Yusuf b. *Umer b. 'Aliyy b. Resiil, 
usurper, i, 235, 236, 254, 258, 266, 277 ; 
ii, 6-9, 13. 
— Mansur 'Eyyiib b. MeL Mudhaffer 



Yiisuf. a daughter of, ii, 38. 

— Mansiir Niiru'd-Din *Umer b. 'Alijry 
b. Resiil, first Resiiliyy Sultan; see 
Niiru'd-Dfn *Umer, etc 

— Mansur *Umer b. Melik Mujahid, 
ii, 97. 

— Mes*iid b. Mel. Mujdhid, ii, 69, 168. 

— Mes*ud Hasan b. Yiisuf b. *Umcr b. 
'Aliyy b. Resiil, i, 212, 23S, 253-255; 

ii, 13- 

— Mes^iid Saldhu'd-Din Yiisuf b. Mel. 



Kamil b. Mel. 'Adil, 'Eyyiibiyy, Sultan 
of Egypt, Viceroy of Yemen, i, 77-81, 

83, 84, 87-90, 92-94, 96, 204. 

— Mu'adhdham Fakhru'd-Dfn 'Ebii- 
Bekr b. Hasan b. *Aliyy b. Resiil ; see 
Fakhru'd-Dfn 'Ebii-Bekr b. Hasan b. 
*Ali)ryb. Resiil. 

— Mu'adhdham *lsa b. Mel. 'Adil b. 
'Eyyiib, Sultan of Damascus, i, 88. 

— Mu'adhdham Tiiranshah b. 'Eyyiib, 



Viceroy of Yemen, i, 75, 76. 

— Mu*azz 'Isma*il b. Tugh-Tekfn b. 
'Eyyiib, Viceroy of Yemen, i, 77. 

— Muclhaffer, lord of Hamit, i, 309. 

— Mudhaffer (or Melik Dhahir) b. Mel. 
'Eshref II, ii, 271. 

— Muclhaffer b. Mel. Mujahid, ii, 64, 69, 



73, 76, 78, 103, 104, 106, III, 117, 118. 
— Mudhaffer Bey-Bars, Jashnikir, 
Sultan of Egypt, Seyfu'd-Dfn Man- 
siiriyy, i, 289. 
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Melik Mudhaffer Hasan b. Mel. Mu*eyyed, 
i, 239, 253, 25s, 256, 258, 261, 277, 279, 
281, 287, 293, 298, 302, 303. 

^— Mudhaffer Sultan Shemsu'd-Din 
Yusuf, Mekki)ry, b. Mel. Man^iir Nuri'd- 
Din *Umer b. 'Aliyy b. Resul, Khalifa 
'£bu-'Umer, i, 80, 96, 114, 117, 120, 

123-126, 128-144, 150. isi» 153-157, 

159, 161, 163, 165-167, 170-172, 174, 
»75> 178-180, 183, 184, 186, 187, 190, 
192-195, 198-202, 207, 209, 21 T, 216, 
218-220, 223-225, 227, 228, 230-236, 
241-244, 299, 300, 313 ; ii, 107. 

- Mu*eyyed b. Mel. Mujahid, ii, 61, 
63, 64. 

Mu*eyyed Dawud Hizebru'd-Din b. 

Yiisuf b. *Umer b. 'Aliyy b. Resul, 
Sultan, i, 217, 218, 220, 221, 223-228, 
230,236-240, 244, 245, 247, 248, 250-254, 
257-320 ; ii, 3. 4, I4» 107. 

Mufaddal b. Mel. Man^ur Sultan 

NiiriM-Din *Umer b. 'Aliyy b. Resiil, 
i, 118, 120, 124, 131, 137, 218. 

Mufaddal Yiisuf b. Hasan b. Mel. 

Mu*eyyed Dawud, Shemsu'd-Din, ii, 14, 
22, 23, 26, 31, 34, 38, 41, 45. 76. 

Muhammed Mufaddal b. Mel. 

• • • 

'Afdal *Abbas b. 'Aliyy Mujahid b. 
Ddwud Mu'eyyed b. Yiisuf b. *Umer b. 
'Alij^ b. Resul, ii, 141. 

Mujahid *Aliyy ; see Melik 'Aliyy 

Mujahid. 

Mujahid Nuru'd-Din *Aliyy b. Mel. 

Mu'eyyed Dawiid b. Mucjhaffer Yusuf b. 
Mansur*Umerb. 'Aliyyb. Resiil, Sultan, 
1,140,242,283,300, 317, 318; ii, 3-111 ; 
lady princess, daughter, ii, 225. 

Mujahid of Dhafar,Habudiyy» ii, 272. 

Nasir *Ahmed b. Mel. 'Eshref H, ii, 

224, 235, 238, 248, 251, 268, 272, 276, 
280, 284. 

- Nasir 'Ahmed b. Mel. Mujahid, ii, 

69, 77, 90- 

Na§ir'Eyyubb.Tugh-Tekin b.'Eyyub, 

Viceroy of Yemen, i, 75-77. 



Melik Nasir Jeldlu'd-Din Muh. b. Mel. 
'Eshref I ; see Melik Jel41u'd-Din Muh. 
Ndsir b. Mel. *Eshref I. 

Nasir Muh. b. Qalawun, 9th, 12th, 

and 14th Memluk Sultan of Egypt, i, 
285. 302, 308, 309, 315. 

^— Nasir .Salahu'd-Din Yiisuf b. 'Eyyiib 
b. Shadi. the great "Saladin" of 
Western history, first 'Eyyiibiyy Sultan 
of Egypt, i, 75, 77. 

Sa*id b. Mel. Mu'eyyed. i, 260. 

Salahu'd-Din 'Ebii-Bekr *Adil b. 

Mel. *Eshref I ; see Melik *Ebu-Bekr 
«Adil b. Mel. 'Eshref I. 

Salih b. Mel. Mujahid, ii, 69, 73» 7^, 



85-88, 102, III. 

— Salih Hasan b. McL 'Eshref H, ii. 



242. 

— Salih Nejmu*d-Din 'Eyyiib b. Mel. 
Kamil, Sultan of Egypt, i, 105. 

— *Umer Mu(lhaffer b. Mel. 'Afdal, 



ii, 141. 

— 'Uthmdn Fa'iz b. Mel. 'Afdal, ii. 



141. 

— Wathiq Shemsu'd-Din 'Ibrahim b. 
Yiisuf b. *Umer, i, 208-211, 215, 2l6, 
222, 225, 235, 299. 

— Yiisuf b. Mel. Nafir b. Mel. 
'Eshref H. 

— Yiisuf Mufaddal b. Mudhaffer b. Mel. 



Mu'eyyed Dawiid, ii, 3. 
Melons, ii, 104. 
Meltiit, son of, ii, 30. 
Memdlik ; see Bahriyya slaves. 
Memliik ; see Bahriyya slaves. 
Memna'a, i, 69. 

Men drowned by torrent ; see Rain. 
Menabir, i, 100, loi ; ii, 100, 102, 128, 

211,230, 245. 
Menar, castle of, i, 69. 
Menara, i, 209. 
Menasika tribe, ii, 216. 
Mem'a, ii, 117. 
Menjik, ii, 74. 
Menqab, i, 211. 
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Menqal, i, 209. 
Mensikiyya college, i, 119. 
Mercenary troops, ii, 80. 
Me'rib, i, 144, 256. 

Dam of, i, 51-56. 

Mount, i, 51. 

Merjan the eunuch ; see Jemdlu'd-Din 

Merjan. 
Merju'l-Ghadir, i, 68. 
Merju's-Suflfer, i, 273. 
Merr, valley of, i, 58. 
Merthat, mosque, ii, 97. 
Merzuq b. Shahij, ii, 280. 
Merzuqiyya, ii, 2^7. 
Meshar, lord of, ii, 173. 
Meshela, Mount, i, 290. 
Mesh-hed, i, 150. 
Meshra*a, i, 150. 
Mesjidul-Mileyn, i, 315. 
Mesjidu's-Sema*, mosque, i, 213. 

Sidra, ii, 123. 

Mesriiq b. *Ebreha, i, 48. 
Mes*ud b. Mel. Mujahid, ii, 69. 

Melik ; see Melik Mes'ud Salahu'd- 

Din Yiisuf b. Mel. Kamil b. Mel. *Adil, 
Viceroy of Yemen. 

Mes'udiyy, i, 63. 

Mes'ula, i, 290. 

Meteor, ii, 191, 280, 281. 

Methwa, i, 241. 

Metina, ii, 161. 

Mewazini)'y, 'El ; see Balance-maker. 

Me'wi, ii, 153. 

Mewqir, i, 166, 29S ; ii, 113, 115. 

Mewr, ii, 92, 185, 257. 

Mewsa'a, i, 133, 143, 151. 

Mewsim, Mount, i, 93. 

Mewza*, i, 253 ; ii, 15, 34, 41, 174, 175, 

206, 238, 255, 259, 276. 
Meydiin, i, 1 78. 
Meyyah, lifeguardsman, ii, 20. 
MidaS i, 95, 149, 163. 164, 259, 267. 
Midad, ii, 194, 206, 273, 275, 277. 
Midaditc, son of the ; see *Aliyy b. Muh. 

b. Mu(lhaffer, Midadiyy. 



Midrab, ii, 84. 

Miftah, i, 296-29S ; ii, 144. 

the Pilgrim, ii, 74. 

Mi'hal, i, 240. 

Mika iI,son of; jA'Nuru'd-Din Muhammed 

b. Mika'il, the usurper. 
Mika'iliyya college, Zebid, ii, 188. 
Mikhlaf, i, 100, 219, 254; ii, 17, 48, 75, 

80, 147, 190, 204, 222, 247, 249. 
Mikhlaf-Suleymaniyy, i, 264. 
Mikhlafa castles, i, 99, loi, 102, 11 1, 

112, 140, 141, 166, 167, 253, 298. 
Mildhaclh b. *Amr, i, 47. 
Mileyn college, Zebid ; see Medresetul- 

Mileyn. 
Milhan, i, 300 ; ii, 128, 129. 
Milk, scarcity of, ii, 276. 
Millet, i, 280 ; ii, 276. 

beer, ii, 210. 

Mimlah, ii, 158, 167, 168, 171, 172, 178, 

180, 260, 287. 
Mind, i, 282 ; ii, 58, 59. 
Minaret constructed by Melik 'Afdal, ii, 

140. 
Minqada, i, 264. 
Minqar, son of, i, 305. 
Mi'qa', i, 172, 200, 209, 240, 257-260, 262, 

263. 
Miracle, i, 202. 

Mir'atu'z-Zemdn ; see Mirror of the Time. 
Mirba* (quarter or market), Zebid, ii, 259. 
'* Mirror of the Time,*' i, 89, 90. 
Miserra, ii, 181. 
Misfat, ii, 265. 
Mi'shara, ii, IIQ. 
Mishfer, ii, 92. 
Misr, ii, 74. 
Moat, ii, 178. 

Monstrous birth, ii, 63, 194. 
Mortality ; see Epidemic. 
Moses, the staff of, i, 249. 
Mosque, 'Eban, *Aden, i, 214. 

'Er-Demir, ii, 1S8. 

'Es-Sabat, ii, 188. 

Fakhir the Eunuch, Zebid, ii, 188. 
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Mosque, Ghusiin, Zebid, ii, 189. 

Hajja SemaMyya, Zebid, ii, 188. 

Haththdtha. Zebid, ii, 188. 

Jeberetiyy, Zebid, ii, 189. 

Khayla-Khan, Zebid, ii, 188. 

Khayzuran, Zebid, ii, 188. 

Khudayr, Zebid, ii, 189. 

Mebah, near *Aden, ii, 30. 

Mejelliyya, Ta*izz, ii, 102. 

Melik 'Eshref II, Mimlah, Zebid, ii, 

171, 287. 

Melik 'Eshref II, Qawz, Zebid, ii, 



176. 



— Melik 'Eshref IPs mother, Ta*izz, 

"> 153. 

— Melik Mu(lhaffer, Mehjem, i, 232. 

— (the New Mosque) of Melik Mu- 



clhaffer, Ta'izz, i, 231. 

— Melik Mucihaffer, Wasit, Mahalib, 
i, 232. 

— Melik Mujahid, Nuweydira, ii, 108. 

— Melik Mujahid, Thu'bdt, Ta*izz, 



ii, 108. 

— Melik Mujahid, Zebid, ii, 108. 

— Merthat, Zebid, ii, 97. 

— Mu'adh, Jened, from the pulpit of 
which Melik Mansiir Niiru'd-Din 'Umer 
was proclaimed Sultan of Yemen, i, 99. 

— Nejm, ii, 188. 

— Nuweydira, ii, 189. 

— of * Abbas b. *Abdi'l.Jelil, Zebid, 



ii, 188. 

— of the mother of Melik *Eshref II, 
TaMzz, ii, 153. 

— of the Princess Nebila, Mount 
Sabir, i, 315. 

— of the son of Ilumdm, ii, 188. 

— of the Treasurer, Ta'izz, i, 319. 

— of the Two Columns, i, 315. 

— on Mount Ba'dan, ii, 181. 

— Rebed, ii, 188, 189. 

— S4biq-Niclhamiyy, 2iebid, i, 172. 

— San 'a*, its minaret, i, 189. 

— Sema*, *Aden, i, 213. 

— Tayra, Zebid, ii, 188. 



Mosque, the 'Ata-Bek, ii, 188. 

the Khazinddr, Ta*izz, 1, 319. 

the Lotus-Bush, Shubariq Gate 

Zebid, ii, 123. 

the Mesjidul-Mileyn, i, 315. 

the Sidra, Zebid, ii, 123. 

Tureyba, ii, loi. 

*Udeyna, Ta*izz, i, 174 ; ii, 108, 197. 

Wasit, Mahalib, i, 232. 

Zebid, cathedral, ii, 189. 

Mosques, colleges, etc., repaired, ii, 188. 

numbering of, ii, 216. 

Mother of Towns (Mekka), ii, 203. 
** Mount of Recognition," i, 268, 

** Mountain of Snow," i, 63. 

Mu'adh, Mosque of, Jened, i, note 285. 

Mu*adim, ii, 44. 

Mu*attib ; see Jemdlu'd-Din Mu'attib b. 

'Abdi'llah, 'Eshrefiyy; also his lady 

Princess, following his name. 
Mu*attibiyya college, Wasita quarter, 

Ta'izz, ii, 224. 

mausoleum, ii, 281. 

Mu'iwiya, i, 231. 

Mu*aybid b. *Abdi'Ilah, i, 119, 120. 
Mu'azz the seneschal, ii, 30, 31. 

son of, ii, 30. 

'Ismi*il b. Tugh-Tekin b. 'Eyyiib, 

i, 77- 
Mu'azziyya ; see Maghriba in Note 894. 

Mubdriz Refdiyy, ii, 134, 135. 

MubdrizuM-Din *Aliyy b. Huseyn, i, 109, 

112, 118. 

Huseyn b. *Aliyy b. Bertas, i, 146, 

147, 151, 152. 

Muberrej, ii, 153. 
Mubyin, i, 102, 166. 
Mudar, i, 73, 121, 169. 
Muddra, i, 271. 
Mudebbej, ii, 262. 
Mudebbi, ii, 56, 117, 229, 280. 
Mudewwera, i, 15$. 
Mudeyn, ii, 80. 

Mudhaffer ; see Melik Mu(lhaffer Sultan 
Shemsu'd-Din Yiisuf, etc. 
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MuclhaflFer b. Muh. b. 'Ebi-Bekrb. Mu*aw- 
wada, Seyriyy, ii, 183. 

Hasan b. Melik Mu*eyyed ; see 

Melik Mudhaffer Hasan b. Melik 
Mu'eyyed. 

MudhafTerian memoirs, i, 75, 93. 
Mudhafferiyy mosque, Mehjem, ii, 108. 
Mudhafferiyya college, Ta*izz, i, 231 ; 

ii, 13- 
Mudrik b. Hdtim, i, 86. 

Mu'eyyed ; see Melik Mu'ejryed Ddwud. 

b. *Ahmed, Hedewiyy, i, 276. 

b. Jemdli'd-Din, i, 294. 

Mu'eyyediyya college ; see College, 

Mu'eyyediyya, Makhirib, and Ta*izz. 
Mufaddal, son of, ii, 26, 37. 
Muflih Turkiyy, ii, 280. 
Mufrej b. *Es-ham, ii, 99. 
Mughallisiyy country, Wddi Nakhla, ii, 25. 
Mughira, i, 262. 
Mughith, Sheykh, i, 93. 
Mughultiy, Emir, i, 172. 
Muhammad 'Akiir, Sheykh ; see 'Akur. 

b. *Abbils Sha'biyy, i, 313. 

b. 'Abdi'lUh, Hadramiyy, i, 31a 

b. *Abdi'llihb. Fakhr the Nakhliyy, 

ii, 216. 

b. *Abdiaidh b. Fdtima binti 

Resuli'Udh, ii, 203. 

b. *AbdiUldh b. *Umer b. Jened, i. 



300, 305. 

— b. 'Ahmed b. 'Ajldn, ii, 166-168. 

— b. 'Ahmed b. Musd b. 'Ahmed, i. 



264. 

— b. 'Ahmed b. Qisim, i, 270. 

— b. 'Ahmed the Pewterer, i, 148, 150. 

— b: *Ajldn, ii, 166, 168, 268. 

— b. 'Ald'i'd-Dm, ii, 130. 

— b. 'Aliyy, i, 291. 

— b. *AUyy b. Duhruj, i, 270. 

— b. *Aliyy b. 'Ebi'l-Qdsim ; see 
•Ebu-'Al)di*llah Muh. b. 'Aliyy, etc., 
'Esh-Shdfi'iyy, the 'Imdm. 

— b. *Aliyy b. Husheybir, ii, 213. 

— b. *Amis, i, 289, 290. 



Muhammed b. Bedr, i, 211. 

b. Ddwiid, i, 211, 257. 

b. Ddwud, Hubeyshiyy, ii, 252. 

b. Dhi'b, i, 293. 

b. 'Ebi-Bekr b. Mu'awwada, ii, 140, 

183, 190, 249-251. 

b. 'Ebi-Bekr Hakemiyy, i, 94. 

b. *Ebi-Hujr, i, 212, 214. 

b. 'Es*ad, i, 13a 

b. Fehd, of ThuU, ii, 118. 

b. Hddi, Qutdbiriyy, i, 258. 

b. Hajar, ii, 130. 

b. Harun, etc., Resul, i, 74, 75. 

b. Hasan ; see Jemilu'd-Dm Mu- 
hammed b. Hasan. 

* • 

b. Hasan b. *Aliyy b. Resul; see 



'Esedu'd-Din Muh. b. Bedri'd-Din 
Hasan b. *Aliyy b. Resiil. 

b. Hatim b. *Amr b. *Ali)ry, Hem- 



daniyy, lord of 'Azzdn, 'Abbdsiyy, i, 
100, 180, 211, 270. 

— b. Himyer, i, 107, 120, 235. 

— b. 'Ibrdhim, Feshdliyy, i, 233. 

— b. 'Ibrdhim of San*d', i, 122, 242. 

— b. 'Idris, i, 269; see also Niiru'd- 
Din Muh. b. 'Idrfs b. Tdji'd-Din, 
Hamziyy. 

b. 'IsmdS'l, Hadramiyy, i, 232, 233. 



b. Jahhdf, i, 154. 

b. Khaclir, i, 135, 157. 

b. Khdlid, i, 284. 

b. Mika'il ; see Niiru'd-Din Mu- 
hammed b. Mikd'il. 

b. Miqsal, Wuheybiyy, i, 165. 

b. Muh. b. Naji, i, 194, 198. 

b. Mutahher, i, 276, 279, 288, 293, 



296-298, 300, 301 ; ii, 34. 

— b. Muwaffaq, ii, 39. 

— b. Qufl, i, 174. 



b. Shafi*, ii, 221. 

b. Sinjer, Sha*biyy, i, 268. 

b. Sirdah, Qureyshijry, ii, 99. 

b. Suleyman b. Mudrik, ii, 137, 138. 

b. Suleyman b. Musa b. Ddwiid b. 

*Aliyy b. Hamza, i, 1 52, 154. 
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Muhammed b. Sunbuliyy, ii, 89. 

b. Talha, Zemiliyy, ii, 184. 

b. Tarantdy, ii, ii, 17, 26, 31. 

b. *Umer b. *Abdi*llah, ii, 40. 

b. *Umer b. Musa, Nahdriyy, ii, 

66, 67. 

b. *Umer b. *Urwa, ii, 13a 

b. 'Uthman, 'Ansiyy, Plakemiyy, 



ii, 6. 

— b. Wesi'S i, 163. 

— b. Wishah, Shihabiyy, i, 164, 165. 

— b. Wishah, the jurist ; see Jemalu'd- 
Din Muh. b. Wishah. 

— b. Yahya b. Hamza, i, 100. 

— b. Yerid, i, 203. 

— b. Zekera, i, 125. 

— Da'isiyy, ii, 35. 

— Dhemdriyy, judge, i, 264, 271. 

— Hadi, i, 257. 

— Me'ribiyy, jurist ; see *Ebd 'Abdinidh 



Muh. Me'ribiyy. 

— Mufaddal b. Melik *Afdal, ii, 141. 

— Nasir b. Mel. *Eshref I ; see Melik 



Jcldlu'd-Din Muh. Na§ir b. Mel. 
'Eshref I. 

— of Babil, ii, 128. 

— the Prophet, i, 48-50, 163 ; ii, 43, 



200, 201, 203, 218. 
Muharriq, *E1 ; see Burner, the. 
Muhedhdhib, i, 310, 311. 
Muhibbu»d-Din 'Ahmed b. 'AbdilUh, i, 

233- 
Muhyi'd-Din Yahya b. 'Abdi'l-Latff, i, 

316, 317. 
Mujahid ; see Melik Mujdhid Nuru*d-Dfn 

'Aliyy b. Mel. Mu'eyyed Dawiid, etc. ; 

Mel. *Aliyy Mujdhid ; and Melik 

Mujahid of I)hafar, etc 
Mujahidiyy silver dirhem ; see RiyAhijry 

dirhem of Mel. Mujahid. 
Mujahidiyya college, Mekka, ii, 55, 58. 

college, Ta'izz, ii, 15, 48, 72. 

Mujelliyya, Ta'izz, ii, 73, 75. 
Mukeymin b. Fulan b. 'Aqder, ii, 10$. 

Menasika tribesman, ii, 216. 



Mukhayrif, ii, 78, 79, 83, 84, 87, 269. 

Mukhayshib, li, 132. 

Mukhlisu'd-Dm Jabir b. Muqbil, i, 83. 

Mule struck by a bird, ii, 197. 

Mu'min, son of; j^ Jemdlu*d-Din Muh. b. 

Mu*min. 
Mumlhir, tiara of, i, 249. 
Mundhir b. Harith b. Jebela, i, 66, 69, 72. 

b. Harith the Halter, i, 65. 

b. Ma*i's-Sema*, Lakhmiyy, i, 61, 62. 

b. Nu'man, i, 71. 

Munif, i, 1 30 ; ii, 20. 
Munir, son of, ii, 41, 44. 
Muntakhabu'd-Din *Isma*il b. 'Abdi'lldh 

b. 'Aliyy, i, 299, 30a 
Muqaddima, i, 319. 
Muqassiri)rya, i, 130. 
Muqbil b. Sunbuliyy, ii, 89. 
Muqtera'a, ii, 84. 
Murshidiyya, ii, 241. 
Musa b. *Abdi*lldh b. Hamza, i, 115. 

b. *Ahmed b. 'Imam, i, 226, 265, 

266. 

b. *Akur, ii, 156. 

1). *Ales, ii, 223. 

b. *Aliyy, i, 119. 

b. 'Ebf-Bekr b. *Ald'u'd-Din, i, 

278. 

b. 'Idris, i, 197. 

b. Resiil, i, 173. 

Musalld, i, 229. 
Musclleb, ii, d'^^ 215. 

college, ii, loi, 188. 

Mushedd pavilion, Sujan, ii, 65. 
Mushellel, i, 66. 

Mushemmir, Sultan Melik Mudhaffer's 

horse, i, 133. 
Musheyfir, ii, 92. 
Music, ii, 62, 174. 
Musicians, ii, 60. 
Musk, i, 269, 274, 279 ; ii, 57, no, 207, 

210. 
Mustansir b. Dhahir, i, 98, no. 
Musta'sim, Khalifa, i, 136, 137, 150. 
Musta'simitc cipher, i, 212. 
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Mutahher b. Yahya, 'Imam, i, 165. 166, 

188, 189, 208, 215-219. 221, 223-225, 

231, 240, 252. 
Mutarrif, Sherif, ii, 247. 
Mutelemmis, the poet ; see Freytag's 

" Proverbia Arabica," i, 310, ^ 112. 
Mutenahhi, i, 235. 
Mutenebbi, the poet ; see 'Ebu't-Tayyib 

'Ahmed b. Iluseyn. 
Muwaffaqu'd-Din, 'Abdulldh b. •Aliyy b. 

Muh. b. *Umer, Yahyawiyy, i, 242 ; ii, 

50, 5i» 63, 69, 71, 72. 

'Aliyy b. 'Ahmed, Der'dniyy, ii, 167, 

170. 

'Aliyy b. 'Ebi-Bekr, Ndshiriyy, ii, 

194, 222, 281, 286. 

* Aliyy b. Muh., Ndshiriyy, ii, 224. 

*Aliyy b. Muh. b. Fakhr, ii, 259, 



286. 

— *Aliyyb. Muh. b. Sjilim, ii, 144, 150. 

— *Aliyyb. Muh. b. *Umer, Yahyawiyy, 
'Es-Sahib, i, 236, 237, 242, 251, 254, 
258, 283, 287, 295, 298, 300, 303-305- 

— 'Aliyy b. 'Uthman Mutayyeb, ii, 



179. 
Muzdelifa, ii, 59. 



Ndbigha Dhubydniyy, poet, i, 62, 63, 

70-72. 
Nabit, ii, 153. 
Nadr b. 'Ezd, i, 58. 
Nahdriyy b. 'Isa, 'Esh'ariyy, ii, 229. 
Nailing to gibl^ets, ii, 130. 
Naji b. 'Es*ad, Wezir, i, icx). 

lord of Sahul, i, iii. 

sons of, ii, 80. 

Nakhis, ii, 265. 

Nakhl, i, 241, 245, 246, etc. ; ii, 25, 26, 
etc. 

'Ebyad, ii, 61, 89, 205. 

Gate, Zebid ; see Babu n-Nakhl. 

Medeniyy, ii, 31. 

Mudebbi ; see Mudebbi. 

Nakhia, i, 114. 



Na'man, i, 160, 252, 259, 277. 
Naqil, i, 216. 
Naqilul-'Ajela, i, 170. 

Ilasanat, i, 145. 

Narcissus, ii, 207. 
Nard, ii, 207. 

Nasif, Yahyawiyy, i, 134. 

Nasihu'd-Din 'Ebu-Bekr b. 'Aliyy b. 

MuMrek, ii, 105, 106, 112, 113, 115. 
Nasir b. Melik Mujahid ; see Melik Nasir 

'Ahmed b. Mel. Mujahid. 

'Eyyub b. Tugh-Tekm b. 'Eyyub, 

i, 77. 

Muh. Jelilu'd-Din b. Mel. 'Eshref I ; 



see Melik Jelalu'd-Din Muh. Nasir b. 

Mel. 'Eshref I. 
Nasira, i, 290. 
Nasiru'd-Din, son of, ii, 29. 

Muh. b. 'Aliyy of Aleppo, ii, 133. 

Nasr, descendants of, i, 66. 
Nazarcne, i, 72-74. 

Ncbila bintu Mel. Muclhaffer, princess, 

i, 315- 
" Necklace of Great Price," author of, 

i, 194, 195, 203, 229. 
Nefisu-Din Sulcyman b. 'Ibrahim, i, 242. 
Nejd, i, 104, 108. 
Nejm mosque, ii, 188. 
Nejmiyya, princess, i, 135. 
Nejmu'd-Din 'Ahmed b. 'Aliyy b. Musd, 

i, 259, 260. 

'Ahmed b. Shemsi'd-Din 'Er-Demir, 

i, 238, 252; ii, 4, II, 12. 

'Ahmed b. Zekera, 'Emir, i, 91, 95, 

96, loi, 105. 

b. 'Ibr. b. Muh. b. 'Ibr. Sheref, ii. 



229, 254, 257, 260, 284. 

— b. Khirtabirtiyy, i, 299. 

— Muh. b. 'Abdi'llah b. *Umer b. 



Jened, i, 295. 

— Muh. b. 'Ahmed, Khirtabirtiyy, ii, 
29, 61. 

— Muh. b. 'Ibrahim, i, 140. 

— Musa b. 'Ahmed, i, 215, 220, 227, 



257, 266, 271. 
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Nejmu'd-Din Musa b. 'Imam, i, 152. 
Sheykh, 'El-'Akhdar, i, 219. 

'Umer b. Yiisuf, i, 173. 

Nejrdn, i, 173, 180. 
Nelcnbur, ii, 218. 
Nestiirus, i» 68. 

New mosque, Ta*izz, i, 231. 

palace of Diru'dh-Dhehcb, Zebid ; 

j^^Ddru'dh-Dheheb. 

Nidhdmiyy mosque, Zebid, ii, 188. 
Nidhamiyya college, Zebid, i, 172 ; ii, 188. 
Nidhamu'd-Din Khudayr, the eunuch, ii, 

65, 73, 77, 84. 
Mukhla§s, the eunuch, i, 95, 157, 171. 

Qasim b. 'Ahmed, i, 152. 

Niqd, ii, 153. 

Northern cantons, i, 297 ; ii, 31, 32, 37, 
6S, 86, 163. 175, 198, 205, 211, 213, 
238, 246, 256, etc. 

districts ; see Northern cantons. 

Niib, i, 145. 

Nujeymiyya, lord of, ii, 266. 

Nukhba, slave-girl, ii, 15. 

Nu*m, ii, 183-185, 204. 

Nu'man b. *Amr b. Mundhir b. Mundhir 
b. Hdrith, i, 70. 

b. *Eyhem b. Harith, i, 71. 

b. Harith b. 'Eyhem, i, 71. 

b. Harith b. JebeU b. Hdrith b. 

Hujr, i, 71. 
b. Harith the Halting, i, 62, 65. 

b. Mundhir, Lakhmiyy, i, 70. 

b. Mundhir b. Mundhir b. Hirith, 

i, 70- 

b. Nu*mdn b. Harith, i, 63, 65. 

of the realm, the, i, 244, 

the Younger, 'Ebii-Shemirb. Harith, 



i.69. 
Nuna, i, 115. 
Niiriyy, i, 119. 
NuruM-Din *Aliyy, 'Erdeblliyy, Sheykh, 

ii, 219. 

*Aliyy, Qawwiyy, ii, 219. 

*Aliyyb. •Umer,MahalliyyKdrimiyy, 

ii, 17a 

VOL. II. 



Nuru'd-Din *Aliyy b. *Umer b. 'Ebri- 
Qasim b. Mu'aybid, ii, 148, 160, 16 1. 

*Aliyy b. Yahy4 b. Jumey*, ii, 274, 

275. 

b. Tdhir, ii, 38. 

Muh. b. »Idris b. Tiji'd-Din, 



Hamziyy, ii, 131, 132. 

Muh. b. Mika'il the usurper, i, 319 ; 



", 73» 88, 92, 96, 102, III, 114, 117, 
121, 131, 132, 144. 

of San*d*, ii, 227. 

*Umer b. * Aliyy b. Restil, Sultan Melik 

Mansur, i, 50, 76, 81, 82, 84, 86, 88, 
89, 91-123, 147, 160, 161, 201; ii, 107. 
(^^^Note 1381.) 

Nushshdb, ii, 126, 240. 

Nutmegs, ii, 207. 

Nuttarite (Nuttariyy), ii, 151. 

Nuweydira, ii, 180, 181, 199, 260. 

mosque and fountain, ii, 108, 135, 

Nuweyra, i, i6a . 



[N.B. — There is no letter or vowel O in 
the Arabic tongue or alphabet, though 
the vowel fet-ha (', e, a), followed by the 
consonant w, j, in the same syllable, is 
usually pronounced o by the greater part 
of foreigners, as in Mew^il (Mosul), 
qawl (qol). The combination aw is 
sometimes pronounced and written by 
them approximately right as au, Hawrin 
(Hauran), Khawlan (Chaulan), etc. But 
Europeans have generally contracted the 
vicious habit of writing and pronouncing 
the Arabic damma or u vowel, when 
short, as an <7; thus, *Umer (Omar), 
Hudeyda (Hodeida), etc.] 

Ointment ; sa Precious ointment. 

One-eyed, ii, 114. 

Or, i, 284. 

Oratory ; ste Mu^la. 

Orion, i, 102. 

Orris, ii, 207. 
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Palace at San '4* falls down, i, 202, 211. 

of Gold, Zebid; see Daru'dh- 

Dheheb. 

** Palace of Security *' ; see Daru*l-'£mdn. 

Palm-groves ; see Nakhl. 

Pandanus odoratissimus, ii, 207, 209. 

Pandean pipes, ii, 226. 

Pastiles, ii, 207. 

Peak of *Anter ; see *Anter, the peak of. 

Pearls, i, 316. 

Pepper, i, 279 ; ii, 207. 

Pepper-tree, ii, 118. 

Perfuming the dead, ii, 286. 

Persia, princes of, i, 192, 193, 198. 

Persian colonists; see Furs (Persians). 

ware, ii, 207. 

Pestilence, i, 57. 

Pharaoh, King of Egypt, i, 54. 

Pilgrim caravan, i, 269 ; ii, 168, 268, 27a 

garb, ii, 57. 

litter, ii, 147, I49» 24S» 280. 

Pilgrimage, passim, 

year, ii, 220. 

Pistachios, ii, 210. 

Poet -laureate, i, 120. 

Pomegranates, ii, 207. 

Precious ointment, ii, 210. 

Pressgang service, ii, 77. 

Prices, i, 148, 278, 280 ; ii, 198, 276. 

Prodigy, i, 139 ; ii, 16, 17, 63, 194, 20I. 

Prophecies, i, 48, 58. 

Protojurist, ii, 179. 

Proverbs, i, loi. 

** Provision of Travel/* i, 65, 67. 



Qabib, son of; see Shihdbu'd-Din 'Ahmed 

b. *Aliyy b. Qabfb. 
Qadim, BenuM- ; see BenuM-Qadim. 
Qahir, i, 188, 189, 266, 292; ii, 119. 
Qdhira, i, 150, 297 ; ii, 160. 
Qahma, i, 147, 248, 263, 264, 278, 296, 

308 ; ii, 17, 85, 86, 105, 113, 114, 116, 

122, 130, 146, 147, 160, 163, 180, 182, 

213, 238, 243, 276, 282. 



Qahri*, ii, 84, 87, 89, 95. 

Qahriyya, i, 93*253; ii, 133, 178, 214, 

222. 
Qahtin, princes of the house of, i, 46, 48, 

SI, 169. 
Qa'id, the, ii, 128, 211, 228, 236, 237, 

246, 247, 258. 
Qd'ishite, the, ii, 85. 
Qamira, lord of, ii, 103. 
Qa'mu^, ii, 22. 
Qanimdn, i, 123. 
Qar*ad, ii, 223. 
Qardfa, Egypt, ii, 215. 
Qara'i*, i, 282. 
Qdrin, battle at, i, 102, 116. 

son of, ii, 88. 

Qarn-'Amir, ii, 128. 

'Anter, i, 292. 

Qarya, i, 68. 

Qasim b. 'Ahmed, ii, 115. 
b. Huteymil, i, 167. 

b. 'Idris, i, 297. 

b. Mahfiidh, i, 179. 

b. Man§ur, i, 257. 

b. Mehdiyy, ii, 185, 186. 

Qasiyya regions, i, 198. 

Qasriyy, the slave-guardsman, ii, 12,21, 22. 
Qdtiniyya college, Zebid, ii, 189. 

cupola, Zebid, ii, 189. 

Qawr, ii, 27, 128, 145, 152, 158, 176, 206. 

Qaysar, i, 59, 60, 67. 

Qaysiin ; see Seyfii'd-Din Qaysun. 

Qidda castle, i, 157, 163, 164. 

Qll princes, i, i6a 

Qilhdh, i, 102, 290, 298. 

Qimar, lord of Ba*dan, ii, 74. 

Qindfl mosque, Zeb{d, ii, 188. 

Qirfa, i, 190. 

Quadrupeds slaughtered over a grave, ii, 

233. 
Qubba, i, 216, 217, 226. 

Quda'a, i, 68. 

Quds, ii, 43. 

Qufl, i, 165, 211, 215-217, 290. 

Qufla (a button-weight ; pi. qi£U), ii, 198. 
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Qulleys, castle of, i, 87. 

Qunbtir, ii, 265. 

Qunna, i, 265-267, 271, 294. 

Quorum for worship in cathedral mosque, 

Zebid, ii, 283. 
Qurida, i, 166, 288. 
Qur'an, passim. 

in seven literatim versions, ii, 179. 

Qur*dn-reciters, i, 190, 212 ; ii, 177, 179, 

202, 224, 234, 236, 249, 288. 
Qureyshite village, vale of ZeMd, ii, 91, 
103, 116, 130, 181, 182, 261, 269. 

villagers, ii, 82-85, 87-89, 98, 99, 

103. 105, ii5» "6, 128-130, 229, 237, 
266. 

Qurri' college, Z^bid, ii, 189. 
Qurretu1-*Ayn, i, 115. 
Qurtub, ii, 11. 

fountain, ii, 188. 

gate, Zebid, i, 241 ; ii, 112, 222. 

— — mosque, ii, 188. 

Qti§, i, 285. 

Qusayr, i, 274. 

Qust, i, 227. 

Qutbu'd-Din 'Ebu-Bekr b. Mudhaffer 

Hasan b. Dawiid ; see Melik Fd'iz 

Qutbu'd-Din *Ebu-Bekr, etc 
Quteyba, son of; see 'Ibnu-Quteyba. 



RadiyyuM-Din 'Ebti-Bekr b. 'Abdi'llah, 
Hebiriyy, ii, 224. 

'Ebii-Bckr b. 'Ahmed b. 'AbdiU- 

Wahid, ii, 147. 

'Ebu-Bckr b. 'Ahmed b. 'Umer b. 

*Edib, i, 312. 

'Ebii-Bekr b. Hasan b. Fadl, ii, 73. 

'Ebu-Bckr b. Muh. b. *Umer, 



Yahyawiyy ; see *Ebu-Bekr b. Muh. b. 
*Umer, Yahyawiyy. 

— 'Ebli-Bekr b. Shihabi»d-Dm 'Ahmed 
b. *Umer b. Mu^aybid, ii, 285. 

— 'Ebii-Bekr b. 'Umer, 'E§-Sa'igh, ii. 



208. 



Radwi, i, 128. 

Riha (north of Juwwa), i, 238, 239. 

of the BenuSherif, i, 241, 265. 

of the MikhUf-SuIeymaniyy, i, 264, 

265. 

(the level watercourse, near Z^bfd) ; 

see Bustdnu'r-Raha. 

Rahdba, i, 270. 

Rahba, i, 227. 

Rahbdn, i, 281 ; ii, 92, 137, 138, 143. 

Rainfall of the Saturday, i, 256. 

Rains and inundations, i, 240, 241, 255, 
27" ; ". 63, 92, 118, 132. 170, 173, 176, 
215, 216, 224, 247, 261, 279, 283. 

Raisins, ii, 207. 

Rajih b. Qatada, i, 96, 98, 99, 103, 105, 
146. 

Rakhakh, i, 284. 

Ra*la', i, 189. 

Ramadan, fast of, passim, 

Rashid b. Mudhaffer b. Herish, i, 81. 

b. Munif, i, 154. 

b. Sheji'a, i, 193. 

Rawd, ii, 62. 

Razihite (Rizihiyy), i, 185. 
Rebahiyy, Sheykh, i, 298. 

son of, ii, 18. 

Rebed, fountain at, ii, 189. 

mosque at, ii, 188. 

Rebi* b. Sulayhiyy, ii, 19-21. 
Rebf*a, i, 73. 

Rebwa, ii, 214. 

Recitations of the Qur'dn ; see Qur'in- 

reciters. 
Redem, ii, 239, 280. 
Redm^, i, 188, 189, 200, 228, 293. 
Refdite (Refdiyy) ; x^ Mubdriz the Refdite. 
Rehiqa, i, 227, 293. 
Rekb clan, ii, 151. 
Relay-guards, ii, 166. 
Reshid, the Registrary, i, 175. 
Reshidiyya (palace ?), Ta'izz, ii, 4a 
Reshidu'd-Din *Umer b. 'Ahmed Shutey- 

riyy, ii, 120. 
Reshsha, i, 188. 
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Resul, sons of, i, 73, 83, 87, 108. 

Re'su'l-Bdqir, i, 296. 

Resuliyy Dynasty, lineage of the Princes 

of the, i, 45. 
Retdm, ii, 170. 
Revenue, Collector-General of the, i, 314, 

316. 
Rewba, i, 293. 
Rewq, i, 153. 
Reyhin, a slave, ii, 2ia 
Reyshin, ii, 194, 197, 273, 277. 
Reysut, i, 195, 196. 
Rcyyin, ii, 153. 
Ri'a, i, 153. 
Ribdd, ii, 199. 
Rice, ii, 207, 287. 
Ridd' (near Dhem^), i, 264, 301. 
Ridi*u'l-Behima, i, 141. 
Rifd'ite garb, i, 219. 
Right of asylum ; see Sanctuary. 
RimaS i, 67, 119; ii, 83-88, 92, 127, 138, 

147, 170, 172, 200, 206, 229. 
Riyihiyy dirhem of Melik Mujdhid, ii, 

52, 57. 

son of the, the die-sinker, ii, 264. 

Robe of honour, i, 109, etc. 
Roman slave-girls, ii, 264. 
Romans, ii, 232. 

lord of the, ii, 232. 

Roses, ii, 120, 207. 
Rose-water, ii, 120, 207, 210. 
Roundabouts, ii, 61. 
Rufous Naharite, ii, 204. 
Ruhim ; see Rukhdm. 
Rukhdm, i, 112, 165. 
Rukhdmiyya, ii, 29, 33. 
Rukn b. Fakhr, ii, 20. 

b. 'Ifi* ; see 'Abdu'r-Rahman b. 

Fakhr. 

Ruknu'd-Din *Abdu'r-Rahmin b. 'Aliyy 
b. Humdm, ii, 137, 138, 152. 

Bey-Bars ; see Melik Dhdhir Ruknu'd- 
Din 'Ebiia-Feth Sdhibu'l-Futuhit Bey- 
Bars, etc. 

Rumdt, ii, 227, 239. 



Rumeytha b. *Ebi-Numeyy, i, 269, 280, 

289, 297, 302, 307. 
Ruqba, ii, 84. 
Ru§ifa, i, 71. 
Ruteyniyy, i, 102. 



Sa'b b. 'Eb6-Merilthid, i, 51. 

Sibdt mosque, Zebfd, ii, 188. 

Sibba, i, 283. 

Sabir castle, ii, 208. 

Mount, i, 315 ; ii, 14, 28, 44. 

people, ii, 14, 41, 44. 

Sdbiq Nidhdmiyy, i, 172. 

S£biqu*d-Dfn YuSuf b. Qatida, i, 268. 

Sacred Cities, the two ; set Haremin, 'EL 

Sacrifices, the day of, i, 1 58. 

Sa'd, Mount, i, 297. 

Sa*da, passim, 
' Sa'diyy, i, 285, 286. 
Sadru'd-Dfn*Abdu1-Haqqb. Muwaffequ'd- 

Dfn *Aliyy b. *Abb^, ii, 202. 
Sa*du'd-Dfn Mes*ud, ii, 2x9. 
Sdfa, castle of, ii, 185. 
Safed, ii, 58. 
Safflower, ii, 207. 
Saffron, ii, 207. 
Sifiya, i, 179. 
Safiyyu'd-Din ; see Bebu Safiyyi*d-Din. 

*AbduMlah b. *Abdi*r-Razziq, i, 314- 

317. 

'Ahmed b. Muh. b. *Ammir, ii, 6S^ 

71. 73» 74. 76. 

'Ahmed b. Musd, Ta*izriyy, ii, 234. 

'Ebu-Mel*aq, ii, 80, 116 

Jewher,eunuch,Dhafdriyy Ridwiniyy, 

ii, 38, 40, 42, 43, 52, 70, 75, 77, 83, 84. 

Jewher b. 'Abdi'lldh, the Chinaman, 

ii, 154, 184, 208. 

Safwa, i, 134. 

Sahammer, i, 81. 

Sahih of Bukhdriyy, ii, 274. 

Sihil, Mount, i, 290, 297, 298. 

Sahiil, i, III ; ii, 185. 

Sa*id, i, 272. 
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Sa*id, the steward, ii, 50. 

S^l'ila, i, 293. 

Sa'ird, ii, 184. 

Salih b. *Ali)7 b. Mutahher, the 'Imdm, 

ii, I34-I37» 140, 179, 196, 197- 

b. *Aliyy b. Mutahher b. Muh. b. 

Mutahher b. Yahya, the Emir, ii, 244, 
259. 

princess, mother of Sultan Melik 

Mujdhid, ii, 8, 15-17, 38, 70, 73, 75, 
76, 84, 100, lOI. 

Saldhiyy bath, Zebid, ii, 212. 

palace, Zebfd, ii, 225. 

Saldhiyya college, Zebid, ii, loi, 189. 

dervish -convent, Zeb{d, ii, 188. 

fountain, Zebid, ii, 189. 

Salahu'd-Din'Ebu-Bekrb.Melik*EshrefI. 

i, 228. 
Salir, Seyfu'd-Din ; Jz-zSeyfu'd-Din Salar. 
Sdlih, *Itzu'd-Din ; see *Izzu*d-Dln Sdlih 

b. Ndji. 
b. Fewdris, ii, 7. 

Mekkiyy, Sheykh, ii, 243. 

Sdlim b. *Aliyy b. Hitira, i, 82. 

b. *Idris, i, 191-1931 195-198. 

Silla, i, 287, 288. 

Sim b. Nuh, i, 84. 

Sdmigh, i, 254 ; ii, 43, 74. 

§ammd', ii, 170. 

Samuel and Semu*el, i, 143, 290. 

San'd', i, passim, 

fall of the palace at, i, 202-204. 

Sanctuary, ii, 5. 
Sandal-wood, i, 279 ; ii, 207. 
Sandhill ; see Qawr. 
Sappan-wood, i, 279. 
Saqriyy, ii, 21, 24, 28. 
Sirim b. Hubdjir, ii, 80. 

b. Mikd'il, ii, 18. 

b. Neshwdn, ii, 90, 91. 

'Ibrihim b. Yusuf b. Mansur, i, 253, 

257. 
Sirimu'd-Din Ddwud b. 'Ibrdhim Demir- 

Ddshiyy. ii, 93. 

Ddwiid b. 'Imdm Mansur 'Abdi'lldh 



b. Hamza, i, 146, 152-155, 163, 170- 
172, 178, 182-188, 199, 204, 205, 208, 
209, 211, 215-217, 220. 
Sarimu'd-Din Dawiid b. Kesh-Dughdi, ii, 
60. 

Dawiid b. Khalil, ii, 94. 

Dawud b. Miisd b. Ilandjir, ii, 118, 

137- 

'Ibrdhim b. Wehhds, ii, 254. 

Nejib, the eunuch, ii, 103. 

Saturday jaunts ; see Subiit junketings. 

outings ; see Subtit junketings. 

Saturdays of Zebid ; see Subut junketings. 
Saturn, i, 53. 

Sa'ud, stallion named, ii, 265. 

Sawt, ii, 184. 

Sayd, i, 264. 

Sayydd mosque, Turcyba, ii, 188. 

Scarcity, i, 148, 151, 181, 192, 271, 278, 

280; ii, 198. 
Schismatics, i, 149-15 1. 
Sea of *Ehwdb, i, 256, 288 ; ii, 133. 
Seacoast country, passim. 
Searing of eyes, ii, 35, 39, 67, 166-168, 

198. 
Seba' the Greater, founder of the Dam of 

Me'rib, i, 45, 47, 51, 68. 
Secretary of the Exchequers, i, 315. 
Sedir, i, 188. 

Sefer, the 'Atd-Bek, i, 118. 
Sehfena, i, 251 ; ii, 28. 
Seldm, Jahfeliyy, ii, 160. 
Seldma, ii, ii, 14, 21, 23-26, 76, lOl, 

168, 287. 
Seldr ; see Seyfu'd-Din Seldr. 
Selih b. Hulwdn b. Qudd*a, i, 60, 67. 
Senid*, mosque of 'Aden, i, 213. 
Semd*u Mahyd, ii, 174. 
Semddn, i, 236, 237 ; ii, 12, 35, 49. 
Semker, i, 314. 
Semiim (wind), ii, 267, 269. 
Seneschal, ii, 30. 
Serdt mountains, i, 307. 
Sewdd, i, 138. 
Sewdkin, ii, 75. 
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Sewraq, Mount, i, 311 ; ii, 63, 64, 277. 
Seyfiyya college, Zebid, ii, 188. 
Seyfii'd-Din 'Abagha, i, 282. 

Beleban, i, 208. 

Berquq ; see Melik Dhihir Scyfii'd- 

Din Berquq. 

Bey- Bars ; see Melik Mudha£fer Bey- 
Bars, Jashnikir, Sultan of Egypt, 
Seyfu'd-Din Mansuriyy. 

Bey- Bars, *Emfr, ii, 27. 

Bishtik, ii, 146, 147. 

of IChurisdn, ii, 65, 116. 

Mubarek-Shah, ii, 193, 206. 

Qatleyhi, ii, 21$. 

Qaysun, ii, 206, 213, 220, 239, 285. 

Rumiyy (Roman), ii, 115, 116. 

Sel4r, i, 274, 285, 289. 

Shihabiyy, ii, 85. 

Sinjer, ii, 238, 241, 243, 265, 272. 

Sunqur, i, 194, 198. 

Tafsd, i, 307, 308. 

Tagh^ Khurasiniyy, *Afdaliyy, ii, 

(i"^ 64, 1 18-122, 125, 126. 

Tughrfl, i, 255, 264, 265, 270, 279- 



281, 284, 285, 291, 292. 
— r- *Utayfa b. 'Ebi-Numcyy, i, 269, 

280, 309. 
SeyfuM-*Isl£m, i, 79, 130. 
Seyr, i, 205. 

Seyriyy ; see 'Ebu-Bekr b. Mu'awwada. 
son of; see Muhammed b. *Ebf- 

Bekr b. Mu'awwada. 
Sha*bile (Sha*biyy), the; see *Alemu'd- 

Din Sinjer, Sha*biyy. 
Shdfi'iyy, 'Imdm ; see 'Ebii *Abdi'll£h 

Muh. b. 'Aliyy b. 'EbfM-Qdsim Muh. b. 

*Abdi'lldh b. 'Idris, 'Esh-Shafi'iyy. 
school of orthodox 'Isldm, i, 122; 

ii, loi, 234, 259, 287. 
Shdfi*iyya college, Zebid, i, 119. 
Shahdlib people, ii, 190. 
Shahr (Shihr), i, 53, 193, 230, 236, 238, 

313 J "» 30»39> "8, 220, 240. 
Shakhdb, castle of, i, 255. 
Shdm (Damascus) ; see Damascus. 



Shim (Syria) ; see Syria. 

(the north region of West Yemen), i, 

235. 
Shimiyy, ii, 42. 

Shatib, i, 210, 224, 297. 

Shefilft tribe, i, 268 ; ii, 13, 14, 30, 33, 

38, 39, 41, 187, 212. 

Sheji'a, i, 297. 

Shejira, i, 318 ; ii, 28, 34, 42, 265. 

garden, Ta*izz, ii, 32, 41. 

palace, Ta*izz, ii, 32, 169, 206. 

pavilion ; see Ddru'sh-Shejira. 

Shekf*, lord of, ii, 27^. 

Shem, son of Noah, i, 84. 
Shemlaqa b. Jubdb, i, 57, 59. 
Shemmisiyy, the slave, ii, 22a 
Shems of Sa'ird, ii, 184. 
Shemsin, i, 166, 287, 290, 298. 
Shemsite (Shemsi]^) ; see Bahi'u'd-Din 

Bahidir b. 'AbdiMUh, Shemsi]^. 
Shemsiyya college, Zebid, i, 244. 

princess, i, 230. 

Shemsu*d-Din 'Abbds b. Muhammed b. 
'Abbds b. 'Abdi'l-Jem, i, 268, 270, 271, 
276, 277, 279, 282, 292-295, 298, 305, 
306 ; ii, 25. 

'Ahmed b. 'Imim Man?tir 'Abdillih, 

i, 95, loi, 102, 128, 132, 133, 144-153- 

'Ahmed b. Yahyd b, Hamza, i, 145. 

'Aliyy b. Diwud b. 'Ald'u'd-Din, ii, 



114. 



— 'Aliyy b. Hasan, of Aleppo, ii, 86. 

— 'Aliyy b. Hasan, Suqaym, ii, 151, 

156. 

— *Aliyy b. Hitim, ii, 77, 93-95, 103. 

— *Aliyy b. Humim, i, 216. 

— 'Aliyy b. Husim, ii, 115. 

— *Aliyy b. 'Ismi*fl b. 'ly^ ii, 121- 
123. 

— 'Aliyy b. Muh., the Bodkin, ii, 121. 

— 'Aliyy b. Muh., W4shi*iyy, ii, i6a 

— 'Aliyy b. Muh. b. Hassin, ii, 171, 
220, 240. 

— 'Aliyy b. Qdsim, ii, 235. 

— 'Aliyy b. Resiil, i, 76, 77, 79. 
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Shemsu'd-Din 'Aliyy b. Riyahiyy, Serjiyy, 
ii, 202. 

'Aliyyb. Yahyi, 'Anfiyy, i, 127, 136, 

13S, 152, 155-157. 201, 202. 

'At{ni, ii, 4. 

b. Mckbus, i, 194. 

*Er - Demir, i, 195, 197, 198 ; ii, 

188. 

Jahreba, ii, 279. 

Mufaddal'; ste Melik Mufaddal 

Yiisuf b. Hasan b. Mel. Mu'eyyed 
Diwiid, Shemsu'd-Din. 

Muh. b. 'AdUn, i, 286. 

Muh. b. * Ahmed b. Saqr, Shdmiyy, 



GhsLSsimyy, ii, 155. 

Muh. b. Mansur *Eyyub b. Ydsuf b. 

*Umer, Melik, ii, 76. 

Suleymin b. Yahyd, ii, 199. 

Yusuf b. Intimate, ii, 64. 

- Yusuf b. Qahiriyy, ii, 69, 72. 

Yiisuf b. *Umer b. *Aliyy b. Resul ; 

sfg Melik MudhafTer, Sultan Shemsu'd- 
Din Ytjsuf, Mekkiyy, etc., Khalifa. 

Shera, Mount, i, 142 ; ii, 148. 
Sherahbil, i, 298. 

Sheri'idyy, 'Esh- ; sfi Braidmaker. 
Sheref b. Hubdjir, ii, 44-46, 48, 49. 

'Ebu'l-Qdsim b. *Umer b. Mu*aybid, 

ii, 184. 

Mount, i, 289, 290, 294. 

of $an*d*, son of, ii, 158. 

SherefuM-Dfn 'Ahmed b. *Aliyy b. *Ahmed 

b. Muh. b. Mansur b. Juneyd, i, 226, 
256, 267, 270, 313, 314. 

'Ebul-Qisim b. 'Abdi'r-Rahmin, 

*Eshrefiyy, i, 242. 

'Ebaa-Qdsim b. 'Ebl*l-Hadremiyy, 

ii, 253* 254. 

*Ebu'l-Qdsim b. Mu*aybid, ii, 177. 

Huseyn b. 'Aliyy, Firiqiyy, ii, 155, 

161, 171, 175, 205, 206, 208. 

'Ismd'il b. 'Ebi-Bekr, Qur'dn -reciter, 

ii, 224, 234, 288. 

Miisd b. *Aliyy b. Resiil, i, 76, 87. 

Sefsif, ii, 208. 



SherefiiM-Dfn Suleymin b. 'Aliyy Juneyd, 

", I79» 194- 
Sherif, castle, ii, 41. 

-r- Idrfs ; see 'Imidu'd-Din 'Idris b. 

*Aliyy ; and *Idris b. *Aliyy, etc., etc., 

the Sherif and 'Emir *Imidu'd-Din. 

'Idn's b. Qatdda ; see 'Idrfs b. 

Qatdda. 

Jem£lu'd-Din 'Aliyy b. 'Abdi'llih b. 

Taj^r ; see *Aliyy b. 'Abdi'Uih b. 
Tayydr, Jemilu'd-Din, the Sherif. 

Mutahher; see Mutahher b. Yahyi, 



'Imim. 

Shukr; j^/Shukrb.*Aliyy,Qisimiyy. 

Sherifs, passim. 

Shenj-'Ubeyra, ii, 253. 
Sherfju'l-Munqix, ii, 243. 
Sheija, i, 256 ; ii, 97. 
Shewifi, castle, i, 163. 

people and district, ii, 36, 51, 67» 

119) 1^5, i^9f 206, 251. 
Shewdhid, i, 107. 
Shey'in, i, 284. 
Sheykh Muh. 'Ak^r ; see 'Akiir. 

of Sheykhs, i, 97, 125 ; ii, 202. 

Sheyzer-waure vessels, ii, 208. 
Shibdm of Hadramawt, i, 197, 198. 

of Kewkebdn, i, 173, 178. 

Shieldsman, ii, 226. 

Shihdb b. *Abdi'r-Rahmin, ii, 61. 

b. Khirtabirti3ry, ii, 159. 

Shihibite (Shihdbiyy) country, i, 226. 
people, i, 228. 

the ; see Bedru'd-Din Muh. b. 'Umer 

b. 'Ali*i'd.Din, Shihdbiyy. 

Shihibu'd-Dfn, i, 84. 

'Abdu'r-Rahmin, Dhafdriyy, ii, 3, 

5» 6. 

*Ahmed, Haradiyy, ii, 254. 

* Ahmed, Khuzistiniyy, ii, 219. 

'Ahmed, Mithqdl, ii, 223. 

'Ahmed b. *Aliyy, Shemsiyy, ii, 180, 

204, 222, 255. 

'Ahmed b. *Aliyy b. Qabib, ii, 61, 

78, 80, 82, 90, 91, 93, 99. 
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Shihdbu'd-Din 'Ahmed b. 'Aliyy b. 

Sumeyr, ii, 96, 97, 100, 102, 103, III- 

114, 117, I20| 129. 
'Ahmed b. *Ebf-Bekr, 'Er-Redddd, 

ii, 200. • 

*Ahmed b, *Ebi-Bekr, Ndshiriyy, ii, 

157, 172, 179, I94» 199. 

'Ahmed b. 'Er-Demir, i, 197, 209. 

'Ahmed b. Hasan b. Ndji, Sahiiliyy, 

ii, 200. 

'Ahmed b. 'Ibrihim, MahaUi3ry, ii, 264. 

'Ahmed b. *Umer b. Mu'aybid, ii, 

157, 174, 175. 178, 190, 233, 236, 275. 

'Ammdra b. *Aliyy, i, 112. 

b. *Aydin, i, 99. 

'Ebu-Suleyman 'Ahmed b. 'Ajl£n, ii, 

165, 166. 

Ghazi b. Mi'mdr, i, 193. 

Salih, the eunuch, ii, 3, 100. 

Shi'r, men of, ii, 81, 82. 
Shirwdn, i, 279. 

Shock of earthquake ; see Earthquake. 

Shooting star ; see Meteor. 

Shu*ba, i, 272. 

Shubariq gate, Zebid, i, 146 ; ii, 22, 23, 

27, 112, 123, 180. 
Shughuliyy, ii, 39. 
Shuja* b. Ya'qub, ii, %l, 93, 95. 
Shuja'u'd-Din 'Ahmed b, Muhammed b. 

Hatim, i, 165. 

Huseyn b. Hasan b. *Esed, Kurd, 

ii, 116. 

*Umer b. 'AU'i'd-Dfn, Shihdbiyy, i, 

315, 316 ; ii, 7, 9, 26. 

*Umer b. *Aliyy, *Alewiyy, ii, 206. 

*Umer b. *Imad, i, 292 ; ii, 11, 12, 



78, 79. 

— *Umer b. Qar^ja, ii, 270. 

— 'Umer b. Suleyman, 'Ibbiyy, ii, 158, 
254. 257, 258. 

— *Umer b. 'Uthmdn b. Mukhtar, 



ii. 55. 

— *Umer b. Yiisuf b, Mansur, or, 

Shuja* *Umer b. Yusuf b. Mansur, i, 

140; ii, 3-6. 



Shujeyna, i, 310, 314. 

Shukr b. *Aliyy, Qdsimiyy, i, 262, 270, 

276, 277. 

son of, ii, 31, 33, 34, 36. 

Shurdjiyy, ii, 104. 

Shurefiyy, sons of, ii, 41. 

Shureyb, i, 267, 282. 

Shureyh, i, 292. 

Sibd*, i, 112, 113, 134, 178, 179, 293. 

Sidra, ii, 20a 

Sifffn, i, 70, 

Sihim, i, 93, 119, 315; u, 88, 92, 99, 

136, 150, 164, 182, 206, 213, 240, 243, 

277. 

gate of Zebid ; see Babu Sihim. 

Sijdn, i, 241. 

Silk manipulators, ii, 164. 

Silver coin ; see Dirhem. 

Sin^j, castle of, ii, 277, 278. 

Sininiyy, son of ; see 'Attib b. Sinini]^. 

Sind, lord of, ii, 1 18. 

Sind4d (palace), i, 188. 

Singers and singing, ii, 60, 209, 212, 221. 

Sinhan, i, 138, 183, 184. 

Sinja, 'Emir of Medina, i, 97, 105. 

Sinjer ; su *Alemu'd-Din Sinjer, Sha'biyy. 

see Seyfu'd-Din Sinjer. 

Sirajiyy, slave-guard, ii, 18. 

Sir^ju'd-Din *Abdu'l-Latif b. 'Ebi-Bekr, 

Sherjiyy, ii, 168. 

*Abdu'l-Latif b. Muh. b. S^lim, ii, 

121, 122, 176, 177, 188, 199, 204, 205, 
207, 214, 241, 253, 254, 258, 259, 268. 

'Ebu-Bekr b. Da**is, i, 128, 156, 235. 

Siretul-Mucihafferiyya, 'Es- ; see Mu- 

clhafferian Memoirs. 
Sirreyn, i, 99, 103, 109. 
Sirydqus, Lower and Upper, ii, 172, 198, 

199, 241, 242, 253, 265, 270, 287. 

palace, ii, 169. 

Sitara, i, 113. 

Sitt J ihetu'r-Reshid mosque, Zebid, ii, 189. 
Slave-guards ; see Bahriyya slaves. 
Slaves, etc , passim, 
" Slayer of famine," i, 65, 67. 
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Smallpox, ii, 42. 

Smoke, volcanic, ii, 285. 

Snake eaten by locusts, ii, 284. 

Spica virginis, i, 102. 

Spice-merchants ; see Kirimiyya. 

Stages for singers, etc., ii, 212. 

Stallion Sa*ud, the, ii, 265. 

Stand of pilgrimage, 'Ara£it ; see Waqfeu 

Standard of *Aliyy, ii, 226. 

Standard-bearer, ii, 213. 

Star, falling or shooting ; set Meteor. 

Starch, ii, 207. 

Station, Holy or Sacred ; su Waqfa. 

Stations, four. Cubical House, Mekka, 

ii, 202. 
Still-room, slaves of the, ii, 7. 
Stirrup, Sultan's august, ii, 240. 
Stream, sudden rise of, ii, 261, 284. 
String of Pearls ; see *Iqd. 
Su*, son of, ii, 24, 36, 37. 
Subeyt b. Thaneba, i, 67. 
Subh, i, 115, 266. 
Subhan tribe, ii, 177. 
Subhaniyy, ii, 190. 
Subut junketings of Zebid, ii, 115, 148, 

169, 275. 
SudaS i, 1 14. 
Sudan, ii, 285. 
Sudeyr, i, 69. 
Sufiyy, i, 77. 
Siifiyya, ii, 174, 
Sugar, ii, 207. 
Sugar-candy, ii, 208. 
Sugar-cane, ii, 209. 
Suheyb, i, 272, 306. 
Suheyl b. Hdriq, ii, 105. 
Suicide, i, 214. 
Sujan, ii, 65, 66. 
Suleymdn b. Hadi, ii, 74. 

b. Hamza, i, 152. 

b. Mansur b. Jureyba, i, 93. 

b. Mudrik, ii, 175. 

b. Muhammed, i, 308. 

b. Muh. b. Sul. b. Musa, i, 228, 255. 

b. Miisa, i, 154, 166, 177. 



Suleymdn b. Qasim, i, 266, 267, 271. 

Khunbuq, the camel -driver, drowned 

in torrent, ii, 261. 

the Sufiyy b. Taqiyyu'd-Din *Umer, 



the 'Eyyubite, i, 77, 78. 
Suleymdniyy country, ii, 132, 248. 
Suleymilniyya branch of Sherifs, i, 253. 
Sum^t, castle of, i, 1 10. 
Sumatra, ii, 218. 
Sumeyr, the son of; see Shihibu*d-Din 

'Ahmed b. *Aliyy b, Sumeyr. 
Summ, people of, ii, 228. 
Summite clan (Summiyy), ii, 258. 
Sunbula quarter of Ta*izz, ii, 205. 
Sunbulite (Sunbuliyy) ; see Fakhru*d-D£n 

'Ebu-Bekr b. Bahadir, Sunbuliyy ; and 

Baha'u'd-Din Bahadir, Sunbuliyy. 
Sunbuliyy of the slave-guards, ii, 17, 25. 
Sunqur the *At4-Bek, ii, 159. 
Sunquri]^ corn measure, ii, 159. 
Suqaym ; su Shemsu'd-Din *Aliyy b. 

Hasan, Suqaym. 
Suqu-'Ali-Di'am (Sdq-Di'dm), i, 153, 277. 
Surddaliyya men, ii, 236. 
Surdud, i, 125, 253, 298; ii, 52, 89,92, 

95-97» 157, 220, 227, 230, 270. 
Sus, ii, 231. 
Susiyy, i, 196. 

Suwdna, i, 149- 151, 201, 215. 
Suweydd', castle of, i, 70. 
Syria, i, 59-61, 67, 68, 7S» 88, 274, 

286, 289, 309, 317 ; ii, 58, 59, 162, 231, 

232. 



Taffa, i, 295. 

Tdhir b. Bibashadh, i, 319. 

b. 'Ebi-Numeyy, i, 278. 

father of Nuru'd-Din, ii, 38. 

Ta'izz, passim. 

fall of castle at, ii, 205. 

of Dhafar of the Sherifs, i, 266, 267, 

295. 



of Sa*da, i, 200. 

Taj b. *Att4r, i, 120. 
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Ti) b. *Izz, i, 305. 

Tdjiyya college, Zcbid, ii, 188. 

dervish-convent, Zebfd, ii, 189. 

Tdju*d-Din Bedr, the eunuch, i, 123, 138, 

139, 147. 

b. Binli A'azz, i, 234. 

— : — Muh. b. *Ahmed b. Yahyd, lord of 
Kehlin and Tawila, i, 227, 228, 264, 
267, 272, 282, 284, 285, 288, 294. 

Muh. b. 'Imidi'd-Din Yahyi b. 

Hamza b. Suleymin b. Hamza b. 'Aliyy 
b. Hamza, i, 100. 

Musi b. Huseyn b. *Aliyy, i, 240, 

247, 257, 265, 271. 

Ta'ker (near *Aden), ii, 38. 

(near Jubla), i, 95, 134, 135, 139; 

". 36, 39» 45. 82, 165. 
Tamarinds, ii, 207. 
Tapestry, i, 217. 
Taqiyyu'd-D£n 'Umer b. 'Abdu-'Aliyy, 

ii, 72. 

*Umer b. <Abdi*r-Rahmin, ii, 265. 

*Umer b. 'Ahmed b. 'Abdil-Wihid, 

ii, 281, 284. 

*Umer b. *Ebi'l-Qdsim b. Mu'aybid, 

ii. 133, 141, 143, 145. 148. 

*Umer b. Muhammed b, Muhayyi, 

ii, 121, 122. 

Tarantay, son of; s€e Muhammed b. 

Tarantay. 
Tarf, i, 102, 257, 265. 
Tarifa, bintu Jebr Hajweriyy, i, 53, 54, 58. 
Tarqu'a, ii, 215. 

Ta'sher, a slave-guardsman, ii, 12, 24. 
Tatars, the, i, 137, 169, 273. 
Tattered order of dervishes, ii, 80. 
Tatterer, Little ; see *Amr b. *Amir. 
Tawd, Mount, ii, 148. 
Tawila, i. Ill, 165, 282, 288; ii, 116. 
Tawq b. Ilamdin, i, 154. 
Tawran, i, 294. 
Tayra mosque, Zebid, ii, 188. 
Tedmur, i, 71. 

Teeth, malady affecting the, i, 163. 
"Tefqih fi sherhiVTenbih," ii, 167. 



Tekrim, i, 115. 

Telmu?, i, in, 172, 173, 209, 221,267, 
270-272, 275-277, 281. 

lord of, ii, 267. 

Temple of Mekka ; see Ka'bo. 

curtains; see Curtain of Cubical 

House. 

Ten'um, i, 115, 217, 221, 228. 
Terra Japonica, i, 279. 
Tesi*, i, 144. 
Teymd, i, 143. 
Teys, Mount, i, 165, 298. 
Tha4eba b. *Amr, the 'Anqi,\ i, 54, 55. 
57. 58, 65, 67. 

b. *Amr b. Jefna, i, 68. 

b. *Anq4' ; see Tha'leba b. 'Amr. 

b. M^n, the Buhliil, i, 65. 

b. Me*rib, i, 49. 

the Buhltil ; see Tha'leba b. Mian. 

Thelem, Mount, ii, 190. 

Thu'bit, i, 230, 262, 278, 286, 288, 303 ; 

a, 5, 6, 44, 48. 49. 52, 108, III, 140, 

197, 209, 235. 
Thughayra, i, 172. 
ThuW, i, 83, III, 112, 115, 172-174. 178, 

209, 211 ; ii, 118. 
Thunder, i, 256. 

Tfbi, i, 174. 

Tihima, i, 256 ; ii, 234. 

Tihimate, i, 47, 48. 

Tfjdn, et-, author of **The Crowns/* i, 

53.66. 
Timur-Lenk, ii, 162, 231, 232. 
Tin'a, ii, 77. 
Tirmidhiyy, i, 319. 
Tower of the Ashes, ii, 26. 
*• Tradition of the Apostle of God," ii, 256. 
Traditionist, i, 190 ; ii, 179. 
Travelling tanks of leather, ii, 57. 
Treasure, i, 99, 196, etc. 
*' Treasury of the Wise as to Dates and 

Notices,*' i, 262. 
Tribesmen ; see Arabian tribesmen. 
Tubba*, i, 168. 
Tughril ; see SeyfuM-Din TughriL 
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Tugh-Tekfn ; sa Melik * Aziz Tugh-Tekfn. 

*Emir of Mekka, i, 96, 97. 

Tuhaytd*, ii, 253. 
Tukriiriyys, ii, 58. 
Tur*a, castle of, i, 72. 
Turaytaba the Hemdinite, i, 82 ; ii, 21. 
Turba, ii, 71. 

Tureyba, ii, 19, 23, lOi, 272 ; set also 
Hemdin. 

fountain, ii, 188, 189. 

Turk slave-guards, i, 307 ; ii, 264. 
Turkish horsemen, ii, 44. 
Turkumin tribes, i, 74, 75. 
Two Horns, i, 69. 



'Ubeyd b. Mihjef, ii, 45. 

'Ubcyriq, i, 69. 

'Uddin, i, 157. 

'Udeyna, mosque of, i, 174 ; ii, 49, 108, 

197, 286, 287. 
•Udhcyb, i, 28a 
'Ufuq, i, 185, 186. 
'Ujif, i, 69. 

'Ujeyb, defile of, i, 26s, 266. 
'Ujeyl, son of ; see *Ibnu *Ujeyl ; also 

'Ismi'll b. 'Ibrihim b. Muh. b. Milsi 

b. 'Ujeyl. 
'UjeyniW, ii, 148, 187. 
•Ulba b. *Amr, Jefha, i, 6$. 
'Ulcyya b. Nahdriyy, ii, 192. 
'Ulwdn b. 'Abdiniih b. Sa*ld. Jahderiyy, 

Medh-Jiijiyy, i, no, 130, 141, 159-163, 

170. 

b. Bishr b. Hitim, Nimiyy, i, 82, 84. 

b. Sa*id, Jahderiyy; see *Ulw£n b. 

'Abdi'lUh b. Sa*fd, Jahderiyy, etc. 
*Umdn, i, 58, 79, 198, 251. 

(or 'Awem^n), castle of, i, 106. 

*Umer b. 'Aliyy, Tebd*iyy, i, 310. 

b. *Aliyy b, Resul ; see Melik Man^iir 

Nuru*d-D{n *Umer, etc. 

b. 'Aliyy b. Suheyl b. 'Aqder, ii, 272. 

b. *A^m, i, 300. 

b. BiUbdl ; see *Umer b. Diwidir. 



'Umerb. Diwfddr, 'Alemiyy, ii, 12, 14, 15, 
17-20, 30. 

b. *Ebi-Bekr 'Ansi]^, ii, 9. 

b. Hannin, ii, 257. 

b. Hasan b. 'Aqad, ii, 157. 

b. Huseyn, Zumeyliyy, ii, 76. 

b. Huwdli, ii, 130. 

b. KhatUtb, i, 73. 

b. Sa'id, 'Uqayliyy, i, 180, 203, 204, 

219 ; ii, 5. 

b. Shewwdq, ii, 33. 

b. Suheyl, Jahifiliyy, i, 238. 

b. Suheyl, of the Ma'^ba, ii, 105. 

b. Yiisuf ; see Shujd*u'd-Din 'Umer 

b. Yusuf b. Man^iir. 

b. Zureyzir, *E1-Hajj, ii, 71. 

'Eshref; see MeUk *Eshref 'Umer b. 



Ydsuf b. *Umerb. 'Aliyyb. Rcsiil. 
— MudhafTer b. Melik 'Afdal, ii, 141. 



'Umeyya, sons of, i, 49. 
'Ummu-'Abfda, i, 219. 

Qureysh, ii, 24. 

•Umriyy, i, 184, 185. 

'Uqiqa, ii, 28. 

•Usheyrite ('Usheyriyy), the, ii, 75. 

*U§r, i, 81, 82. 

•Utayfii ; set Seyfu'd-Din 'Utayfa b. 'Ebf- 

Numeyy. 
'Uthmin b. Mutayr, ii, 275. 
*Uweys, son of ; see 'Ibnu *Uweys. 
*Uzbek the Sirimite ('Es-Sdrimiyy), ii, 18. 



Venerated House, the ; see Ka*ba. 
Venus, i, 53. 
Violets, ii, 207. 
Vision ; see Dream. 
Volcanic smoke, ii, 285. 



WahduVSebu*, i, 99. 

Wah§, i, 172. 

Wd'idhit tribe, ii, 165, 172, 229. 

Wailing for the dead prohibited, ii, 281. 

Wa'l, castle, i, i6a 
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Walnuts, ii, 210. 
Wafib, i, 80, III, 283. 
Wdsit, people of, ii, 97. 

of Mahdiib, mosque of, i, 232. 

" Water of the sky," i, 46, 50, 51, 61, 65, 

67. 
Wdthiq ; see Melik Wathiq Shemsu'd-Din 
'Ibrdhim b. Yiisuf b. *Umer. 

daughter of, ii, 43. 

son of; see Melik *Eshrcf b. Mel. 

Wdthiq of Dhafdr of the Habudite. 

Withiqiyya college, Zebid, ii, 19. 

Wedd, i, 253. 

WeHra, ii, 169. 

Wehhis b. 'Ebi.Qdsim, i, 95. 

the *Emfr, i, 271. 

the Qi*id, ii, 94. 

son of ; su *Ibnu Wehhis. 

Wejfhu'd-Din *Abdu*r-Rahmin b. 'Aliyy 
b. *Abbds, Qur*an-reciter, Chief Judge, 
Wezir, and Intimate, i, 243 ; ii, 156, 
162, 174, 177. 

'Abdu'r-Rahmin b. Muh., the 

Nuttdrite, ii, 151, 152, 211, 221. 

' A bduV Rahman b. Muh. b. Yusuf, 

the *Alewite, ii, 156-158, 164, 178, 198, 
214, 220, 228, 233, 242. 

'Abdu'r-Rahmdn the Yahyawite, 



ii, 47. 
Wejr, i, 63. 
Werd b. Muh. b. Niji, i, 144. 

b. N^ji, i, III, 178. 

Werwer, i, 226, 266-268, 270, 271, 296. 
Weshshdh b. 'Imrdn Sebakhiyy, ii, 157. 
Western {pr Mu'azziyya) quarter of Ta*izz ; 

see Note 894. 
Wezir, passim. 
Weziriyy, i, 118. 

college, Ta*izz, i, 118. 

Wheat and corn, high prices, i, 148, 280 ; 

ii, 198, 276. 
Whistler, ii, 123. 
White Castle ; see Beydd. 
Wild asses, ii, 135, 213, 241, 242, 273. 
Wind, excessive, i, 256; ii, 176, 267, 269. 



Wishah, the son of; see Jemalu*d-Din 

Muhammed b. Wishah. 
the son of; see Muhammed b. 

Wishah, Shihabiyy. 
Women at funerals, prohibition of, ii, 281. 
Women's graves not to be covered over 

with slabs, ii, 281. 
Wreck at sea, ii, 176. 



Y4fi* tribe, u, 12, 38. 
Ydfith ; see Japhet, sons of. 
Yahya (Bermekiyy), ii, 148. 

b. 'Ahmed, Qdsimiyy, i, 290. 

b. 'Ahmed b. Hfedi b. 'Izzi'd-DIn 

Hamziyy, ii, 272. 

b. *Amik, i, 125. 

b. Bdqir, Hamziyy, ii, 185, 186. 

b. Hamza ; see *Imadu'd-Din Yahyi 



b. Hamza. 

b. Hamza, Hedewiyy, ii, 123, 124. 

b. Hasan, i, 209. 

b. 'Ibrdhfm the Dwarf, i, 233. 

b. Muh. the Sirdjite, i, 159. 

b. Sdlim b. Suleymin b. Fadl b. 

Muh. b. 'Abdillih, Shihibiyy, Kindiyy, 

i, I74» 175- 
Yam clan or tribe, i, 180. 

Ya'qub, the son of ; see Shuji' b. Ya'qiib. 

Ydqut ; see 'Iftikhir Yiqut. 

a slave, ii, 88. 

administrator of domains to Sultin 

Melik Mu'eyyed, i, 279. 

b. *Abdi'lldh. Mudhafferiyy, the 



eunuch 'Iftikharu'd-Din, i, 139, 218. 
— of Ta*izz, ii, 7. 



Ya'rub, i, 47» 5I» 138. 
Yeksiim b. 'Ebreha, i, 48. 
Yelemlero, ii, 57, 269. 
Yemen, passim, 

princes of, i, 45. 

*' Yemenite Anecdotes," written by Melik 

'Afdal, ii, 139. 
YenbuS i, 97, 109. 
Yethrib, i, 58. 
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Yez*um the Siifiyy, i, 81. 
Yumeyn, i, 107, 130; ii, 43. 
Yusuf b. Hasan, ii, 175. 

b. Melik N^ir b. Mel. 'Eshref II, 

ii, 2S4. 

b. Midaqqa, i, 272. 

b. Nejdh, ii, 97. 

b. Ya*qub, i, 213. 

*Ebu-*Umer ; see Mel. Mudhaffer, 



Sultan Shemsu*d-Din Yusuf, etc. 

— Mudhaffer Shemsu'd-Din b. Mel. 
Man§ur 'Umer; see Melik Mudhaffer, 
Sultan Shemsu'd-Din Yusuf, etc. 

— Mufaddal b. Mel. Mudhaffer b. Mel. 
Mu*eyyed ; see Melik Yusuf Mufaddal. 

— Seyfii'd-Dfn, Sherif, ii, 138. 



Za*dziS ii, 20, 30. 
Zdhir, i, 164, 166, 215, 216, 277. 
Za*im, the ; see Feudal Lieutenant. 
Zebid, passim, 

fountain of cathedral mosque at, ii, 

188. 
Zebidiyy measure for grain, ii, 159. 

stuff, i, 196. 

Zehrd' bintu Bedri'd-Din, i, 135. 



Zehrd' castle, i, 144. 

Zekerd, Sheykh b. Qarabiliyy, i, 125, 13a 

Zekiyyu'd-Din 'Ebu-Bekr b. Yahyd b. 

'Ebi-Bekr b. 'Ahmed b. Musi b. 'Ujeyl, 

ii, 191. 
Zemghariyy, ii, 39. 

Zemzem well at Mekka, i, 114, 158, 269. 
Zerebiyya, ii, 241. 
Zerqd*, i, 69. 
Zeydiyya sect, i, ill, 141, 146, 148, 151, 

152, 177, 188, 276; ii, 89, 90, 137, 189, 

195, 227, 231. 

village, ii, 100. 

Zeyla*, ii, 131. 

Zeynu*d-Dfn *Aliyy, Riimiyy, ii, 219. 

Qardjd, ii, 55. 

Talha b. *lsi Hettdr, ii, 223. 

Zeynu'l-'IsUm 'Ahmed b. Muh. b. *Umer 

b. Yusuf b. *Umer b. 'Aliyy b. Resiil, 

prince, ii, 8, 76. 
Ziyad, 'El-'A'jem, i, 262. 

the son of; see Bedru*d-Din Muh. 

b. Ziydd, Kdmiliyy. 

the sons of, ii, 74, 77. 



Zubeyd, i, 174; ii, 277. 
Zubeyr, ii, 265. 
Zujdjiyy, author, i, 319. 
ZuraMyy, ii, 62. 
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